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The gift of Jewish literature opens children· to new worlds Hitler's Perfect Children 
By EILEEN 
POLLACK 

B OSTON (JTA) -
. . Giving an adoles

.#' cent any gift but 
cash is a perilous act. And 
giving a book! How can a 
book compare to a com
puter game or DVD? Yet 
some of us feel compelled 
to try. In oUJ;chaotic teens, 
books gave our psyches 
shape and kept us from 
despairing that we were 
the only human beings 
who had faced the pain 
we faced. 

You can't go wrong 
with solid, middle-brow 
novels like "The Source" 
by James Michener or 
"Exodus" by Leon Uris. 
Chaim Potok' s "The Cho
sen" allowed me to see 
inside the Chasidic world, ' 
their gates barred in real 
life. And, as a Catskills 
native, I can't help but 
recommend "The Big 
BoOk of Jewish Humor." 

Any child who can't 
recite the best routines of 
Groucho Marx, Woody 
Allen, Sholem Aleichem 
and Lenny Bruce has 
missed an essential part 
of Jewish culture. But if 

you are giving a young 
person you love a book, 
why not give the best? 
Many of the early works 
by ourfinestlewish writ
ers are based on their 
childhood years and ap
peal to teen-age readers. 
"Call It Sleep" by Henry 
Roth is the greatest Jew
ish American novel - and 
the greatest immigrant 
novel -of modem times. 

In 10th grade, I sat riv
eted by the troubles of 
David Schearl, a high
strung Jewish boy grow
ing up in a brutal New 
York slum in those far
away years when my fa
ther was young. How 
strange to see Yiddish in 
a book, to learn that Jew
ish families fought, that 
Jews were once so poor, 
that a Jewish father could 
hate his son. "Call It 
Sleep" is notan easy book. 

How can we condemn 
the schools for dumbing 
down our children's read
ing lists if we only give 
them books that can be 
swallowed as easily as that 
fake vanilla pudding that 
comes in plastic cups? For 
a slightly olderreader- say, 

late teens and up -you can't 
go wrong giving a book by 
Bernard Malamud. The 
clear choices are his nov
els, "The Fixer" and "The 
Assistant." But don't for
get "The Magic Barrel," 
whose stories feature 
young Jews trying to rec
oncile the old and new 
worlds, the rational and 
supernatural, the strictures 
of middle-class Jewish life 
and the terrifying freedom 
of the artist, the tensions 
and affinities among Chris
tians, Jews and blacks. 

I If you feel compelled 
to give a young friend a 
book about the Holocaust, 
the best choices are "The 
Ghost Writer," in which 
Philip Roth imagines a 
young writer encounter
ing a woman he takes to 
be Anne Frank, grown 
now, not murdered, liv
ing in New York, and the 
two-volume set of"Maus: 
A Survivor's Tale" by Art 
Spiegelman. The "Maus" 
books are not the comic
book version of the Holo
caust most adults assume 
they must be, but a re
vealing, deeply troubling 
and amazingly original 
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work of art. 
After you have intro

duced your favorite. 
young reader to the works 
of the masters, you can 
follow up with their suc
cessors: Pearl Abraham, 
Michael Chabon, Robert 
Cohen, Nathan 
Englander, Allegra 

. Goodman, Marcie 
Hershman, Maxine 
Rodburg, Thane 
Rosenbaum. Give one of 
the recent anthologies of 
Jewish American fiction 
-"American Jewish Fic
tion," for one, or 
"America and I: Short 
Stories by American lew
ish Women Writers" -and 
the recipient will go out 
and find books by his or 
her favorite authors. 

Eventually, you may be 
able to give your younger 
relatives books by writ
ers more suited to middle 
age -Saul Bellow, 
Cynthia Ozick, Isaac 
Bashevis Singer, Joseph 
Heller, Stanley Elkin, 
Francine Prose, Lynne 
Sharon Schwartz, and the 
later Philip Roth. And, if 
all goes well, who knows 
but, God willing, those 
no-longer-young rela
tives will begin buying 
books for you. 

Eileen Pollack, the au
thor of "Paradise, New 
York" (Temple Univer
sity Press); wrote thisfea
ture for JBooks.com, a 
book review site pub
lished by Jewish Family 
& Life! 
www.JewishFamity.com. 

By NAOMI 
PFEFFERMAN 
Arts & Entertainment 
Editor, 
L.A. Jewish Journal 

L
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. Almost weekly in 
the mid-1990s, 

Tor Brandacher learned 
that another one of his 
friends had committed 
suicide. "I would hear that .. 
someone had jumped out 
a window, drunk himself 
to death or was run over 
by a car," Brandacher 
says on the History Chan
nel documentary "Hit

HEINRICH HIMMLER: 
Breeding a blond, blue
eyed "master race" was 
his idea. . 

ler's Perfect Children" which explored the shocking 
flip side of the Shoah. 

Brandacher and his friends grew up orphaned, tor
mented and reviled because their very birth was linked 
to ·the Nazis. They were bred as part of a top secret 
master plan to create a blond-haired, blue-eyed master 
race: The Lebensborn program, the brainchild of SS 
leader Heinrich Himmler. Himmler, a former chicken 
farmer, was so eager for "racially-pure" human stock 
that he encouraged SS men to father as many children 
as possible - legitimate or not. 

Ten Lebensbom homes were opened in Germany to 
house the unwed mothers and to indoctrinate the un
wanted children they left behind. When Germans didn't 
provide enough offspring (the stigma against illegiti
macy was too strong), hundreds of thousands of blond 
children were kidnapped from Poland or snatched from 
single mothers in occupied Norway. 

The Norwegian children, who were often abandoned 
to sadistic orphanages after the war, now have a lawsuit 
pending against their goverment, the documentary 
reveals. And while the German children fared bett.er, 
falsified documents have made it impossible for many 
to find their birth parents. 

For all the Lebensbom, the stigma is still so strong 
that it was difficult to persuade people to speak on 
camera, says producer-director Rob Blumenstein. 
Helga, a dark-headed woman with soulful eyes, offers 
a clue as to why: "For the first four years of my life, I 
was a member of the SS." "Hitler's Perfect Children" 
aired on "History's Mysteries" Dec. 13,8-9 p.m. on the. 
History ,Channel. 

Shaarey Zedek planning Chanukah gala 
. for entire community 

By MYRON LOVE for them to meet new families." 

The Shaarey Zedek Synagogue is 
planning something different this 
year for Chanukah - a gala cel

ebration which will include residents 
of the Sharon and Shalom Homes, 
stlldents from the Shore Elementary, 
Margaret Park and Brock Corydon 
Schools and members of our commu
nity recently arrived from the former 
Soviet Union. 

The festival organizers also envis
age pairing up elementary school stu
dents with Sharon Home residents. 
"Our idea is that the seniors might 
share with the kids their memories of 
Chanukahs when they were young· 
while the children help the seniors," 
says Elaine Stitz. "We will have a real 
cross section of the community all 
celebrating together. It will be nice for 
kids to see their parent and grandpar
ents also having fun." 

"We've had Chanukah dinners over 
the years," says Elaine Stitz, a mem
ber of the-Shaarey Zedek Sisterhood. 
"We decided to change our Chanukah 
festivities this year and work with our 
youth department." . 

The Chanukah Party, on Sunday, 
December 17, officially starts at 2:00 
p.m. At 1 :00 o'clock though, the lew
ish Child and Family Service is hav
ing a Russian-language orientation 
seSSIOn. 

"Weare hoping to pair up some of 
our newcomers with Shaarey Zedek 
Families for the afternoon," says Adele 
Lewin of the JCFS Resettlement 
Department. "This is an opportunity. 

The afternoon will feature games, 
crafts and prizes and an hour-long 
concert, starting at 3:30, featuring 
Rabbi Louis Berkal and members of 
the Shaarey Zedek Choir, accompa
nied by Mitch Parks on piano, and 
choirs from the three schools. 

The cost for the afternoon is $3 
per person or $10 per family. Ad
mission is fre~ for those arriving 
after 3: 15. For further information, 
phone the Shaarey Zedek office at 
4 5 2 - 3 7- 1 lor e - m ail 
mdempsey@shaareyzedek.mb.ca. 
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L.A.'s cabaret couple hits Carnegie Hall 
The husband-and-wife team of Benjamin & Chapman rap about love, love of music, and their upcoming career capper 

By MICHAEL AUSHENKER joysofliving in Bevej-JyHills ("Can'tbe Brentwood loving Judy Gariand, Barbra Rogers and Hammerstein. I haven't re-
Staff writer, complacent with Beverly Hiils Adja- Streisand, Beverly Sills. That song was, . ally heard the next great thing. I think all 
Jewish Journai ojGreaterLosAngeles cent"), .or "I Dreamed I Was Barbara in fact, written by her husband. of us are trying to write it though." For 

L· OSANGELES-Ifseemsasifit Bush," in which Benjamin wakes up Chapman - who was weened on more information on Benjamin & 
was )us~ yesterday that Karen lying in bed next to George Bush. Sings Gershwin, Porter, Kern - lamented the Chapman appearances, go to 
Benjartnn and Alan Chapman Benjamin: "I'm his First Lady, he's my dearth of true songwriting in this day w w w . 0 x y . e d u / _ c hap man / 

opened their CD, "Songs of Life, Love Commander-In-Chief/ He lifts my em- and age: "I just haven't heard the next upcoming.htm\. 
& An·telopes," with "Marriage is Easy," bargo and mounts an invasion! And I 
their self-deprecating nod to their own give him Federal relief!" 
showbiz marital bliss. Come Dec. 14, 
they opened for Michael Feinstein at Then there are the songs that delve 
Carnegie Hall. into sincere, introspective territory. One 

For those not in the know, Benjamin of those Chapman compositions is "I 
&Chapmanhavebeenplayingthecaba- Never Said Goodbye to My Father," a 
ret circuit for years, performing a hand- song that came to him complete 13 years 
fulofstandardsandcompositionspenned after his dad's death. 
by Chapman. Chapman and Benjamin Chapman "was my professor of music 
usuallysplitthesingingchores,although at Occidental College," said Benjamin 
certain numbers let them showcase their of how the couple met in 1979. Kindred 
solo chops, such as Benjamin on "Prom- spirits, Chapman and Benjamin turned 
ised Land," and Chapman on "Nose Job their mutual interest in cabaret into a 
In My Mind," and "Everybody Wants coffeehouse act. Following Benjamin's 
To Be Sondheim," a song in which he graduation, their friendship deepened, 
bemoans the sad "send in the clones" and they married. For Benjamin, ''I'd 
state of Stephen wanna-be' s (while iron i- Rather Sing a Song," which she refers to 
cally patterned after a Sondheim com-
position). as "my therapy song," says it all. The 

Most of Chapman's originals hem ditty, which comically counterbalances 
along the satirical - a cocktail of piano- her ambition to sing with family pres-
accompanied satire not far from the wry sure to enter the medical profession, 
turf that lounge lizards such as Dave stemmed from real life. "For many years 
Frishberg like to inhabit. Typical of I kept on thinking did I make a huge 
Chapman's tongue-in-cheeky lyrics are mistake since my entire family are doc-
"90210," which sarcastically extols the tors," said Benjamin, who grew up in 

Start a· new two-year s.,bscrip.tiollto. 
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. . . .. - ' .. -. 

(not exactly as shown) 

along with the latest edition 
Show & Save card 

(doesn't expire until Mar. 31/2001 
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-('IHI'_ 

and a $10 gift coupon for 

*price includes P.S.T and G.S.T. 

Toronto klezmer group to perform at U of W 

A new Klezmer/gypsy ensemble, 
this Toronto trio of youthful 
musicians amazes people of all 

ages and backgrounds with the au
thenticity of their sound. They appear 
with special guest, Toronto's out
standing Yiddish vocalist, David Wall, 
returning to Winnipeg following his 
Hanukkah, 1998 appearance on our 
stage in "From Both Ends of the 
Earth". 

Klezmer music, the instrumental 
folk music of Eastern European Jews, 

. is at the heart of Beyond the Pale's 
sound. The band is equally adept at 
traditional and contemporary inter
pretations of klezmer's soul-wrench
ing melodies and exciting dance 
rhythms. In keeping with the histori
cal spirit of the klezmer tradition, 
Beyond the Pale is also influenced by 

in hn,nn. 

FREE ~ 
PARKING ® 
atCBC fBI 

10HUID 

a score of other musical styles, includ
ing gypsy, jazz, bluegrass, folk, Bal
kan, reggae, and others. Often chal
lenging the boundaries of genre, they 
have forged a sophisticated yet down
to-earth acoustic mix. Their original 
compositions and inventive arrange
ments of traditional material strike a 
refined balance between past and 
present and produce a convincingly 
authoritative style, at once totally joy
ful and bitter-sweet, passionate and 
engaging. 

Beyond the Pale performs Satur
day, December 16,8 p.m. and a Sun
day family matinee, 2:30 p.m., De
cember 17, in Eckhardt -Gramatte Hall 
at the University of Winnipeg. Free· 
parking behind CBC. Call the number 
listed in the ad below to reserve tick-
ets. 
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