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u:s~ 'Jewish news 

Behind the headlines 

Arab Americans backed Bush -.. / 

but future allegiances uncertain 
By HOWARD LOVY 

DEARBORN, Mich. 
(JTA) - Ali Baze, 29, a 
Lebanese American who 
immigrated to this coun
try 12 years ago, worked 
behind the counter of 
Cafe Ananas on Election 
Day, preparing shwarmas 
and mango smoothies. 
The cafe is located in this 
Detroit suburb that is 
dominated by the shadow 
of a sprawling Ford auto 
plant - and by its 300,000 
Arab American residents. 

Dearborn is home to the 
largest concentration of 
Arabs outside the Middle 
East. Its storefronts and 
sidewalks feature Arabic 
signs advertising halal 
meat - the Muslim ver
sion of kosher - and 
women covered head to 
toe in traditional Muslim 
dress. 

Baze, taking his time 
with the orders while his 
customers hung out near 
the counter, trying to 
make sense of the elec
tion returns on the big
screen TV, looked up and 

GEORGE BUSH: Arab 
Americans supported 
him because they link 
the increased violence 
in the occupied territo
ries with the Clinton ad
ministration. 

asked, in broken English, 
who everybody voted for . 
U.S. president. ,"Bush," 
was the immediate, uni
versal response. 

About a mile away, at 
Lowrey Middle School, 
a woman wearing a tradi
tional Muslim headscarf 
and a T-shirt emblazoned 
with the words, "Yalla, 
Vote!" guided a large 
crowd of Arab Americans 
toward the voting booths; 

Most of these voters were 
recent immigrants to the 
United States orfirst-gen
eration Americans. For 
many, it was their first 
time voting as American 
citizens. Most of them 
voted Republican. . 

. With the country still 
riveted on the legal wran
gling that will determine 
the outcome of the presi
dential elections, Jewish 
and Arab analysts are still 
assessing the impact of 
the Arab American vote 
and the unprecedented 
attention it got this elec
tion season. 

For Jews, the issue 
raises important ques
tions about the political 
leanings and new-found 
influence of the Arab 
American community -
and to what extent, if any, 
Arab clout could come at 
the expense of Jewish in
terests, 

For Arabs, the issue has 
drawn new attention. to 
their community, and 
what such attention 
means~ 

RE-NEW MOBILITY 
Arab American leaders 

said their community in 
Dearborn gave about 70 
percent of their vote to 
Bush, with about 7 per
cent going to Ralph 
Nader, whose Lebanese 
lineage and criticism of 
Israel appealed to many. 
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Leaders also said the 
community surprised 
even itself in how many 
of them turned out at the 
polls - about 48 percent-
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and that the traditionally 
Democratic community 
went Republican this time 
around. 

The reasons are many, 
among them the percep
tion that Republican 
George W. Bush paid 
more attention to Arab 
Americans during the 
campaign than his Demo
cratic opponent, Vice 
President AI Gore. 

Designating Michigan 
as a pivotal swing state, 
which he ultimately lost, 
Bush visited Arab Ameri
can leaders, actively 
courting their support and 
even mentioning their 
community by name in 
the second presidential 
debate, when he said they 
~uffer from racial profil
mg. 

But the top concern for 
Arab Americans, say ana
lysts, was the violence in 
the Middle East and the 
perception that President 
Clinton has not been a 
fair mediator in the peace 
process. 

"Obviously the' situa
tion in the Middle East, 
with the new intifada, did 
not help emotions in this 
community and they 
linked the deterioration 
in the situation with the 
Clinton administration," 
said Hassan Jaber, an 
Arab American activist 
in the Detroit area. 

If it were not for the 
violence in the Middle 
East, th,e Democrats 
would be a natural ally 
for Arab Americans, 
Lebanese immigrant 
Houssam Dakhlallah 
said. "Some people actu
ally believe the Demo
crats are better for the 
country, but they're 
thinking about the people 
who are dying," 
Dakhlallahsaid. "They're 
thinking that we can suf
fer a little bit, but they're 
suffering a lot. We've got 
to do th is for their sake." 

The more recent Arab 
immigrants are not only 
bringing to the United 
States their passion for 
Middle East issues, but 
are channeling it into the 
power of their vote. It's 
an embryonic political 
consciousness that began 
with their interest in the 
Middle East - that's where 
their families are, where 
their passions lie - but is 
beginning to develop into 
a more complex structure 
of advocacy and educa
tion in foreign and do
mestic issues. 

Behind the headlines 
Amid Mideast crisis, students 
struggle with lure of Israel trip 
By JULIE WIENER 

NEW YORK (JTA) - Steven Postal was eager to 
explore the Jewish state after he heard about the B irth
right Israel program from friends who went last year. 
But a few weeks ago, when he was accepted to the 
program and offered a free 10-day trip to Israel this 
winter, he politely declined. "I've never been abroad 
before and I thought this time, given all the violence 
over there, it wouldn't be a good time for it to be the first 
time," said Postal, a senior at George Washington 
University. . 

Amid renewed tensions between Israelis and Pales
tin ians, Birthright officials were hoping Postal's stance 
is not the dominant one as they prepared for what was 
supposed to be the program's largest trip yet. 

Last December and January, Birthright snagged head
lines and praise' with its debut trips, credited with 
energizing thousands of young, primarily North Ameri
can, Jews, many of whom had been largely uninvolved 
in Jewish life. But this year, the trip organizers are 
worried that potential participants will follow the lead 
of many American tourists" and heed a U.S, State 
Department advisory warning against travel to Israel -
and will cancel in large numbers. 

Program officials are insisting that the Birthright trip 
- which wjll bring 8,000 North Americans through a ' 
variety of programs - will not be canceled - even if 
numbers are reduced, and that it will be safe. To that 
end, they are stepping up security, hoping it will be 
enough not only to ensure no one is harmed on the trip, 
but to reassure jittery parents and travelers. 

Of those slated to go, "several hundred" have opted 
out of the trips, according to Marlene Post, Birthright's 
North American chairwoman. All have been replaced 
from the large waiting lists formed ofthe 17,000 people 
who applied, but were initially turned down due to 
limited space. . '. 

But the real test for this winter's round of Birthright 
trips - in which the college students and 20-somethings, 
most of whom have never been to Israel, are slated to 
tour the country - will be in the coming weeks, as 
departure dates loom and participants face deadlines 
for having their $250 U.S. deposits returned. The 
deposit, which ensure a spot on the trip, is returned at 
its conclusion . 

Students have until three weeks before their trips 
leave - December 2 for those on the first trip, scheduled 
to depart December 23 - to cancel. 
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World Jewish news 

Turkish journalists cause 
bomb scare at PM's office 

Police sappers checking for explosives outside the 
Prime Minister's Office in Jerusalem November 22. 
Copyright: /sralle(, 

Three Turkish journalists accompanyin o Turkish 
Foreign Minister Ismail Cem on a visit to ~he Prime 
Minister's Office in Jerusalem put the security on high 
alert when x-ray detectors revealed that they were 
carrying spent tear gas cartridges and other munitions .. 
The journalists explained that they had picked up the 
spent Israeli munitions near Gaza and wanted to show 
them to their foreign minister. The whole office was at 
first sealed off and workers told to remain in their 
offices. 

ORlO NEWS IN BRIEF I 
Russian official beaten 

MOSCOW (JTA) - The former deputy governor of 
the Kursk region in central Russia was hospitalized 
after he was severely beaten at the governor's office. A 
local official called the victim, Sergei Maksatchov, "a 
Yid who should be finished off." FormerGov. Alexan
der Rutskoy called on President Vladimir Putin to 
intervene after the November 20 attack. Two weeks· 
ago, the newly elected governor of the region, Alexan
der Mikhailov, apologized for anti-Semitic remarks he 
made earlier this month. 

Pro-Israel protesters 
attacked in Moscow 

MOSCOW (JT A) - A dozen teen-agers in Russia 
attacked three pro-Israel demonstrators outside Pales
tinian offices in Moscow, according to the Moscow 
office of the Anti-Defamation League. Pol ice arrested 
the teens, who accused officers of ::assisting the Zion
ists." 

Italian insurer to pay survivors 
NEW YORK (JTA) - An agreement to provide 

$100 million U.S. in payments for insurance claims 
and humanitarian assistance to Holocaust survivors 
was finalized between the Italian insurance company 
Assicurazioni Generali and the International Commis
sion on Holocaust Era Insurance Claims. Settlements 
with other insurance companies that are part of the 
commission's Holocaust~era restitution program are 
said to be nearing conclusioJ.1. 

. British group turns 240 
LONDON (JTA) - Britain's central Jewish organi

zation celebrated its 240th birthday on November 19. 
The Board of Deputies of British Jews was formed in 
1760, the same year that King George III assumed the 
throne. 

NPR Mideast coverage blasted 
NEW YORK (JT A) -The U.S. public radio network 

National Public Radio is biased in its coverage of the 
ongoing Israeli-Palestinian violence, a Middle East 
watchdog group claims in a full-page advertisement in 
The New York Times. In the November 19 ad, head
lined, "NPR Is Lying About Israel Again," CAMERA 
charges that NPR has unfairly cast "Israel as a ruthless 
aggressor against unarmed Palestinian children." 

Chechens may help Palestinians 
MOSCOW (JTA) - Chechen warlords are consider

ing assisting the Palestinians in the ongoing contlict 
with the Israelis, according to the Union of Councils for 
Soviet Jews and the Russian security service, The 
cQmmander of an IslamiC brigade in Chechnya said in 
a recently intercepted telephone conversation: "It is 
necessary that all true believers rise to fight the Jews." 

Panel trashes 
Jewish 

leaders in 
Britain for 

divorce 
problem 

By RICHARD ALLEN 
GREENE 

LONDON (JTA)- The 
Orthodox Jewish estab
lishment here is insensi
tive to the problem of 
Jewish women whose 
husbands refuse to grant 
them religious divorces 

~ , 
women's advocates say. 

The accusation follows 
a public forum devoted 
two weeks ago to the is
sue of agunot, as women 
in this predicament are 
called. 

It's an issue that is a 
contentious one in the 
United States and has 
gained increasing atten
tion in Britain in the past 
few years. Agunot Cam
paign co-founder Sandra 
Blackman said she was 
"very, very upset" that the 
Orthodox chief rabbi's 
office declined to send a 
rabbinic authority to par
ticip~te in the panel dis
cussIOn. 

Rabbi Jeremy Rosen, 
the only rabbi on the 
Agunot Campaign's four
member panel, said he 
was disappointed but not 
surprised that the chief 
rabbi had not sent a rep
resentative. He said there 
was a "lack of sympathy" 
for agunot among the 
British Orthodox estab
lishment. And he sug
gested that sexism was 
involved. "If the boot 
were on the other foot, if 
this were a problem that 
affected men, I think you 
would see a lot more ef
f0\1 tosolve the problem," 
he said. 

He said the panel had 
compared Britain 
unfavorably with other 
Jewish centers. "Most 
panelists fcIt that not 
enough is being done here 
as compared to Israel and 
America," Rabbi Rosen 
said. 

Spokesman Jeremy 
Newmark said that the 
head of the chief rabbi's 
task force on agunot, Judy 
Nagler, was present at the 
meeting. Nagler did not 
sit on the panel. 

Newmark added that 
Britain's chief rabbi, 
Jonathan Sacks, was un
able to attend the event 
because of a previous 
commitment to attend a 
World Jewish Reliefdin
nero But Blackman said 
that the problem of agunot 
"is also about world Jew
ish relief. and he should 
have been there." 
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Around the Jewish world 

Students make Europe smaller with newhomeonlnternet 
By JOSHUA 
SCHUSTER 

PARIS (JTA) - Invit
ing students from 32 Eu
ropean countries to take a 
"daily online kosher cof
fee break" for Jewish 
identity and unity, a sleek 
new Web site hopes the 
continent's Jewish youth 
movements will come out 
of their shells. 

The site, the brainchild 
of the European Union of 
Jewish Students, has all 
the latest technology, with 
chat rooms, videos, classi
fied ads and even offers all 
those who register free e
maiL The site was 
launched a few months ago 
at www.eujs.org. Now it 
just needs students. 

"We wanted to find a 
way to get as many peo
ple involved as we could 
across Europe, so we 
came up with the Web 
site as a way to reach eve
ryone," said Joelle Fiss, 
24, the full-time chair of 
the group, who is based in 
Brussels. "We think it is a 
way for people to inte
grate Judaism in their 
daily lives. They can post 

their opinions, have their 
own e-mail for their Jew
ish contacts, and keep in 
touch with the people they 
meet across Europe." 

There are approxi
mate�y 170,000 Jewish 
students across Europe, 
and each nation has its 
own student group. Stu-

dents gather once per year 
at a conference to jam all 
the learning, organizing 
and friendship building 
they can in a few days. 

Yet after such gather
ings, students go their 
separate ways and tend to 
lose the contacts they 
made, Fiss said. 

Open house. 
(Rea~ly open.) 
Here's your invitation to visit the 
great indoors-an airy, elegant Lindal 
Cedar Home. Step dght in and see 
where imagination, creative design 
and attention to detail can lead, 
There's more than enough room for 
everyone. See us today. 

ALindal Cedar Homes 
Illdepelldelltly distributed by: 

TWO RIVERS CEDAR HOMES 
1581 Ravelstone Ave. W. 

Ph. 989-4343 

THE RADY JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTRE PRESENTS 

anu a 
family Day 

Sunday, December 10 • II :00 am to 3:00 pm 

Jain us ·for a day of fun and excitement!! 

II :00 am 

12:00 pm • 2:00 pm 

Family Storytelling with Sheldon Oberman 

Gym Activities, Chanukah Crafts, 

Jungle Bounce 

12:00 pm - 2:00 pm 

1:30 pm 

Music and fun with Simmy the Clown 

Latke Making with Hal Bordy 

2:00 pm Carol Matas reads from "Rebecca" 

Magic with Darcy Oake • Balloon Animals 

Face painting' Door Prizes' Refreshments 

SpeCial Guests and more!!! 

Celebrate the Festival of Lights with family 

and friends at the Rady JCC this y~~~';;':;~; 

Admission is free for Chanukah Family Day 

Asper Jewish Community Campus' 123, Doncaster Street 

For more information, please call the RJCC at~?7. 7 5 10 
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