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World Jewish news 

Even empty, haunting museum 
in Germany stillpacks a_punch 
By TOM 
TUG END 

BERLIN 
(JTA) 
Even though 
it is empty, 
the Jewish 
Museum 
Berlin has 
already at
tracted hun
dreds of 
thousands of 
visitors. 
More than 

The Jewish Museum Berlin, designed by Polish-born American 
~e~gl~ ~~v~ architect Daniel Libeskind, zigzags near the old Berlin Wall. 

Seen from ;Ibove, it resembles either a shattered Star of David 
a Ire a d y b d I' h ' b I . thronged the or a ronze Ig tmng 0 t. Photo courtesy Jewish Museum Berlin. 

museum since it opened to the public in concrete walls, with a single slit oflight 
February 1999, and about 20,000 more at the unreachable top. When the door 
are coming each month. The exhibits, clangs shut, most visitors are gripped by 
tracing the 2,000-year Jewish presence a sense of oppression and suffocation. 
in Germany, won't be in place until the Throughout the fivecstory building are 
museum's formal inauguration, sched- "voids" - black-walled, permanently 
uled for next September. empty spaces - that embody the absence 

What attracts the primarily non-Jew- left in German life by the expulsion and 
ish visitors to the multilingual guided murder of its Jewish citizens. The muse-
tours is the exterior and interior archi- um's Web site - www.jmberlin.de - of-
tecture of the building designed by fers a brief illustrated tour of the facili-
Polish-born American architect Daniel ties. "Few buildings have evoked the 
Libeskind. The building zigzags on a unspeakable with such clarity," writes a 
site near the old Berlin Wall. Seen from Los Angeles journalist. 
above, it resembles either a shattered So powerful is the impact of 
Star of David or a bronzed lightning Libeskind's creation that some visitors 
bolt, according to one's perc~ptions. break into tears, and it has been pro-
The exterior walls are covered'in zinc, posed that the museum remain perina-
with diagonal slashes across the facade nently empty as a mute Holocaust me-
serving as the building's 350 oddly morial. Museum director W. Michael 
shaped windows. . Blumenthal, who left Berlin for Shang-

Reached by an underground passage, hai as a young Jewish refugee and later 
the interior is marked by slanted corri- became U.S. Treasury secretary in the 
dors, one leading to the empty upstairs Carter administration, will have none of 
exhibition halls. Another points to the it. "The building's purpose goes beyond 
outdoor Garden of Exile, with its 49 its architecture," he notes. 'There were 
rectangular concrete columns, each many Jewish citizens in this country and 
sprouting an olive tree. The columns are they were not always helpless victims. 
slightly tilted, leaving an impression of They lived here for centuries and were 
a world askew. A third corridor leads profound contributors to the life of their 
through aheavy steel door into the Holo- country. This is part of German history 
caust Tower, a high angular room of that must not be forgotten." 
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Latvia 
requests 

extradition of 
World War II 

• CrImes 
suspect 

By JEREMY JONES 
SYDNEY (JT A) - Re

sponding to an extradi
tion request from Latvia, 
Australian officials have 
detained a war crimes 
suspect allegedly in
volved in the deaths of up 
to 30,000 Jews during 
World War II. Officials 
on December 13 arrested 
Konrad Kalejs and later 
released him, but they 
took his passport to pre
vent him from fleeing the 
country. 

Justice Min ister 
Amanda Vanstone said 
December 13 "the nor
mal extradition process 
would be followed" now 
that Australia has re
ceived the extradition re
quest from Latvia, where 
Kalejs would face "one 
charge of genocide and 
one charge of war 
crimes." 

For years, Kalejs has 
faced charges of being 
involved in the wartime 
slaughter of civilians 
when'he served as an of
ficer in Latvia's pro-Nazi 
Arajs Kommando unit. 
The militia is held directly 
responsible for the deaths 
of some 100,000 civil
ians, including 30,000 
Jews, between 1941 and 
1943. About 75,000Jews, 
more than 90 percent,of 
Latvia's prewar Jewish 
community, were mur
dered by the Nazis, with 
help from local residents. 
Kalejs has said he was 
ordered by German of
ficers to head an Arajs 
Kommando unit, but he 
denied being present 
when civilians were shot. 

U.S. and Jewish groups 
pressured Latvia to ex
tradite Kalejs for trial af
ter he was found by Nazi 
hunters in a retirement 
home in Britain late last 
year. Kalejs was deported 
from the United States 
and Canada in the early 
1990s for lying about his 
wartime record. He fled 
in January from Britain 
to Australia, where he has 
had citizenship since 
1957. 

For more than 15 years, 
Australian Jews have 
sought his prosecution in 
Australia or deportation 
to a country where he 
would face trial. Kalejs, 
87, signaled through his 
lawyer that he intends to 
fight the extradition on 
the grounds of his age 
and health. 

Czech officials turn stolen papers 
over to Dutch] ewish community 
By MAGNUS BENNETT 

PRAGUE (JTA) - Czech officials have presented 
the Dutch state archives with Jewish documents the 
Nazis stole from Amsterdam during World WarII. The 
seven boxes document Jewish life in the Netherlands 
from 1796 to 1942 and may have been destined for the 
museum of European Jewry that Hitler planned to build 
in Prague . after he exterminated Europe's Jews. The 
documents were transported to Prague during the war. 
They only recently resurfaced. 

The Dutch Jewish community, which is expected to 
take control of the documents next year, regards them 
as vital for interpreting Jewish religious laws. The 
circumstances of the documents' disappearance re
main unclear, but they are believed to have been 
appropriated by Reinhard Heydrich, Hitler's chief SS 
official in wartime Prague. The archives, written in 
Dutch and Hebrew, include population lists, commu
nal inventories and correspondence among the Nether
lands' Jewish communities. 

Rogelio Cichowo)sky, 57, head of 
Argentine Jewish community dies 
By NICOLAS PENCHASZEDEH 

BUENOS AIRES (JTA) - Rogelio Cichowolsky, 
president of the political umbrella organization of 
Argentine Jewry, died December II at 57 after a long 
battle with lung cancer. 

"He was a friend, a man of peace, an indefatigable 
defender of justice and equality," Argentine President 
Fernando de la Rua said. 

Since assuming the presidency ofDAIA in January 
1999, Cichowolsky led efforts to pass an anti-discrimi
nation law and to create the National Anti-Qiscrimina
tion Institute, over which he later presided. 

While maintaining close ties with the government, 
Cichowolsky was very critical of the lack of progress 
in the investigations into the terror bombings of the 
Israeli Embassy in 1992 and theAMIA Jewish commu
nity center in 1994. 

More than 100 people died in the attacks combined. 
He also criticized the government for not taking meas
ures against Iran, which he considered responsible for 
the bombings. 

During his tenure, Cichowolski made efforts to dis
tance himself from his predecessor and mentor, banker 
Ruben Beraja. 

Beraja left the DAIA after a financial scandal that 
forced the shutdown of his Banco Mayo bank, one of 
the primary funders of Jewish communal activities in 
Argentina. 

Cichowolsky was buried December 12 at La Tablada 
Cemetery near Buenos Aires. He is survived by his 
wife, Silvia, and three children. 
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World Jewish nevus 

Russian Jewish leader arrested 

Albright visits Hungary's 
Jews, hears their fears 

MOSCOW (JT A) - Spanish police arrested a Rus
sian media magnate who also heads the Russian Jewish 
Congress. Vladimir Goussinsky, wanted in Russia for 
alleged fraud, claims the charges against him are politi
cally motivated. Arrested December 12 at a beach 
resort in southern Spain, Goussinsky is slated to face an 
extradition hearing soon. 

about extremism 

Palestinian's release blocked 
WASHINGTON (JTA) - U.S. Attomey General 

lanet Reno blocked the release of a Palestinian man 
jailed for three year~ .without charges. Just moments 
before Mazen AI-Najjar was to be released December 
12 from a Florida jail, attorneys received a call telling 
them of Reno 's action, according to Rep. David Bonior 
(D-Mich.), who has been seeking the man's release. 
The government maintains that AI-Najjar has links to 
Mideast terrorists and is a threat to national security. 

Jews squabble over Temple Mount 
NEW YORK (JT A) - Two Orthodox Jewish organi

zations lashed out at a group of U.S. rabbis who are 
calling on Israel to share sovereignty over Jerusalem's 
Temple Mount. "Any calls to 'share' the Temple 
Mount not only fly in the face of Jewish tradition, they 
also endanger freedom of access to holy places for all," 
the Orthodox Union and the Rabbinical Council of 
America said. 
L.A. federation building rededicated 
LOS ANGELES (JTA) - The Jewish Federation of 

Greater Los Angeles rededicated its community build
ing, following a $24 million U.S. renovation to repair 
severe damage sustained during a 1994 earthquake. 
The building unveiled December 10 sports an aqua
colored glass exterior, a grove of olive trees at the 
entrance and a facade of Jerusalem stone. On entering, 
visitors are greeted by a children's library and a state
of-the-art children's museum. 
Schroeder: Crackdown will continue 
NEW YORK (JT A) - German Chancellor Gerhard 

Schroeder vowed that the government will not relent in 
its efforts to crack down on neo-N azi extremists. "Right
wing extremism is damaging to our image abroad, but 
there is more to the fight against it than just our image. 
It's about our own self-respect," he said December 12. 
Schroeder also called on German businesses to give 
young people jobs and training that would keep them 
out of trouble. 

Hungarian survivors could get more 
BUDAPEST (JTA) - A law the Hungarian Parlia

ment passed last year to pay $100 U.S. to the heirs of 
Holocaustvictims is unconstitutional, Hungary's high
est court ruled. In its ruling December 12, the court 
called on legislators to budget a higher amount for 
victims' relatives. The president of Hungary's Jewish 
community, Peter Tordai, welcomed the court action, 
but said it would take at least two more years before 
legislators act. 

By AGNES BOHM 

BUDAPEST (JT A) -
During a one-day trip to 

Hungary, U.S. Secretary 
of State Madeleine 
Albright paid tribute to 

the 600,000 Hungarian 
Jews who died in the 
Holocaust. 

Albright placed a 
wreath December 13 at 

Budapest's Holocaust 
Memorial, located in the 

courtyard of the Dohany 
Street Synagogue. 

Hungarian Jewish lead
ers escorted her inside the 

historic 3,000-seat syna

gogue, where they 

showed her the centuries
old Torah scrolls kept in 
the ark. 

Albright asked the J ew
ish community leaders to 

. pray for deceased mem

bers of her family. 

Albright's family fled 
the region twice, once in 
1938 to escape the Nazis, 

and then to the United 
States in 1948 after a 

Communist coup in 

Czechoslovakia. 

Raised as a Roman 

Catholic - she later be
came an Episcopalian -

Albright said she learned 
she had Jewish ancestors 

only when it was reported 

in The Washington Post 
in February, 1997. 

Community leaders es
corted Albright around 

the more than 100-year
old synagogue. 
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MADELEINE 
ALBRIGHT, U.S, sec
retary of state: Paid 
tribute to 600,000 Jews 
who died in the Holo
caust. 

They also showed her 
the adjoining building 
where Zionist leader 
Theodor Herzl was born 
in 1860. 

The communal leaders 
also told Albright that the 
rise of ul tra-rightist forces 
in Hungary had fright
ened local Jews. 

British store shrugs off 
boycott threatfrom Muslims 
By RICHARD ALLEN GREENE 

LONDON (JT A) - A British department store chain 
is vowing not to be swayed by Muslim calls to boycott 
the company because it does business with Israel. "We 
are a global player and we support many countries, 
including Israel," a Marks & Spencer spokeswoman 
told JTA. "We have a history and a background with 
Israel that we are very proud of," Cheryl Kuczynski 
said. 

Two groups, the Islamic Human Rights Commission 
and Action Alert, staged small protests outside two of 
the chain 's stores recently. The groups plan to continue 
picketing every Saturday, a commission spokesman 
said. Nafeez Ahmed described the protests as "an 
example to other companies that are doing business 
with Israel." The IHRC has over 2,000 members in the 
United Kingdom. Action Alert is a loose, new group of 
activists who work mostly via the Internet. 

The protests to date have been very small, Kuczynski 
said. "We were anticipating protests at six stores two 
weeks ago and only had two," including at the chain's 
flagship store at London's Marble Arch, Kuczynski 
said. But Ahmed said the protests had "only just 
started." The protesters passed out leaflets saying "M&S 
Supports Israel. Boycott M&S." 

A spokesman for the Israeli Embassy in London said 
the protests were not constructive. "You cannot re
solve issues or promote peaceful understanding or 
enhance Palestinian welfare through boycotts," OJ. 
Schneeweis said. 

The Israeli ambassador to England recently honored 
Marks & Spencer for the company's continued support 
of Israel. The clothier bought about $325 million U.S. 
worth of merchandise from Israel last year. That figure 
includes products produced in Jordan and exported via 
Israel, Kuczynski pointed out. 
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