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Activist rabbi· says Jews 
should rally for the recount 

~erkeley protesters prevent 
speech by Netanyahu 

By SHARON SAMBER 
WASHINGTON (JTA) - Minority voters in Florida 

have been disenfranchised, says a Jewish activist. 
That, he said, makes the presidential vote recount a 
civil rights issue - therefore a Jewish issue. "Jews 
should be helping others," said Rabbi Steven.Jac~bs, 
spiritual leader of Kol Tikvah in Woodland Hills, 
Calif., who has traveled to Florida forrallies and events 
over the past few weeks. Jacobs and the Rev. Jesse 
Jackson, a leading black civil rights leader, held a 
prayer vigil November 28 outside the Florida Supreme 
Court to protest what they view as the disenfranchise
ment of voters. Jacobs said thousands of people, in
cluding a "terrific" Jewish presence, heard a powerful 
Jewish message: Each person's vote should be counted. 
. Jacobs objects to the suggestion that the election 
must be decided as quickly as possible despite the 
lingering questions. "I reminded people that when 
Moses was in Egypt he didn '(say to the children of 
Israel, 'Let's get it over, let's concede,' ,. he said. 
Jacobs and other activists planned to hold a rally 
November 29 at the Stephen Wise Free Synagogue in 
New York. Jacobs and Jackson maintain there was a 
concerted effort to keep blacks and Haitian Americans 
away from the polls in Florida on Election Day. . 

A veteran of the civil rights movement, Jacobs Said 
many Jews were confused by ballots in Palm Bea,ch 
County but were denied assistance. Democrats clmm 
Palm Beach County's fold-out "butterfly ballot" was 
so confusing that votes meant for Democrat Al Gore 
were accidentally cast for Reform Party candidate Pat 
Buchanan. 

At an event November 27 at Florida A&M Univer
sity in Tallahassee, Jackson urged U.S. Attorney Gen
eral Janet Reno to investigate alleged voting irregulari
ties in Florida. 

By JOE ESKENAZI 
Jewish Bulletin of 
Northern California 

BERKELEY, Calif.
Hundreds of protesters 
shouting "Support the 
Palestinians, choose a 
side" and "No free speech 
for war criminals" 
blocked the gate leading 
to the Berkeley Commu
nity Theatre November 
28, forcing the cancella
tion of a scheduled speech 
by former Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu. Additional 
talks by Netanyahu that 
were scheduled Novem
ber 29 and 30 in San 
Mateo and San Rafael 
were subsequently 
canceled. 

Waving banners read
ing "Zionism=Nazism" 
and "End U.S. aid to Is
rael," the crowd was esti
mated at more than 500 
by the Berkeley Police 
Department and at 200 to 
250 by observers. With 
only a fraction of the 
throng bursting through 
understaffed police bar
ricades, the event was ef
fectively doomed. By 
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Join us for a day of fun and excitement!! 
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Family Storytelling with Sheldon Oberman 

Gym Activities, Chanukah Crafts, 

Jungle Bounce 
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Carol Matas reads from "Rebecca'\ 
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BENJAMIN 
NETANY AHU, former 
Israeli prime minister: 
Cancelled three sched
uled speeches. 

roughly 7: 15 p.m., about 
45 minutes before the 
scheduled speech, at least 
2,000 subscribers to the 
Berkeley Speakers Series 
had formed a massive line 
near the Berkeley High 
School campus, where 
the theater is located. 

More than a few showed 
up expecting to hear a 
speech from former Sec
retary of State Henry 
Kissinger, for whom 
Netanyahu was a replace
ment speaker. Kissinger 
is recovering from a heart 
attack in late October. At 
that point, a portion of the 
protesters tore through 
police tape, massed in 
front of the chain-link gate 
leading to the campus, and 
moved up and down the 
long line of ticket-hold
ers, engaging in dialogues, 
handing out leaflets and 
shouting slogans through 
bullhorns. Berkeley police 
chained the gate shut, pre
venting the entry of pro
testers and ticket-holders 
alike. The 50 to 60 police 
officers made no attempt 
to separate the ticket-hold
ers from the protesters or 
clear out a path for the 
ticket-holders. There were 
no reported arrests or in
Junes. 

"At the point that people 
busted through the barri
cades, (cancellation) was 
a done deal," said the 
Berkeley Police Depart
ments press officer, Lt. 
Russell Lopes. "They be
gan to mingle with the le
gitimate ticket patrons. The 
only way we could get any
one in would have been to 
forcibly cIear out the area. 
That carried the undoubted 
risk of injuries." 

By 8 p.m., Netanyahu 
who never made an ap
pearance in the vicinity 
of the protests was con
tacted at his hotel and told 
of the situation. At the 
police department's rec
ommendation, 
Netanyahu and event pro
moter Bruce Vogel opted . 
to cancel the lecture. 

Federations launch missions as 
way to show support/or Israel 
By JULIE WIENER 

NEW YORK (JTA) • Heeding a call from Israeli 
officials to visit the Jewish state, the Jewish federation 
system has launched its first of 10 "solidarity mis
sions." The first such rnission left shortly after Thanks
giving with 80 people, the majority from San Francisco. 
and Dallas. Future ones are scheduled through January. 
So far, 1,000 people are signed up, but organizers say 
they expect to recruit considerably mo!e in the coming 
weeks. 

The new effort comes in the wake of the recent 
General Assembly of the United Jewish Communities, 
at which Israeli government officials appeaJed to 
American Jews to show support for Israel amid its 
ongoing conflict with the Palestinians. Prior to the 
G.A., as the recent convention is called, three other 
solidarity missions had gone to Israel, composed mainly 
of top leadership from federations and other Jewish 
organizations. 

The five-day trips - which cost $850 U.S. to $900 
U.S. for those departing from New York - include 
meetings with top Israeli government and military 
officials and visits with Israelis in Partnership 2000 
regions, communities that have been paired with North 
American Jewish federations for people-to-people ex
changes and joint projects. 

The missions come as Israelis are reporting a sharp 
drop in tourism, particularly from the United States, 
where the State Department has issued an advisory 
warning against travel to Israel. Several previously 
scheduled federation missions were canceled in Octo
ber and November as a result of concerns about vio
lence, and Israeli officials report that Americ'an Jews 
have canceled trips in far greater numbers than evan
gelical Christian groups. 

In addition to expressing solidarity with Israelis and 
bolstering tourism, the solidarity missions aim to "show 
the situation as it is, not through the eyes of the media," 
said Nechemia Dagan, executive director of the UJC's 
overseas programs and missions. The umbrella organi
zation for North America's 189 federations, the UJC is 
subsidizing the trips - paying approximately $200 U.S. 
for each participant - and EI AI and the o'ther service 
providers are offering discounted rates, said Dagan. 
Dagan, who spends two weeks of each month working 
in Israel and two weeks working in New York, said 
mission participants will "come back loaded with 
information," so that they can explain Israel's perspec
tive to other Americans and the media. 

Recruitment for the missions is being conducted 
both nationally and locally, and varies from commu
nity to community. Some communities are sending 
large enough groups to have their own tour buses, 
while others will be traveling with people from other 
communities. 

One debate surrounding the solidarity missions is 
whether they should also include solicitations on be
half of the federation system. Robert Schrayer, UJC's 
national chair of campaign and financial resource de
velopment, said most federations are making donation 
requests a component of the missions. 

Man sentenced for racist graffiti 
By TOM TUGEND 

LOS ANGELES (JTA) • A U.S. judge has sen
tenced a man who spray-painted an Egyptian immi
grant's house with swastikas and white supremacist 
symbols to 10 months in prison. The judge also ordered 
JoshuaHass, 20, to participate in a tolerance counseling 
program affiliated with the Simon Wiesenthal Center. 
Hass was also ordered to perform 100 hours of public 
service, some of it in programs benefiting the Arab 
American and Jewish American communities. 

Hass pleaded guilty to the January 1998 attack on the 
immigrant's home in Granada Hills, a Los Angeles 
suburb. He admitted covering the entire front of the 
one-story building with six large swastikas, a pair of 
lightning bolts, initials of a skinhead gang, and the 
words "white power." Matz told Hass that his crime, 
though only a misdemeanor, was vile and contempt-, 
ible. In assigning Hass to therapy and a remedial 
program after his prison term, the judge said he wanted 
to give Hass a chance to change. 
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Philanthropy flooded with grants 
NEW YORK (JT A) • A new philanthropy devoted 

to improving North American synagogues received 
150 applications for its first round of grants. STAR, an 
$18 million U.S. effort that will announce its first grant 
recipients in late December, will give up to $100,000 
U.S. over three years to projects that "make the syna
gogue a compelling point of connection for large 
numbers of Jews throughout North America." 

Orthodox rabbis: Set moral example 
NEW YORK (JT A) • Leading fervently Orthodox 

rabbis in the United States called on the community to 
improve its reputation for integrity in the secular world. 
Addressing a November 23 convention that brought 
together thousands from the community, Rabbi A vrohom 
Pam and Rabbi Yaakov Perlow, both members of 
Agudath Israel of America's Council of Torah Sages, 
lamented the fact that recent years have seen a number 
of Orthodox individuals and institutions involved in 
illegal financial activity. While stating that in many 
cases the media exaggerate cases in which Orthodox 
Jews are accused of wrongdoing , Perlow said observant 
Jews are no longer seen as "paragons of ethical virtue." 

Germany to charge SS guard 
PRAGUE (JTA) - German state prosecutors said 

they wili bring murder charges in mid-December against 
a former Nazi SS guard who served at the Terezin 
transit camp in what is now the Czech RepUblic. Anton 
Malloth, 88, has been in custody in Munich since May 
on suspicion of shooting a laborer at the camp who had 
hidden a cauliflower inside his jacket. 

Balto. congregation can't build shul 
NEW YORK (JTA) - An Orthodox congregation in 

Baltimore was barred by a local court from turning its 
residential property into a synagogue, according to the 
BaltimoreJewish Times. Leaders of the congregation, 
Bais Haknesses, told the paper they will appeal the 
decision, which came in response to a lawsuit filed by 
37 nearby residents - many of them Jewish - who 
expressed concern that the synagogue would create 
problems of privacy, traffic, parking, noise, litter and 
property devaluation. 

Senior center sued 
NEW YORK (JT A) • An 8-month-old Baltimore 

Jewish assisted living facility is being sued for more 
than $5 million U.S., according to the Baltimore Jew
ish Times. The family of an elderly blind woman who 
died after falling down a stairwell last March asserts 
that the Weinberg Park facility was negligent in leav
ing the woman without proper supervision. 

S. African Jews: We may leave 
JOHANNESBURG (JTA) • More of South Afri

ca's Jews may leave the country if the governing 
African National Congress continues to side with the 
Palestinians in theongoing Middle Eastcrisis, aJewish 
leader warned. "We note that the ANC condemns only 
Jewish aggression and never PLO aggression. When 
Israelis are killed the government is silent," Russell 
Gaddin, national chairman of the South African Jewish 
Board of Deputies, said during a meeting with an ANC 
official. The meeting came after several prominent 
ANC officials recently made anti-Israel comments. 

Panel: Wallenberg was shot 
NEW YORK (JTA) • A Russian commission is 

convinced that Raoul Wallenberg was shot in a Soviet 
prison after World War II and plans to ask prosecutors 
to rehabilitate him as a v ictim of Stalinist repression, 
according to Russia's Interfax news agency. It has long 
been suspected that the Soviets killed Wallenberg, a 
Swedish diplomat who saved tens of thousands of 
Hungarian Jews during the war, but the Soviets claimed 
he died of a heart attack in 1947. 

o.U. to weigh in on religion case 
WASHINGTON (JTA)· The Orthodox Union plans 

to weigh in on a case that the U.S. Supreme Court may 
use to determine whether religious groups should have 
equal access to public school facilities during non
school hours. The O.U. argues that school officials in 
Milford, N.Y., violated the rights of the Good New's 
Club when they refused to let the Christian youth group 
meet because they felt the meeting was the equivalent 
of religious worship. 

Is the media biased against Israel? 
Growing concern that Jewish state getting raw deal 

By MICHAEL J. JOR· heart; I can't impugn their stacked against Israel. of other media sources, 
DAN motives," said Andrea Notingthemedia'sten- such as the BBCand Brit-

NEW YORK (JTA)· Levin, CAMERA's ex- dency to pull for the "un- ain's ITN News - which, 
Is the media biased ecutive director. derdog," they believe not so coincidentally, 
against Israel? It'saques- "All I can do is read many major media out- Jewish watchdogs have 
tion many Jews, con- their work. And this was lets - like CNN and Na- singled out as particularly 
sumed with recent events unconscionable, a gross tional Public Radio - har- anti-Israel in their cover-
in the Middle East, are distortion. To say this was bour an anti-Israel bias age. 
asking. an 'egregious' example, that unfairly portrays Is- But when it comes to 

While not everyone is and then to quote a benign rael as aggressor, Pales- accusations of bias, dis-
quick to assume bias, line, is to make the Israeli tinians as victims. tinctions need to be 
there is growing concern claims look absurd." These critics find no drawn, say Jewish ob-
that the conflict - which The impact of such re- comfort in the fact Arab servers, between print and 
some say has become as portage may pale in com- American groups see it electronic media, be-
much a battle for world parison with the searing precisely the other way tween news and commen-
opinion as a battle on the images of 12-year-old around: that the U.S. me- tary, even between the 
ground - is giving Israel Mohammad ai-Darrah be- dia is decidedly anti-Pal- media in America and 
a raw deal. ing shot and killed in his estinian. Europe - where anti-Is-

Media watchdogs cite father's arms, which many Arab American groups rael bias is perceived to 
a recent New York Times believe instantly turned instead praise the work be much stronger. 

the world against Israel. 
report as evidence that But it illustrates the 
readers are not getting the 

uphill struggle Israel 
whole story. The report faces in presenting its side 
said that Israel is press- of the confl ict that has 
ing the Palestinian lead- engulfed the region for 
ership to clamp down on more than a month. 
its official media, saying It also shows how, due 
it incites crowds to vio- to the proliferation and 
lent confrontation with saturation 'of 24 hour 
Israeli security forces. news networks and Web 

The report says Israel sites - facilitated by a con-
cited as one "egregious flict occurring mostly in 
example" a televised ser- ademocratic country with 
mon that defended last largely unfettered free-
October's murder of two, dam of movement for 
Israel i soldiers by a Pal- media - pictures, and to a 
estinian mob in Ramallah. lesser extent, words, are 

"Whether Likud or La- shaping world opinion 
bour, Jews are Jews," the more than bullets. 
newspaper report quoted "What we see now is 
Sheik Ahmad Abu not a war in a traditional 
Halabaya saying in a live sense, but a P.R. war and 
broadcast from a Gaza City a war for public opinion," 
mo~que the day after the said Arye Mekel, direc-
killings. The Boston-based tor of the Israeli Foreign 
Committee for Accuracy Ministry'S media center 
in Middle East Reporting and a member of the gov-
in America quickly lam- ernment's new task force 
basted the Times report as for"hasbarah." Hasbarah 
a "cover up." is loosely translated from 

What it did not include, Hebrew to mean expla-
said CAMERA, were the nation, but is more com-
otherremarks aboutJews man I y in terpreted as 
Halabaya made in that propaganda. 
same October 13 broad- ' Many in the American 

Jewish community, like 
Levin, believe the deck is 

Mexico's Jews eye country's 
firstopenly religious president 
By RHONA STATLAND DE LOPEZ 

MEXICO CITY (JTA) - As religion mixes with 
politics in a way Mexico has not seen in its modem 
history, Mexico's Jews are watching their new presi
dent closely. When Vicente Fox was inaugurated on 
December I, he became Mexico's first openly reli
gious Roman Catholic president in more than a cen
tury. The Institutional Revolutionary Party, known by 
its Spanish initials PRI, was voted out after more than 
70 years in power. Fox, of the conservative National 
Action Party, known by the acronym PAN, beat Fran
cisco Labastida of the PRJ in July's vote. 

Mexican Jews tend to keep public silence when it 
comes to politics. When Fox held a meeting with 
Jewish leaders soon after he was elected, one newspa
per called the meeting "discreet" and no names of 
Jewish leaders appeared in print. 'There are about 
50,000 to 60,000 Jews in Mexico, but we don't have a 
lot of political representation," says Abram Shamai, a 
Jewish businessman. "We just want to be left alone." 

The habit of keeping a low profile may have come 
from the 1970s, when then-President Luis Echeverria 
spearheaded the 1975 United Nations resolution equat
ing Zionism with racism. 

The constitution of 1857 separated church and state, 
and other laws removed malTiage and divorce from 
church jurisdiction. Even tougher limits were imposed 
on the church in 1917 after the Mexican Revolution. 
And in this country, where 90 percent of the population 
is Roman Catholic, religion has been officially invis
ible since 1929. Priests and nuns were not allowed to 
wear their clerical garb in public, and religious leaders 
were restricted from interfering in politics. Political 
leaders kept their religious practices from public view. 

cast, according to the 
translation from Arabic 
by the Middle East Me
dia and Research Insti
tute: "They are the terror
ists. They are the ones 
who must be butchered 
and killed, as Allah the 
almighty said: 'Fight 
them; Allah will torture 
them at your hands, anp 
will humiliate them ... ' 
Have no mercy on the 
Jews no matter where 
they are, in any country. 
Fight them, wherever you 
are. Wherever you meet 
them, kill them. Wher
ever you are, kill those 
Jews and those Ameri
cans who are like them 
and tfJose who stand by 
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th " em ... 
Why does a reporter 

quote this, but, not that? 
"I can't read anyone's 

~ Annual Rosh Pina Chanukah Dinner ~ 

~ Please Join Us ~! 
~ Friday, December 1 5, 2000 6:00 p.m. ~ ~ ~ 
~ Program & Family Dinner rtf 
~ ~ rt? r r Adults $16.00 ~. 
~ Children (10 & under) $8.00 rtf 
~ (Parents with MORE than 2 children ~! 
~ Qe ., ~ 
~! gg 10 years of age & under will be charged ~ 
~ a maximum of·$16.00 for their children) $ 

~ Call Rosh Pilla Office at 589-6305 for reservatiolls V 
~j Visa & lIIasterCartl accepted ~i 
$ ~ 
~ Deadlille/or Reservatiolls, Wedllesday, December 13th ~i 
~ No Tickets will be sold at the door rti 
~. ~ Vegetariall dillllers available 011 request " 
: Everyone Welcome!! :; 
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