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Sports news/ scores 

Jewish players only history in National Basketball Association 

t,-. he most popular 
~ "Sporting Touch" 

..is. columns each year 
are Jews in the National 
Football League, the Na
tional Hockey League 
and in major league base
ball. 

SPORTING TOUCH 

HARVEY ROSEN 

Readers of the afore
mentioned enjoy reading 
about fellow Jews who've 
reached the pinnacle, and 
those laboring in the mi
nors and still dreaming of 
stardom. 

There was a time when 
this messenger also wrote' 
an annual piece on Jews 
in the National Basket
ball Association. The last 
two were printed in the 
fall of 1990 and 1995. 

The format has obvi
ously changed since, to 

Stars like Danny Schayes, Doron Sheffer have left 
my knowledge, no Jew
ish player is laboring at 
present in the NBA. The 
last performer was Danny 
Schayes, a center, who 
packed it in a year ago 
after riding the bench 
briefly with the Minne
sota Timberwolves. 

The 6', I I" Schayes, 
son of basketball Hall of 
Farner Dolph Schayes, 
had hoped at age 40 to 
squeeze out one more 

. campaign under the big 
top. It was not to be for 
the 1981 first-round 
draftee of the Utah Jazz, 
who also played in the 
Maccabiah Games in 
1977 and '8\. 

The former Syracuse 
All-American cre'dited 
his longevity in the NBA 
to his healthy lifestyle, 
He trained 12 months ~ 
year and felt he'd been 
blessed with good genes. 
His dad played 16 years 
with Syracuse before the 
franchise moved to Phila
delphia, where Dolph be
came player-coach of the 
76ers during the 63-64 
season. In retrospect, he 

admitted that he left the 
game too soon. Dolph 
was 36 at the time . 

Another NBA impact 
player now in the~ front 
office of the Milwaukee 
Bucks is Ernie Grunfeld. 
The Romanian-born Jew 
was a star at the Univer
sity of Tennessee, and 
played in the Maccabiah 
Games and won an Ol
ympic gold medal with 
the U.S. team in 1976. 

Grunfeld turned pro 
with the Bucks in '77, 
and eventually played 
with Kansas City and the 
N.Y. Knicks. 

When Ernie, a guard, 
played in the '76 games 
in Israel, he was the only 
high school student on the 
starting five, and led the 
U.S. team with a 20-point 
per game average. 

Other NBA Jewish 
players of note over the 
years were Max 
Zaslofsky who led the 
NBA in scoring in 1948 
and was the foul shooting 
leader in 1950 with an 
84.3 per cent, Neil Farber, 
Barry and Joel Kramer, 

from Russia 
in 1992. Ap
parently 
Chabadniks 
used to show 
up at games 

. in their black 
coats and 
hats to cheer 
him on. 

fered a contract. He re
turned to Israel, where he 
signed with the Tel Aviv 
team for $400,000. The 
Jerusalem Post noted that 
Doron had repeatedly 
said basketball was a way 
of fulfilling himself, and 
that he had grown as much 
as he could on the court, 
and it was time for him to 
move on. 

o Did you know that 
Washington Wizards 
owner Abe Pollin actu
ally changed his team's 
former name (Bulletts) 
after the assassination of 
Yitzhak Rabin. 

MAX ZASLOFSKY: Led the NBA 

o Haskell 
Co-hen, 
former P.R. 
director of 
the NBA, 
passed away 
recently. He 
was noted 
for having 
created the 
NBA AII
Star Game 
and brought 
the first TV 

o The Miami Dolphins 
have been playing their 
past three games without 
Jewish QB Jay Fiedler, 
who has a slightly sepa
rated shoulder and 
pinched nerve. 

in scoring in 1948. 

Art Heyman, Coach Red 
Auerbach and Red 
Holzman. . 

Today Coach Larry 
Brown of the '76ersis the 
most prominent Jew in 
the NBA. Unless, of 
course, you want to in
clude league commis
sioner David SteI:n. Larry 
has his team off to a very . 
promising start with a 13 
and 2 mark. 

His greatest challenge 
as a coach since he came 
over from Indiana in the 
1997-98 season is main-

. taining a positive relation
ship with superstar guard 
Allen Iverson, who is ex
plosive both on and off 
the floor. . 

The recently turned 60-
year-old Brown is from 
another era and, shall we 
say, his values at times 
clash with Iverson's. 

It has been said that 
wherever Brown has 
been, he eventually gets 
on the players. The veter
ans, especially, tIre of his 
methods. He is quite de
manding, which is posi
tive for the younger play
ers. 

Brown, himself, played 
college ball at the Uni
versity of North Carolina 
between 1959 and '63. In 
376 games in the now
defunct American Bas
ketball Association 
where he was an all-star 
guard, Larry averaged 
11.3 points per game. He 
has also coached in the 
NBA for New Jersey, 
Denver, and San 
Antonio. 
POST PATTER: 

o I learned recently that 
there was a 23-year-old 
Israeli who played in 
1998 with the Dallas 
Mavericks. Martin 
Muurseppp made aliyah 

contract to 
the league. 

o A possible Jewish 
NBA player retired this 
past summer. Doron 
Sheffer, one of Israel's 
greatest basketball play
ers ever, decided at age 
28 that he'd had enough 
of the hoop game. The 
former University of 
Connec~icut player was 
drafted by the Los Ange
les Clippers, but not of-. 

The writer, a Jewish 
W innipegger, is a former, 
school teacher, and cov
ers football and hockey 
for Canadian Press and 
Broadcast News. 

Keep in touch wit}l 
Sporting Touch. Send 
news about J ewishsports 
to Harvey Rosen, 360 
Scotia'Street, Winnipeg, 
Man., R2V IW7. 

Recreation Men'sBowlingLeague 
By SAUL LONDON, secretary 

Weekly high scores - November 29 
HIGH TRIPLE: Terry Robinson 636 (221 ;220, 195); 
Darren Earn 597 (236,203); Jack Buchalter 583 (233, 
191); Herb Singer 574 (223); Gary Granzberg 572 
(213,193); Avery Spigelman 561(212); Ken Sasley 
550 (199); Frank Zipursky 545 (231); Earle Laveman 
529 (224); Lou Fingerote 529 (208); Mickey Rosenberg 
518; Hersh Doctoroff517; Gary Verin 516 (221), 

HIGH SINGLE: Harold Swick 199; Saul London 188; 
Itz Jacob 187; Moe Pollock 183; Jack Lichtman 180. 

Gateway Mixed Bowling League 
By SADIE WOLFSON, secretary 

Weekly high scores - week of November 26 
HIGH TRIPLE 

MEN: Saul London - 549 (188, 191); Herb Singer-
548 (182, 188); AI Ruhr - 517 (210); Ken Sylvester -
SIS (201); Sid Zipursky - 508 (196). . 
WOMEN: Fern Yamron -507 (157,189,161); Chama 
Gilman - 499 (166, 187); Rose Sylvester - 465 (181); 
Naida Rubin - 463 (154, 165). 

HIGH SINGLE \ 
MEN: Harvey Appelle - 186. 
WOMEN: Honey Kowall - 170. 

Jewish Women InternationallO-Pin 
Bowling League 

By LIBBY GREENFIELD 
Weekly high scores - week of November 22 
HIGH TRIPLE: SadieWolfson-557 (178,21 1,168); 
Rennie Elfenbein - 530 (168, 181, 181); Carole Jeffries 
- 494 (170, 174); Maxine Benditt - 487 (193); Janice 

. Levine - 484 (165, 170); Rochelle Pincovich - 472 
(164,178). 

HIGH SINGLE: Eleanor Dashevsky - 184; Annette 
Axelrod - 174; CharnaGilman - 166; Kitty Silver- 166; 
Belva Shaff - 162; Elaine Paul - 161. 
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Canadian Jewish news 

Canada-Israel Committee comments 
on Canadian votes at UN 

OTTA W A - The Canada-Israel Committee last week 
expressed its disappointment that once again, the United 
Nations General Assembly opted for a bias and preju
dicial approach to the ongoing Middle East dispute. 

By introducing and passing resolutions at the com
mittee level that reflect an unbalanced and prejudicial 
approach to the Middle East, the UN system has 
allowed the Palestinian leadership to avoid assuming 
responsibility for the ongoing crisis and its resolution 
through direct negotiations with Israel. 

The Canada-Israel Committee along with its partner 
organizations fully expect the Govemment of Canada 
to withhold its support for any and all of the resolutions 
that are either one-sided or reflect a lack of balance. 

Moreover, any UN resolution - in the General As
sembly or other UN agencies that characterizes the 
disputed territories in a pre-judgmental manner (e.g., 
"occupied Palestinian territories"), should be disquali
fied from consideration for support by Canada. 

"The commitment we received from Prime Minister 
Chretien following Canada's regrettable vote for UN 
Security Council resolution 1322, was that he would 
ensure that the government will not support any resolu
tions that are either one-sided, unbalanced or pre
judgmental," said Joseph Wilder, Winnipeg-based CIC 
national chair. "We fully expect that when the offensive 
resolutions referred to in a media report earlier today 
come before the UN General Assembly, Canada will 
honor the prime minister's word and not support them." 

The Canada-Israel Committee (CIC) is the official 
representative of the Canadian Jewish community on 
matters pertaining to Canada-Israel Relations. Its part
ner organizations are B 'nai Brith Canada, Canadian 
Jewish Congress, Canadian Zionist Federation, UIA 
Federations Canada and the Jewish communities of 
Canada. 

* * 
* * 

Heated Canadian campaign played tug of war with Jews 
By BILL 
GLADSTONE 

TORONTO (JT A) -
As Prime Minister Jean 
Chretien prepares for his 
return ,to Ottawa for a 
third consecutive major
ity government, he leaves 
behind a' campaign that 
courted Canada's Jewish 
vote as never before .. 

At the height of the 
campaign, in which an 
unusual amount of mud 
was slung, Jewish Parlia
ment member Elinor 
Caplan, who represents a· 
sizeable Jewish elector-
ate in a district north of 

JACK SILVERSTONE, 
executive director, Ca
nadian Jewish Con
gress: Mixed views 
about the Canadian 
government's voting 
record at the UN. 

Toronto, declared supporters of the Canadian Alliance 
to be "Holocaust deniers, prominent bigots and rac
ists." 

Jack Silverstone, the national executive director for 
the Canadian Jewish Congress, said that while he's 
convinced the accusation is not true, it shows how the 
Canadian Alliance engaged in a fierce tug of war with 
the Liberals over Jewish support during the heated, 37-
day campaign leading up to the November 27 election. 

The Liberals won 170 seats in the 301-seat Parlia
ment and the Quebec-based separatist party, the Bloc 
Quebecois, dropped to 38 seats, six less than in the last 
Parliament. As before, the official opposition is the 
right-wing Canadian Alliance Party, which held steady 

at 68 seats, mostly in western Canada. Five Jewish 
members of Parliament, all Liberal, retained their seats, 
including Herb Gray, who currently serves as deputy 
prime minister. 

According to Silverstone, the government's support 
of a recent United Nations resolution that seemed 
"unfair and unbalanced" in its condemnation of Israel 
probably cost the Liberals some Jewish votes. "But 
we're also aware that the Canadian representatives 
have taken important positive initiatives in support of 
Israel at the United Nations that have been welcomed 
by the Israeli government," Silverstone said. 

It was perhaps disenchantment with the Liberals 
arising from the UN vote that sparked the heated 
campaign rhetoric in pursuitof Jewish votes, Silverstone 
said. "A great deal of effort was made to draw our 
community in partisan ways to a degree unprecedented 
in our experience," he said. 

Although Canada's Jewish community numbers only 
350,000 in an overall popUlation of30 million, Jewish 
votes are seen as key in a handful of urban districts, 
mostly in Montreal and Toronto, which are regarded as 
traditional Liberal strongholds. 

"We repeatedly had to remind the players" from the 
Liberal and Canadian Alliance parties "that we are a 
non-partisan organization and that we do not endorse 
candidates for political office," said Silverstone, "We 
resisted their aggressive attempts to make a political 
football outof our community . We have good relations 
with all the parties and we were not going to be dragged 
into a partisan debate, despite their most intense ef
forts." 

A Chanukah Gala 
Eight Winnipeg Organizations 

Light Up the Community 

* pm involves all three Hebrew schools: 

A· Chanabah Gala 

On Sunday, December 17th 
from 2:00 - .4:30, everyone is 
invited to an afternoon of games, . 
crafts, food and song at Shaarey 
Zedek Synagogue. Eight 
Winnipeg organizations are involved 
in this event to include and welcome 
as many people as possible. 

Brock Corydon, Shore Elementary 
and Margaret Park. 'We were very 
fortunate that Rabbi Berkal and 
accompanist, Mitch Parks agreed to 
perform at the Chanukah concert, 
which will follow the activities on 
Sunday. They are continuing a long
standing tradition of Chanukah 
performances at Shaarey Zedek. We 
felt that performances by the children 
will also add joy and spirit. We were 
so thrilled when all three Hebrew 
Schools agreed to play an integral 
role in this intergenerational and 
community event," adds Elaine. 
"There's morel" says Alice 
Weissmann, Shaarey Zedek 
Sisterhood president." Sisterhood is 
preparing special Chanukah kits to 
serve as centre pieces. We will be 
donating these to JCFS." Shalom 
Home Inc. also shares a role in all 
this planning and is preparing for the 
transportation and participation in this 
fun-filled afternoon. 

For the whole community! 

At Shaarey Zedeb Synagogue 
Sunday, DECEMBER 17~ 2000 

2-4:30 pm 
Cost: $3.00 a person or $10.00 for a family 

If you arrive after 3:15 for the concert only, admission is free! 

j'':' . 
::. " . . '~. ,; , Chai~rson: ElCline Stitz . .' 

, . . . .:. i- . Rbrticiptxting o..ganizatio~s: 

• Sha~r~ 'Zoo~~Si~~rhood ; -;: • ..... Shalom Residences InC. 
. ,'c' ,"" , ." 

What is happening on this Sunday? 
'Well, from 2:00 - 3:30", explains 
Marcy Dempsey, .. the CityWide 
Youth groups will be running 
Chanukah-related game and craft 
centres. It's a great way to involve the 
younger children and families." "As 
well", continues Elaine Stitz, 
Chairperson, "The Kanee Centre of 
the Sharon Home Inc., is arranging 
for some of its residents to attend. We 
will have reserved seating for them 
during the activities. Each senior will 
be paired with a youth, who will serve 
them refreshments and ask them 
about their Chanukah experiences." 
Joseph Wolinsky students are also 
involved in the activities and 
exchanges with the seniors, Judaic 
Studies Team Leader Lori Binder 
adds, "It's a meaningful opportunity 
for the students to give at Chanukah 
and get involved in the community," 
Adele Lewin from Jewish Child and 
Family Services is inviting 
newcomers to Shaarey Zedek an 
hour early "to learn about Chanukah 
in their language. They are also being 
paired with Shaarey Zedek families 

. and they will meet and spend a fun 
afternoon together." 
The Chanukah concert at 3:30 -,4:30 

Comments Rabbi Alan Green, "The 
eight branches of the Chan ukiah 
(Chanukah Menorah) are symbols of 
wholeness. When we light the 
Chanukiah on Chanukah, it is as if we 
are lighting up the whole Tree of Life -
the fine fabric of divine intelligence 
that holds the universe together. 
These eight organizations are like 
small lights coming together to form 
one large flame. In this way we seek 
to enliven the light of unity and 
harmony throughout the Winnipeg 
Jewish Community, and the World, 

.. 


