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MAJOR-GENERAL H.D. B.KETCHEN 

FROM MR. A. J. FREIMAN 

President of the Zionist Organization of Canada 

. It seems a remarkable privilege that we Jews of Canada celebrate 
thIS .ye,~r the Hun~edth Anniversary of the passing of the "Magna 
Charta of Canadian Jewry. 

A hu~dred years ago this year, a status was given to Canadian 
Jewry ,:hlCh was to serve as a foundation upon which Jews of other 
generatIOns were to build. If the structure that resulted was to have 
bee~ the .fulfillment of the work of a servile) subservient people, 
p~sslbly lIttle ~ould remain. However, if that structure was built 
wIt~ true .NatIonal e.nthusiasm1 true Jewish hearts unfettered by 
~hams of bIgotry, JeWish generations were to leave, and have accord
Ingly left ~ :ital influence on the growth and development of this 
great DOmInIon. 

Thus we realize that this emancipation has made us better Jews 
and better Canadians. We work with our Ge~tile brothers in the 
:ull knowledge of thorough co-operation and u~derstanding, know
Ing that every step forward is to our mutual welfare and benefit. 

FROM MAJOR-GENERAL H. D. B. KETCHEN, R.O. 

In reply to your invitation to express my sentiments concerning 
the lOOth Anniversary of the granting of Civil Rights to the Jewish 
People of Canada, and of the 50th Anniversary of the settlement 
of Jews in Western Canada, I should like to say that I am proud, as 
a Canadian, of the action taken by our Statesmen in 1832, in their 
extending so early, full political privileges of the Franchise, to the 

Jewish People of Canada. 

The trust so placed has been amply justified, for the Jewish 
People have fully proved themselves to be worthy and loyal citizens 
of Canada. In their acceptance of the privileges so extended to 
them, they have successfully borne and creditably met, their full 
share of the responsibilities as citizens of the Country, by having 
done their full part in the building up of our great Dominion, in 
ably aiding and assisting in the progress and the general business 
welfare of this Country. 

On this Anniversary, I have also much pleasure in extending 
my congratulations to the Jewish People of Western Canada, on 
their success during the past 50 years, and my best wishes lor their 
prosperity and well being in the future. 

May I be allowed to add that during my 35 years service in 
Canada, and particularly during the Great War, when I had the 
hO~lOr and privilege of Commanding the 6th Canadian Infantry 
Bngade Overseas, I had with me, quite a number of officers and 
men. of the J e~ish Faith, who rendered distinguished and gallant 
servIce. at all tImes, and many of them earned and were awarded 
decoratIons from H.M. The King, for outstanding gallantry in the 
field. 

I ~m very glad to have this opportunity of adding my trihute 
to thell' spl d'd . . en J serVlces, as fine soldiers and loyal citizens of the 
EmpIre. 

H. D. B. KETCHEN, Major-General, R.O. 

A. J. FREIMAN A. J. FREIMAN 

(We learn with p,'ofound "egret that MRS A J FREIMAN P 'd t f th H d and i d f t' bl l . . . , rem en 0 e a assah 0, . , an 11. e alga e eader in. the cause of reLieving human suffering has been too ill to se1:~amzatlDn of Canada Si11,Ce its inception 15 

ALFRED M. COHEN 
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us a w01'd of greeting for tl . years ago, us event,) 

FROM ALFRED M. COHEN 

President of the B'nai B'rith Order 

I heartily congratulate Canada and its . . . 
Hundredth Anniversary of the Civic E . J~wlsh CItizens on the 
by the former. The event manclpabon granted the latter 
importance to both Th J commemorated is of like interest and 
h 

. e ews of Canada .. 
as been afforded them' th 1 reJ OlCe that opportunity 

all' . ff' In east century t . . . 
aIrs a ectmg the beloved land of . . 0 partir.Ipate In all 

Canada like all other count' , theIr bJrth or adoption and 
b fi · ries III which Je I' h ' 

ene Clary of loyal and h 1 h ws Ive, as been the 
.. woeearteds tf 
It Justly favored. No government has upp~r rom those whom 
the Jew to full citizenship M 1 ever regretted having admitted 
and it has always been at tha~y ands have denied him that right 
'1 eJr cost The . 
In any and is treated is a s f b . way m which the Jew 

d d a e arometer of't . '1' 
an e~ urance. It has been said th 1 S CIVl lzation, culture 
Jews It deserves. Canada d th at a country has the kind of 

h . eserves e best d·t 
were WIthin the Dominion F . th an 1 has them every-

d't' . 0] e good f 11 I con I lOn may be everlasting. 0 a pray this happy 

ALFRED M. COHEN 
P , 

(Greetings c t' resident, B'nai B'rith. 
on mued on page 41) 
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An Outline of the 

HISTORY of the JEWS • 
In CANADA 

By H. E. WIL'DER 
~anaging editor - The Israeifle 'Daily Press 

CHAPTER I. 

The earliest contacts. Canada 

A Jew? 

under French rule. 

French JeWs play 

1717-1760. Chivalrous atmosphere. Facts and Fancy. 

important role in Canada. Not permitted to settle. 

A French Nobleman 

From its very beginning-more than two centuries ago-even 
unto this day, Canadian Jewish history presents a llistinctly bright, 
colorful chapter in the otherwise drab, sorrowful story of the 
Jewish people. Indeed, this chapter is almost unparalleled in post
Biblical Jewish annals, for the more dramatic incidents depicted 
therein, particularly the earliest ones, unfold themselves in an 
uncommon, chivalrous, martial atmosphere; and the Jews appear 
there not as abject, downtrodden parialis, but as dignified freemen 
and intrepid warriors. 

This martial atmosphere is dedved not from such quasi fanciful 
tales as that one of the earliest (1625) Viceroys of New France, 
Henry de Levy, Duke of Ventadour, was of Jewish origin; not from 
the unconfirmed story that in 1732 at least six French warships 
"full of Jews" had arrived at Louisburg, with the intention of 
settling on the "Island of St. Johns"; nor from the strange adven
ture of a Jewish girl who,. away back in 1738, arrived in Quebec 
disguised as a sailor boy. 

Not these isolated, half legendary figures and episodes, give the 
opening chapters of Canadian Jewish history a romantic glamor; 
but the authentic records of those Jews who first established con
tact with or settled in Canada. These records are replete with 
martial incidents; just as the latter-day chronicles contain vivid 
accounts of noble endeavors and high achievements. 

When did Jews first establish contact with Canadian soil? 

The study of Canadian History with a view of isolating the 
Jewish picture has but recently begun, and it is therefore unlikely 
that all sources of information have been made available to us. The 
research thus far, while diligent and earnest, was carried on by 
men, qualified, it is true, but lacking the two most essential pre
requisites for such a study: ample time and adequate facilities. * 

From the texts and documents already published we leal'll that 
Jews set foot on Canadian soil as far back at 1717-and this 
despite the fact that New France, under the French regime, was 
closed to Jews, who were forbidden to settle here by Royal decree. 
This made it necessary for the Jews who ventured across, to come 
under assumed names, thereby makiug it difficult for the historian 
to identify them. . 

But, if the Jews were forbidden to settle here, they could not 
be prevented from trading with Canada; and so we find several 
large French-Jewish firms not only doing big business with Canada, 
but actually playing a role so important that a recognized historian 
is led to state that the Jews of those days "did more to protect and 
represent France (in Canada) than royalty itself".** 

Indeed, we find that ships sailing under the French flag owned 
by Jews and provisioned by them, brought relief to the French 
colony at a time (in 1752), when New France was in the throes of 
famine, and the inhabitants suffered the agonies of starvation. 

~ong these Jews, the most impressive and thrilling episode is 
furmshed by the selfless devotion, patriotism and splendid achieve
ments of the members of the famous French-Jewish family of 
Gradis. 

(*) All tl~e more cl'edit is (hlc to the ]1ioneering efforts-unll uchievements of G D Suck 
.(Th.13 .T~w I~ Gllnnd:~), and tho late ~\.. Rhin(;wine. 'l'o ~ack's WOrk ill :pnl,tic\llnl' 'I'e nre 
lIulebted fOl most of the dnt-a conccl'l1mg the ea,!'ly CanadulU-,Tewish History. 
\"k*) Camille .Tullill.ll, Histoire de Bordeaux (1895). 

"This family furnished France with some of her leaders in 
commerce, created her navy and her merchant marine, built and 
protected her colonial empire." Members of this family "gainej 
the greatest admiration and recognition for their ability, their 
great love for France, and the unparalleled patriotic services they 
rendered her." 

From the year 1744, and down to the day when the last shot 
was fired in France's struggle for the possession of Canada, the 
name of Gradis is closely linked with the history of this country 
. .•. Abraham Gradis occupies a special place in the history of 
French rule in Canada as one of those who, in the last phase of that 
rule, made the greatest efforts to maintain France's prestige in 
the continent. (t) 

The House of Gradis, established by David Gl'adis in 1696, in 
Bordeaux, so expanded its trade relations with England, Holland, 
Canada and the French West Indies, that nearly all the trans
oceanic trade was in its hands; and under the leadership of David 
Gradis' son, Abraham, "a man of great genius," this firm threw 
the whole weight of its naval strength, and resources on the side 
of France, in its wars with England, carrying valuable' cargoes and 
war supplies to Canada at the expense of the firm." (:1:) 

Of special significance is the fact that he organized the "Society 
of Canada", a trading organization which might have rivalled the 
Hudson's Bay Company, if the French people had been as alert 
as the English. 

Our sp~ce is too limited here to be able to record even briefly 
the splendld efforts made by the Gradis family to assist France in 
'its struggle to retai~ p.ossession of Canada. We quote here just 
a few paragraphs deplCtmg another phase of Gradis' activity as an 
index to his character: . , 

"One of the noblest and most extl'aol'dinary of his deeds which 
str~ki?-g~y di.sclosed a r~markable Jewish as well as personal ~harac
tensilc m hlm, and whlCh called forth in France a feeling of grati
tude and wann admiration, was his efforts on behalf of the French 
priso.n~rs detaine~ in England, whom he assisted in every way, 
provldmg them "nth money and other necessaries." 

A characteristic incident, revealing his close attachment to 
traditional Judaism, and self-respect, is recorded by Graetz in an 
anecdote concerning Abraham Gradis: "The Duc of Richelieu was 
'riding in his carriage. Sighting Gradis, the Duc ordered his driver 
to stop, and invited Gradis to come along with him. The latter 
ho:vever, declined, because it was Sabbath. "In that case," the Du~ 
smd, as he stepped out of his carriage, "we shall both walk." 

T~at the Gradis' were recognized as truly representative Jews 
!~ tesh~ed. by the fact tha~ (David) Gradis was a member of the 
Con:1l11lS~lOn of Jews whlCh was to make suggestions for the 

ameh~ra~lOn of the condition of their brethren in France." This 
c~mmlSS1?n was summoned by Malesherbes, at the instigation of 
Kmg Loms XVI. (*) 

As a c~nsequence of the English-French war, in Canada, Gradis 
lost ~ conslderable por~ion of his fortnne. The King of France, after 
conslderable delay, reimbursed him for a part of his claim, and 

(t) B. G. Sor.k, History of tho Jews in Canntlll, p. 5. 

(±l Jewish EllCyr.lonerlill. VL. OS. 
(~') Graetz, History of ths JIlWS, Vol. V., p. 4S1. 
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