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www.birchwoodartgallery.com 

Israel feature 

Naomi Sheiner and the eternal 
"Jerusalem of Gold" 

Although the f!-uthor of hundreds of songs and b~autiful melodies that have become 
part of Israeli musical tradition and folklore, Israeli composer and lyricist Naomi 
Shemer is most famous for a song she wrote in 1967. Written just three weeks before 
1 erusalem was reunited in the Six-Day War, Shemer updated "l erusalem of Gold" 
immediately after the .war to reflect the city's new status ... 

By SARAH and composed the song 
HERSHENSON "Yerushalayim ' shel 

N aomi Shemer, Zahav" ("Jerusalem' of 
Israeli composer Gold") for the Israel 

. . . and lyricist, has Song Festival. After the 
written hundreds of Festival and for three 
songs· in her lifetime. weeks before the war, 

,Her words and poetry' this song, sung by Shuly 
are famous, known and Natan, became instantly 
sung around the world. popular and was played 
However, the words she constantly on the radio. 
wrote for "Jerusalem of Then, the Six Day War 
Gold," three weeks broke out, and Shemer 
before the Six Day War went with\he Army per-
in 1967, were almost formance groups to be 
prophetic. with the troops. 

In the spring of 1967, The day was June 7th 
she was commissioned, and the performing 

Shopping for diamonds 
(Cont. from page B23.) 
"Russian immigrants have helped in the develop
ment of these tools," said Schnitzer. 

Israel has strengthened its position as a center for 
the rough diamond trade in recent years, and the 
Diamond Exchange recently expanded trading by 
opening a Rough Diamond Trading Hall in a new 
wing. In addition, more than 90 per cent of the own
ers of diamond mines attended the Second 
International Rough Diamond Conference in March 
2000 in Tel Aviv 

"The diamond is the most beautiful, glorious and 
shining product in the world," said Moshe Schnitzer, 
speaking at the conference. "Every day we rejoice 
anew that our living is based on a tiny piece of hap
piness, the symbol of love ... " 

The four factors that define a diamond's value are: 
carat, clarity, color, cut. 

o Carat: a carat, l/5th of a gram, is based on the 
seeds of the carob tree. 

o Clarity: diamonds are formed from crystallized 
carbon. Traces of other elements, called inclusions, 
which are visible only with lOX magnification, 
lower value. Grading scales range from flawless 
(FL), very, very slightly included (VVS 1), to imper
fect. 

o Color: colorless (white) is still the favorite color. 
For a second diamond purchase, however, many 
buyers look for color. 

• Cut: ideal proportions between the table (largest 
upper facet), height of the crown, and depth of the 
cone (pavilion) enable the facet's to reflect light for 
maximum effect and fire. More than 75 per cent of 
all diamonds sold are round stones with 58 facets. 

Besides the "fancy" cuts, 
Israeli diamond cutters 

Naomi Shemer as she looked in the 1960s. WZPS 
photo courtesy of Naomi Shemer. 

group found themselves 
outside of El Arish wait
ing for the battle to fin-

ish. 
(Cont. on page B25. 
See "Naomi Shemer".) 
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SALES LTD. 

extends A Happy Chanukah 
to all our friends and customers 

during 
"The Festival of Lights" 

347 William Avenue 
Ph. 943-0999/ Fax. 947-3444 

Thank You for your Patronage 

Happy Chanukah 
have the skill to cut a dia
mond in unusual shapes, 
such as a bird or a flower. 

Happy Chanukah 

to our Jewish Clientele 

1300 Portage Ave. Phone 786-6541 

If you're visiting Israel, 
the Harry Oppenheimer 
Diamond Museum show
cases the fascinating 
journey of the diamond 
from the mines to a gem. 
Oppenheimer coined the 
expression "diamonds are 
forever. " 

N.B. Check out the 
Israel Diamond Institute 
website: www.dia
monds.org.il 

- WZPS. 

BERCH FRAME ART 

We offer a good selection 
of original & limited 

editions of native art and 
other paintings and 

reproductions. 

Phone 338-8197 
1679 Main St. 

(at Jefferson) 
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Israel featllt~e 

Naomi 
Shemer 

(Cont. from page B24.) 
"Suddenly," remem

bers Shemer, "we heard 
the announcer on the 
radio informing his lis
teners that the Old City 
of Jerusalem had been 
retaken by the IDF and 
we could hear people in 
the background singing 
my song, "Jerusalem of 
Gold." Two hours later, 
we were being whisked 
away to perform for the 
soldiers and deliver the 
news which they had 
not yet heard - that 
Jerusalem was a united 
city. 

"I also had my own 
message to add: during 
those two hours I had 
written a fourth stanza 
to the song, celebrating 
the fact that Jerusalem 
was reunited, and that 
other parts of the land, 
which Jews had longed 
for for so many years, 
were now in our hands. I 
first read the words to 
the soldiers clearly, like 
a radio announcer, so 
that they would tie sure 
to understand, and then 
sang the song in its 
completed'versiclI1."- . 

Naomi Shemer in 1993. IPPA ph%. 

Since that day, 
"Jerusalem of Gold" has 
functioned almost as a 
"second" national 
anthem. When greeting 
me at the door of her Tel 
Aviv apartment, howev
er, 'Naomi Shemer does 
not seem like an Israeli 
legend. Israel's "First 
Lady of Israeli Song," 
Israel Prize winner, and 
recipient of honorary 
doctorates from many 
universities, takes my 
hand, smiles, and ushers 
me ,into a sunny room 
filled with the things she 
loves most: books, a 
piano, music, beautiful 
quilts made by friends, 
and a child-sized table 
heaped high with toys 
for her grandchildren. 

Then, with a voice 
warm with natural musi-

cal cadence, she quickly 
gets clown to business. 
She tells me that she is a 
pensioner, and writes 
only one or two new 
songs a year when cir
cumstances call for it, 
suoh as the Hebrew ver
sion of "Captain, My 
Captain" after Yitzhak 
Rabin's death. "I don't 
have the energy lance 
did," she states matter of 
factly. "The tempo of 
my life now is very easy 
and comfortable, with 
plenty of time for uni
versity courses, for 
grandchildren, to gladly 
assume the responsibil i
ties of my new appoint
ment as chair of ACUM 
( the Israel Organization 
for Composers and 
Writers), and as a mem
ber of the Academy of 
Hebrew Language, 
which is a great honor 
for me. " 

"However," she con
tinues with good humor, 
"even when 1 am 'pas
sive, my mind still 
works! Over the years, I 

Bayat Gallery 
Winnipeg's Largest 

Inuit Art Gallery 

Happy Chanukah 
to the-Jewish Community 

163 Stafford Street 475-5873 

have become a master 
of perfecting the state of 
'intensive idleness.' 
This has been and will 
always be my way of 
life." 

Then without missing 
a beat, Shemer tells of 
her new show. "It is a 
collection of my songs 
spanning many years," 
she explains enthusiasti
cally, "and of course, I 
have written two new 
songs for it." 

The verses of her, two 
new songs, "Actualia" 
and "The Coat", reveal 
Shemer's clear percep
tion and attitudes 
towards changing times. 
"Actualia" is a direct 
parody about the chang

'ing quality of life in 
Israel while "The Coat" 
surrealistically 
describes a beautiful 
coat of many colors 
which can fly freely 
over the "colorful patch
work quilt" view on the 
ground, and is oblivious 
to the colored lines; 
lines which allude to the 
colors of Israeli army 
maps. 

Shemer herself does 
not like boundaries, 
since she grew up at a 
time in Israel where 
there were no bound
aries or cement barri
cades. "Before '1948, 
people traveled freely to 
Jordan, Lebanon and the 
Hermon," she recalls. 
"However, after the War 
of Independence, the 
barricades, which divid
ed Jerusalem and the 
entire country into a 
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Jordanian side and an 
Israeli side, bo'thered my 
generation very much." 

"Between 1948 until 
1967," remembers 
Shemer, "we felt that we 
were in a straight jacket 
of a narrow country, and 
missed very much the 
feeling of open borders. 
Then came the days in 
1967 before the Six Day 
War when there was a 
feeling of tension and 
excitement in the air. 
We had no idea about 
what would actually 
happen, and afterwards 
the happiness was over
whelming." 

Throughout the years, 
Shemer has written hun
dreds of songs and 
beautiful melodies that 
have become part of 
Israeli musical tradition 
and folklore. However, 
she recalls her illustri
ous career through 
un tinted glasses. 

"In 1948, during the 
War of Independence, I 
was 17 and on the front 
line in my kibbutz, 
Kvutzat Kinneret. Then 
after the war, I went to 
the Academy of Music 
1'1 Jerusalem and 
received my degree in 
Music Education. 
However in 1952, the 
army real ized I had not 

'served regular duty. 
They drafted me and 
sent me to the Cultural 
Division of Nahal. I 
served with fine people, 
like Chaim Topol, who 
would later give me the 
opportun ity to write 
songs that would start 
me on my way to 
becoming a professional 
song writer. But while I 
was in the army, life was 
a challenge. 

"You have to under
stand," she continues 
with eyes full of mis
chief. 

"1 was a bad soldier 
and was regularly sent 
on punishment duty to 
distant places that had 
no running water or 
electricity. 

(Cont. on page B26. 
See "Naomi Shemer".) 
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STAINE 
GLASS CLASSE 
STARTING IN THE NEW YEAR 

·BEGINNER ·ADVANCED 
·LAMP CLASSES 

We Carry a Full Line of Supplies for the 
Stained Glass Artist. We also Offer 
'Free Assistance on Design. Colour, 

and Structural Problems. 
PRAIRIE 

STAINED GLASS 
587 SARGENT AVE '783-1117 

OPEN MON-SAT 
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jtUPERUTE 
1901 Logan Avenue /989-7277 

Showroom hours: 
9 am - 5 pm Monday - Saturday 
9 am - 9 pm Thursday 
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~ Happy Chanukah to our Jewish friends & clients ~ 

~ HALLMAR1{ fVRN1TVR£ ~ 
~ Custom Design & Build to Your Specifications ~ 
~ Upholstered & Wooden Furniture ~ 
~ Italian-made Dining Chairs & Occasional Chair Frames ~ 
~ Re-upholstering, Re-styling, Re-finishing, ~ 
~ RepairResidential & Commercial Full Warranty ~ 

~ Showroom: ~ 
~ 315 William Ave. - 946-0209 / ~ 
~ Winnipeg, MB Mon. - Sat. / . ~ 
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