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teered for service. In March, 1918, the 
extraordinary spectacle of Jews enjoin
ing their own sons to enlist for war 
service in Palestine-was enacted here. 
That picture of Jewish boys parading 
under the Jewish and British flags, joy
fully entraining to go to war-will 
never fade from the memory of those 
who witnessed it. A Jewish Legion 
meant a Jewish Red Cross-or at least 
something akin to it; and an association 
that would supply the funds immedi
ately needed to assist in the recruiting 
and local provisioning of the men. Both 
were organized. The Red Mogen David, 
under the leadership of such women as 
Mrs. Stockhammer) Mrs. Chertkow, 
Mrs. Lifshitz, etc., and the Jewish 
Legion Aid Society sponsored by E. A. 
Cohen, Mal'cus Hyman, Dr. Geo. Kal
iehman, H. E. Wilder, Ph. Ney, P. Bere
skin, as well as the legionah'es, A. 
Gorelick and B. Glazer. The Jewish 
Legion Society encouraged and as
sisted the formation of the Winnipeg 
unit of the Jewish Legion, which, 
though small in numbers, did effective 
work in Palestine and drew the praise 
of General Allenby when he visited 
Winnipeg in March, 1926. 

Of course, the Jews, as loyal and sen
sitive citizens, shared with all others 
in the responsibilities Canada assumed 
to "win the war". When the call for 
volunteers was issued, scores of our 
boys enlisted; when conscription came, 
hundreds were recruited; when the 
Victory Loan was launched, thousands 
responded. Some assisted in the pro
paganda. (*) Many contributed gene 
patriotic funds, and Jewish committees 
assisted in the collection of such funds. 
The women did their share. A Jewish 
Women's Tribute section was organized 
in 1917, with Mrs. H. E. Wilder as hon
orary president; Mrs. Max Goldstein, 
president; Mrs. E. R. Levinson, vice
president; Mrs. P. Stephany, treasurer; 
Miss Dora Robinson, secretary. 

In every sphere of activity, wherever 
they could be useful, whenever they 
were given an opportunity, the Jews 
endeavored to do "their bit". The 
manufacturers speeded up their pro
duction; the laborers increased their 
efIods. 

Parallel with these activities under
taken in response to the call for need 
outside, there was an equally intense 
effort for broadening the scope and 
efficiency of the work within the com
munity, by consolidating the smaller, 
and building new and larger educa
tional and welfare institutions, and by 
providing for every want and every 
need. 

CHAPTER XV, 
COMMUNAL BUILDINGS 

Building the new Jewish OTphans' 
Home. The Old Folks' Home, the 

Peretz School, etc. 

The greatest single effort in that 
direction was that made to provide an 
adequate home for the orphans. After 
the consolidation of the two rival insti
tutions (on Feb. 25, 1917), the first 
joint shelter was in a rented home at 
1280 main Street. But this was soon 
found to be neither sufficient nor at
tractive. The new superintendent, a 
young, energetic and courageous man, 
1. L. Greenberg, himself a product of an 
orphans' home (of Chicago), protested 
against the abuse of maintaining child
ren -in a home which exposed them to 
many dangers. Moreover, rumors about 
the war orphans began to filter through 
-and it was anticipated that Winnipeg 
would want to accept its quota. Where 
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would these be housed? Alter a good 
deal of spade work, Greenberg finally 
persuaded his directors to embark up
on a project of callosal (at the time) 
dimensions. He visualized for them a 
palatial structure, amid beautiful sur
roundings, with a modern eqUipment, to 
be erected at a cost of over $100,000-
exclusive of the grounds. 

The directors were at once terrified, 
apprehensive and spellbound by the 
magic picture projected before their 
astonished eyes by the persuasive elo-

E. R. Levinson, president; Chs. Tad
man and Mrs. R. Goldin, vice-presi
dents; D. Spivak, treasurer; A. Rabino
vich, chairman of finance; Mr. Lurie, 
chairman of propaganda; Rose Ripstein, 
chairlady of the housej A. Weidman, 
chairman of admission; Harry Stein
berg, chairman of education. 

What a tragic pity that only a few 
months after the opening of the new 
home, the president, E. R. Levinson, 
was stricken with a fatal illness and 
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quence and persistance of the stubborn 
superintendent. They yielded, and the 
youthful but zestful champion, backed 
by a devoted directorate, succeeded in 
a brief period of time to raise the 
munificent sum of $80,000; more than 
enough to begin building. A site was 
chosen, a most beautifully laid out, 
large estate, the home of old Sheriff 
Inkster, in a choice location on Mathe
son Avenue-and on August 10, 1919, 
the corner stone was laid in the pres
ence 01 the highest olfficials 01 the Pro
vince: the Lieutenant-Governor, Sir 
James Aikins; Mr. Thomas H. Johnson, 
the Attorney-General, and a host or 
thousands of people, both from the city 
and the country, who covered the mag
nificent grounds of several acres. On 
Feb. 29, 1920, the building was dedi
cated, and the people came and gazed 
with loving admiration at the .'::i:r'Ucturo:.; 
and the equipment, and, above all, with 
loving kinpness at the hundred child
ren which it was sheltering. But glad 
as the heart was to behold this monu
ment to the generous sympathy of the 
Jewish people, even greater was tne 
joy when it was announced that despite 
the huge cost, it was practically free of 
debt. It is with respect and admira
tion for work well done that the names 
of the directors, then in charge, are 
recorded here: 

died on July 16, 1920, at the 
of forty-two, 

early age 

The superintendent, I. L. Greenberg, 
whose ideas had been too far advanced 
for the local conditions, was compelled 
to resign the same year. Fortunately 
his place was taken by one who, though 
he had never previously administered a 
public institution, nevertheless posses
sed an unusual capacity for adaptation 
an inborn love for and understanding of 
children, unbounded enthusiasm and 
energy, so that, right from the start 
A. Osovsky fitted himself completely t~ 
the task, introduced a healthy Jewish 
atmosphere, as well as rigid economy in 
management, and assisted by Mrs. 
Osovsky and backed by the board 01 
directors, attained an efficiency which 
soon gained for the Jewish Orphanage 
of Western Canada the genuine acclaim 
of all who were in a position ~o judge. 
Of course, much of the popularity and 
the success of the institution must be 
credited to the army of 1,500 Women, 
who, ~hrougho~t, ~ave been working, 
and sbll are, WIth smgular devotion for 
the upkeep of their beloved institution. 

(*) H. E. -Wilder was [I member at the Victory LOHn -publicity committee. ill churge of 
the Foreie::n J.JfllleUnge section [IntI the distrihution of litel'nture in twenty (lifferent languages, 

throue::hout Oanada. 

No less devoted were the group of 
men and women who undertook the 
building and maintenance of the Jew
ish Old Folks'. Home, which now houses 
over 40 destltute old people in their 
well-cared for home at Manitoba Ave
nue. 

I I 
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The initial steps for the Old Folks' 
Home were taken in 1912 by a group of 
women, including: Mesdames N. Ros
enbIat, B. Shragge, A. Aronovitch, R 
Wodlinger and R Abremovitch, Later 
men joined the women and the grOU; 
organized themselves by electing Mr. J. 
Gensel' as president, N. Nydis, vice ... 
president; Mrs. N. Rosenblat, treasurer. 
Some years later Mr. E. Greenberg 
suggested the need of a modern home. 
A special building fund was raised and 
a committee appointed) consisting of M. 
Tessler, chairman; J. A. ChmelnHskY

I 

treasurer, and a board of 18 to buy 01' 

build a home. They bought the home 
on Manitoba Avenue and dedicated it 
with due ceremony in November, 1910. 

In 1922 Mr. A. Slobinsky was elected 
president, a position which he held till 
1930, when he was succeeded by E. 
Greenberg. 

About the same time, the 1. L. Peretz 
School Directors, finding that the num
ber of pupils by far exceeded the ac
commodation available in their old in
adequate home at Burrows and Salter , 
made plans for extensions. A suitable 
building was offered them ncar the cor
ner of Aberdeen and Salter. This they 
purchased, remodelled it and provided 
it with modern school equipment. On 
August 15, 1922, it was duly opened
and soon became the most active Jew
ish cultural centre in the city. Under 
the name of the Peretz Institute the 
association pursued an educational pro
gramme on the broadest lines, for 
young and old-and in a short time be
came a bubbling fountain of cultural 
rejuvenation. Around it were grouped 
t,he Jewish intelligentzia; from its plat
form there issued a constant flow of 
progressive - Socialist - Nationalist 
thought, and from its classes graduate 
pupils mastering the Yiddish language 
and literature: imbued with an admira
tion for the historical role of the Jews 
and animated by a desire to remodel 
the present structure of society on a 
broader base of co-operative effort. 

By 1930 the Peretz School attained 
an em:o]ment of 500 pupils, and 
b~came recognized as the largest Yid
dIsh school on the American continent, 
and one of the-if not the-most suc
cessful. 

With the rise of a more profound 
Nationalist-Zionist sentiment, due tr. 
the official recognition by the nations of 
the world of Palestine as the legal home 
of the Jewish people, a group of the 
former adherents of the Peretz School, 
among these some of the founders find
ing that this school no longer ans~vered 
the new conditions and unable to in
duce the majority of the Directorate to 
accept their point of view seceded and 
established a new Scho~l the ':Folk 
Shule", with a programme ~t the centre 
of which is the love for Palestine and 
which stresses the cultivation of the 
Hebre~ la~guage, linking up at the 
same tIme Its Socialist doctrine with a 
practical application thereof through 
the chalutzim (pioneer) movement, 
culminating and exemplified in the 
ascendency 01 the Histadruth (The 
~ales~ine Workers' Party). With J. 

estrm, Dr. Schapiro, Tuzman and 
others at the head, the Folks Shule was 
opened in 1930, at the corner of St. 
J0t:ns and Charles, with a school popu
latIon of over 120 children. 

Both the Peretz School and the Folk 
Shule fonow also the curriculum of 
the pUblic schools and give the child
ren both a complete secular as well as 
Jewish education, the former up to 
Grade 6, the latter adding each year 
another grade--both achieving remark
a?l.e success and gaining the full recog
mbon of the School Board. 
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_\;:,,~. ·':·:~-: .. r. ,The Workingmen's Circle School) 
:,'," -_'1.-(under the joint auspices of the Liberty 

.:.c:iTemple and the Workingmen's Circle, 
"'", ":,,,,'~iso makes forward strides, graduating 

-' ~:,;-'~ach year a class of 30 or 40 children. 
- -"",Under the guidance of Educationalists 

, ",_" who visualize a new world recon
. -'~':~tructed on the basis of the inherent 
'_' '"e'quality of mankind, denouncing class 
. ,,;g~ any othel' division-the pupils are 
,i_made familiar with the evils of 
",·,'the present system and taught to aspire 

, "':~~;:~9wards, and work for, a new human 
::';;,!i~~ociety. This school also teaches the 

·":,'./;'l~iddish language, but only as a tem
, :'_-'.~~ /~;tp-6rary expedient, necessary just now 
-~:~'..i'~:i:ib·ecause Yiddish is the language in the 

'-'1"',-., 
',',:,:',:-,:::'}iome, and the child must not become 
- ~.~<;"/detached from its parents, who, pre
_':.",,>Y;~umably, hold the same ideas-thus a 
"',:~/:harmony and continuity is being main
--,->:'·t"ained in the life of the child con

::.>',-!:.ducive, it is contended, to an easier 
""':"assimilation of the doctrines of the 
, ,', ; .. ':school which the parents desire to in-

';··::c'ulcate and propagate. 
, '", ' 

- ':::"':~:Jn 1932, after an internal conflict of 
"_'!':'~everal years, between the original 
:-:Jf6unders of the Workmen's Circle 

,---.'::;School and the Communist group with
, ", ~<lh the Liberty Temple, the ill-mated 

"-'j ,;-.-

-\p:artnership was dissolved and the 
: 't·~·t6rmer now conducts an "Arbeiter 

_:'-Ring" School separate from that of the 
'- '.'Liberty Temple,' in its own building, 
-:"",on Manitoba Avenue, under the lead
'~:-~rship of: A. Golubov, chairman; M. 
:,' :;,;Aicin, secretary; A. Gelberg, principal. 

'-",," 

, .- " ,-, . 
CHAPTER XVI 

THE CANADIAN JEWISH 
CONGRESS 

. ",'_:_,', Zionism, PouLey Zionists) [cm' Re
: storation Siste?·hoods. The Clinic. 

, ' <;:. 
: ,';, Simultaneous with the reorganization 
",:{':':of the War-relief work in 1915, Winni
,'<:,:~peg Jews proceeded to marshall puplic 

:',:_-,opinion behind another project which 
-', . -,,-had stirred the fancy and aroused the 

-,_-hopes of many of the more progressive 
',~intellectual Jewish leaders on the con

'tinent. That was the proposal to con
. '-',y'ene a Jewish Congress which would 
~'give definite expression to the will of 

_ ,.t.he Jewish masses through their own 
d.emocratically elected representatives. 

- These would cast the Jewish war 
, claims in proper . formulae and present 

.' them through their accredited spokes
'-'men to the Peace Conference, when
'."ever it should be convened. 

, The agitation for the calling of a con
" ,_':'gress continued for several years, since 

" :;it was necessary to overcome the form
- ,idable resistance of the influential Jew-

',iSh bodies already functioning, who be
,-:jieved themselves in the possession of 
': ::,i~yested rights" to speak for and pro
·.'-:tect the Jewish people. It was also , , 
:necessary to properly arouse public 

_ >:dpinion in behalf of the Congress idea. 
'-;~or, if the Congress was to be of any 
-value, it should voice the sentiments of 
"'_the masses in the broadest sense. 

", " -In Winnipeg plans for the election of 
, ,- ,idelegates were worked out with 
'",,'meticulous care by a committee headed 
"":",by M. J. Finkelstein, so that every sec

" . tion of the population, every shade of 
-':_:'\;~:2:'~opinion, should have an equal chance 
:--;~,\':<fi'::of' being represented. The election 

" :~':,.':/:::~<!ampaign followed closely the pattern 
:-·:.>l1iltof the Parliamentary elections-only 
'\:-~\~linuch more passionately so. 

,_</:'i;" There were plots and counter-plots. 
, ,:', ;:There were elections, party meetings 

'_'_and candidates appealing through 
','newspaper advertisements. The Israelite 

Press carried, in its issue of Feb. 28, 
. 1919, a complete biographical sketch of 

,._;'~':>:, '. most of the candidates in the field. 

There were 45 candidates for 20 seats. 
-' .. The prospect of being called upon to 

';"""', vote for and elect or be elected as a 
'-member of the "Jewish Parliament" 

/ 
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stirred the imagination of the Jew be
yond anything he had ever experienc
ed. The Jewish Congress became a 
mystical symbol for a messianic Libera
tion, and when on March 2, J 919. elec
tions actually took place-the Talmud 
Torah Hall was jammed with electors
though each had to pay a tax lor the 
privilege of voting. No less than 3,500 
people cast their ballots-and the 
ecstatic faith with which the simple 
folk came to vote was such as to bring 
tears to one's eyes. 

It is characteristic of the time and of 
the frame of mind of the people that, 
despite the diversity of elements, Rabbi 
L Kahanovitch headed the polls with 
2,673 votes; the other "Congressmen" 
elecled being: M, Averbuch, M, J. 
Finkelstein) Sam Green, B. Miller, B. 
Sheps, M. Tessler, S. Almazoff, Rabbi J. 
Gorodsky, J. Hestrin, Ph. Ney, Max 
Steinkopf, H. L. Weidman, J. A. Cher
niack, M. A. Grey, Marcus Hyman, A. 
Osovsky, M. V. Triller, M. Waisman, H. 
E. Wilder. 

The Winnipeg contingent played a 
conspicuous part at the sessions of the 
Congress held in Montreal on March 

ly 10,000 people-on December 2, 1919; 
when every man, woman and child 
marched out in the bitter cold weather 
to demonstrate their solidarity with 
their afflicted brethren, and to arouse 
and enlist the conscience of the world 
in their behalf-though with little hope 
of being heard! 

The Ukrainian pogroms and conse
quent havoc and destruction of Jewish 
life and property, intensified the work 
of the War Relief Organization. At the 
same time again "Light came from the 
East", The Peace Conference was 
strenuously at work remaking the map 
of Europe and plotting out the destinies 
of nations. Armed with the Balfour 
Declaration, reinforced by an aroused 
national sentiment, the Zionist leaders, 
Weizman, Sokolow, Herbert Samuel, 
Usishkin, backed by Louis D. Brandeis, 
Louis Marshall, etc., were assiduously 
laboring at Paris to secure the embodi
ment of the Balfour Declaration in the 
Peace Treaties affecting Palestine. It 
was an arduous, almost superhuman 
task, but Jewish acumen, devotion and 
perseverance succeeded, so that at last 
the Peace Pacts concluded at San Remo 

One of the many floats in the huge parade, May 1920 commemorating the 
official recognition of "The National Home for the J~ws in Palestine" in 

the San Remo Treaty. ) 

16, 17, 18. M. J. Finkelstein and B. 
Sheps, as chairmen of important com
mittees; H. E. Wilder, as the English 
secretary of the Congress, and others 
like Marcus Hyman, A. Osovsky, J. 
Hestrin and J. A. Cherniack, in the de
bates and in the framing of the reso
lutions. Certain it is-and it was freely 
acknowledged-that the Winnipeg Con
gressmen came better organized than 
any other group. 

If earnestness, intelligence and inten
sity of feeling alone were guiding the 
destinies of mankind, the Canadian 
Jewish Congress should have had the 
effect of considerably altering the fate 
of the Jews, but evidently these were 
not the instruments, for during 1919 
the Jews of Eastern Europe were sub
jected to a series or massacres unparal
leled even in their own blood-stained 
hist.ory. 

on April 24) 1920, incorporated the 
official recognition by the nations of the 
world of the rights of the Jews to re~ 
establish a National Home in Palestine, 
and defined the boundaries. The news 
reached Winnipeg Jewry just when 
they were staging a huge campaign for 
"Geulah" Fund (Palestine Restoration 
Fund), and the people assembled at the 
Allen Theatre on April 25 were swept 
off their feet for joy, But jubilation 
and gratitude 'for such a momentous 
decision must be more fittingly expres
sed and so a most elaborate "demon
stration" was staged. 

A pageant symbolic of the various 
phases of the historic event, was con
ceived by the fertile imagination of .A. 
Osovsky, and elaborately executed, and 
on May 18, 19201 the citizens of WiImi
peg witnessed one of the most colorful 
parades in their history, with floats, 
banners) flags, etc. 

Practically every Jewish organization 
participated, ranged in military forma
tion, each under its own banner. Fully 
10,000 people: old bearded men in their 
silk. top-hats, young men and women 
in their best; children in blue and 
white-all marched from the Talmud 
Torah on Selkirk and Charles to the 
• largest hall in the city-the Industrial 

Bureau, south of Portage Avenue on 
Main Street, passing by the offices of 

the Free Press, where a Zionist flag was 
solemnly dedicated and hoisted on its 
mast. The mass of people fined to over
flowing the huge hall, where, under the 
chairmanship of H. E. Wilder, an ap
propriate programme was carried out, 
participated in by Sir James Aikins, 
M. J. Finkelstein, Judge Philyp Berg
stone, of Chicago, Rabbi 1. 1. Kahano
vitch, Rabbi Moineshter and J. Hestrin . 

A resolution was adopted expressing 
the gratitude of Winnipeg Jewry to 
Great Britain, which was enthusiasti
cally endorsed by a standing vote. 

Hereafter Zionism takes a new aspect 
and its adherents are confronted with 
new tasks: that of raising by voluntary 
contributions the huge funds needed 
for the colonization of Palestine. (*) 

A small group of enthusiasts carried 
the burden in Winnipeg from 1920 on, 
under the leadership of H. E. Wilder 
(chairman' of the council), A. Osovsky, 
F. Sures, J. Kronick, L. Gunn, Marcel 
Marcus, Max Steinkopf, N. Schiffer, 
and alter 1927 by M. J. Finkelstein, 
Mr. and Mrs. Heppner. This group 
welcomed in turn to the city, and 
supervised the tour of, in the West, 
such great leaders as eh. Weizman, 
the president of the World Zionist 
Organization (in 1921), Dr. Shrnarya 
Levin, Col. Paterson, Dr. Gold
stein, Rabbi Zlotnick, Dr.' Rabel
sky, Max Nordau, and all others who 
came from time to time to assist in the 
work of keeping at white heat the 
Zionist interest, and obtaining both in 
the city and in the West the much 
needed funds. 

Aroused and encouraged by the new 
vistas opened in Palestine, the Jewish 
women also organized themselves, and 
in a short time the Hadassah Organiza
tion became one of the most active 
forces in the community, superseding 
in many instances, that of the men's. 
(") Started only in 1920, upon the 
initiative of the editor of "The Guard
ian" (the first Anglo-Jewish weekly in 
the West), with Miss Goldie Finesilver 
at the head, it became, after 1922, 
under the leadership of Mrs. H. E. 
Wilder, the largest single unit of organ
ized Jewish women, reaching in 1924-5, 
a membership of over 1,000. 

Parallel with the intensive work for 
Zion carried on by the "General Zion
ists", the Poaley Zionists are appealing 
to the more radical elements and 
gather funds for the "Tool Campaign" 
and later for the Palestine Labor 01'
ganizaztion-and the Palestine Labm.' 
Bank. Most of these campaigns were 
directed by Mr. and Mrs. Jos. Hestrin, 
assisted by S. Green l S. Miller, D. Ra
binovitch, Margolese, etc. 

The youth) too, came under the in
fluence of the Nationalist movement. 
The "Menorah" Society of university 
students, barely existing heretofore, be
came alive, increased its membership 
and began taking a keener interest in 
Jewish problems and issues, under the 
leadership of such men as Dr. J, Feld
man, Zaslovsky, N. B. Zimmerman, Max 
Freedman, etc. It turned its attention 
to Jewish literature, produced Jewish 
plays, and in March, 1925, it delegated 
Prof. E. G. Perry to represent it at the 
official opening 01 the Hebrew Univer
sity of 'Jerusalem, Prof. Perry being 
accompanied by Mr. Max Steinkopf, the 
delegate of the Winnipeg Zionists. 

The younger element also organized 
under the Young Judaea, and at times, 
with more effective leadership, it has 
78 branches, with membership of 4,500, 
conducted by a young Judaea Council, 
instilling a love for Zion and intensi
fying a knowledge of Jewish history 
and literature in its members. 

In the long martyrology of the Jew, 
the days of the Ukrainian pogroms per
petrated by the barbaric hords of Kol
chack, Denikin and Petlura, will 
appear as the darkest of them all. The 
Jews of Winnipeg-in common with 
the Jews the world oyer, stood aghast, 
embittered to distraction at their 
supreme helplessness. All one could do 
was to cry and protest-and protest 
they did. The air of Winnipeg was 
never rent by such a cry of anguish, 
of despair, of indignation and denun
ciation as was uttered at the huge Pro
test meeting preceded by a street 
demonstration, participated in by near-

(;,) 'rhe PI'lHl P1'e.'1); JmhlifllH'!rl fill thnt Ilay n R]lecial etlitioll wilh n. llietul'e of the 
nag in whiLH 111111 hlul:l, on il!; [I'Ollt puge, also a W/ll'In c(litorilll greeting the event. 
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