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Upon the initiative of H. E. Wilder, 
a Boy Scout and later a Girl Guide 
troop of Hebrew speaking boys and 
girls was organized, under the leader
ship of Goncharsky, who conducted all 
the exercises in Hebrew-upon the pat
tern of Palestinan troops-but affiliated 
with the Canadian Council Winnipeg 
Division, of which Mr. Steinkopf and 
IVhs. Hepner were members, respec
tively, 

Those women who were not directly 
concerned with Zionist work, impelled 
by their Jewish consciousness to do 
something, established or joined Jewish 
welfare associations: such as Sister
hoods or Ladies' Aids. Thus we find 
the Shaarey Zedeck Sisterhood, the 
Kneseth Israel Sisterhood, the Daugh
ters of Zion Loan Society, all eagerly 
devoted to their self-assumed tasks, 
and assisting the needy by comple
menting the work of the United He
brew Charities, which has been func
tioning for many years, under the 
chairmanship of S. Hart Green, assisted 
by Charles Tadman, S. Shore, D. Bar
ish, etc. 

Foremost, during the last few years, 
among this type of women's organiza
tions, is the Council of Jewish Women, 
affiliated with the American Organiza
tion, founded in Winnipeg in 1925, with 
Mrs. S .. H. Green as its fust president 
(1925-27), succeeded in turn by Mrs. 
Max Heppner (1927-30), and now 
(1932) conducted by Mrs. Sam Rodin. 

When the Soviet Government of All 
Russia decided upon a plan of coloniz
ing Jews on land and assigned to them 
separate territories with the pledge that 
eventually there shall be founded there 
(first in Crimea, later in Bero-Bidjan), 
an autonomous Jewish republic; and 
for the furtherance of this project, the 
j'I.C.O.R." organization was founded in 
America, the small group of Winnipeg 
and Western Jewry-which subscribe 
to the Conununistic ideal, assisted by a 
number desirous to help in the Jewish 
back-to-the-Iand movement in Russia , 
established local branches and worked 
assiduously to raise contributions to
wards this fund. The first such branch 
being started in 1925, upon the initia
tive of the veteran devotee to the 
cause of liberty in Winnipeg, N. Levin. 
The present officials are: Joseph Lit
man, President; N. Medzon, Vice
President; N. Rubinenko, T1'easurer; 
B. Levinson, Fin.-Secretary; S. Kamin
sky, Rec.-Secretary. 

About this time also (1925») a move
ment was started to revive the organi
zation which in 1913-14 planned to es
tablish a Jewish clinic. First the Jewish 
Medical Society, under the presidency 
of Dr. O. Margolese, discussed the need 
and decided upon a plan to found such 
a dispensary and clinic; later a group 
of members or the Hebrew Sick Bene
fit Society assumed the responsibility 
for and established a modest free clinic 
on Pritchard Avenue. But soon the 
doctors protested at the inadequacy of 
such quarters, and a project was 
launched for the erection of a modern 
building. Despite opposition from cer
tain quarters, the conunittee pursued 
its plans and a handsome structure, on 
spacious grounds by the Red River, at 
the foot of Selkirk Avenue, was offi
cially dedicated in 1929; and the com
mittee in charge, consisting of Dr. B, 
J. Ginsburg as president, S. B. Levin 
and R. Cohen, honorary pr~sidents; J. 
Oretsky, L. Zentner, vice-presidents, 
and A. Cohen, treasurer, laid the foun
dations for a well organized, properly 
functioning free clinic. 

CHAPTER XVII. 
THE RELIGIOUS LIFE DISRUPTED 

Progress of 1'adical movement. 
FU1'ther political conquests. 

The spiritual life of the Yiddish
speaking, orthodox community was in 
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the meantime both disturbed and en
riched by changes in, and additions to 
the religious leadership. Rabbi 1. 1. 
Kahanovitch, who recently celebrated 
the 25th anniversary of his ministry in 
Winnipeg, continued to exercise sole 
ecclesiastical authority over the largest 
portion of orthodox Jewry, as chief 
Rabbi of Western Canada. From time
to-time, however, he had to make room 
for other Rabbis who came at the invi
tation of this or that group, or land
manshaft. After Rabbi Gorodsky and 
Moineshter (both have smce left) 
came Rabbi J. Horovitz (1921) and 
Rabbi A. Zilberstcin (1926). In 1931 
an attempt was made to form a Rab
binical Council and to organize a 
stricter enforcement and a system
atic superVISlOn and administration 
of "Kashruth" (Mosaic food laws). 
This created a veritable rebel
lious movement, fostered chiefly by 
self-willed leaders, which threatened to 
split the community asunder, but for 
the strategic move of Rabbi Kahano
vitch, who suddenly confused the rebels 
by leaving the field uncontested. The 
"city committee" (as the rebels arro
gated to themselves the right to call 
their beligerent, vociferous force) de
cided to call still another Rabbi t~ the 
city, and in 1931 Rabbi Herson came 
and was duly installed as their spirit
ual guide. Thus the community is now 
ministered to by five Rabbis, in addi
tion to a Rebbe (mystical sect), while 
the "Kashrut" is in just as disorgan
ized a state as ever. The Rabbinical 
influence is diminished and religious 
orthodoxy seriously compromised. 

On the other hand, there is apparent 
a decided trend towards secular cul
tural advancement. Reputed Jewish 
lec~urers, popular leaders, etc., are 
coming here, chiefly under the auspices 
of the "Radicals" grouped around the 
Peretz Institute, and the Poaley Zion
ists, the Folk School, etc., and deliver 
Yiddish addresses on current trends of 
thought: political, economic, socialogi
cal and literary, intimately or remotely 
connected with Jewish life. Dr. Chaim 
Zhillovsky, Sholem Ash, Dr, Yehudah 
Kaufman, Zrubovel, Morris Vinchevsky, 
Menachem, H. Rosenblat, David Pinsky 
Dr, Koralnick, B. Zuckerman, S. Nig~ 
gel', Dr. Juris, A. Litvak, H. Leivik, 
David Ben Zvi Berel Locker, Chaim 
Greenberg-in addition to all Zionist 
leaders-come here to teach and ad
vise, consult with and to learn in turn 
for there is much that is of value i~ 
the life of this Western Community, 
where the atmosphere is keen, the 
people warm-hearted, the attachment 
sin~ere-even if the Western Jews, un
spOlled by the glare and sophistication 
of the larger centres, are somewhat 
naive and timid and inclined to hero
worshipping. They come and come 
again, these master thinkers, and feel 
glad they do, for there is such a rest
ful, homelike, genuine Jewish atmo
sphere here. 

Nor are these Institutes Societies . " Llterary Clubs, etc., wholly dependent 
oJ.} outside "visitors'" lectures as a 
permanent feature. Even the fraternal 
lodges and Aid Societies call upon their 
"intellectual advancement" chairman to 
h.unt for lecturers: Ministers, Univer
SIty Professors, Judges and Doctors. 
Social Workers, Authors. Anyone who 
rises meteor-like upon the platform
horizon is enlisted, and listened to
since the list of recognized Jewish 
speakers is soon exhausted. The HCal_ 
~ndar" of the "Israelite Press", which 
IS perhaps one of the most illuminating 
features of the newspaper, reflects the 
briskness and liveliness of our social 
life. .. 

Despite the intense activity in which 
the Winnipeg Jewish Community is 
being engaged on so many fronts at 
once, their political and civic respon
sibilities are never neglected. Being 

now more differentiated than ever, di
vided into a multitude of separate 
groups, each with its own party affilia
tions, viewpoints and diversified aims 
and aspirations-at cross-purposes with 
each other, the Jewish community pre
sents during the election campaign the 
spectacle of a house divided against 
itself. Nevertheless, when one offers 
himself as a candidate, who appears to 
be clearly devoted to their collective 
interests, as well as qualified to fill the 
position, the Jews manage to sink their 
party differences for the moment and 
give him the preference, regardless of 
his particular affiliation. Thus when E. 
J. McMurray ran for a Federal seat on 
the platform of a liberal immigration 
policy, he was returned with a safe 
majority. A. A. Heaps ( officially a can
didate of the 1.L.P.), also obtained the 
Jewish support and was elected, be
cause he had proven a public servant 
in the broader sense. Undertaking, al
most single-handed, and succeeding to 
oust Alderman Skaletar from office on 
the grounds of violations of the Elec
tions Act, in 1917, Heaps became, him
self, the candidate for the aldermanic 
seat thus vacated, and was elected with 
a huge majority. He revealed himself 
as a capable public administrator, was 
re-elected as alderman each succeeding 
term until 1926, when he offered him
self as candidate for a seat. in the Fed
eral house. His record as a capable 
civic administrator and his zeal for 
public service enabled him to be safely 
returned, and re-elected again in 1930. 
~lthough a Labor man, he succeeds, by 
hIS tact, sagacity and sincerity, to win 
the confidence of the leaders and mem
bers of the House, and renders valu
able services to his electors. 

M. A. Grey, who has served the Jew
ish community continuously sillce 1915 
giving of his time and energy £:'eely; 
was elected in 1928 as School Trustee 
and in 1930 as Alderman. J. Bloom~ 
berg is also serving as alderman for 
several terms in succession. But he is 
~ess known in the Jewish circles, and 
IS returned by the Labor vote. Long 
before M. A. Grey, Max Steinkopf 
served for a number of terms on the 
Winnipeg School Board, being highly 
regarded and doing useful work. He 
was defeated in 1919 by Mrs. Max Alcin 
chiefly on account of the tense feelin~ 
then pr~vailing. as a result of the gen
eral stnke. Both Max Steinkopf and 
H. E. Wllder (the latter, candidate for 
alderman), were that year the victims 
of the wrath of the sympathizers with 
Labor, who saw behind their candi
dature the hand of their dreaded 0 _ 

ponents, the "Citizens' Committee ~f 
1,000". Largel~J no doubt, because they 
wo.uld not forgIve Steinkopr his unholy 
a~hance . of 1919, the citizens refused 
~Im theIr votes in 1927 as well, when 

e r~n ~s a candidate for a seat in the 
Provlllcial Parliament, the much 
younger W. B. Tobias being elected in
ste~d, although he had been very little 
actIve m the Jewish Communit d I k y, an 
ess nown to the citizens generally. 

In 1930, Mrs. S. Hart Green was 
elected a member of the School Board 
to the seat vacated by M. A. Grey. ' 

During the elections 01 1932 M H ' arcus 
yman, who had also served as School 

Trustee, after trying his luck twice be
fore, as I.L,P. candidate for the offiCE 
of Mayor, succeeded in being elected as 
member of the Manitoba Legislat 

h T b' f'l ure, w en 0 las al ed to be return d e , 

CHAPTER XVIII. 
THE JEWISH PRESS 

Progress of the Israelite P 
Att't d ress, 

~ U e towards it, Other at-
tempts. Anglo-JeWish weeklies. 

S.u:h a vigorous social, literary and 
pohtIcal communal activity Id h b· WOll not 

ave een pOSSIble without an organ of 

-

expression that would both guide and 
interpret Jewish public opinion, as well 
as weld together the diversified units 
and the scattered conunittees. This task 
the "Israelite Press" assumed from the 
moment or its birth in 1910, but more 
particularly since its reorganization in 
1915, when it passed under its present 
management, headed by H. E. Wilder 
It was a difficult and delicate task, but' 
thanks to a rigid application of strictest 
impartiality as to principles and dis
regard of the personal element, it suc
ceeded in gaining the confidence of by 
far the largest portion of the Jewish 
popUlation over the whole wide terri
tory which it serves: from the Great 
Lakes to the Pacific Coast; and by con
ducting all its departments: editorial 
advertising and administrative, with 
open frankness, integrity and self-re_ 
straint, it also gained the goodwill and 
regard or the non-Jewish elements, in
terested in one way or another in the 
newspaper and its readers. The 
esteem in which the Israelite Press is 
held may be judged by the reception 
its contemporaries, the English dailies 
i~ Winnipeg and in the West, have 
gIVen the announcement of its becom
ing a daily, in 1928, and especially by 
the greetings published in this issue 
from men holding the highest position~ 
in the political, intellectual and bUsi
ness world. 

During the 22 years of its existence 
it has witnessed attempts to publisl~ 
other Jewish language newspapers in 
Winnipeg. In 1912 uThe Jewish People" 
(Dos Volk) , and in 1921 "The Jewish 
Voice" appeared. Each had, however, 
an ephemereal, precarious existence of 
but a few months. 

In 1920, the publishers of the Israelite 
Press decided to issue an Ango
Jewish weekly: "The Guardian," edit
ed by H. E. Wilder; but after experi
menting with it for half a year, the. 
management became convinced that the 
field was too limited, and thus too 
heavy a burden was being imposed on 
the advertiser. From time to time and 
as late as 1931, surveys have been r'nadc 
by the Israelite Press to discover 
whether conditions had altered so as to 
warrant the publication of an English 
weekly, and found they did not. Due 
t~ the intensive cultural activity car
rIed on in the Yiddish language and to 
the efforts made to maintain and in
crease interest in Jewish literature the 
numbers of those speaking and rea'ding 
Yiddish was not only preserved, but 
mcreased-especially with the addition 
of new immigrants who entered Can
ada since 1920. 

Such organizations as the Y.M.H.A. 
also attempted to publish their own 
organ such as "The Ticker" "The 
Guide", the "Review'\ but all went 
under after a brief struggle. 

N:vertheless, there are two Anglo
~ewlsh weeklies published in Winnipeg. 
The Jewish Post" established in 1925 

d U' ' 
;n T~e Western Jewish News", 
ounded m 1927. Similar attempts have 
~een made in other Western CommW1i
h.e~. Calgary had a short lived am
bItIOUS Anglo-Jewish weekly and since 
1931 a small weekly Bulleti~ is issued 
under the auspices of the Vancouver 
Community Centre. Indicative both of 
!he character of the Jewish population 
10 Western Canada as well as of the e . , 

q,:u?rnent of those with a flare for 
wntmg, is the fact that the Israelite 
Press steadily publishes articles, essays, 
~?ems, literary sketches, etc., in Yid
. Ish by numerous local contributors, 
~ncluding ,Y0';lng people. Several book
hets of YIddIsh poems were published 
. ere-whereas hardly any such mater
Ial has sa far been written in English; 
the local Anglo-Jewish weeklies have 
to o~tain their Uliterary" material from 
sYl~dlcates, or magazines from the 
Umted States, 
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Jewish Representatives in the Canadian Parliament 
and Legislatures 

S. W. JACOB, KC. 
Member Federal Parliament for 

Montreal since 1917. 

A. A. HEAPS 
Member Federal Parliament, for 

Winnipeg, since 1921. 

PETER BERCOVITCH, KC. 
Member Quebec Legislature, for 

Montreal, since 1916. 

HENRY NATHAN 
The First Jewish Member of the 
Canadian Parliament, representing 

Vieloria B.C" 1871-74. 

S. HART GREEN, KC. 
First Jewish Member of a Provincial 

Legislature, M.L.A. of Manitoba, 
1910-14. 

W. B. TOBIAS 
Member Manitoba Legislature, 

1927-32. 

JOSEPH COHEN, KC. 
Member Quebec Legislature, for 

Montreal, since 1927. 

SAMUEL FACTOR 
Member Federal Parliament for 

Toronto since 1930. 

MARCUS HYMAN 
Member Manitoba Legislature, 

1932. 

E. F. SINGER 
Member Ontario Legislature, for 

Toronto, since 1929. 
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