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Palestinian,shootingattacks harm chancesofresoming talks. 
. . - . , . 

By NAOMI SEGAL 
JERUSALEM (JT A) - Repeated flare-ups of vio

lence'last week are threatening efforts to bring an end 
to more than two months of clashes. While Fqreign 
Minister Shlomo Ben-Ami said December 6 that the 
Palestinian leadership has been making greater efforts 
tocalm the level of violence in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, he and other Israeli officials said there is still a 
long way to go. This was particulai'\yevident to the 
residents of Jerusalerri 's Gilo neighborhood, who came 
under fire December 4 from the neighboring Arab town 
of Beit Jalla. 

AfterPalestinian gunmen shot at Gilo, Israeli troops 

returned fire. Battles also erupted December 4 near the· 
West Bank cities of Jenin and Hebron; In other vio
lence that day, three Israeli motorists were wounded in 
West Bank shootings. Two we.re shot by Palestinian 
gunmen, and one by Israeli troops who opened fire 
when the driver did not slow down at a checkpoint.In 
response to one of the Palestinian shootings, the army 

, uprooted 250 olive trees the gunmen used as cover. 
. In a three-hour battle earlier December.4, Palestinian 

gunmen attacked Rachel's Tomb, a Jewish holy site 
under Israeli guard at the entrance to the West Barik 
city of Bethlehem. In response, Israeli helicopter gun
ships targeted a· Palestinian position near a refugee 

~~~--------~ 

, 
Israeli soldiers guard Rachel's Tomb in Bethlehem. 
Palestinians reportedly launched a coordinated at
tack on the shrine December 4 and tried to take over 
the tomb, considered the burial site of the biblical 
matriarch. Credit: Brian Hendlerl1TA, 

camp, from which heavy fire had been directed at 
Israeli troops at the tomb. Israel Defence Force offi
cials said the Palestinians, who launched a coordi
nated attack on the shrine from three directions, were 
trying to take over the tomb, considered the burial site 
of the biblical matriarch, 
. .Israeli control of the site is guaranteed by various 
agreements between Israel and the Palestinian Au
thority, but since the recent violence began Palestinian 
officials have demanded that Israel evacuate the site. 
Mindful of the way that Joseph's Tomb near Nablus 
was trashed as soon as Israeli troops evacuated in 
October, Israel has refused. An army spokesman de
scribed the December 4 incident as one of the most 
"dangerous" events since the Palestinian violence 
began in late September. 

News analysis 
In Palestinian gun sigh ts, settlers· 
find support ebbing with in Israel . 
By GIL SEDAN 

JERUSALEM (JT A) ~ Since the outbreak of Pales
tinian violence in late September, Israeli commenta
tors have adopted a new tactic: publishing open letters 
to Jewish settlers in Israeli newspapers. ' 

Perhaps the most controversial such letter was writ
ten by A.B. Yehoshua, one ofIsrael's leading authors. 
Addressing his "brethren" in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, Yehoshua urged them to pack their belongings 
and return to Israel, concede that the settlement move
ment was a mistake and acknowledge that the settle
ments are among the chief obstacles to peace. 

Not surprisingly, his letter triggered angry reactions 
from settlers, who say that, more than at any time in the 
past, they are convinced that they are right. . 

Citing frequent shooting attacks against Jerusalem's 
Gilo neighborhood from a nearby Arab town and the 
recent terror bombings in Jerusalem and Hadera, the 
settlers say Palestinians make no distinction between 
the settlements and locations inside Israel proper.They 
also contend that if Israel agrees to dismantle the 
settlements, it would next face Palestinian demands on 
Tel Aviv, Haifa or Hadera. 

More open letters followed Yehoshua's. Over the 
December 2 weekend, Ma' ariv columnist Ya' ir Lapid 
wrote a letter asking "my brother, the settler" to stop 
preaching to other Israelis about love of country. "I 
love this country no less than you do, and I am tied to 
it and to its landscapes' and its historic memories, which 
grow here like ancient olive trees. We should not 

, compete with each other in love for country, because 
we shall both lose," Lapid wrot.e. 

While settlers may have the right to put themselves 
in the front lines in the fight for portions of the West 
Bank and Gaza, more and more Israelis are questioning· 
whether the settlers have the right to raise their. children 
in a war zone. The question became more urgent after 
a.terror bombing last month on a school bus traveling 
from the Gaza settlement of Kfar Darom left three 
young siblings severely crippled. 

Chanukah feature 

-

Wednesday, December 13, 2CXJO, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS B 1 

A young Jsraeli child lights a Chanukah menorah 
on the third night of Chanukahh using small col
ored candles made from par~ffin. WZPS photo by 
Flash 90. 

Chanukah lights: Kindling a spiritual/ire 
The eight-day Chanukah festival is a time of song and jubilation. Nowhere is this more apparent than in the mitzvah of 
.lighting Chanukah candles ... 
By CHANA FALIK . 
"Greeks gathered against me 
At that time in Hasmonean Days. 
They breached the walls of my towers 
And they defiled all the oils. 
And from the one renmant of the flasks 
A miracle was wrought for the roses. 
Men of insight - 8 days 
Est~blished for Song and Jubilation," 
Translation of the 5th verse of Maoz Tzur 

T· he eight days of "Song and Jubilation" men
" tioned in this little~known verse of Maoz Tzur 

. . , (Rock of Strength), the ancient Jewish folk
song sung while kindling the Chanukah lights, refer 
of course to Chanukah. More Jews celebrate 
Chanukah than any other Jewish festival. A possible 
reason: while other festivals have clearly defined 
agendas and goals, such as Pesach, the jubilation of 
Chanukah is ill defined and open to interpretation. A 
Jew can put his or her own spin on the celebration in 
perfect legitimacy and celebrate, for example, the 
Maccabean military victory of the few over the 
many, or appreciate the democratic nature of the kin
dling process (everyone lights his or her own can
dIes, and not one candle is more important than 

another or higher in stature than another), or rejoice 
. at the spreading,forth of spiritual light in the world of 
darkness, and, strive for the separation of pure from 
impure influences. 

. According to the Kitzur Shulchan Aruch compila
tion of Jewish laws and customs, the act of lighting 
the Chanukah lamp or menorah is what constitutes 
the legal precept. In other words, the kindling and 
not the actual burning is of prime importance. 

What are some of the other laws regarding kin
dling Chanukah lights? 

o Lights are lit towards evening in a conspicuous 
place to proclaim the Chanukah miracle. 

o The lights should be placed in an even row so that 
one is_not higher than the other. Also, there should be 
sufficient space between them, so that the flames 
don't merge and resemble a torch. 

o It is the prevailing custom for each member of the 
family to light Chanukah candles. 

;, The oil used must produce a clear and bright 
flame, and must not flicker. 

o Candles, if used instead of oil, must produce a 
'clear flame, smokeless and dripless. Also one must 
not intertwine two candles, for this would be akin to 
a torch. 

'We have to understand the significance of the 
eight-day duration of the,original Chanukah miracle 
in order to gain insight into what materials are the 
most preferred for kindling Chanukah lights. When 
the Jews defeated the Greeks, they entered the 
Temple on the 25th of the month of Kislev and found 
one flask of undefiled oil with an unbroken seal of 
the Cohen Gadol (High Priest). This was a miracle in 
itself because the Greeks had defiled everything; but 
somehow they had missed the lone last flask. There 
is a fascinating discussion between the schools of 
Shammai and Hillel about what exactly happened in 
that famous Temple lamp: Did the oil level marker 
remain the same from day to day, despite the flaming 
wick? Or did the lamp refill itself with oil each day? 
When the oil burned one full day and into a second 
day, this provided a second miracle. When the oil 
burned into a third day, this provided a third miracle, 
and so on. According to the school of Hillel, each 
day brought a new miracle. 

This begs the question: Why eight days? Why not 
seven? Or nine? Immediately upon the rededication 
of the Temple, the high priests set about providing 
for the Temple service. 
(Cont. on page B2. See "Chanukah lights".) 


