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Com!TIunit·y news' ,. 

ForDler Free Press . reporter witnessed Kristallnacht 
Manfred Jager recalls seeing synagogue engulfed inflames 

By GLEN MacKENZIE 
For Manfred Jager, the crystal of Kristallnacht . 

wasn't something to read about. It was, literally, 
something he walked through one night during his 
childhood in Berlin. 

"Clutching the hand of my nanny - I was just over 
, four years old at the time - I walked through the glass 

shards of our neighborhood of Berlin, where I was 
born and raised," recalls Jager, a lifelong Christian. 

"I remember her getting me dressed and taking me 
to a synagogue. It was engulfed in flames, and fire
fighters had formed a human chain around it to pre
vent people from trying to put out the fire," he told a 
packed Berney Theatre at a November 9 
Kristallnacht program. 

A recently-retired Winnipeg Free Press reporter 
and dedicated student of history, Jager pointed out 
that the night of destruction saw 99 people killed, 
hundreds injured and thousands alTested. He also 
noted it was the 15th anniversary of Adolf Hitler's 
ill-fated beer hall putsch - to expropriate all Jews' 
property and deprive them of the last of their free
dom. 

"PoliticaUy-alert Germans now knew the Weimar 
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MANFRED JAGER: 
Vivid childhood memories 
of night of destruction of 
Jewish property in Berlin. 
Photo by Olen MacKenzie. 

RepUblic had really 
been hijacked, that 
the fate of their 
qation had fallen into 
the hands of a clutch 
of criminal thugs they 
had actually voted 
into power. Slowly, it 
would dawn on some 
of them that it would 
tak~ physical vio
lence to wrest the 
future of the country 
out of the hands of 
the dictator and his 
accomplices. 

"Ten months later, 
the Second World 
War started. The first 
several hundred of an 

plot to kill Hitler - one of the few violent acts under
taken by anti-Nazis. 

Manfred lager, now 66, said Germany today has 
many Holocaust memorials, and "young Germans 
born long after the war and who today consider them
selves neo-Nazis and who deny what took place must 
nevertheless feel a little strange when faced with 
those memorials. I take these young neo-Nazis seri
ously, and so does the German government." 

But "young Germans who have both feet firmly 
planted in political reality appear fully aware of the 
Holocaust as the defining catastrophe of the century 
just past. As long as the authorities remain vigilant, I 
am told, neo-Nazism is unlikely to become a major 
danger to the political structure of the Federal 
Republic and, hopefully, will some day fade into real 
insignificance. 

"We have no alternative but to hope that assess
ment proves accurate." 

eventual unimaginable 50 million human beings had 
started to die." lager also informed the audience that 
one of the 50 million was his uncle, Col. Friedrich 
Jager, executed for his involvement in the July, 1944 

Responding to a question about reconciliation, 
lager said "lews and others need to put the horror of 
the Holocaust behil1d them. We have to work through 
it - and we're still working through it. Germany has 
turned a comer." 

.~~------

LORI BINDER, chair, introducing Barry Bender. Lori is a staff member at 
Joseph Wolinsky Collegiate, in the Gray Academy. Photo by Arnold Ros~. 

Barry Bender 
(Cont. from page 1.) 

Forty-five minutes later upon com
pletion of the sorting, we regrouped as 
one body. The object .of our exercise 
over, we moved on. 

"I look at life as a journey," said 
Bender. "If I die tomolTow I know 
what I will look like" ... He continued, 
" ... that I was an atheist in my youth 
but now am a modem Orthodox Jew 
doesn't matter!" Really! 

Where is Bender trying to lead this 
group and what about the exercise we 
had just completed? 

"What may be relevant to the par
ents may not be relevant to the teenag
er." "Judaism," he said, "is an acquired 
taste. Look at things in terms of your
self first," he instructed. He inquired 
as to what each parent was doing at 
home in terms of their own 
lewishness, things that their children 
would be exposed to on a regular basis 
beyond observing the High Holy Days 
and Passover. Are there Jewish baoks 
around the house? Do the parents 

actively support Jewish causes? Do 
they speak Yiddish or Hebrew? 

"If J uduism is relevant, parents need 
to keep their children involved." Kids 
drop out of Jewish schools at the end 
of Grade 6 and or 9 because their par
ents say "ok" rather than "absolutely 
not". 

"Children," said Bender, "admire 
their parents more than anyone else 
and follow their examples." This was 
the main message of the evening, 
although it was up to each individual 
to discover that for themselves. 

The evening would have been more 
successful had there been give and 
take discussions throughout, rather 
than leaving that to the last few min
utes. Raising your teens to be Jewish, 
an interesting topic, never looked at 
advancing technology, the loosening 
of moral standards, continued wars in 
the State of Israel, the rise of single 
parent families and intermalTiage, the 
high cost of being Jewish and other 
outside influences - all of which may 
impact on the lives of Jewish teens as 
they grow up and have to make deci
sions on their own. 

BBYO 
members join 

in rural 
weekend 
reatreat 

Touch 
football game a 
highlight at 3-
day gathering 

By LISA LIPSCHITZ 
and NATE 
ROSENSTOCK, 
Regional Sopher and 
Orechet 

On November 10 about 
80 BBYO members, 
including 50 first year 
members, left for Camp 
Cedarwood, a lodge just 
outside Lac du Bonnet, 
and stayed there until 
Sunday November 12. 

The AITs (male 

MOSHE ARENS, former Israeli defence minister, diplomat and roreign min
ister at left with JWC Principal Miriam Maltz, and Asper Foundation 
Executive Director Moe Levy. 

BBYO members in 
training) and MITs 
(female BBYO members 
in training) went to meet 
new people, and catch 
up with old friends, from 
all over Manitoba. Former defence minister 

urges JWC students to speak up for Israel 
Moshe Arens, former Israeli Minister of Defence, spoke to the students of 

Joseph Wolinsky Collegiate on November 15. Urging them t.o become active 
members of the Zionist youth group Betar, which is currently being organized in 
Winnipeg, Arens described how important working for Israel and the Jewish peo-

They had the most 
amazing experience 
learning . about BBYO, 
getting introduced into 
the new organization 
and just hanging out 
and relaxing. 

. pIe has been to him, and described how the Betar organization was a focus of his 
activities both before and after he made Aliyah in 1948. 

Students 'were very interested to learn Arens has not only held-a variety of top A highlight of the 
convention was playing 
tauch football outside in 
the snow on Saturday 
afternoon. We would 
like to welcome newly
elected Zoe Goldstein 
and Aaron Trachtenberg 
to positions on 
Regional Board. 

Note to readers 
When pictures with photo captions, stories and 

other annbuncements appear in boxes that indicates 
the material inside the box is fully or partly paid for. 
Stories with headlines in a typestyle other than the 
one used for standard news stories (samples of stan
dard news headlines appear with all stories on page 
I) are also partly or fully paid for. 

Notice to organizations, publicists 
The Jewish Post & News now is charging for 

publicity about upcoming events running in this 
newspaper. 

• Stories, community calendar and other announce
ments publicizing upcoming events are charged for 
at a rate of $7.00 plus GST for every 20 words. 
Announcements can also be published in smaller, 
eight-point news type, at a rate of $7.00 plus GST for 
every 30 words. 

• Items paid for in advance are published a.t a 
reduced rate of only $5 every 20 words plus GST, or 
$5 every 30 words plus GST in eight-point type. 
Headings of up to four words run for free. 

o Anyone running u display ad at least "business 
curd size" (2 columns wide by 2 inches deep) publi
cizing a Jewish organizational upcoming event will 
be entitled to up to the equivalent amount of editor
ial space free every time the ad runs. 

o Announcements of synagogue service times run 
for free, but are subject to editing for length. 

• All publicity about upcoming events submitted 
for publication must include the names and address
es of the individuals authorizing publication, for 
billing purposes. 

• All news releases and unnouncements published 
in The Jewish Post & News are subject to editing, 
and all references to ticket prices, admission charges 
and phone numbers will be deleted, unless the items 
are authorized to run at the full display advertising 
rate. 

• All news and lldvertising should be in our office 
by noon, Thursday for the following week's paper. 

o We can't be responsible for the delivery time of 
the paper. You may wish to run your publicity or ud 
at least two weeks in advance of the event. 

level positions in Israeli 
governments, including 
that of ambassador to 
Washington and minister 
of defence, but that he is 
also a world-class aero
nautical engineer, who 
was primarily responsible 
for developing the Kfir 
and Lavy fighter aircraft. 

In response to student 
questions about the cur
rent crisis in Israel, Arens 
strongly defended Israeli 
actions. He suggested, 
however, that the war far 
world public opinion may 
be being won by the 
Palestinians, and that stu
dents could playa valu
able role by defending 
and explaining the Israeli 
position and point of 
vIew. 

Arens was brought to 
Winnipeg under the aus
pIces of the Asper 
Foundation 
Performances: Lecture 
Series. 

They were elected 
regional MIT and 
regional AIT at the 
business meeting held 
Sunday morning. 
Everyone had an amaz
ing time and is so 
pumped for the BBYO 
year ahead of them! 

The BBYO floor 
hockey season is under
way, - with five teams 
currently competing in 
the AZA Floor Hockey 
-League for the 
Borzy kowski- Brojges 
Championship Cup. 
The team in the lead as 
of mid-November was 
"Chadda2", Get your 
dresses and suits ready, 
sweetheart beau ball IS 
coming up! 

Correction 
The editorial in last week's Jewish Post & News, 

headlined "Conditional sentences mellningless with
out followup", said neither Shawna Lehr nor Russell 
Martens, two young adults convicted last June for 
the August, 1999 toppling of tombstones at HSBA 
Cemetery had shown up for Holocaust education ses
sions or paid any compensation for their vandalism, 
two of the requirements of their conditional sen
tences. In fact, they still hadn't paid any compensa
tion as of early this week, but contrary to earlier 
information The Jewish Post & News had received, 
they both have attended two Holocaust education 
sessIOns. 
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Israel EXTRA 
Israel still working on 
negotiated peace 

An Israeli team, at PM Barak's request, is working 
on a "final status" agreement between .Israel and 
the Palestinians. The plans deal with intermediate 
agreements that would be long term. Israel 
believes that Palestinians are not in a state to 
reach' a final agreement at this time. They' believe 
it is preferable to reach agreement on as many 
issues as possible, leaving the issues of Jerusalem 
and the future of the refugees for later. Israel 
would agree to recognize a Palestinian state, 
determine borders and resolve security issues. 

Israeli Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs 

The Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs is committed 
to providing information to the general public in 
an effort to foster better understanding of Israel's 
positions while it continues to search for and 
conclude a final status agreement with the Pales
tinians. Visit its "virtual embass( - its web site at: 
HYPERLINK http://www.mfa.gov.il where you can 
access a comprehensive range of information 
materials and regular updates. 

Canada-Israel Committee 
and UN 

Further to a National Post article, the CIC ex-
, '" . 

pressed disappointment that the UN General 
Assembly has a biased approach to the ongoing 
Middle East dispute. The UN system, says the CIC, 
"has allowed Palestinian leadership to avoid 
assuming responsibility for the ongoing crisis and 
its resolution through direct negotiations with 
Israe!." Furthermore, the CIC with its partner 
organizations, expects Canada to withhold support 
from anyone-sided or unbalanced resolutions. 
"Any resolution that characterizes disputed territo
ries in a pre-judgmental manner should be 
disqualified from support by Canada." 

Media bias 

A number of organizations have joined in the 
battle to see fair and balanced reporting on the 
Middle East. "Virtual Jerusalem" has initiated a 
media watch program including tips, links, action 
alerts, and articles to help you stay informed. The 
media watch program also tells you what you can 
do and who to contact if you encounter bias. 
Chec~: HYPERLINK http:/ www.virtualjerusalem.com 
for details. 

Speal<ers Bureau 

Should you or your organiza· 
tion wish to have more 
information on the situation in 
the Middle East, please contact 
Community Relations at 477-
7423. We will provide you 
with a speaker for meetings/ 
programs. 

Jcwish Appul 


