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Israel's vice-consul in Jordan shot 
Gunmen shot and wounded Israel's vice-consul in 
jordan, Yoram Havivian, in Amman November 19. 
The picture shows the vice-consul being transferred 
into Ein Kerem hospital in Jerusalem November 
19. In the background is Mr. Havivian's mother. 
Copyright: lsranet. 
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Israeli, Palestinian representatives 
try to reduce violence on the ground 
By NAOMI SEGAL 

JERUSALEM (JTA) 
- As Israeli-Palestinian 
violence enters its third 
month, representatives 
from the two sides are 
trying to reduce the scale 
of the fighting. There has 
even been talk of a new 
initiative to reach a peace 
deal. But the real test of 
these efforts will be seen 
on the ground, where the 
violence continues to 
claim Israel i and Pales
tinian lives. 

tionally a time for Islamic 
militancy Israeli security 
forces are bracing for the 
conflict to intensify. 
Meanwhile, over the No
vember 2S weekend; the 
two sides met on the dip
lomatic and security 
level. 

joint liaison offices with 
the Palestinians· closed 
after an Israeli soldier was 
killed in a blast at one of 
the Gaza Strip offices. 

That phone conversa
tion was followed by a 
reported meeting Novem
ber2S between Arafat and 
Israel i Cabinet Minister 
Am.non Lipkin-Shahak. 
And on November 26, the 
head of Israel's Shin Bet 
domestic security service, 
A vi Dichter, met in Egypt 
with the head of the Pal
estinian security service 
in Gaza, Mohammed 
Dahlan. At the same time, 

With the start Novem
ber27 of the Muslim holy 
month of Ramadan tradi-

In a phone call initiated 
November 24 by Russian 
President Vladimir Putin, 
Prime Minister Ehud 
B,IJ'ak and Palestinian 
Authority President 
Yasser Arafat pledged to 
work to resume security 
coordination. The day 
before, Israel ordered the 

Enemy is also your partner 
(Cont. from page S.) 

Governmentofficials respond that they 
have adopted a pol icy of restraint be
cause they bel ieve that a stronger re
sponse could lead to an escalation that 
may prove uncontrollablc. 

Even if the lOF were given the go
ahead for an all-out war, it would be 
virtually impossible to fight, given that 
it would not be facing an army, but 
rather a combination of armed street 
gangs and children throwing stones. 

At least for now, the government has 
opted for a mostly, defensive pol icy. The 
Palestinians have marked thesettlcments 
and the army in the territories as their 
prime targets. 

The army's chief task has been to 
protect itself and the settlements. Asa 
result, a thick veil of military defence 
blankets the settlements, and movement 
between the settlements is often done 
with military escorts. 

The army has also gone on the offen
sive from time to time, as it did with the 
November 20 retaliatory hel icopter 
strikes in Gaza City. 

While such actions may help the na
tional morale, they are not likely to tip 
the scale in Israel's favor. Is there any
thing that could? Military experts speak 
of massive bombings, cutting off elec
tricity and water to the Palestinians and 
limiting the movement of Palestinians 
within the sel f-rule areas: In other words, 
make the Palestinian civilian popUla
tion a target. 

But this is exactly the sort of escala
tion that Israel has been trying to avoid. 
"We must exert pressure on the Pales
tinians until they call for a cease-fire," 
the IDF chief of staff, Lt Gen. Shaul 
Mofaz, said last week..He did not, how
ever, spell out how this could· be 
achieved. 

In recent days, the government began 
to withhold millions of dollars in tax 
receipts from the Palestinian Authority. 
Some officials feel that such economic 
sanctions may ultimately help end the 
violence. 

Although most top lOF officials share 
Barak's view that a military escalation 
would be counterproductive, there have 
been differences regarding just how far 
the army should go. The lOF's deputy 
chief of staff, Maj. Gen. Moshe Ya' alan, . 
is reportedly a driving force in the army 
for more drastic and daring actions 
against the Palestinians. 

After Palestinian Authority President 
Yasser Arafat ordered Palestinian gun
men November 17 to stop firing at Israe
lis from Palestinian-ruled areas, Ya' alon 
was among the first to warn that Arafat 
had thereby given implicit approval for 
Palestinians to shoot from areas under 
Israel i control. 

Despite the differences within the top 
military echelons regarding how to pro
ceed, the army has stuck to its mostly 
defence posture. As a result, the strong
est army in the Middle East now waits 
for P?I iticians to save the day. 

regional commanders of 
the Israel Defence Force 
reportedly met with thei~ 
Palestinian security coun
terparts. 

The site of the Dichter
Dahlan meeting indicates 
that Egypt is not yet aban
doning its role of media
tor, even though it re
called its ambassador to 
Israel last week. 

Also on November 26, 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak met with 
Barak's chief security 
adviser, Danny Yatom. 
During the meeting, 
Mubarak reportedly told 
Yatom that Israel must 
implement confidence- ~ 
building measures before 
the Palestinian Authority 
can justify taking any 
steps to stop the violence. 

As a gesture linked to . 
the start of Ramadan, Is
rael on November27 reo
pened the Karni Crossing 
into Gaza to allow the 
flow of food, medicines 
and other essentials. De
spite the various contacts, 
violence on the ground 
has continued largely 
unabated. 

Over the November 2S 
weekend,at least 10 Pal
estinians and two Israelis 
were killed in clashes in 
the West Bank and Gaza. 
The two Israelis were 
Ariel J araffi, 40, who was 
killed in an ambush in the 
West Bank, and Maj. 
Sharon Arameh, 25, who 

. was killed during a gun 
battle in southern Gaza. 

On November 26, the 
Jerusalem neighborhood 
ofGilo again came under 
fire from the neighboring 
Arab town of Beit Jalla. 

On November 27, gun 
battles erupted in the 
West Bank after Israeli 
troops killed five Pales
tinians near Kalkilya the 
night before. 
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School bus terror attack spurs rethinking oJresponse to violence 
By NAOMI SEGAL 

JERUSALEM (JTA) ~.J a . b~s 
- A terror bombing (: P' travelm~ m 
against an Israeli school " ~ h the G.alllee 
bus in the Gaza Strip last that lightly 
week is forcing Prime w 0 u n d e d 
Minister Ehud Barak to two passen-
re-evaluate his response gers. ~s~ael 
to Palestinian violence. Telev IS Ion 
Since violence erupted qu~te~. Is-
across the region in late raeh n1lhtmy 
September, Barak has sou.rces as 
adhered to what he has saYll1g that 
described as a policy of ~he Palestin-
restraint in hopes of Ians have 
avoiding an escalation of apparently 
the conflict and leaving reduced the 
the door open for the re- overall v io-
sumption of negotiations Neve zuf protest in Jeru lence, but 
with the Palestinians. Protesting children November 16 from the settlement of Neve are now en-

The November 20 at- Tzuf wher.e a hi~h school teacher and mother of five was gaging 111 

lack - which claimed the m~rdered m a drive-by terrorist attack two weeks ago. The T _ more serious 
lives of two Israeli civil- shIrts. read "The people don't want an imaginary peace". attacks. 
ians and wounded nine 
others, including five 
children - has raised new 
questions about whether 
the Palestinian Authority 
really wants to resume 
talks. Hours after the at
tack, ISI:aeli army helicop
ters and navy shipsrock
eted Palestinian targets in 
Gaza City. 

Copynght: /smllet. The Israeli 

a senior Palestinian Au
thority official said Pal
estinian police can now 
fire on Israel i troops who 
shoot at Palestinian dem
onstrators. Ahmed 
Abdel-Rahman, the Pal
estinian Authority's gen
eral secretary, said the 
self-rule government 
made the decision after 
Israel "shot the peace 
process in the heart" with 
its missile strikes a day 
befOl'e in Gaza City: 

The same day, Pales
tinian police opened fire 
Oil Israel i troops guard
ing the Gush Katif settle
ment bloc in Gaza, the 
Israeli army said. 

A Palestinian intelli
gence officer wus killed 
by return fire. Palestinian 
gunmen also shot at an 
army patrol along Ihe Is
raeli-Egyptian border in 
southern Gaza, prompt
ing fire from the Israeli 
troops. 

traveling in a convoy, Is
rael's army said. 

The· attack occurred as 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Ehud Barak visited a 
nearby military base. By 
November 21, the Israel i 
army was sending heavy 
armored vehicles to Gaza 
to support Israeli troops 

. stationed ulong the road 
connecting the Gush 
Katifsettlement bloc and 
the Kisufim Crossing into 
Israel, which has become 
a focal point for clashes 
in recent days. 

Israeli media reports 
said the action was part 
of an overall effort to "di
vide" Gaza, preventing 
Palestinians in the north
ern part access to the 
southem part, where the 
majority of Jewish settle
ments are located. There 
were heavy exchanges of 
fire between Palestinian 
gunmen and Israel i troops 
across Gaza on Novem
ber 21. 

air and sea 
strikes on Gaza City on 
November 20 were the 
most serious Israeli re
taliation for Palestinian 
attacks last week. That 
response stood in marked 
contrast to what happened 
two weekends ago, when 
an Israeli soldier was 
killed. 
(Cont. on page 18. See 
"School bus attack".) 

Egypt recalls ambassador 
(Cont. from page q 

The last time Egypt recalled its ambassador was 
during Israel's 1982 war in Lebanon. An Islamic sum
mit held two weeks ago in Qatar "invited" Arab and 
Muslim states to sever all .relations they have with 
Israel, but left it to the individual capitals to decide 
whether to follow this suggestion. 

The Egyptian move threw into sharp relief the gulf 
between expectations and realities as the Israeli-Pales
tinian crisis lurches from incident to fatal incident. 
Only two days earlier, former Israeli President Ezer 
Weizman and the prime minister's security chief, Danny 
Ya~om, returned from talks with Mubarak saying they 
belIeved he now better understood Israeli concerns in 
the confI ict. 

And just hours before Cairo's announcement No
vember21, Israeli sources had been saying that Mubarak 
would .make a last-~itch effort to head off a looming 
escalatIOn. They s;lId he had summoned Palestinian 
Authority President Yasser Arafat for urgent- talks 
November 21, following an impassioned telephone 
call from Weizman, who assured Mubarak that Arafat 
is capable of reining in the violence if wants to. Pales
tinian sources said Arafat had not been summoned but 
rather had been planning a trip to Cairo on November 
21, ~:lI1e of the frequent visits he makes to the Egyptian 
capital. 
. In ;~ny .event, Ararat decided not to go, citing the 

situation III the wake of the Israeli missile strikes the 
nigh~ b.efore. Israeli hopes of an II th-hour Egyptian 
mediation effort seemed to have been built on sand and 
the situation looked bleaker than ever. The change in 
atmosphere was as swift as it was douT. . 

Indeed, two weekends ago, the situation had looked 
relatively promising. On November 17, Arafat ordered 
Palestinian gunmen to stop firing at Israelis from 
Palestinian-ruled areas. 

a Chai ring 

and 

Barak said Israel would 
continue to strike back 
against the violence, and 
he denied reports that the 
hands of the arrriyare 
being tied by the political 
echelon. "We will con
tinue to act as needed to 
ensure that the vio.lence 
stops. We are not going 
into a picnic, but a diffi
cult battle:~ Barak told 
reporters during a visit to 
(he Beersheba hospital 
where the Israelis 
wounded in the bombing 
attack were being treated. 
That battle continued 
November21-onthedip
lomatic front as well as 
on the ground. Egypt an
nounced it was recalling 
its ambassador to Israel 
in the wake of the attack 
on Gaza City. 

Also on November 21, 

In yet another incident 
in Gaza, an Israeli civil
iun was critically 
wounded after Palestin
ian gunmen shot him in 
the head as he was 

In the West Bank, ex
changes were also re
ported around Jericho and 
Tulkarm. There was also 
a reported firebombing of a Chai pendant 

from Celia's Jewellery 

Call Elba Raid at REALCARE today 
Ph. (204) 957-7325 Fax (204) 975-1065 
e-mail: realcare@escape.ca 
Offices at 401- 321 McDennot Avenue 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3A OA3 

Providing: 
• Alzheimer Care· Palliative Care 
• Post-Operative Care • Stroke Care 
• Long-Term Care· Rehabilitation· Respite 
• 'Coming home' new Moms and infants 

Provided by: 
.. RN's • LPN'S· Health Care Aides 
• Home Support Workers· Companions 

We offer a variety of programs andservlces • 
• bldlvldually.tfeslglled care packages you help 
create to meet your speclnilleeds 

·24 bour-a.tfay care, selle/I days a week 
• Full·time or parl·tlme 
• At home, 111 bospital, 111 llUrslllg alld care 

homes 
• Advice all how 10 gel the mostfromyour FREE 

provillclni homecare be/,eflts 

(not exactly as shown) 

along with the latest edition 
Show & Save card 

(doesn't expire until Mar. 31/2001 

SHOW & SAVE 
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and a $10 -gift coupon for 

*price includes P.S.T and G.S.T. 
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