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100th ANNIVERSARY, JEWISH Ell'lANCIPATION IN CANADA 

city. With 1903 the Jewish Community 
opens up that decade of astonishingly 
rapid, wonderful progress, which those 
who have witnessed it could not re
frain from regarding with a sort of 
reverent.ial awe. 

gratification of their own selfish ends, 
poisoned the atmosphere with unsavory 
language, denounced and maligned the 
so-called opponents; and abused the 
confidence of their followers. 

CHAPTER XI. 

THE THIRD IMMIGRATION 

STREAM: 1905-1907 

The first Jewish rnem,ber of a 
Canadian. Legislative Assernbry. 

Startling as it may appear, the ill
fated, broken-hearted, bewildered, Jew
ish immigrant did not require even a 
period of convalescence, to gather up 
his strength. Uprooted, with the nerve 
still quivering wUh the pains of ex
traction; transplanted into a new soil; 
inhaling a neW atmosphere-his innate 
acclimatizing power is so manrellous 
that before one single season is over, 
our man is ,,,alking erect, self-confi
dent, vigorous, energetic, ready and 
eager to place his shoulder under the 
wheel of progress and prosperity of the 
city and quicken its pace. 

The third influx was the largest 
numerically, and the most pregnant 
with future possibilities. Young and 
old Russian Jews, taking part in the 
Russian movement~ who had risked 
their lives to obtain freedom for an 
unappreciaUve people; men who stood 
in the front ranks of the radical circles 

The summer of 1903 witnesses a fev
erish activity in the social life of the 
Jewish community. The first call is 
sounded by the unpretentious, incon
spicuous small Roumanian commun
ity, which, in the fall of the year, or
ganized the Dr. Gaster Society. The 
idea of founding this timely Associa
tion genninated in the mind of the 
late B. Abramovitch, a Roumanian Jew 
of the most advanced type. His pleas
ing and impressive personality won for 
him the respect and friendship of every 
nne he came in contact with, and hav
ing been an active communal worker 
in hi.s native town-Ploesti-for a num
ber of years President of the Kehilla 
and President of the B'nai B'rith Lodge 
there: he readily saw the necessity of 
an organization, ostensibly for mutual 
help, but principally for the promotion 
of sociability and so forth. The Dr. 
Gaster Society was organized on July 
12, 1903, with the following officers: 
J. J. Goodrnan, honorary pres~dent; B. 
Abramovich, president; A. Singerman, 
vice-president; H. Israelovitch, trea
surer; wI. Elizer. secretary; 1. :Mos
covitch, 1. T\'Iidan.ick, P. Segal, N. Ros
enblat, H. E. ,\Vilder, trustees. Owing 
to his rapidly failing health, however, 
1\'11'. Abramovitch had to relinquish his 
post, and was succeeded by :Mr. M. 
Baid, a man who soon became the un
contested leader of the society. 

of Russia-came to the new land to 
escape the persecution that followed 
the suppression of the abortive revolu
tion of 1905. When these arrived in 
'Winnipeg, the local Jewish community 
found it necessary not only to satisfy 
the physical wants of the povel'ty
stricken refugees, but it also became an 
immediate necessity to provide for the 
intellectual life of the newly arrived, 
since the craving for education and in
tellectual advancement was inherent in 
their nature. A free night school was 
immediately established in Edwards 
Hall for the teaching of English to the 
refugees. Hundreds availed themselves 
of the opportunity, and it was indeed 
an inspiring sight to see grey bearded 
men mingling together with youths in 
half a dozen class rooms, each class 
rOom crowded to its capacity with 40 
or 50 students, each of them learning 
the ABC's of the English language, 
and familiarizing themse1ves with the 
new life and learning to love thcir new 
country and to admire its freedom and 
its institutions. 

The school. -which was under the 
principalship of 1\,1. J. Finkelstein, oper
ated successfully during that winter, 
and many Jews, ",rho have since 
achieved prominence, have reason to 
thank this night school for the begin
ning of their success in the new land. 

'Whether it was by mere coincidence 
or the result of a preconceived plan, we 
do not know; it so happened! however, 
that the meetings of societies as Dr. 
Gaster Society were taken advantage 

.Along with the cultivation of Cana
dian national sentiment, another move
ment was revived in the city, that of 
arousi.ng and keeping alive the Nat
ional Jewish consciousness. Largely 
through the instrumentality of the very 
ardent, energetic young Zionist, :Ml'. A. 
Osofsky, the B'nai Zion Society was 
founded, in 1904, which for years to 
come was to be the leading Zionist 
society, always in the forefront, when
ever an opportunity was offered to 
propagate the noble ideal and to gain 
adherents to it, or whenever there was 
a question of promoting Jewish wel-

of ftJl' political propaganda, not neces
sarily against the wishes of the mem
hers, much rather to theil' gratification. 
as can be easily understood. For years 
the Jews fought for the realization of 
the ideal of political franchise: for 
years they had been yearning for the 
chance to take a hand in the political 
problems of the country-only to be 
most brutally denied the prh~ilege. 
Here, at last, was the realization of 
that much of their dream: political 
equality. ]\Iore than this. ThIen of high 
political standing and social promin
ence. were actually coming to them, to 
their own, narrow! dingy, little meeting 
place (such meetings were held in a 
shed, since demolished. 011 the site of 
the Bell Hotel). and soliciting their 
support. \Vhat a re\·elation this was to 
them~ Bow their blood quickened in 
their veins and how proud they felt! 
How big in their own estimation they 
suddenly became: how earnest and sin
cere was their unuttered, yet solemn 
pledge, that they were going not only 
to prize this franchise, but gi\Te the 
best that there ... vas in them to the 
cmmtr\' which welcomed and recog
nized U'lem as real. equal, matured men. 
For the' dispassionate observer, there 
was olle thing that clouded the bright 
at.mosphere: the unscrupulousness of 
the men enu'usted ",im the rWilling of 
the political machine. 1.1en th~re were. 
and Jews at that, who for the mere 

I 

fare. 

Almost simultaneously, the older set
tlers and more wealthy members of the 
Shaarey Zedek congregation formed the 
Hebrew Benevolent Association, whose 
financial strength \\~as put to a severe 
test in 1904, when the incoming tide 
of immigration found for once the city 
quite unable to absorb it without some 
extraordinary exertion. The year 1904 
is chronicled as one of those ever-re
curring economical readjustment per
iods, coinciding here more often than. 
not with presidential changes in the 
United States, and generally affecting 
Canada by way of "responsiveness". 

Winnipeg being, therefore, also af
fected. the thousands of Je\vish inuni
grant~ that poured in were inevitably 
confronted with the ,"ital problem of 
unemployment and lack of habitation. 
As a temporary relief, some members 
of the then ne,vly-built, and as yet, 
not "Tholly finished "Beth Jacob Syna-

I 

rogethcr with all the Jews of Western Canada 
1 take this opportunity to congratulate 
Canadian Jewry on this double anniversary 
and am glad that 1 had the opportunity 
to contribute my part to the development of 

Western Oanada.. 

L. MELTZER, P,·eside"t, 
Western Paper Box Co., Ltd. 

Mr. L. Meltzer arrived in Winnipeg in 1901 as a young man. 

Commencing business in a very small way, ~rst in the r~tail 
business on Main Street, Winnipeg, afterw~rds mov1ng t.? LethbrIdge, 
Alberta and from there returning to Mamtoba where, m the Town 
of Sno\~flake, he engaged in the general store business, besides operating 

a farm. 
As the result of these ventures! he was able, by the exercise of 

those well-known and tested business principles, hard work and in
telligent service to the public, to build up a reputation for business 
acumen, square dealing and progressive business practice. 

From humble beginnings! by the conservation of his resources, Mr. 
lVIeltzel' was able! in 1921, to launch the business now known as The 
Western Paper Box Co., Ltd., building it up from a very modest start 
until it is now a busy plant of throbbing machinery, employing on an 
average, all the year round, about fifty employees, providing a livelihood 
for them and their dependents. 

The \Vestern Paper Box Company, Ltd., supplies many of our 
largest Winnipeg and ~Nestern firms with plain and fancy paper boxes 
of all kinds. Cake boxes, candy boxes, suit and dress boxes, in fact 
everything in the nature of a paperboard container can be manufact.ured 
in this ,\\Tinnipeg plant and supplied on short notice. All the materials 
entering into these products are made in Canada, with some fancy 
papers and chocolate box tops being imported from England. 

In addition to his interest in the Western Paper Box Co., Ltd., 
Mr. Meltzer is sale owner of the Zenith Printing Company, a company 
fully equipped in plant, personnel and experience to turn out printing 
of every description and of the highest quality, specializing in adver-

tising novelties. 

The Public Markets 
LllVlITED 

UNION STOCK YARDS 

ST. BONIFACE, HAN. 
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i M. Waisman I 
'~I 

people in Western Canada have 
had as Val'jed and intensely active a I 

I career as Mr, Waisman. Coming to ! 
j Winnipeg in 1904, he began his work here as ! 
I a printer, and later, in 1910, he started the ! 
! publication of the first Jewish newspaper in i 
i the West: "The Winnipeg Courier", which he j 
! sold a few months later to the publishers of ! 
1 "Th e Israelite", . 
! I I Finding that pl'inting gave him too little I 
! scope for his energy, he engaged in the i 
! Insurance business, becoming the fil'st Jewish i 
! Insurance Agent in the city, and building up i 
! in a short time the largest Jewish Life ! 

gogue," the first and largest synagogue 
of the North End, conceived the praise
worthy idea of housing the homeless 
immigrants in the basement of the 
synagogue, much to the gratification of 
the weary wanderers. 

But shelter was not all that the new 
irrunigrants required, and so the He
brew Benevolent joined forces with 
the Dr. Gaster Society, arranged a huge 
free kitchen in the Talmud Torah , 
where a most impressive Passover 
I'Seder" was celebrated. Some of the 
~rominent members of the community! 
1n order to remove the air of strange
ness, friendlessness and lonesomeness , 
and to give the "Sedar" its character of 
traditional hospitableness and cheerful
ness, most appropriately arranged to 
participate in the "Feast" and went 
through the ceremonial in its minutest 
detail, only with more warmth and 
real, not feigned, emotion--e1notion 
caused by the sight before them, and 
particularly by the vivid consciousness 
of the circumstances that lead to it· 

, ' 
Clrc.umstances so iaithfuily reproduced 
in the dramatic episodes, the reading 
of which was the substance of the 
ceremonial: Yezias Mizraim, "The 
exodus from Egypt". 

Yes, indeed, history repeats itself; for 
here they were, the direct descendants 
of the people who, three thousand 

in civic affairs. He knew the city, hav
ing grown with it, and knew the 
people, having mingled with them. A 
good mixer, a fluent, witty platform 
speaker, he won Just as easily the 
Gentile vote, was declared elected with 
a good majority; and thereby the first 
Jewish alderman in the west took and 
kept the office with credit to himself 
and his electors. However, this was 
not the first time Jews of Winnipeg 
thought of electing one of themselves 
for civic honors. 

"It was during the early '90s," says 
Mr. Finkelstein," when, I well remem
ber, the first public meeting was called 
for the purpose of bringing forth a Jew
ish representative, who would he a can
didate as alderman in the City of Win
nipeg. Mr. Louis Wertheim was chosen 
and contested the 5th ward in that 
election. While the Jews worked with 
all their power to elect our candidate! 
our numbers in those days were so 
small that Mr. Wertheim only secured 
a very small vote. And as we lost in 
that fight, the hopes of our people 
weakened! and they did not offer I a:> 
they thf)ught, another lamb on the altar 
for a long time, realizing that our 
forces would have to increase a great 
deal to combat the prejudice that was 
then existing, and still exists, in our 
city towards the Jews." 

The period between 1905 and 1908 

. ',\ ' ! Insurance clienteUe in Western Canada, Be- j 
I fore long Mr. Waisman became the leading i 

CHIEF RABBI KAHANOVITCH AND THE "KASHRUTH" 
OFFICIALS, IN 1907 
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1 producing agent in the world of the Manu- i 
! facturers Life Insurance Co,-with a record II 
1 of 18 years, out of 20, as president and vice-
i president of the 200 and 100,000 club. At 
! the same time he threw himself into public 
i life, taking an active interest in almost every 
i Jewish communal enterprize, A good organ-
'!.I izer, he has to his credit the founding of a 

large number of benevolent, fraternal and 
! mutual aid societies. He is a past president 
! of the Hebrew Sick Benefit Society; of the 
11 Manitoba, Bassarabian and Western Free 

Loan Associations; Council Commander (and 
.\ . one of the founders) of the Hebrew Friends 

Lodge. He was a director of the Jewish 
! Orphanage of Wesetrn Canada; of the Mount I Carmel Clinic; the B'nai 'Brith Lodge, and 
! the Oddfellows; of Jewish National Workers' 
i Alliance; of the Canadian Club. 

! In 1927 he organized and became the Man-I 1 
1_ aging Director of the North West Mortgage I 
1 and Finance Co. Ltd" and of the Peoples I 
~ Finance Corporation Ltd., though he con- j 
1 tinues his successful work in the General 1 1 Insurance· Business.- \ 
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years ago, passed through the very 
same scales of emotion, caused by pre
cisely the same set of events, only 
enacted on different soil and intensified 
now! perhaps, by the realization that! 
unlike the "original exodus", they 
could not say for certain that they had 
been led into the promised land. 

But if they did not reach the prom
ised land, neither were they given a 
chance to imagine or feel that they 
were wandering in the desert. For 
"manna" they did not have to wait. 
Actual, wholesome, palatable food to 
their hearts' desire was being supplied 
to them, not only during the Passover 
week, but until they had been enabled 
to secure it for themselves, which in 
spite of the hard times, young Winni
peg was able soon to supply with the 
opening of the spring's activity. 

The increased Jewish population and 
their now awakened self-consciousness, 
as to the roll they would be called up
on to play in the puhlic life of the 
city and country, gave them a chance 
to think of the possibility of having as 
a representative, in the City Council, 
one of "their own". They did not have 
to search long for a suitable candidate. 
Moses Finkelstein was almost groomed 
for the' position and entitled to the 
honor. He was the youngest of the old 
timers, having arrived here with the 
first party of 1882, and one of the first 
Jews of the group to interest himself 

, 

was one of the most crucial in the life 
of the Jewish community. For local, 
civic matters, the community was, to 
all intents and purposes, united. In all 
other respects its various constituent 
parts sought, each, an independent 
avenue of expression. 

Only recently arrived and too much 
imbibed with the spirit of the various 
"schools" of thought to which they had 
belonged in the Old Country, the new 
element eagerly seized the opportunity 
here afforded fOl' free expression, and 
the result was an almost dazzling pre
cipitation of societies, leagues, unions, 
free libraries; Socialistic, Anarchistic, 
Zionistic clubs; Moderate, Reform, 
Orthodox, Conservative synagogues; 
Literary and Dramatic1 Religious and 
Agnostic study circles; workingmen's 
"Arbeiter rings" and bourgeois I<Mutual 
benefit" societies. There were balls and 
musical conce~ts and theatricals. A 
multitude of talents, good, bad and in
different; a competition for self-sacri
fice! self-assertiveness, self-aggrandize
ment and self-advertisement-and the 
hand was open and the heart big. 
Money was flowing, contributions were 
pouring in without a murmur, without 
a protest. We have personally wit
nessed mass meetings like the one in 
1904, for the relief of Russian Jewish 

,sufferers, and in 1907 for the Rouman
ian ones, where in one evening, and 
fTom a few hundred people, the major-


