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Additional U.S. aid to Israel .' requested, but outcome uncertain 
By SHARON SAMBER 

WASHINGTON, 
(JTA) - Amid politically 
volatile situations in Is
rael and the United States, 
the White House is ask
ing Congress to support 
an additional aid package 
to Israel worth $450 mil
lion U,S. Under different 
circumstances, the re
quest, mainly intended to 
assist Israel with the fi
nancial burden associated 
with its withdrawal from 
Lebanon over the sum- . 
mer, might have been rou
tine. But depending on 
who becomes the next 
U.S. president and the sta
tus of the crisis in the 
MiddleEast, the aid pack
age might get more scru
tiny when Congress re
convenes for a lame-duck 
session in December. 

Although Congress has 
decided to delay finish
ing up its legislative work 
until after Thanksgiving, 
the Clinton administra-

tion made the request last 
week to lawmakers. The 
package also includes an 
additional $225 million 
U.S. in military funds for 
Egypt, and $25 million 
U.S. in military funds and 
$50 million U.S, in eco
nomic funds for Jordan. 
The request for supple
mental aid to Israel has 
been in the works for 
many months. 

It is separate from the 
$3 billion U.S. in aid to 
Israel. including $1.98 
billion U.S. in military 
and $840 million U.S. in 
economic funds. that 
Congress approved last 
month as partofthe$14.9 
billion U.S. foreign op
erations bill. 

But beyond the annual 
aid package, President 
Clinton is, according to 
administration officials, 
intent on making good on 
a promise to Israeli Prime 
Minister Ehud Barak, 
who wants to have some-
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thing 'to show for his 
peacemaking efforts. es
pecially given his unsta
ble government. The 
suppemental package in
cludes $200 million U.S. 
in military funds for Is
rael as well as $250 mil
lion U.S. to help defray 
the costs of the with
drawal from Lebanon. 

With the peace process 
in tatters and violence 
continuing in Israel and 
the West Bank and the 
Gaza Strip, the package 
seems like something of 
a consolation prize for 
Israel. 

The aid to Egypt and 
Jordan, countries that 
have formal peace trea
ties with Israel, is in
tended as a nod to two 
countries that have been 
supportive of the peace 
process, 

The aid is also perhaps 
me;mt to shore up the 
United States' image as 
an "honest broker" in the 
Middle East, according to 
sources close to the proc
ess. There is no money in 
the additional P!lckage for 
the Palestinians. 

The foreign aid bill 
passed by Congress last 
month includes approxi
mately $1 00 million U.S. 
in primarily humanitar
ian aid for the Palestin
ians, administered 
through non-governmen
tal organizations. 
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Solidarity for Israel dominates 
annual gathering of Jewish leaders 
By JULIE WIENER 

CHICAGO, (JT A) -
In a speech that was the 

'centerpiece of the North 
AmericanJewish federa
tion system's gathering 
in Chicago last week, Is
rael's prime minister re
called being a small child 
when he heard of the 
United Nation's 1947 
vote to partition Pales
tine. That period - when 
the Jews' willingness to 
split the land was rebuffed 
by Arabs, precipitating 
Israel's difficult, but tri
umphant War of Inde
pendence could be seen 
as paralleling the situa
tion of the Jewish state 
today. 

Once again, Israel feels 
its efforts at compromise 
have been rebuffed and 
that it may face another 
war. It was against this 
backdrop - and perhaps 
because of it - that· this 
year's General Assembly 
drew 4,500 participants, 
the first sell-out in recent 
memory, said organizers. 
Barak's speech was made 
to thousands of flag-wav
ing Jews at a rally meant 
as ashow ofsolidarity for 
"the embattled state. 

With the November 13 
rally, unprecedented se
curity measures, about 

EHUD BARAK, Israeli 
prime minister: "We 
derive great strength" 
from Diaspora Jewish 
support. 

said Barak, whose speech 
was preceded by a multi
racial Israel i youth choir 
who sang folk songs 
about peace. "We derive 
great strength from know
ing that we in Israel are 
not alone," he said 

Despite his repeated 
message that there is no 
alternative to peace, 
Barak also squarely 
blamed the Palestinians 
for the violence and out
lined'several conditions 
including a "Jerusalem 
broader than it has ever 
been in history" for a 
peace agf~ement., 

A speech November 14 
by opposition leader Ariel 
Sharon had a somewhat 
different tone. He out-

lined his own plan for 
peace, but without men
tioning Barak's name, 
criticized the prime min
ister for asking President 
Clinton during their meet

, ing on November 12 to 
help bring about a reduc
tion, rather than cessation, 
in violence. 

Afteryears in which the 
G .A. had been dominated 
by debates about religious 
pluralism and hammer
ing out details of the 
newly formed United 
Jewish Communities, is
sues of Jewish sol idari ty 
and israel ruled the day. 
The UJ C, formed by a 
merger of the Council of 
Jewish' Federations, the 
United 'J~wish Appeal 
and the United Israel 
Appeal, is the Jewish 
community's central 
fund-raising' ,and social 
service system. 

Except for c¢mments 
from retiring U.S. Sen. 
Frank Lautenberg (D
N.J,) angry that neither 
his son-in-law who con
verted to Judaism nor the 
Jewish-raised children of 
his Catholic daughter-in
law v,.:ould be recognized 
as Jewish in Israel dis
cussion of religious plu
ralism were notably ab
sent from the assembly. 

100 Arabs demonstrating d 
outside and a bevy ofIs- Jewish Web sites try to guar 
rael-related program- their virtual doors from hackers 
ming, last week's gather-
ingofJewishleadersfrom By MATTHEW E. BERGER 
around North America WASHINGTON (JTA) -Jewish organizations were 
was not a typical G.A., as beefing up security on their Web sites last week after a 
the gathering is com- pro-Israel lobby's cyber home was hacked. The Web 
monly known. site of the American Israel Public Affairs Committee 

Security was unusually was broken into on November 2 by the Pakistani 
stringent atthe sprawling Hackerz Club,' which grabbed e-mail addresses and 
downtown hotel where credit card information from supporters, Now, other 
the assembly took place. Jewish groups are looking at their sites' security. 
Police stopped approach- The Anti-Defamation League believes it can avoid a 
ing vehicles, searching similar security breach. "We see this as an ongoing 
under them as well as in- process," said ADL Webmaster David Hoffman. 
side the hoods and trunks, "We're trying to stay ahead of the hackers." Many 
and inside, guests were Jewish organizations have been vigilant in security 
frequently asked to show efforts to prevent hate crimes and vandalism in their 
their nametags. offices. That extra effort is now being utilized online, 

Amid intense fighting as the organizations see their vulnerabilities in 
between Israel and the cyberspace. 
Palestinians - and con- ,. Phil Baum, the executive director of the American 
current attacks against Jewish Congress, said his Web site is less vulnerable 
Jews and Jewish institu- because it does not deal with credit card numbers 
tions around the world, online. "We are immune from this kind of attack 
including in the United because there is no incentive" to hack, Baum said, 
States - the heightened AJCongress has notified its server provider of the 
security was clearly in- attack. Hoffman said the ADL contacted AIPAC to 
tended as a precaution find out how the attack happened, in hopes of learning 
against any telTorist ac- . how to prevent a similar invasion. "There are funda-
tion against Israel's top mental differences in the way we approach" Web sites, 
leaders and a major Jew- Hoffman said. "We think we've come up with a good 
ish gathering. and secure solution." 

But despite the threat AIPAC spokesman Ken Bricker said the organiza-
of war facing Israel, tion'ssitewouldstaydownuntiltheycanestablishnew 
Barak's message to North security measures. The hackers were able to access two 
American Jewry was one databases - one that contained an e-mail list of people 
of peace and solidarity. who receive daily news items and another that con-
Israel must be "liberated tained credit card information of people who had 
from the crushing burden recently registered with AIPAC online. "We need to 
of never-ending war," determine just how useful the Web is," Bricker said. 

Florida residents angry about ballot _ 
and the way they are being portrayed 
By JOYCE MOED 

WEST PALM 
BEACH, Fla., (JTA) -
Alan David never gave 
his ballots a second 
thought after voting in 
dozens of presidential 
elections during the dec
ades he lived in New 
York. Then, after mov
ing here two years ago, 
he voted in Palm Beach 
County for the first time 
two weeks ago. "I looked 
at the ballot and said, 
'What the heck is this?' " 
recalled David, who lives 
in the Century Village 
community of West Palm 
Beach. "I voted. but I 
don't know what I voted. 
It was so confusing." 

David isn't the only 
Palm Beacher who left 
the polls on Election Day 
unsure if his vote helped 
or hurt his candidate. AI 
Gore. Even before the 
polls closed, voters were 
flooding the state's elec
tions department with 
angry calls, demanding 
recounts and even re
votes as many realized 
they may have voted for 
the wrong candidate. 

Now as the nation 
awaits the outcome of the 
legal wrangling and the 
vote recounts, residents 
of this heavily Jewish re
gion of South Florida are 
not only questioning their 
vote, they are angry at the 
way they are being por
trayed in the media as 
older, confused citizens. 

Ed Lewis, who lives at 
the Aberdeen Golf and 
Country Club in Boynton 
Beach, said he carefully 
studied the sample ballot 
he received in the mail 
before the election and 
mapped out his votes. So 
he was shocked when he 
arrived at the voting 
booths and couldn't un
derstand the ballot. "Even 
though I'm 66, I'm very 
bright," he said. "I voted 
correctly, but I had to 
spend at least 20 seconds 
or more reading the bal
lot. There is no question 
in my mind there was a 
problem with the ballo!." 

Theconfusion for many 
stemmed from the way 
the ballot was structured, 
with the proximity of 
Gore's name to the punch 
hole designated for Re
form Party candidate Pat 
Buchanan apparently 
causing many Gore sup
porters to accidentally 
vote for Buchanan. Sheila 
and Ed Levins of Boca 
Raton had volunteered to 
help run the polls at the 
Kings Point community 
in Delray Beach, where 

Seniors at polls in West Palm Beach, Florida: 
They're angry at being portrayed in the media as 
confused. JTA photo. 

some of the worst confu
sion has been reported, 

Sheila Levins said 
many people dissolved 
into tears after leaving the 
voting booths there. "This 
was very upsetting, Peo
ple started crying, say
ing, • I voted for 
Buchanan,' " she said. "I 
think it's a terrible dis
grace. Somebody has to 
stand up somewhere 
about this. I'm an opti
mist; I bel ieve the truth 
will come out." Some 
people at Kings Point re
alized they had made a 
mistake and asked the 
site's supervisor for help, 
Ed Levins said, adding 
that tempers flared when 
the supervisor told them 
there was nothing that 
could be done. 

"] really feel for these 
people. They find out they 
voted for the wrong per
son and nothing can be 
done," he said. "Quite a 
fewoftheoldermen who 
came to vote were so 
proud that they were 
wearing their medals and 
combat ribbons that they 
earned during World War 
II," he said, "They were 
part of the group of peo
ple that Tom Brokaw 
called 'OurGreatestGen
eration.' To deny these 
men and women their 
vote is a great injustice." 

Adding insult to the in
jury, say many residents, 
is the unflattering media 
coverage that has focused 
on Palm Beach County 
voters, painting them as 
seniors too sunbaked and 
dim-witted to understand 
a simple ballot. "For the 
men who put their life on 
the line and forthe women 
who worked the muni
tions factories building 
the ships, planes and tanks 
for their sons and hus
bands to be made fun of 
and joked about by .the 
media is embarrassmg 
and a poor example for 

our young people," Ed 
Levins said. "As far as I 
am concerned, the peo
ple of Palm Beach County 
have brought to light the 
problems in using the 
present antiquated meth
ods of voting, 

The over 19,000 dis
carded votes were com
prised of people of all 
ages and races from every 
walk of life. "Hopefully. 
something constructive 
will be accomplished so 
that this will never hap
pen again." Meanwhile, 
the nation waits for the 
courts to decide whether 
Palm Beach County will 
have to hold a revote be
fore the next president is 
announced. 

Democrats and Repub
I icans are also closely 
monitoring the absentee 
ballots tTickl ing in to 
Florida from overseas. 
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'F 10 ridian living abroad thankful he cast his ballot 
By RUTH E. GRUBER 

BUDAPEST, (JTA)
Marc Servin spends most 
of his time in central Italy, 
but is a registered voter in 
Florida's Broward 
County. He had never 
before voted in a presi
dential election until he 
cast his absentee ballot 
this year for the Gore
Lieberman ticket. 

"I can't tell you how 
grateful I am to an Ameri
can friend in Italy who 
made sure that I got an 
absentee ballot and 
voted." Servin said. "I 
never would have 
guessed that Florida 
would even hav~ rel
evance in this election, 
much less that everyone 
else in the world would 
be wondering about the 
absentee ballots from 
Florida." 

Servin, 50, and his wife, 
Helaine Treitman, run an 
international school of art 
in Italy. On Election Day 
this year, he was on vaca
tion in Budapest. Servin 
and his wife both regard 
themselves as Democrats, 
but he said they had not 
thought of voting absen
tee until a friend put the 
pressure on. "The first 
time I became aware'of 
an election I was out of 
the country and then I 
stopped caring," he said. 
"I've been living most of 
the time out of the coun
try for I 0 years and had 
no idea even how - or if -
we could vote. "I had 
heard of absentee voting, 
butI wasn't partofacom
munity where that knowl
edge was around," he 

.said. "I was in a small 
village with few other 
A , d" men cans aroun , 

This year, said Servin, 
he was "pretty emphati
cally against Bush being 
president." but he didn't 

do anything about voting 
until an American friend 
convinced him and 
Treitman to get absentee 
ballots. "She is one of the 
few other Jews we know 
in Italy." he said. 
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