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Israeli ne\l\JS 

News analysis 

Heading for elections, Barak'must steer 'between diplomacy and war 
, ) 

By DAVID LANDAU 
JERUSALEM (JT A) 

- Prime Minister Ehud 
Barak has launched an 
election campaign amid 
violent conflict between 
Israel and the Palestin
ians. He hopes to con
clude the campaign some 
time in the spring with 
renewed peace hopes, or, 
better yet, with a draft 
peace agreement that he 
can submit to the publ ic 
as his election platform. 

Force's efforts to 
contain and re
duce Palestinian 
violence. 

cumstancescould there
fore become a catalyst, 
driving Israel and the Pal
estinian Authority toward 
a comprehensive-or par
tial agreement before the 
election deadline draws 
near. 

On the other hand, 
some skeptics contend 
that the Palestinians are 
not genuinely interested 
in a peace agreement and 
would prefer to face a 
harder-line Likud gov- ' 
ernment that would take, 
the international blaine if 
peace talks founder. 

nave ordered the army to 
overreact to Arab vio
lence, only to regret the 
harmful effects to Isra
el's international stand
ing and overall strategic 
strength. 

If Barak achievesadeal 
with Palestinian Author
ity President Yasser 
Arafat, he may yet pull 
back from the brink of 
political defeat and win 
the election. If he fails -
and the odds at this time 
have to be on his failure, 
given the Palestinians' 
present and recent intran
sigence - it is hard to see 
Barak defeating the pre
sumptive Likud candi
date, former prime min
ister Benjamin 
Netanyahu, who cur
rently leads Barak by 20 
percentage points in pub
lic opinion polls. 

Israeli military 
sources reported 
a sharp decline 
November 28 in 
the number ,and 
intensity of vio
lent incidents in 
the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 
If this reduction 
was orchestrated 
by Arafat and 
was intendedfo 
help Barakoutof 
h is pari iamen'
tary predica
ment, it plainly 
came too late. 
But there is no 

Thousands of Israelis demonstrate in Jerusalem's Zion 
Square against Prime Minister Ehud Barak's policies. The 
November 22 protest took place a few hours after a terrorist 
bomb in the Israeli town of Hader a killed 2 and injured 60. 
Credit: Briall HelldlerlJTA. 

doubt that the 
Palestinians are closely 
following Israel's intri
cate political drama. And ' 
they will have to recog
nize the' fact that their 
behavior -' on the "war" 
front and in the peace 
talks - could directly and 
critically influence the 
outcome of Israel's do
mestic contest. 

In any case, events be
tween Israelis and Pales
tinians on the ground 
could prove to have a 
negative and even dan
gerous impact in the elec
tion run-up. Barak 
seemed aware of this dan
ger in his televised inter
view, when he vowed that 
the army, under his direc
tion, would not "play to 
the gallery" by overre
acting to violent Pales
tinian provocations. 

As the election cam
paign moves forward, 
Barak will come under 
greater temptation to 
strike back ever harder 
after Palestinian acts of 
terror or violence because 
he cannot afford to be 
perceived by sections of 
the electorate as soft and 
hesitant. For its part, the 
Likud will be tempted to 
criticize Barak for soft
ness and hesitancy, and 
to demand ever harsher 
military measures. 

After acceding Novem
ber 28 to the Knesset 
majority's obvious desire 
for early elections, Barak 
made it clear that vigor
ous diplomatic efforts 
would continue during 
the coming months ()f 
"lame-duck" govern
ment. In a television in
terv iew, Barak bemoaned 

a Chai ring 

and 

the Palestinian rejection 
of ideas put forward by 
Israel and the Americans 
at July's Camp David 
'summit and in subsequent 
diplomatic contacts. But, 
he added, "It may not be 
over." Barak insisted that 
his diplomatic efforts 
would continue alongside 
the Israel Defence 
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This confluence of do
mestic and diplomatic cir-

Too often, Barak said, 
Israeli governments pan
dering to the public's 
natural urge for revenge 

The election probably 
will take place in May, 
but who will the candi
dates be? Barak an
nounced on November28 
that he would run as the 
Labor candidate. He ap
peared to share the wide
spread assumption that 
Netanyahu will be back 
to head the Likud, noting 
that he had beaten 
Netanyahu before and 
would beat him again. 

Barak, opposition prepare for vote 
(Cont. from page 1.) 

Though public opinion polls show 
Barak lagging behind any Likud candi
date if elections were held today, the 
majority of the public is still said to 
favor a peace agreement with the Pales
tinians, Likud chairman Ariel Sharon, 
the leader of the opposition, vowed to 
defeat Barak in a general election to 
prevent further concessions to the Pal
estinian Authority. However, Sharon 
also offered November 29 to continue 
discussions with Barak on the possibil
ity of a national unity government. "The 
nation needs unity in order to reach 
peace," Sharon told Israel's Army Ra
dio. 

President Moshe Katsav joined the 
appeals to hold elections ,as soon as 
possible, saying a drawn-out campaign 
could lead to extremism and would not 
serve the national interest. Katsav also 
said November 29 that in the run-up to 
the election, the government should not 
make any dramatic decisions without 
the support of the Knesset. The Knesset 
plans to vote this week on opposition 
initiatives to bar a prime minister who, 
lacks a legislative majority from signing 
an agreement with the Palestinians. 

It is not yet clear who will be the 
candidates in the election. Former Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, whom 
Barak handily defeated in the 1999 race, 
is believed to be considering a political 
comeback, either as the leader ofLikud 
or of a new, conservative party. The 
leaders of the fervently Orthodox Shas 
Party and the National Religious Party 
said last week they would probably back 
Netanyahu if he decides to run again. 
Netanyahu is currently in the United 
States and is expected back in Israel this 

week. 
Barak faces potential challengers 

within his Labor Party as well. Foreign 
Minister Shlomo Ben-Ami and Knesset 
Speaker Avraham Burg have been 
named as possible contenders. But Labor 
secretary Ra'anan Cohen, who long has 
had an acrimonious relationship with 
Barak before drawing closer to him in 
recent days, said he did not expect Barak 
to be challenged. Cabinet member Dalia 
Itzik acknowledged that Barak has made 
mistakes when dealing wi'th party col
leagues, but that even his critics within 
Labor agree that "in the big things, he 
functioned properly." 

On the diplomatic front, Barak is as
sessing whether a resumption of peace 
negotiations is possible with the Pales
tinian Authority if violence eases in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. However, 
contradicting earlier army assessments, 
an Israel Defence Force official told a 
briefing November 29 that the number 
of shooting incidents against Israeli 
troops and civ il ians increased last week. 
Noting that Hamas and Islamic Jihad 
militants freed by the Palestinian Au
thority still remain at large, the official 
said any lull in violence may only be 
temporary, 

During the past week, Israeli and Pal
estinian security officials have met in an 
attempt to reduce the violence. At the 
same time, Israel has begun implement
ingconfidence-building measures linked 
to the start of the Islamic holy month of 
Ramadan on November 27. On Novem
ber 29, Israel transferred nearly $9 mil
lion U,S. in funds that it had previously 
withheld from the Palestinian Authority 
to pressure the Palestinians to quell the 
ongoing violence. 
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Behind the headlines 

Is Israel using' excessive force'? Officials refute human rights charges 
By A VI MACHLIS 

JERUSALEM (JT A) 
- Streams of words have 
been written and spoken 
about theIsraeli-Palestin
ian violence that erupted 
in late September. But 
none stand out as much 
as one phrase, "excessive 
force," in describing how 
badly Israel's interna
tional image has been tar
nished. 

1993 Palestinian upris
ing, when riots were 
rarely accompanied by 
gunfire. But these are in
appropriate in the current 
situation, he says. Water 
cannons, for example, 
could not be lIsed because 
the driver would be ex
posed to gunfire. 

Although the conflict 
evolved from popular 
Palestinian riots into a far 
more complicated guer
rilla-style campaign, the 
debate over Israel's use' 
of force against Palestin
ian demonstrators and ri
oters is still on the inter
national agenda. Since the 
beginning of the crisis, 
more than 200 Palestin
ians have been killed, in
cluding dozens of chil

Palestinian youths run from a barrage of tear gas fired by Israeli soldiers in 
Ra"?alIah earlier this month during clashes after Friday Muslim prayers. The 
soldICrs, who also fired rubber bullets, were responding to rocks and Molotov 
cocktails thrown by the Palestinians. Credit: Brian HendlerlJTA, 

November, including 
3,649 by rubber-coated 
bullets. B'Tselem says 
there are no official sta
tistics on how many of 
the deaths were caused 
by rubber-coated bullets. 
"Rubber-coated metal 
bullets do not disperse 
riots; they kill people," 
says Feffer, adding that 
despite the problems Is
rael faces, it cannot fire 
freely at rioters. "Accord
ing to international law, 
it is forbidden to mix 
armed people with un
armed civilians since this 
endangers the unarmed 
people. However, the fact 
that there are gunmen in a 
crowd does not give Is
rael the right to fire inclis
criminately into the 
crowd." 

Col. Daniel Reisner, 
head of the Israel Defence 
Force's international law 
department, disputes 
B 'Tselem's criticism. He 
says the army had devel
oped nonlethal weapons 
to deal with the 1987-

In recent weeks, mili
tary representatives have 
fruitlessly scoured the 
globe for long-range 
nonlethal riot control 
equipment. "No such 
equipment exists any
where in the world," 
Reisner says. Reisner de
fends the use of rubber
coated bullets, saying 
they are meant to cause 
harm, but not to kill, if 
used properly. He admits 
that when they're shot 
less than 150 feet from 
their target, they can be 
lethal. But statistically 
speaking, Reisner argues, 
the damage in f) icted by 
this ammunition may not 
be as bad as the raw num
bers indicate. 

dren, 
The issue came up 

again November 27, 
when the UN human 
rights commissioner, 
Mary Robinson, accused 
Israel of using excessive 
force against the Pales
tinians, In a report to the 
UN General Assembly, 

she called for an "inter
national monitoring pres
ence" to be set up in the 
West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

Along with the confl ict 
itself, the "excessive 
force" discussion is head
ing into new territory, As 
Palestinian attacks in ten
sify, and Israel's ever-

Palestinians intensify push for 
UN observers; Israel balks 
By MICHAEL J. JORDAN , 

NEW YORK (JTA) - Pressure is mounting on Israel 
to allow the "internationalization" of the Middle East 
crisis, Supporters of the Palestinian cause renewed 
their push last week for the UN Security Council to 
send a force of2,000 unarmed military observers to the 
West Bank and Gaza to "protect" Palestinian civilians. 
Meanwhile, the UN Economic and Social Council 
passed a resolution November 22 supporting the crea
tion of a "human rights inquiry commission" to inves
tigate the past two months of Mideast violence. 

Jewish observers suspect that Palestinian Authority 
President Vasser Arafat is attempting to "internation
alize" the crisis to both impose - rather than negotiate 
- a resolution to the Mideast conflict, and to dilute 
Washington's role as the "honest broker." 

Proposing the observer mission is inherently contra
dictory, Israel i Justice Minister Y ossi Beil in suggested, 
and raises doubts about the Palestinians' true intent. 
"Do they really believe that in order to protect the 
Palestiniarrs, they need now an international presence 
without weapons who will do nothing?" asked Beilin. 
"For me, it is a big, big red herring." 

The United States has indicated it would likely veto 
such a proposal if it ever came to a vote because the 
mission would not have Israel's consent. Beilin said 
international efforts should instead focus on getting the 
Palestinians back to the negotiating table. "What we 
really need is a peace treaty," he said. 

Meanwhile, the council's resolution follows three 
other denunciations of Israel by UN organs: by the 
Security Council, on October 7; by the Geneva-based 
Commission on Human Rights, on October 19; and by 
the General Assembly in New York, on October 20. 
None of the resolutions has faulted the Palestinian side 
for any of its actions, while the human rights commis
sion went so far as to accuse Israel of . 'war crimes" and 
"crimes against humanity." Analysts predict that if the 
historic pattern of UN behavior toward Israel holds 
true, the proposed on-the-ground inquiry would con
clude that blame for the current bloodshed rests en
tirely with the Jewish state. 

harsher retal iations ex
pose the enormous im
balance of military power 
in Israel's favor, ques
tions are being raised 
about the legal limits of 
Israel's response in a 
warlike conflict that fulls 
short of an all-out war. 

B'Tselem, the Israeli 
human rights group in the 
occupied territories, says 
it is better qualified than 
international organiza
tions to investigate Isra
el's human rights record 
during the current con
flict. "We have a better 
ability to see the com
plexity of the situation 
than international organi
zations," says Tomer 
Feffer, spokesman for 
B'Tselem. "We are not 
trying to say which side 
is right, but to examine 
from a human rights per
spective how each side is 
violating or not violating 
human rights." The 
group's reporting in
cludes criticism of Pales
tinians for not keeping 
children away from 
fiashpoints, and un
equivocal support for the 
right of Israeli soldiers to 
shoot to kill any armed 
Palestinian firing at them. 

Nevertheless, 
B 'Tselem criticizes Israel 
for never having invested 
seriously in nonlethal 
methods of crowd con
trol - such as water can
nons - despite years of 
demonstrations and riots 
in the West Bank and 
Gaza. It also says, based 
on extensive field work. 
that Israel's widespread 
use of rubber-coated 
metal bullets is inappro
priate for dispersing riots 
because the bullets are 
lethal ammunition and 
have caused the deaths of 

many unarmed Palestin-
lans. 

According to the Pal
estinian Red Crescent 
Society, 9,093 Palestin
ians had been injured in 
the conflict through late 

IIETH 'SRAE'_ SYNAGOGUE 
Friday, December 8, services 7:30 a,m, & 5:00 p,m, 
Sunday, December 10, Tallit & Tefillin, 9:30 a,m, 
Monday, December II-Thursday, December 14, services 7:30 a,m, & 7:00 P,I11, 

IINA Y ABRAHAM SYNAGOGUE 
Friday, December 8 - morning service al 7:00 a,m" evening service aI 4:30 p,m" candle lighling al 4:09 p,m, 
Salurday, December 9 - morning service al 9:00 a,m" evening service aI 4:30 p,m, Shabbal ends a15: 13 p,m, 
Sunday, December 10 - morning service aI9:00 a,m" evening service a14:30 p,m, 
Monday, December II-lllUrsday, December 14 - morning service al 7:00 a,m" evening service al 4:30 p,m, 

CIIA VURAT TEFl LA SYNAGOGUE 
Friday, December 8, Candle lighling: 4:09 p,m, Mincha/kabbalal Shahhal: 4:05 p,m, Shacharis Salurday: 9:30 

a,m, Shabbal ends: 5: 13 p,m, 

CHEVRA MISIINA YES SYNAGOGUE 
700 Jefferson Avenue 
Daily morning service (Monday 10 Friday), 7:30 a,m, 
Sundays and slalulory holidays, morning service, 8:00 a,m, 
Friday, December 8, Mincha and Kabballas Shabbas, 4: 10 p,m, 
Salurday, December 9, moming service, 9:30 a,m,; sedre Vayeilzei; Kiddish and words fromlhc Torah allhe 

conclusion of Musaf, Mincha service. afler 12:00 noon, 
Traditional Orthodox services arc comJuctcu, and everyone is welcome. 

CONGREGATION SIIAAUEY ZEDEK 
561 Wellinglon Creseenl, 
Daily morning service (Monday-Friday): 7:30 a,m, Daily evening service (Monday· Friday): 6:00 p,m, Sunday 

& slalulory holiday mornings: 9: 15 a,m, 
Shabbal morning service: 9: 15 a,m" evening service: 6:00 p,m, 
Shabhal morning: Leamer's minyan (ages 8-13) 10:3010 noon, Junior Congregalion (younger children) 10:30 

10 noon, Family Minyan (young children & parenls) 10:30, 
Prairie Ruach Minyan - worship for tl,e mind, body, hearl & soul- slarling November 10 nIB p,m, and conlinuing 

Ihe 2nd Friday of each monlh, 

HERZLlA-ADAS YESIIURUN CONGREGATION 
Service schedule for week of December 9·15, Parshal Vayelze, 
Candle lighting December 9 al 4:09 p,m, Mincha: 4: 15 p,m, 
Salurday, December9: Shabbal morning serviceaI9:00a,m, Mincha a13:30 p,m, Followed by Maariv/Havdallah, 

Shabbal ends a15: 13 p,m, 
Junior Congregation 3-5 years, 6·8 years, 
NCSY Youlh Minyan (for ages 9·18) beings 9: 15 a,m, promplly. 
Sunday Shacharil services at 9:00 a,m, 
Daily shacharil services: 7:00 a,m, Minchalmaariv services: 4:00 p,m, 

ROSH PINA CONGREGATION 
Friday, December 8, sundown 4:27 p,m" candle lighling al 4:09 p,m" morning service al 7:30 a,m" evening 

service al 4:05 p,m, 
Salurday, December 9, sundown 4:27 p,m" morning service aI9:00 a,m" evening service a13:50 p,m, Shabbal 

ends al 5:09 p,m, 
Sunday, December 10, sundown 4:27 p,m" moming service a19:00 a.m" evening service a14:20 p,m, 
Monday, December II·Thursday, December 14, sundown 4:27 p,m" morning service al 7:30 a,m" evening 

service al 4:20 p,m, 

TALMUD TOUAH - IIETH JACOII SYNAGOGUE 
Services being held in our new premises, 1525 Main Stree!. 
Candle lighling lime for Friday, December 8 a14:09 p,m, 
MinehaiKabbalat Shabbal al 4: 15 p,m, 
Salurday morning service at 9: 15 a,m, Sedra of Ihe week· Vayelze, Mincha service at 3:45 p.m" followed by 

Talmud Shiur, Shabbal ends at 5: 13 p,m, 
Sunday shacharit service al 9:00 a,m, 
Daily shacharil service (Monday 10 Friday) al 7:30 a,m, Daily MinchaiMaariv services at 4: 15 p,m, 
Tradilional Orthodox services are conducled, and everyone is invited 10 a'nend. 
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