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Editorial/ comment 

Likud had better record of containing Palestinian violence 

W ould Israel be safer now, if former Likud 
leader Benjamin Netanyahu replaced Ehud 
Barak as prime minister of Israel? 

For the many Diaspora supporters of the peace process, 
it's probably painful to even consider such an option, 
because it implies the "land for peace" principle many 
have believed in no longer works. 

But the war of attrition Palestinians have been 
waging against Israeli soldiers and civilians since 
September is costing more lives each week. 

It's instructive to look at what happened before and 
after the Likud Party ousted the more dovish Labor 
coalition government in Israel's 1996 election. 

Islamic terrorist attacks on Israelis climbed sharply 
in the two years the signing of the Oslo peace accord, 
in September, 1993, when a Labor-led Israeli gov
ernment was in power. Between 1993 and 1995, the 
number of such attacks was more than double the toll 
in the previous two years, when a Likud-dominated 
government was in power. 

In the three years after Likud leader Benjamin 
Netanyahu's party regained power from Labor's cen
tre-leftist coalition, terrorism continue.d - but on a 
smaller scale, and less frequently. 

Netanyahu came to power with a pledge to negoti
ate "peace with security". His strategy was to force 
Arafat to clamp down on wouldbe terrorists in the 
Gaza Strip and the West Bank, if Arafat wanted 
peace negotiations to continue. 

Netanyal:tu also allowed an increase in the pace of 
Jewish settlement ·in the occupied territories.That 
put further pressure on Arafat to cooperate in enforc
ing security, before all available land was gone. 

Netanyahu then negotiated the Wye Accord with 
Arafat and U.S. pres'ident Bill Clinton in late 1998. 
That agreement wa~n 't implemented; but it would 
have been a major breakthrough for the Palestinians 
- giving them a series of connected parcels of land in 
the West Bank. 

It seems ironic, at first glance, that a hardline 
Netanyahu government had more success, negotiat
ing with the Palestinians and bringing about relative 
calm, than the dovish governments of Labor prime 
ministers Yitzhak Rabin, Shimon Peres and Barak. 

Maybe that's because the election of a Likud gov
ernment reduces Palestinian expectations. In con
trast, when a Labor government comes to power, 
Palestinian expectations and demands rise, and 
bombings and other attacks by radical Muslims 
determined to sabotage the peace process also soar. 

Today's tensions are far higher than two years ago, 
and there's no guarantee that the return to power of a 
Netanyahu-Ied government would end the conflict. 

But as the body count continues to rise, more 
dovish supporters of the peace process have to admit 
it: a more hardline Israeli government might be more 
effective again, in reducing Palestinian violence. 

Dry Bones 
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A warning to tourists 

The u.s. State 
Department has 
formally advised 

Americans to stay away 
from Israel, presumably 
because their lives 
would be in danger 
there. 

INSIDE ISRAEL 

CARL ALPERT 

The result has been 
the cance II ation of 
scheduled trips by tens 
of thousands of prospec
tive tourists. 

The blow to Israel's 
economy can well be 

imagined as hotels have 
closed and thousands of 
employees, tourist 
guides, bus drivers and 
restaurant staff have lost 
their jobs. 

The telev ision pic
tures and the press head
lines have certainly cre
ated an atmosphere of 
fear. Overlooked is the 
fact that with minor 
exceptions, all the vio
lence is taking place on 
the borders or in the ter
ritories known as Judea 
and Samaria. In the rest 
of the country, normalcy 
prevails in every 
respect. 

But if tourists are sup
posed to avoid dangers, 
I recommend that the 
Israeli government issue 
a warning to Israel is to 
cancel immediately all 
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It's also dangerous to travel in U.S. 
a way 
fro m 
t hat 
city. 

A statue in Sarasota, Florida: Like 
Israel, the U.S. is rich in museums, but 
it can also be hazardous for tourists, 
Carl Alpert writes. 
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scheduled trips to the 
U.S. - no, not by way of 
retal iation, but out of 
concem for the lives and 
safety of our Israeli trav
ellers. You see, however 
looked at, America is a 
dangerous place to be. 

In the year 1998, the 
latest year for which we 
could get the figures, 

. there were 1,531,040 
violent crimes commit
ted in the U.S., of which 
93, I 00 were rapes (cer
tainly a dangerous place 
for our attractive Israeli 
ladies), and 16,910 were 
murders. The national 
record for murders in 
proport'ion to popUlation 
is Washington,' D.C., so 
you are advised to stay 

ington, 
the nation's capital. Of 
course there is some 
local press coverage of 
such matters, but 
Americans have become 
accustomed to it, and it 
is never sensational ized, 
with lurid pictures on 
television. 

The United States has 
magnificent museums, 
gorgeous scenery, 
Impressive buildings 
and rich cui tural pro
grams, but tourists 
should be warned. In the 
past 10 years, there have 
been over 500 deaths 
from tornadoes, so keep 
away from Texas, 
Alabama, Oklahoma, 
Indiana, Florida, 

Georgia and a few other 
states. Of course there 
are other' storms as well, 
like hurricanes, 
typhoons and blizzards 
which took 365 lives in 
the past decade. On a 
more cheerful note, 
there were only 14 
deaths from earthquakes 
in the past 10 years. 

On the other hand, 
there were 174 deaths 
from explosions. 
Remember the World 
Trade Center and the 
gigantic tragedy that 
could have happened 
there? Keep away from 
highrise buildings. Have 
we mentioned traffic 
accidents? By all means, 
avoid private cars and 
buses. 

Even if you go about 
minding your own busi
ness, be careful to avoid 
looking suspicious. In 
1998 alone, there were 
14,500,000 arrests. You 
will have a chance to 
explain at police head
quarters. 

We don't want to 
sound racist, but if the 
danger in Israel is sup
posed to come from the 
Muslims, please note 
that there are five and a 
half million adherents of 
Islam in America, prac
tically equal in number 
to the Jews there. 

What are we driving 
at? If all this informa
tion were to be sensa
tionally displayed on 
television, night after 
night, there would cer
tainly be public alarm. 
Israel has its problems, 

to be sure, but as in the 
U.S., they don't inter
fere with normal life in 
the greater part of the 
country. 

Despite all the alarms, 
tourists are still coming, 
but for the most part, 
they are Christian pil
grims or just normal 
tourists from Germany. 
We learn from the 
Ministry of Tourism that 
in the first three quarters 
of this year, there were 
2.25 million tourists, an 
increase of 50 per cent 
over last year, and 
despit~ the present situa
tion, the year 2000 will 
be a record year. 

It is true that at the 
moment there are unsafe 
areas, but we keep away 
from them. Major 
tourist attractions like 
the Dead Sea, Eilat and 
the center of the country 
are quiet. 

Don't be a victim of 
television sensational
ism, and don't play into 
the hands of our foes, 
who are deliberately 
seeking. to undermine 
the country. Should you 
chance to witness some 
act of senseless vio
lence, or other distur
bance of the peace while 
you are enjoying your 
visit here, think of the 
pride with which you 
will be able to tell your 
friends and neighbors 
that you were there at 
the time. 

The writer lives in 
Haifa, Israel. 
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Israeli and Palestinian students take part in an interaction program in east
ern Jerusalem last year: A Jordanian-Palestinian-Israeli youth newspaper 
has suspended publication because of renewed Israeli-Palestinian fighting. 
WZPS pilato. 

An attempt to cross 
Middle East borders 

Present conflict has spilled over into Jewish-Arab youth newspaper 

A yala Pe 'er, an Israeli II th grad
er, had some very close Arab 
friends not so long ago. But she 

is not sure of their friendship any 
more. 

ISRAEL UPDATE 
She met 

them while 
working on 
Crossing 
Borders, a 
Dan ish-in i
tiated-and
financed 

NECHEMIA MEYERS newspaper 
prepared 

jointly by Jewish and Arab young peo
ple from Israel, together with their 
agemates from Jordan and the 
Palestinian Authority. 

Ayala came into the project when 
she was asked to participate in a jour
nalism course held in Amman last 
July. There, after some hesitation, the 
kids from the vllrious countries began 
to pal around with one another. This 
camaraderie continued afterwards, 
with e-mail and ordinary letters flow
ing backwards and forwards across 
national borders. But, as Ayala discov
ered, the tone of that correspondence 
changed with the outbreak of the cur
rent Intifada. Many of her former Arab 
friends told her in no uncertain terms 
that, in their eyes, she was nO\v an 
enemy. 

This charged atmosphere put the 
entire project into question. So to clar
ify the situation, a meeting of paJ·tici
pants in Crossing Borders was held in 
Turkey this month. 

Taking part were both the adult 
coordinators and the young people 
who actually put out the paper. But it 
was only the latter who were to decide 
whether the publication, of which 
there have already been five editions, 
would be printed for a sixth time. 

Ayala reports that "the atmosphere 
in Turkey was a far cry from what it 
had been in Jordan. Our delegation," 
she goes on, "was under constant 
attack from all the other participants, 
including the Israeli Arabs, who iden
tified completely with the 
Palestinians." 

A rather different appreciation of the 

situation comes from Shimon Maika, 
editor in chief of Crossing Borders, a 
staff member of the Givat Haviva 
Center f(\r Jewish-Arab Understand
ing, and coordinator of the Israeli 
group that works on the paper. 

While he admits that there were 
problems in Turkey, "all of us," he 
suys; "were willing and able to work 
together. A case in point is the close 
cooperation there between myself and 
the coordinator of the Palestinian 
group, Fanya Araj. It existed despite 
the fact that while we were chatting 
with one another, fire was being 
exchanged between the Jerusalem 
neighborhood of Gilo, where I live, 
and nearby Beit J ala, where she lives." 

In the end, it was decided that 
Crossing Borders would come out 
again in the near future. But it will be 
q~lite different from previous issues, 
which mainly carried stories on non
controversial topics. For example, 
Hamdan Jewel, a Palestinian, wrote 
about the problems of the disabled, 
Ofir Tabibian, an Israeli Jew, dis
cussed the Sydney Olympics, Costa 
Tadros and Omar Maayeh, two 
Jordanians, did a piece about a special 
kind of Arab drum and Reem Watad, 
an Israeli Arab, dwelt upon science 
and scientists. To the extent that poli
tics were discussed, the tone was gen
erally conciliatory. The next issue, 
however, will be devoted entirely to 
the Arab-Israel conflict, and partici
pants are expected to express them
selves in far sharper terms than they 
have done in the past. 

As things look now, it will be some 
time before the paper carries another 

article like that written a few months 
ago by Helen Kassem, an Israeli Arab. 

She wrote, inter alia: "Thanks to the 
arrival of peace in the region, the 

Middle East stands a good chance of 

becoming the most peaceful, beautiful 
'place in the world. The dark era has 
ended, and now it is time to open the 
windows and let the fresh air come 
gushing through." 

The writer lives in RellOvot, Israel. 
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How to fight an enemy 
who is also your partner? 

Critics saying government has tied the army's hands 
By GIL SEDAN 

JERUSALEM (JTA) -
These are good days for the 
followers of Meir Kahane, 

the militantly anti-Arab rabbi 
who was murdered 10 years ago 
in New York by a Palestinian. 
Although Kahane's Kach 
movement has been outlawed 
here for several years, Kach 
veterans, reinforced by young 
followers, have recently staged 
open demonstrations demand
ing a tough response from the 
Israel Defence Force to the 
ongoing Palestinian violence. 
Walls throughout the country 
have been smeared with the slo
gan, "Kahane Was Right," dec
~mted with the moVvement's 
emblem, a fist inside a yellow 
Star of David. 

Israeli demonstrators burn posters of 
Palestinian Authority President Vasser 
Arafat, and the Hebrew word for '.'murder
er," in front of Israeli Prime Minister Ehud 
Barak's residence in Jerusalem on 
November 20. Many Israelis are calling on 
Barak to drop his "policy or restraint" 
when dealing with the Palestinian violence. 
Credit: Briall Nelld/erIJTA. Noam Federman, one of the 

movement's leaders, has been 
visiting Jewish settlements in the West 
Bank, encouraging settlers to go out 
and fight. "You should know that if the 
IDF cloes not protect you, you must 
protect yourselves," he said at a recent 
meeting with settlers in Beit EI. "You 
must go out and shoot," he said. 

with Israeli and Palestinian leaders. 
Ross reportedly made some progress 
in getting the two sides to agree to 
talks aimed at not' only reducing the 
violence, but also leading back to 
negotiations. 

Although Kach is still a marginal 
force, even among Jewish settlers, the 
re-emergence of the ultranationalists 
after many years of underground activ
ity reflects a frustration ancl confusion 
wiclespread in Israeli society. Many 
Israelis, particularly settlers living in 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip, feel 
that the country has lost its sense of 
direction ancl that its leaders ignore the 
recommendations of the military for 
operations that would tilt the balance 
in Israel's favor. 

Even after Israeli hel icopters retali
ated November 20 for the bus attack 
by striking targets in Gaza City, there 
were reports of behind-the-scenes con
tacts taking place between Israeli and 
Palestinian officials about a possible 
resumption of the peace process. 

In the I ight of such reports, Israel 
aDd the Palestinians seem like a mar
ried couple that has exchanged blows -
and yet are still discussing ways to fix 
the marriage. This has had a direct mil
itary implication: 

For all its might, the IDF has been 
unable to stage an all-out war against 
people who could still be Israel's part
ner in peace. This has led Israeli critics 
to charge that the government has tied 
the army's hands. 

Some of their frustration boiled over 
November 20 after a terror bombing of 
an Israeli school bus in the Gaza Strip 
killed two Israelis and wounded nine 
others, including five children. Many 
Israelis were soon calling on Prime 

(Cont. on page 16. Sec "Enemy is 
also your partner".) 

Minister Ehud Barak to 
drop what he has been 
calling his "policy of 
restraint" when dealing 
with the ongoing 
Palestinian violence. 

The mounting frustra
tion was evident when 
settlers who gathered to 
pray at the site of the 
attack attached a sign to 
the bus' shattered wind
shield: "Prime Minister, 
You Have Blood on Your 
Hands." 

The Palestinians are 
calling the violence the 
AI-Aksa intifada, harking 
back to when Israeli 
opposition leader Ariel 
Sharon visited the AI
Aksa Mosque on 
Jerusalem's Temple 
Mount in late September. 
Israelis, by contrast, are 
now calling it a war of 
attrition. 

But is it really a war? 
U.S. Middle East peace 
envoy Dennis Ross met 

. separately two weeks ago 

Pagtakhan took part in 

U~~I~!~ng~?e ~et~ ~~l!~d~or~fN~~lber 
. 22 (MP's 'silence' re UN vote 'disappointing') casti

gating Rey Pagtakhan for the Liberal government's 
vote at the United Nations, I recalled an event in 
1989. On November 12, a rally was held on the front 
steps of the Legislative Building in support of Syrian 
Jewry. 

At the time, the honific plight of the Jews of Syria 
was neither well known nor publicized in the Jewish 
and secular presses. Yet a small, dedicated, and 
loosely organized group in Canada was busy trying 
to bring the story of the persecuted Jews of Syria to 
the forefront. 

The Jewish students of Winnipeg organized the 
rally, and letters were sent to all local Members of 
Parliament, the Legislative Assembly, and other 
politicians in the city. On that very, very cold winter 
evening, the rally was held. Several dozen people 
came to support Syrian Jews. 

But only two politicians showed up to speak: Reg 
Alcock and Rey Pagtakhan. 
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