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, AT THE LAYING OF THE CORNER STONE OF THE WINNIPEG HEBREW FREE SCHOOL 

The Jewish community was now 
asked to support two Orphans! Homes. 
The HEsther Robinson Home," with Mr, 
Robinson's money ready at its disposal, 
was able io open its doors before the 
"Canadian Jewish Orphans' Home" 
came into being. The first bought anf!. 
furnished a frame building, rath~I' com
fortable but insufficient; the second 
maintained a small "temporary" home, 
purchased a large piece of ground, on 
the bank of the river, secured sub
scriptions for the purpose of building 
a modern structure as soon as the 
funds would be available, and with the 
further ambitious object of building, on 
the same ground, an "Old Folks' 
Home" and a "Jewish Hospital." 

Simultaneous with the movement to 
build the Talmud Torah, another move
ment was on root, to consolidate the 
existing small charitable societies, and 
to form a United Hebrew Charities As
sociation, along the lines of progressive 
thought, behind which movement stood 
the B'nai B'rith Lodge, with A. H. 
Aronovitch at the head. But in spite 
of a good deal of earnest propaganda, 
owing, no doubt, to the fact that the 
North End was not yet ripe to appreci
ate an institution wholly modern in its 
conception, the United Hebrew Charity 
idea had to be abandoned. The sep.d, 
however, once sown, was bound to bear 
some fruit, and if not altogether re
sembling the given pattern, the present 
United Hebrew Charities is a natura! 
outcome of that movement. 

The head of the Unite it Hebre", 
Charities at this time was Mr. A. Skale
tar, a man who for some time seems 
to have nursed the ambition of cap
turing civic hono:rs-and who offered 
himself as candidate for alderman of 
Ward 5, in the election of 1912. Ener
getic campaigning, an evident desire to 
serve and apparent qualifications-did 
win for him the office, which he held 
for several terms. 

Long before Skaletar announced his 
intention, another active young man, 
Ch. Saltzman, tried his luck and car
ried on a strenuous campaign for a seat 
on the school board, in the fall of 1911, 
as the candidate of the Social Demo
crats, but he failed to make the grade. 

If, in 1912, the Jewish community de
cided to have their own alderman, in 
the civic election of 1913 they deter
mined to have a representative in the 
school board, and, although opposing a 
man who has been a school trustee for 
ten consecutive years, Mr. M. Abra
hamson, at the time publisher of the 
"Israelite", W8S easily elected as the 
first Jewish school trustee in Canada. 
Mr, Abrahamson was fully qualified for 
the position, he having been one of the 
few "maskilim" (intellectuals) in the 
ear Her days of our history. The an-

nouncement of his election was soon 
foIIowed by the public announcement 
that his son, Simon Abrahamson, al
ready well known as the most success
ful debater of the Manitoba colleges, 
and winner of numerous smaller dis
tinctions, had been awarded on Janu
ary 14th the Rhodes Scholarship, the 
highest. distinction within the gift of 
Manitoba University. 

CHAPTER XIII. 
THE ADVENT OF "YIDDISHISM" 

Growth of radicaL influence. 

Founding of the 1. L. Peretz School 
and the Liberty Temple. Estab

lishment of "Landmunshaften:J 

The Nationalist uHebraists" Jews of 
the "Bourgeois" class, having built 
their Talmud Torah and the Orthodox, 
their Synagogues-the Socialist "Yid
ishists" decided that they, too, must 
have a medium of their own for seIf
expression and propaganda, and so in 
1913-14 there was a pronounced move
ment for the establishment of a Radical 
Jewish School, resulting eventually in 
the opening of the I. L. Peretz School, 
which was destined to become a very 
influential factor in the community, 
under the leadership of a grottP of 
young intellectuals like J. A, Cher
niack, Dr. B. J. Gihsburg, J. Hestrin, 
Dr. B. Victor, Dr. 1. Perlman, and en
thusiastic devotees like Mrs. J. A. 
Cherniack, B. Sheps, W. Keller, Pasi
kow, S. M. Selchen and Mrs. Keller 
N athonsan, etc. At about the same 
time another group, the more extreme 
radicals, organized the Liberty Temple, 
and installed themselves in their 
building at the corner of Salter and 
Pritchard, where they also eventually 
conducted another Jewish school under 
the auspices of the Workmen's Circle. 

The first executive of the Liberty 
Temple consisted of: L. Orlikow, 
president; F. Simkin, vice-president; 
S. Prasow, treasurer; M. Posen, finan
cial secretary; M. Alcin, manager; L. 
Geller, assistant manager; and the fol
lowing trustees: D. Goldin, M. Cirul
nikoff, F. Penner, D. Faider, M. A. 
Grey, F. Donner, S. Elkin; H Berk
man, treasurer entertainment commit
tee and W. Gorsey, legal advisor. 

The first executive of the Workman's 
Circle School consisted of: A. Golu
boff, Goldsmith, F. Simkin, D. Matlin, 
L. Gutkin, G. Dorfman, Marchashov, 
Silverstein, Cork, Yaffe, Goldstein, 
Bergart, M. Goldin, Mrs. R. A1cin, M. 
Alcin, Mrs, Goluboff and Mrs. Glow, 

ize new ones. There was, all along, a 
feverish restlessness, a will to do things, 
a desire for altruism as well as seIf
help and self-expression. The natural 
tendency for people from the same 
country or the same city is to keep 
close to each other, when first con
fronted with a strange environment 01' 

a new situation, and so many feel the 
urge to band themselves together in 
"Landmanshaftenll under the name of 
their respective countries or ('.i~ies of 
ol'lgm. The "Roumanian", the "Pav· 
lotcher", the "Proposikcr" J etc.-much 
as the other elements of the population 
have their Scottish, Irish or Gaelic 
Societies. The longing to continue lhe 
thread or existence, broken by the im
measurable dis lance that separates 
them from their place of origin, the 
subconscious fear that something may 
happen to each of them if they should 
break away suddenly and forever, im
pell them to provide for themselves a 
sort of resilient cushion that should 
soften the pain-were one to fall .... 

ing their various activities, and absorb~ 
ing themselves in the multitudinous 
tasks of Canadian citizenship which 
they prized so highly, if that great 
catastrophy-the ghastly Great World 
War had not descended with a mad 
fury upon a gasping humanity. 

At the same time the hope, nay, thc 
certainty that they were here to stay, 
that this country, Canada, was to re
main their own and their children's 
home, induced them to take a keen, 
more direct, more intelligent interest in 
the civic and political affairs, and if, 
heretofore, their interest in "politics" 
was spasmodic and superficial, from 
now it became constant and intense at 

, ' 
bmes even too much for their own 
good or for the benefit of the country. 

Thus, when the Provincial elections 
of 1914 loomed up again, there were 
more than one candidate aspiring for 
the honor of representing the Jewish 
electorate. As early as February 6th 
Alderman Skaletar had already an~ 
nounced his intention or "offering" 
himself for nomination. A week later 
Mr. M. J. Finkelstein's name was 
placed before the public as a Liberal 
candidate. 

Soon after, Chaim Saltzman appeared 
as the nominee of the Social-Demo_ 
crats; and as the nomination day ap
proached Mr. Marcus Hyman appealed 
to the electors as an Independent. Of 
all of them, Mr. Finkelstein seemed to 
be the most popular with the Jewish 
~asses;. but they were to be bitterly 
dlSappomted. Unexpectedly Mr F' k It' ) .m
e s em was. stricken with a severe ill-
ness and hIS name Was withd 
I rawn, too 
~te to have another Jew nominated in 

hiS stead. The other Jewish c d'd t . an 1 a es 
nommated failed to be ret d 
tl t d 't urne , so 

1a espi e an abundance of d' 
d th can 1-
ates- e seat left vacant b S H 

G' h f y , art 
1 een, Wore used to rUll . 

CHAPTER XIV, 

THE WORLD WAR AND AFTER 

War work, wm' reHef Zionist 

h.opes. 1m,migra.tion. Intensive (Old 

Extensive communaL efforts. 

A historical review of the Western 
Jewish Community since the war is al
most impossible within the framework 
of this volume. The. writer has bef'n 
too much a part of the picture to be 
able to detach himself sufficiently to 
look at it from the proper perspective; 
and the activities undertaken during 
the period have been on so vast a scale 
that it were an ungrateful task to al
tempt to condense a survey of them in 
so narrow a space. All we could at
tempt here is to present but the barest 
outline as objectively as is humanly 
possible, viewing the whole moving 
drama from within as it were, and 
from a plane alm~st level wilh the 
stage upon which it was enacted. True, 
some o£ the scenes have already re~ 
ceded in the background, and one may 
view t.hem with a measure o£ dispas
sionate detachment-and how surpass 
ingly strange-how bright 01' shudder-
ingly gloomy they seem! One wonders 
if they rea11y happened; one hardly be
lieves that one has witnessed! nay, 
lived them through. How much phy
sical energy, how much mental stram, 
how much nervous emotion, one had 
to spend-to go through it all! 

And yet we-those of us who were 
sheltered by a fortune perhaps better 
than we deserved we survived the stu
pendous wreck' the havoC brought 
about by human frailty and inhuman 
greed-and we are here to tell the talc, 

Fortunately it is a tale we need not , . we 
be ashamed to disclose. Whatever 
-Gentiles and Jews alike-in this cor
ner of the world did it was not be~ 

" dnor cause of lust for power nor gree , 
self-aggrandisement. The men and the 
money, the blood and the bread we 
gave-was to save and succor another 
portion of humanity--hell-bent, 

In the meantime, the masses, uncon
cerned with dogmas, had their nwner
out clubs, fraternal, mutual and loan 
societies, etc.-and continued to organ-

t. agam, Was 
n190270ccuhPled by another Jew until 

, w en Capt. W. B T b' 
elected. . 0 las was 

T.he Jews would have continued in 

And this is also certain: never 
th,'oughout the darkest days did we 
permit our faith or hope or courage to 
diminish' never did we lose our heads, , uch 
because of too much grief or too In 

d · ou f 
greed. We were so engrosse lTI d 

(* ) 
1)1\ vp. 

'l'he first ::ttcTJJ:I towards the establishment of a "radical" Yicldisll Scl,W,ol 
I 

. n ",,'l"r 1!)11 ('l'hp. "Tf'.l'flp.lijn" np.l1. 7 nnrl 21. lnl . 

appears lu theIr work of broadening th f d 
t ' I th ' e oun a-wns 0 eu' community f' , 

,0 lntenslfy_ 

will-to-serve so intent upon the nce 
of others, and so confident in the inher

d-an ent good-sense of the human race 
. . t II sob-m Its power to emerge even ua Y hp.p,n In ;:p.n 1n [1' ,,1 ,,' .' . , 
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er~:4'::~tip' and chastened; that we would 
noU.:1et ourselves become the victims 
. "'~\' " . 
of>i:.lespair. Instead, we worked. We 
w~rked with a mind to the present and 
an:'\ ~y~: to the future. 

· . /. 'i - . , - "' . 
. :. Alri16st immediately as it became 
apiaiel:tt that the war would prolong, 

" ,. "", 
ap.4J0!~~. as soon as we became awarp 
of thersuffering of our Jewish brethren 
'ill :\:th~~: .war zone-we organized our

, s'~l~~~·~io come to their aid. Long be-
fgre·~,r:ta-ther larger communities had 
, . ';~,f" , . 
thought of it, Winnipeg had its War-

, . "~ " R<ilief(fund. As the guide and mouth-
pi~c~y'pf the Western Jewish commun
j.tX:/'31~~,1he Israelite" took the initiative 
"as ,:.early as October, 1914, and called 
up'onJJhe Jews of Winnipeg to help and 
{o, be ~ ready to render further help. At 
,a: . .'~sis meeting, presided over by the 
editor: 'of the "Israelite" (October 25, 
1914j\:over $500,00 wel'e collected and 
2()O.·.::~en and women pledged them
selves'" to contribute monthly to such 

· ,.<..~. 
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of the "Israelite Press," which opened 
its columns wide and kept a steady ap
peal. The appeal through the "Israe
lite Press" brought response from 
every city and town, every village 
where a Jew resided in Western Can
ada. Thousands of dollars were re
ceived weekly by this newspaper, tes
tifying at once to the generosity of its 
readers alld to the confidence these had 
in the integrity of its management. 
The money was handed over weekly 
to the committee, which in turn re
mitted it through the most reliable 
channels to the most needy. The 
largest share of these contributions 
went, of course, through the Joint Dis
tribution Committee of New York; 
that Gigantic Beacon 01 Light, erected 
by American Jewry to guide the weary 
footsteps of stricken European Jewry, 
along the path of hope and to save 
them from complete collapse. A beacon 
of hope generated by the power of 

operation with the Western communi
ties, received, provided for and guided 
the steps of hundreds and thousands of 
newcomers, who have since found their 
place among the productive elements of 
the population and become self-sup
porting, dignified and useful citizens. 

If over one corner of the world-in 
Eastern Europe, where the Jews were 
most thickly settled-dark clouds ever 
rolled threateningly, there was at least 
one little bit of holy ground from 
where suddenly a ray of dazzling 
brightness shone forth, which, .for a 
while at least, gladdened the sorely 
tried heart of the Jew, reanimated him 
and stirred him to the depths never be
fore reached. That was when Great 
Britain, in a moment of generous im
pulse, clear-sighted statesmanship) 
vivid appreciation of historical justice 
and far-reaching stewardship-issued 
on November 2, 1917, that now famous 

momentous concern to the Jews of the 
world and to Zionists in particular. 

Zionism had been a live movement in 
Winnipeg at all times; more lively than 
ever upon the advent of Solomon 
Frankel in 1912; and since, largely 
through his efforts the organization of a 
number of Zionist Societies, enthusias
tically devoted to the cause. It was 
here, for the first time in Canada, that 
a company ror land purchase in Pales
tine, on the "Achooza" plan, had been 
formed. It was here that a clear Zionist 
programme, with the Hebrew language 
at its centre, was adopted by the He
brew School. It was from here that 
emissaries had been sent to Palestine to 
select and purchase a piece of ground, 
long before the Balfour Declaration. 
The youth was well organized. The 
Maccabeans and the Tzeire Zion) con
sisting of young men and women, were 
passionately devoted to Zion; a Zionist 

THE 1916 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE WESTERN JEWISH FUND FOR THE RELIEF OF WAR SUFFERERS 
· ! 

a 'fund. R. S. Robinson) S. Hart Green, 
A-.;"; 'Osovsky, E. Cherniak, L. Vicker, 
S>Shreiber, J. Sternberg, B. Wilence, 
·S:,.''Budnitsky, H. GoldinJ Mrs. Portigal, 
· M'rs; Shapiro, and the Misses Calof, 
were elected as an executive. Later, 
in"1915, when the need for larger funds 
-became more and more urgent, the 
Jews formed a stronger body, repre'
sentative of all classes and sections and 
,dev'oted themselves to the task with a 
.zeal'~and determination unsuspected in 
a:~i;':;~ommunity so diversified and so 
'y~b£ig. For four years, this committee 
w?f~:ed, for the most part under the 
le~?~Fship of Marcus Hyman, assisted 
bY:·M; A. Gray, Max Mains, W. Gorsey, 
CJt:/Saltzman and a host of others -

.' ".,. 
carrring a tremendous burden, giving 
-of 'their time and energy unstintingly 
andi·~without any remuneration. $400)-· , 
000' ~ere collected with a minimum of 

'expense and forwarded during those 
" .. awful': years, for the relief of' Jewish 
war' "sufferers - through this agency 
alone;j' a substantial portion of this 
amo~t coming in through the medium 

/ 
) 

I 

$63,000,000 freely offered by the Jews 
of America to salvage human souls 
from the grip of blood-thirsty, war 
maddened "Goilem." 

And when the war smoke dispersed 
and thousands of Jewish orphan chil
dren were found wandering like so 
many lost, rrightened, wounded pup
pies in the slums of Eastern Europe
Winnipeg Jewry, along with others, 
sents its messengers of rescue, and ac
cepted its quota of fatherless and mo
therless, gathered in Ukrainia, under 
the tender care and loving kindness of 
that big-hearted Canadian woman, 
Lillian Freiman, of Ottawa. 

Later again, when the debris of war 
were cleared, the floating mines lifted, 
the paths for human intercourse re
stored, and the bars of Canada lowered 
to allow some, at least, of those who 
looked with longing and hope to these 
broad plains to come in-the Jews of 
Winnipeg revived their Immigrant 
Aid Society and, with a hospitality 
which knew no bounds and in co-

."'" ... 

"Balfow' Declaration" pledging its Maj
esty's Government's active support to 
the establishment of a National Home 
lor the Jewish people, in Palestine. 
When news of that declaration reached 
Winnipeg, the Jews here, as Jewry 
throughout the world, shouted with joy 
as they never. shouted before, and as 
with one voice uttered their heartfelt 
thanks to Great Britain for its wise and 
generous pledge, presaging the realiza
tion of a two-thoUBand-year-old hope, 
and they dedicated themselves to the 
task of bringing this about. 

This declaration did not come entire
ly as a surprise to the Jews of Winni
peg. It had been their unique privilege, 
six months earlier J to act as hosts to 
the 15th Convention of the Canadian 
Zionist Organization, and at this cor~
vention the then national president, Mr. 
Clarence 1. De Sola, in a masterful 
address, intimated, guardedly, that he 
had had the honor of an interview with 
Lord Balfour, and that he expected a 
startling announcement from him, of 

Council existed here under the leader
ship of M. J. Finkelstein, consisting of 
represent.atives of all sections of the 
community; N. Sokolow and Barondes 
Mosenson and Shmaraya Levin, had 
been here, and with their eloquence 
kept alive the hope for, and intensified 
the devotion of the Jews to Zion-and 
it was in the midst of all this that the 
Balfour Declaration came. Not this is 
the place to describe the manifestation 
of joy and solemn pledges of devotion 
which this Declaration called forth
suffice it to f!XJ.y that these manifesta
tions swept before them even the agon
izing clouds of despair which were 
overhanging the fate of Jewry in 
Europe. 

The Zionist sentiment was so high, the 
feeling of gratitude to Great Britain so 
genuine that when the news reached 
here of a Jewish Legion being organ
ized in London, at the call of Zhabotin
sky, the fiery Zionist leader'-and under 
the Aegis of Great Britain, the younger 
Zionists, "ahuost as one unit", volun-
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