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Happy Chanukah 

WINNIPEG DRAPERY LTD. 
• Custom Drapery & Bedspreads 

• Venetians, Verticals & Pleated Shades 

"A Family Tradition Since 1951" 

• Mrs. L. Bricker· Martin Bricker· Marilyn Perl 

1336 Main St. 582·3239,582·1829 

Happy Chanukah 

WINNIPEG BUILDING & DECORATING 
LIMITED 

GENERAL CONTRACTORS 

Donald MacAngus Henry Thiessen 
David MacAngus 

56 Ellen. Street 941-6121 

Happy Chanukah to our clients & friends from 

DOMENIC VACCARO 

(A~~A~A' Illl 
~ ~A~l3ll lll). 

• CERAMIC TILE· MOSAIC TILE· QUARRY TILE· MARBLE 

~ 
PORCEl..ANOSA 

481 WARSAW AVE. 
WPG .• MAN. R3L OR2 

PHONE 453-8014 
FAX 453-8078 

Best Wishes for A Happy Chanukah 
to all our friends and customers from 

CANADIAN TIRE #1 
POLO PARK 

FOR ALL YOUR SHOPPING NEEDS 

700 st. James St. 
943·0311 

Israel feature 
Naomi 
Shemer 
(Cont. from page B2S.) 

"But I certainly saw 
different parts of the 
country that way, and 
later would write about 
them," 

And so it follows that 
many of Naomi' 
Shemer's songs cover 
the topography of Eretz 
Israel. Others speak of 
love, friendship, love of 
Israel, and a myriad of 
topics which run the 
gamut in style, subject, 
mood and tempo. "It is 
very important to me," 
she states, "that each 
song has a character of 
his own." 

Many of her songs 
speak about the beauty 
of the Kinneret, and, 
when asked why, she 
smiles as she remem
bers her youth. 

"I was born on 
Kvutzat Kinneret. My 

... parents Rivka and Meir 
Sapir, z"l, were from 
Vilna and came to Israel 
in the wave of the Third 
Aliya. They helped 
build the kibbutz with 
their own hands. I 
remember my father as 
a warm, loving, funny 
person. He was the last 
commander in 1948 
during Operation 
Bricha, which was the. 
evacuation of the Jews 
of Europe from the 
camps to Palestine. My 
mother was in charge of 
my music education, 
and to her I owe all my 
professional skills." 

After her IDF service, 
Naomi Shemer returned 
to Kvutzat Kinneret as a 
music teacher in the 
kindergarten. "There 
were few Hebrew songs 
for toddlers about kib
butz life at the time," 
she remembers, "so I 
wrote my first eight 
songs for children about 
life on the kibbutz. 
Today it makes me 
happy to know that 
these songs, such as 
'The Postman comes in 
a Red Van,' are still 
known and sung by chil
dren throughout the 
country. These songs are 
about life in Kinneret, a 
wonderful place to grow 
up. The dearest points in 
my life happened to me 
in the kibbutz and, 
therefore, were the first 
sources of my inspira
tion." 

At the age of 26, 

ing and am all for it. My 
daughter-in-law, Tamar 
Giladi, a wonderful 
singer, just released her 
first CD, "Those Very 
Days," which also 
makes me happy." 

It is evident that 
Naomi Shemer's home 
life has been rich in the 
beauty of music and 
words. Her husband, 
Mordechai Horowitz, is 
a lawyer and writer. Her 
daughter, Leli, is a lan
guage editor al}d she 
herself is adding another 
language, Italian, to her 
linguistic inventory. 

The cover of the ~riginal recording of "Jerusalem 
of Gold". WZPS photo. 

When asked about 
new developments in 
her music and style, 
Naomi Shemer thinks 
for a moment and then 
uses a quote she loves 
from "Lullaby for Sean" 
by John Lennon: "Life 
is something that hap
pens when we are busy· 
making other plans." 

Naomi Shemer left the 
'kibbutz and went to Tel 
Aviv with her first hus
band, Gideon, and baby 
daughter Leli. Here she 
wrote for Haim Topol: 
"After our experiences 
together in Nahal, he 
remembered that I could 
write music as well as 
poetry. From that point 
on, I became a profes
sional song writer. I am 
lucky to be in Israel 
which is a happy place 
for a songwriter. There 
is a constant demand 
and we have almost a 
monopoly on the 
Hebrew song industry." 

Creating the good 
"marriage" between 
Hebrew words and 
music is very important 
to Naomi Shemer. "But 
needless to say, I want 
my songs to be sung by 
non-Hebrew speakers 
also. Therefore, I have 
translated the titles to 
English in my song 
books, and have also put 
in a transliterated 
English version of the 
Hebrew words under the 
music." 

Naomi Shemer's 
lyrics and poetry are a 
rich melange of the 
Hebrew language. 
When asked why she 
uses quotes from the 
Bible and traditional 
texts, she answers, 
"When I was a young 
student, I had two won
derful teachers. We 
learned all the Israel i 
poets by heart, as well 
as many chapters in the 
Bible, . Rashi and other 
traditional texts. We had 
a very intimate knowl
edge of the Bible 
because of the way it 
was taught. These words 
are part of my language 
and part of my life -

therefore part of my 
songs." 

Although Shemer 
says that foreign lan
guages are a challenge, 
it does not stop her from 
learning and using what 
she loves. She has trans
lated to Hebrew and set 
to her own music the 
words of many French 
songs and the poetry of 
the BeatIes. 

"I love mixing ancient 
Hebrew and slang. 
Musical style is always 
moving forward and so 
must 1. What the next 
generation of song writ
ers is doing, like my son 
Ariel Horowitz (who 
wrote the hit "Yalla', 
Bye"), I find very excit-

What are her plans for 
the future? "I am puz
zled by the direction or 
lack of direction in 
which our lives are 
moving," she admits. "I 
am full of hopes and 
fears." However, one 
thing which remains a 

,surety and constant is 
her love of the Land, its 
places of beauty, its 
cities, and Jerusalem of 
Gold. 

- WZPS. 

Happy Chanukah 
to all ourfamily,friends & customers 

6-
774-TAXI (774-8294) 

Pearl and Tom Springman 
Nata & Avery' Spigelman and family 
Mal & Lisa Springman and family 

We Look Forward To Being Of Service To You! 
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Israel featllre 

Natasha Sochkova (top left) with orphanage head Dr. Aslanbek Donbayev (center) 
and some of the non-Jewish Chechnyan orphans, before being airlifted to Israel. 
WZPS photo by Dan Carmi. 

Israel provides safe haven for 
Chechen war orphans 

Grozny orphanage head Dr. Aslanbek Donbayev succeeded in evacuating 45 chil
dren across the border when Russian troops entered Chechnya in September 1999. 
The children were all non-Jews, except for one 16-year-old who until discovered by 
representatives from the Moscow office of the Jewish Agency for Israel, had no idea 
that she was Jewish ... 

Best Wishes for a Happy Chanukah 

interior illusions 
Cust!,m Designed On-Site Workroom 

• Bedding 
• Window Fashions 

370 Notre Dame Avenue 
Winnipeg, MB R3B 1P8 
Phone 925.41621Fax 925.4152 • Re-Upholstery 

Happy Chanukah 
to all our friends 

& customers 

ACC 
Lawn & Garden 

344 PEMBINA HWY. 
284-5950 

Happy Chanukah 

INVESTIGATIONS 
Ucensed Bonded Private Investigators 
JANIE A. DUNCAN & ASSOClATES 

Phone: 233-3439 Fax: 233-2139 

Toll Free: 1-877-233-2002 
E-Mail: duncanj@m.b.sympatico.ca 
Website: www.janieduncan.com 

By WENDY ELLIMAN 
""lITn November 1999, a journalist covering the bru-' 
li: tal war in Chechnya filed a story with the 

.Jlt.Reuters news agency. A group of Jewish 
orphans, he reported, had fled Chechnya on foot, and 
were now living in a bleak makeshift camp on the 
Chechen-Ingush border, high in the icy Caucasus 
Mountains, with neither food, heat nor medicine. 

Within days, Alia Levy, head of the Moscow office 
of the Jewish Agency for.Israel, and two colleagues 
were flying south to check it out. "The closest we 
could fly was Pyatigorsk," says Levy. "From there 
we drove: It was a terrifying joumey. The route took 
us along the Chechen border, where bandits have 
kidnapped thousands for ransom." 

Shortly after crossing the unsettled border into' 
Ingushetia, they found the camp where 45 seven- to 
18-year-olds and 10 staffers were huddled together 
for warmth. "They had no heating, no hot water and 
no medicines," says Levy, "and they were directly 
beneath the air corridor used by the Russian bombers 
and gunships." 

"Are these Jewish children?" Levy asked orphan
age head Dr. Aslanbek Donbayev. "Only one of 
them," he said, indicating 16-year-old Natasha 
Sochkova, "and she doesn't know she's Jewish. 
She's been with us since losing her parents 13 years 
ago, and here we live as one family - not Russians, 
Armenians, Chechens or Jews." 

Donbayev's answer echoed a decision Levy had 
already made. "It wasn't the time or place to choose 
whom to help and whom not," she says. "It was the 
kind of situation in which you simply have to help 
anyone you can. " 

Rapidly, she acquired heaters, winter clothing, 
food and medicine - and kept them coming for the 
next nine months. 

"At the same time I learned I was Jewish," says 
Natasha, "a Jewish organization was keeping me and 
my friends from freezing and starvation." 

More, however, was required than food and 
warmth. "The children needed psychological reha
bilitation; they needed to get out of the war zone," 
said Donbayev. "Most had lived under bombardment 
for years. It couldn't go on." 
(Cont. on page B28 • See "Israel takes in non
Jewish Chechen war orphans".) 

Authorized Dealer for 

KENWOOD 
2 -WAY RADIO COMMUNICATIONS 
1305 King Edward Street 632-7800 

Happy Chanukah 

Mid-West Quilting Co. Ltd. 

"Manufacturers of quality materials. 
Quilting by the yard a specialty." 

1451 ERIN ST. 783-6009 

Paul & Alan Knight 

Happy Chanukah to 
our clients & friends 

ERBARDT-STREU 

919 McLeod Ave., Winnipeg, MB 

667-4890 
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