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Travel feature 

Laguna Beach has a lovely walk that overlooks the sandy beach, rocky terrain and beautiful plants and 
trees. Photo by Lewis Eric Lachter. 

Balboa Pier is good for fishing or for getting a close look at the Pacific Ocean. Photo by Lewis Eric Laduel: 

Orange County 
(Cont. from page BS.) 

In the Performing Arts 
Center, there were recent 
appearances of the St. 
Paul Chamber Orchestra 

with Andre Watts, the Salzburg Marionettes, and the 
Stuttgart Ballet. I saw an excellent performance of 
"The Marriage of Figaro" in the magnificent opera 
house. 

Jazz and Blues clubs are plentiful in the county. As 
are coffee houses featuring live music. Interested in 
lectures? In the area recently were poet Maya 
Angelou, former Texas Governor Ann Richards, and 
TV anchorman Peter Jennings. I heard an excellent 
talk about Vincent Van Gogh, and another one about 
Chinese music. 

rocks offshore, the exquisite flowers, plants and 
bushes make the experience exhilarating. Each time 
I've been to the Beach, the visit is different. One time 
it was so foggy, I could not see the ocean. But to go 
to Laguna on a bright, sunny day in the middle of 
winter is good for the soul. And add to all this the 
many, many excellent art galleries, shops and restau
rants, Be sure to go. 

Dana Point is lovely too ... especially if you like 
boats. The huge marina is filled with thousands of 
sail and motor boats. There is a great walkway, shops 
and places to eat. 

Orange County doesn't have too many orange 
groves any longer, but it is a peach of a place to visit. 
Squeeze it into your busy schedule. 

The writer lives in St. Paul, Minnesota. A lovely way to spend a day is to visit the historic 
town of San Juan Capistrano. Not too many swallows • 
make the trip any longer to ~ee the old Mission, but ,--____________ -..,;. ___ -, 
it is worthwhile. An estimated crowd of 20,000 peo
ple were on hand last March during festival time to 
have fun in town and look for swallows. There are 
lots of great shops in town and restaurants. Be sure to 
cross the railroad tracks to see some unusual shops 
and dining spots. Also, visit the House of 
Phot~graphic Art. I saw some outstanding photos in 
the beautiful old house. 

There are many lovely beach communities in the 
County, but my two favorites are Laguna Beach and 
Dana Point. Laguna offers a marvelous walk over
looking the sandy beach. The huge, glistening 
Pacific, the powerful waves crashing against the 
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Nostalgia feature 
~~ 

A market day on the Lower East Side in the 
early 1900s. Pictorial History of tile Jewisll People. 

Amidst the pushcarts 
A death on the Lower East Side 

By PEARL E. MANNE 
l"t was a hot, sultry summer's day when my moth-
~ er decided that we should go downtown to 

,.1 .. 0rchard Street to visit her friend, Clara. Clara and 
her husband owned a small sweater store on the 
Lower East Side of New York City in the 1930s. 
They lived in the back of the store. Momma told me 
to put on my new dress that she had made for me, 
hoping that when Clara saw how pretty it was, she 
would order one just like it for her daughter Betty, 
who was my age. My mother earned extra money by 
sewing, for other people. My dress was pink organdy 
with a pea-green sash and the dress hung well below 
my knees, so I felt really grown up. 

After a long hot ride on the subway from the 
Bronx, we finally reached our destination. We 
walked from the subway to the store. There were 
wall-to-wall pushcarts and the air reeked with the 
smell of fish and overripe fruits and vegetables. An 
alley. cat was scavenging the garbage cans. 

We paused in front of the store. Clara was sitting 
on a wooden box outside of the store near the stand 
that was, heaped high with an assortment of sweaters 
in all colors and sizes. "Bargains, cheap, cheap", she 
shouted. Inside the store, her husband was unpacking 
the sweater boxes to show the customer some 
sweaters of a better kind. 

We walked through the store into the back where 
Clara lived with her husband and three children and 
an old father. I looked about the room. There was a 
rickety old cot in one comer and a rusty gas plate on 
the window sill. There were sweater boxes piled up 
in another comer. That room was also a storage room 
for the store's merchandise. 

At the table sat Clara's father, a gray-bearded man 
in a black skullcap. His aged shoulders were stooped 
and he was pale and thin. The room smelled musty, 
and the table was strewn with his newspapers and 
grease stained books. There were also dishes with the 
remains of his last meal - cabbage soup and pumper
nickel. He seemed to be unaware of the squalor 
around him. He held a glass with some pale tea in it 
- probably from stale tea leaves. 

Clara and Betty followed us in. They admired my 
dress and asked my mother to make one just like it 
for Betty. Clara gave me and Betty some chocolates 
and told us to go out and look for Betty'S sisters. 
Betty and.I smiled at 
each other, giggled and 
ran out. 

. 
'steps and writing in a book, The people around him 
were trying to answer his questions and he looked 
from one face to 'another. Standing next to him and 
screaming was a girl about my age; she was short 
and fat with a head full of black curls. A woman was 
holding her hand, another patting her head and 
another offering her a handkerchief. 

Join us. Together we can change the world. -

Some attendants came out of the building carrying 
a stretcher with a body on it. When the girl saw the 
body, she screamed even, more and tore at her hair. 
The attendants quickly put the body into the ambu
lance, closed the doors and drove off blowing the 
siren as they went on to the hospital. 
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Betty told me that the person on the stretcher was 
the rag peddler David Zaretsky, who lived in a room 
in the rear of the tenement. He was a widower whose 
wife had died a year 
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ago. The girl who was 
crying was his daughter 
Rose. Rose was the 
smartest girl in her 
class and always got an 
"A" on her report card. 

We heard a woman 
shout to someone 
across the street that 
Rose's father was poi
soned by the fumes of 
the gas stove during the 
night. Rose had been 
staying with some rela-
tives that night, and so 
she had escaped the 
same fate. 

"Why is she crying 
so?" one of the neigh
bors remarked. "She 
never got along with 
him! That's why she 
was always going to her 
moth~r's relatives. 

(Cont. on page 
See "Ad midst 
pushcarts".) 
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As we ran out, we 
saw an ambulance sur
rounded by a crowd of 
people. Some were 
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pointing' towards the 
tenement, whispering 
and looking up to the 
open windows through 
which people were 
shouting words which 
were hard to under
stand in the midst of the 
commotion. 

There was a police
man standing on the 
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