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of several hundred souls, would reach Winnipeg. The arrival of 
this small group, on Friday, May 26th, aroused, naturally, th.e 
curiosity of the whole city. They were subjected to a sympatheti
cally critical examination-but they gave a good account of them
selves. Witness the Free Press, Saturday, May 27th, 1882: 

HJewish refugees from Russian persecutio,nJ who. were s~~te~l in t~rld!e m~~~ 
ber of the Free Press~ to be on the yvay tOf £thlS P£o~hc~~:b~~e m~i:ing inY~ll 19· 

arty consists of 15 men and the Wlves 0 our 0 e . I d .. ' 
P 'd h f ' h ge of baggage have not yet arnved. Accommo ailon 
besl es w om our In c ar . . b 'ld' F as rovided for them at the Government ImmlgratIon UI mgs on . onseca 
~treeY West. There is among the men three carpe.nters, 'fneh blacks~lthb ~ne 
cabinet maker one painter and one dyer, the remamder 0 t e num er emg 

h' 11 ung none of them being over 30 years of age, and they 
;~~~~~i~a;t l~okf~g a anXoevid~nt1y intelligent. ~hey hare able ~d ;il~nJ !h wor~ 
and read to avail themselves of any opportumty t at n;ay e a or. e em 0 

, y h t l' l'h d The members of the Jewlsh communIty here are 
earnIng an ones lve 1 00 • • t f th l' 
doin all in their power to provide for the immedI~te :wan s a e p~op e, as 

facts revealing an extraordinary Reign of Terror". The article 
contains a chronological description of the bloody events of 1881, 
revealing the vicious role the g·overnment officials played in instj.· 
gating and abetting the horrible pogroms. The day before, The 
Times (of Winnipeg) had published the following telegram: "Rus
sia: The Jews.-General Ignatielr, by receiving Jewish delegates, 
said he hoped, before many months, the Western frontier woul~ be 
open to the Jews. (tt) The murder of a Jewish family near Novidar 
was committed by peasants without the slightest provocation". As 
there were no more than eight Jewish families in the city at the 
time the publication of such items cannot be ascribed to an inten
tion'to serve these few. It indicates, rather, that the editors of 
these newspapers were actuated by a feeling of protest against the 
perpetration and condonation of such acts of wanton cruelty-as 
well as by a feeling of sympathy fOl· the oppressed. Little did these 
editors suspect that they and their 'readers would soon be called 
upon to demonstrate their sympathy to these very victims of Rus
sian persecution. Nor wel'e they to be found wanting when the 
test came. It was on May 23, 1882, that the big-hearted men of 
the plains first learned that they were going to act as hosts to some 
of the Jews rescued from under the heel of the tyrant. On that 
day the Free Press published the following item: 

the gare entirely without means; but as the ~ommumty IS small, embracmg only 
eight families, they would be glad of the aSSIstance of any who may be able to 
hIs eciall in finding immediate employment for the strangers .. Those who 
d:s1~e e t~ do s~ can apply at the immigrant sheds, where the agent In charge or 
the caretaker will be able to interpret for them. Of course, none of the party 
can s eak English, but as they have all son:e knowledge of German, no great 
diffictiIty will be found in obtaining the assistance of persons able to converse 

, ','-

"A number of Jewish refugees who have been driven from Russia by perse
cution robbery and murders started a few days ago from Toronto for Winnipeg. 
They formed half of a party, the balance of which remain,ed in To~o~to, being 
taken in hand by the Toronto Branch or the Anglo-JewIsh Assoctat~on. lVIr. 
Braun, tailor, of this city, has received informatio;n that the party conslst~ of 1~ 
men, eight women and one child. As to occupation, the men are ~omprIsed of 
carpenters blacksmiths and bricklayers. The members or the JeWIsh Company 
here are ~ot very numerous, but they are doing what they can. to prepare for 
the reception of their coreligionists, and to secure for them the Immediate em
ployment which will no doubt be absolutel'y nece.ssar?, fo~ them. Arrangements 
have been made with Mr. Magelsdorff, aSSIstant ImmIgration agent at the Gov
ernment sheds for quarters for the party until some other provision can be made. 
Mr. Braun ha~ received from Mr. Montgomery a promise of employment for the 
blacksmiths and no doubt all the rest will soon find work of some kind or other. 
The sufferi~gs which these people had to undergo will open the hearts of the 
people of Winnipeg, and make them ready at least to give the foreigners the 
opportunity of helping themselves." 

We can only imagine the great excitement and still greater con
cern of the small Jewish community when they heard of this. It is 
true that in 1881-82, Winnipeggers generally ceased to become 
excited at the news that large groups of immigrants were aniving. 
Whole armies of them were coming in daily. The gates of the 
Great North West had been thrown wide open-as though l·eady 
to receive with an affectionate embrace, the land-hungry of the 
whole world. The fame of is bountiful harvests had circled the 
earth. Its generous homesteads were attracting the disappointed 
as well as the restless and ambitious of all the lands. The boom of 
1881 may have come-and gone, but the millions whom it had 
aroused had not heard that the "balloon had been punctured", (*) 
and they were still coming, not in tens, not in hundreds, but in 
thousands. "The train for the West left this morning at 8.30 with 
about 500 people, principally immigrants destined for the land." 
"A thous9nd English farmers arrived on Sunday, 300 for Mani
toba," (""") Such items were now commonplace, and the readers 
would most likely pass them over with complacent indifference, For 
these swarms of immig-rants IVinnipeg was merely a "stop-over" 
station. They would vanish almost as soon as they had come: 
gulped by the man-craving, seed-famished, yield-expectant, millions 
of virgin Western acres. 

with them." 

When this group of 24 brought the news that nearly 300 oth~rs 
were being directed from Toronto to Winnipeg, the local JewIsh 
"old-timers" became alarmed. How could they-a 111e:e handful of 
them, take care of such a multitude? They met hu:'nedly and de
cided upon a line of action. As usual, the first thmg they. could 
think of was to try and postpone the evil; the second, to enlIst the 
help of the citizens generally. A despa~ch was forwa:ded. to the 
Jewish Committee in Toronto, demandmg that the Immlgrants 
destined for Winnipeg be detained there "until better arrangements 
than now exist could be effected". But who would list.en to su~h 
demands? Toronto Jewry, as the Jewry of every large CIty, ?oth ll1 

Europe and America, had been equally hard pressed, and Just as 
unexpectedly compelled to take care of thousall:ds ~f re~uge~s. The 
dam had burst in Russia and the flood of JeWIsh m1mlgratlOn had 
overflown into every centre-pressing forward unrelentingly; rous
ilw the unprepared unorganized local communities everywhere, and 
0' . I taxing their resourcefulness, There was nowhere a reservou· arge 

. The group of Jews now on the way were also coming with the 
hope and clxpectation that they would go on the land. But the Win
nipeggers did not know of it. All they knew was that the~e people 
were refugees from mad Russia, and that they were destItute and. 
helpless. Temporary shelter had been provided for them by the 
grace of the Dominion Government, who permitted them to use the 
lono- abandoned and delapidated old Immigrants' shed. But they 
wo;ld still need food and probably clothes. With characteristic 
energy the small Jewish community prepared themselves for the 

'enouo-h to absorb all comers. Every community made desperate 
efforts to unload its burden onto another community. Naturally, 
United States was the ultimate hope of all. But even United states, 
despite its willingness, could not cope with such a situation. So a 
portion of this flow had to be diverted into some other channels. 
Next to United States, Canada was looked upon as the "promised 
land". The enthusiasm of the Western boosters was contagious. 
When the English Jews were called upon to lend a hand to the 
Russian refugees-they immediately turned their gaze to Canada. 
The Mansion-House Committee resolved to direct their overflow 
Canada-wards. And hither thousands of Jews came, not wholly 
embittered, but rather hopeful. For many of these actually desired 
an opportunity to become farmers. It was not a spontaneous desire. 
The thing had been considered for months, for years. For just at 
that period the Jewish intelligentzia, under the spell of "The 
Haskalah (Enlightment) Movement", groping for a permanent 
solution of the Jewish question, had, finally evolved both a theory 
and plan of action; or rather two theories almost diametrically 
opposed to one another. One maintained that the solution of the 
Jewish problem would come only with the advent of the New 
Society, constructed on the basis of Marxian philosophy, which 
assumed that the notion of race or nationality was fictitious, and 
that racial differences were figments of the imagination, or, at best, 
an artificial by-product of class distinction, all of which would dis
appear, with the effective levelling of all humanity, by the pressure 
of economic forces. The other school, on the contrary, assumed 
not only the existence, but the indestructability of ethnical groups, 
each with different, innate characteristics, which were not, hoW
ever, mutually exclusive or antagonistic. Furthermore, this differ
entiation WliS to be retained, for it contributed to the well-being, 
and increased the happiness, of all. The clash between these oppos
ing schools-cosmopolitanism and nationalism-was open and 
severe. However, both agreed to a large degree on this one point: 

emergency. 

Twenty-four souls-was not too big an order, even for the few 
Jewish families that had obtained a foothold here. These did not 
know, but were soon to learn, to their dismay, perhaps, that their 
resourcefulness and generosity would soon be taxed, when the next 
party (of which these 24 were merely the forerunners), consisting 

(tt) 'fhis l"cf~rs to the uuthol'izcd stnt.emc,nt ]ltlhlishe{l ill ,TlllHHlry, lfHl2. Rce Dnbnow: 
"E.story of the- JewS of Rus!;il1 and Poland" (Jew. Puh. Sue., 1018), Vol. H., lmge 385: 
• «this reply of the ItIl.lw"\\"et"ful minister , . . . il1c]"(J:I:-;(Jo{l lllC llltllic aUiong the ,Tcw~ 
of Russia. 'l'be .Jews were publicly tolll t1Hlt the g·ovl:ll"llllltmL wi:-;ltcd 10 g'ct rill of 

them • . • .' ' 
(*) J. yv. Dn.!oo) "Four Dceadc-s of Economic Growth" (Callllell( <1IHl itt:: Pl·o\·illl'C:-;, V(ll. 20) 

'rimes, ~fn~' :::!!J, 1888. F]"(lU Press, MIry 30, 188:3. 

The Jewish masses were at a disadvantage because they were not 
rooted in the soil. They ought to break through any artificial or 
natUl'alresistance, cease being "luftmenshen" (living on air, leading 
a precarious existence), and come down to earth. A "back-to-the
land" movement was initiated. The Nationalists (Chov've Zion) 
(*) advocated a return to the Holy Land-of Palestine, Others in-

(J:) "TJOyel'S of Zinn"-precursor of t.he mo!lerll "lJtllit.ic(I}" Zionist movement. As I\. 

1.OClI1H tho "Biln" mO"\'f\l1Hmt was 8trrrtcti, Ilnd a gl'Oll'P ot·g~lIli7.etl which went t.o Palestine, 
{lsi.llhlishinJ:' the f11"S~ ,T{'wi!!h colony Umt"c, which I:clchrated, lhi:-; )'ml1', it.s 50th :~nni"'Ol"sal'Y. 
( Rislwn·lc·ZiOll.) 

, , ,,'-
:,_: ,

, \-- ,- .,' 

, . 

, '-, 
, . ; 

• 0. 

50th ANNIVERSARY, JEWISH SETTLEMENT IN WESTERN CANADA Page 17 

Edmonton 
The Capital City With Capital Opportunities 

0" EDf>10", 

C><"'-<-""'''''=<=''7' ... ~01> 
Progressive Strategic 

Wholesale, Industrial, Railway and Distributing Centre 
with two Transcontinental Railways. 

National Railway Shops for Western Canada. 
Seat of Pl'ovincial University. 
Finest Agricultural, Livestoclt and Dairy District. 
Important Packing Plants. 
Mixed Farming Opportunities Unrivalled. 
population, 79,059. 

Edmonton has la.rgest Butter output in Canada. 
Large Stockyards; turnover, 
Unlimited supply 01 Coal. 
Natural Gas. 
Shipping point for great northern fur trade. 
Excellent Golf Links. 
City-owned and operated Ilublic Utilities. Net surplus 

1931, $514,'197,39, 

Alberta's International Wheat Championship Record 

Alberta continues to hold the premier position in Wheat rais
ing, Mr. H. '1'relle 01 Wembley, Alberta, having won the Inter
national Wheat Championship at Chicago lor both 1930 and 1931. 
Mr. Trolle also secured the world's championship for Wheat and 
Oats in 1926, and again for Oats and reserve championship for 
\Vheat in 1927 and 1928. In 1929 the world's championship faT 
vV1heat was won by Mr. J. I-I. B. Smith of Edson, Alberta. 

D. K. KNOTT, Mayor. 
D. MITCHELL, Commissioner. 

From Father to Son--
For over 100 years the house of 
Aq~'.ahams has been identified 
exclusively with the Hat Manu
facturing business. 

Starting in Luton, England over 
a Century ago the present de-s
cendant of this famous Hat 
family, Mr. S. J. Abrahams, is 
now the controlling head of the 
Sunbeam Hat Shops, Mfgs, of 
Ladies' ultra-Smart Millinery. A 
small but thriving Regina Indus
try. Merchants are. cordially in
vited to call in and visit our 
plant and store or to wTite for 
particulars or our wholesale ser
vice. Ladies desiring a particu
lar model of hat can be sure 
of obtaining it at the Sunbeam 
Hatters whetheT it be straw, felt 
or any otheT material. ' 

Just Name It and We'll Make It. ... 
SUNBEAM HAT SHOP 

12TH AVENUE 

REGINA 
SASK. 
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sisted on the right of becoming farmers in their country of origin 
or wherever the opportunity might offer. As an opportunity did 
offer itself-so glaringly-in Canada-here they came. 

The Toronto Jewish Relief Committee did not wait for any 
advice from the West. Long before the telegram forwarded by 
the Jews of Winnipeg reached them, they had already shipped a 
train load of Jews on to Winnipeg, and merely advised Winnipeg 
of this in the following communication: 

Toronto, May 25th, 1882. 

"Two hundred and forty-seven tinsmiths, coppersmiths, bricklayers, carpen
ters, agriculturists and others passed through here early this morning. Will leave 
Sarnia tomorrow night by Steamer Ontario. Sir Alexander Galt, member of the 
London Mansion House Committee, at present in Montreal. We have no doubt 
that Government authorities will receive official advice and instruction in refer
ence. M. & L. Samuels, Benjamin & Company." 

We quote again from the ever alert Free Press: 

"As may be supposed, the above information has produced no small stir in 
the little community here. With a very commendable enterprise they at once 
held a meeting, on receipt of the telegram, and with very great liberality, sub
scribed among themselves the large sum of $360.00, for the purpose of assisting 
their coming co-religionists. They also took steps to try to interest a number of 
influential citizens on their behalf. Several of the aldermen were spoken to, and 
they agreed to bring the matter before the City Council at its next meeting. l'lS 
our new country requires all the able-bodied workingmen it can get, no doubt 
very little effort will be necessary to provide all these men with work of some 
kind. Only this case differs from the ordinary ones in that immediate steps will 
need to be taken by citizens to direct these people and assist them, seeing that 
they will be unable to scatter about our streets and make inquiries for them
selves. Rev. Mr. Silcox has ,intimated his intention to call the attention of his 
congregation tomorrow to this important subject, and it may be that other clergy
men will think it well also to make reference to the matter.'l 

The "commendable enterpl'ise" shown by the local Jews could 
not fail to impress theil' fellow-citizens, Supported by the press, 
the Jewish committe~ succeeded in enlisting the assistance of many 
prominent personalities. Their plans are thus outlined: 

"In connection with the question of providing for the wants of the large num
ber of Jewish refugees from Russia, who are expected to arrive here in a day 
or two in a destitute condition, the excellent suggestion has been made that a 
general relief committee be formed with the object of receiving contributions for 
the relief of destitute immigrants, without any reference to religion, nationality, or 
other sectional distinction. The members of the Jewish Community here say they 
would be willing to hand over to such a general committee the funds which they 
have already contributed, amounting to several hundred dollars, for the relief of 
their brethren whom they are expecting. At the same time they are sparing no 
efforts to do the work themselves, as far as they are able, for their own people. 
On Saturday a deputation called upon the Bishop of Rupert's Land and laid the 
case before him. His Lordship expressed a deep interest in the movement and 
gave them letters to Messrs. Fortin and Pentreath, Ven. Archdeacon Jinkham, 
and His Worship the Mayor, He also made the liberal offer of $100 toward the 
establishment of a relief fund, on the event of a citizens' committee being formed 
to take charge of its administration. 

"The Mayor, on being interviewed, stated that there were several cases of 
distress at the sheds requiring relief, and favored the idea of establishing a 
central relief board." 

His Lordship, the Bishop of Rupert's Land, was more than sym
pathetic-he wanted immediate action. He opened a SUbscription 
list for a fund to help the new arrivals. As stated above, he him
self headed the list with a personal offer of $100.00 and wrote to 
the City Council "to do something about it". His letter was read at 
the council meeting of May 29th. The City Fathers of 1882, how
ever, were just as "wide-awake" as their successors of 1932. Though 
the city had been incorporated but a few years earlier, the alder
men had already become pastmasters in the art of "passing the 
buck:'. When His Lordship's letter came up for consideration, 
Alderman Bathgate thought that "the matter should be referred 
to the Dominion Government, as the city had to look after Canadian 
immigrants who could not go to the Government sheds. He sug
gested that the mayor call upon the people to take up subscriptions. 
Alderman Moore complained that it was a hardship that such a 
number of destitute people should be sent to this new country, 
where provisions were so high, without having proper assistance 
from the Dominion Government. He was in favor of sending a 
memorial to the Government in reference to the matter. These 
people were utterly destitute, not having the means of getting even 
a single meal, and he thought the Government should do something 
for them, as it had paid out a good deal of money for other immi
grants who had means. . .. Unless this were done, the people 
should remain in Ontario, where there was a great scarcity of 
laborers in the farming sections." However, not all the aldermen 
were so adroitly politic. There were also those whose warm hearts, 
were not wholly befuddled by cold reason. These were touched by 
the sad experiences of the innocent victims of a cruel despotism, 
and anxious to make them realize, just as soon as they had entered 
the gates of the Great West, that here they were to find not only 
freedom, but a civilized community, animated by a higher apprecia
tion of social relationship. . 
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