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In the spring of 1917 Miss Henrietta 
Szold, the founder of American Hadas-
5ah, visited Toronto and preached the 
gospel of Hadassah for the firs! time to 
Canadian women. As a result a num
ber of Canadian Chapters were organ
ized in Eastern Canada, with M 1'5. Anna 
Selig at the helm. In the summer of 
that year the 15th Canadian Zionist 
Convention was held at Winnipeg, 
Among the delegates were many wo
men who have since become prominent 
in the· national movement: Mrs. Clar
e~ce de Sola, Mrs. A. J. Freiman, Mrs. 
Fltch, as well as Mrs. Selig, At a recep
tion of women delegates and visitors 
held on July 2nd at the Royal Alex~ 
andra Hotel, given by the Winnipeg 
women with Miss Rose Ripstein (Mrs. 
M. J. Finkelstein) as convener the 
question of organizing the Widnipeg 
women for Zionism was discussed. 

Two opinions prevailed. Mrs. de Sola 
and Mrs. Freiman advocated the estab
lishment of an independent Zionist wo
men's branch; Mrs. Selig, naturally, 
was for the creation of a Hadassah 
Chapter. Upon a motion of Mrs. H, E. 
Wilder a resolution was adopted, to 
proceed with the organization of a wo
men's Zionist Branch, the affiliation to 
be decided by the women, later. This 
was enthusiastically accepted. Miss 
Rose Ripstein was elected as acting 
chairman of a committee to implement 
the resolution. 

Upon her return to Toronto, Mrs. 
Selig, not content to let matters drift 
kept up an active correspondence with 
Mrs. Wilder, stressing the desirability 
of organizing a Hadassah branch. Cir
cu~stances seemed, however, as yet, 
not ripe for such a move in Winnipeg. 
The younger women were members of 
the Maccabean and Zeirey Zion Societ
ties; the older had the Red Mogen 
David Society under the leadership of 
Mrs. S. Stockhammer. which society 
remained active until the return of the 
Jewish legionairs in 1919. 

In 1920, an article appeared in the 
Guardian-the Anglo-Jewish Weekly 
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edited by H. E. Wilder, calling upon 
the women to organize themselves for 
Zionist work Miss Goldie Finesilver 
a ~ol1aborator of the Journal, was pre~ 
valled upon by the editor of the 
Guar.dian to take the initiative. A 
meetmg was called at the home of Miss 
Finesilver on ]\IIay 25, at which the 
proposal vias outlined and enthusiasti
cally received. Among those present 
were: Miss Rose Ripstein, Mrs. H. J. 
Samuel, Mrs. M. H. Abremovich Mrs 
C. Schiller, Mrs. Piel'ce, Mrs.' M. A'. 
Faurer, Ml·s. F. Rosenblat, Mrs. Lif
shitz, Mrs. A. Stein, Mrs. H. Feinsilver 
Miss Goldie Finesilver and Mr. M. J: 
Finkelstein, as guest speaker. 

A ,resolution was adopted that: 

"Those present form themselves into 
a tempOl'ary committee for the forma
tion of a 'Hadassah Chapter' in Winni
peg; the Chapter to be called the 'Win
nipeg Chapter of Hadassah' with a tern .. 
poral'y chairman and secretary." 

Miss Feinsilver was appointed Chair
man and .Miss Rose Ripstein Secretary. 
It transplred at the meeting that the 
women of the Red Mogen David were 
read?, to join a Hadassah chapter; ac
cordmgly it was decided to approach 
these. A mass meeting of Jewish wo
men was held on June 8th at the Tal
mud Torah. The resolution of the pre
vious meeting was endorsed. The 
ladies present "evincing a keen inter
est," a plan of work was adopted and 
a~ executive elected ~onsisting of: 
MlSS Goldie Feinsilver, pl'esident; Mrs. 
A. Stein and Mrs. S. Stockhammer 
vice-presidents; Miss Plotel and Mis~ 
Rose Bronfman, corresponding secre
tary; Miss Margulius,· recording secre
tary, and Mrs. C. Schiller, treasurer, 

As was natural, the membership was 
largely recruited from the ranks of the 
devoted members of the now disbanded 
Red Mogen David. The new Chapter 
became very active' and succeeded in 
raising substantial sums of money
la~gely £~'o~ the "Shuk-la-li" (bazaar). 
M1SS FemsIlver and Miss Broruman 
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were delegated to attend the l!onven
tion of Canadian Hadassah, where Miss 
Bronflllan (Mrs. M. Rady) was elected 
National Vice-president. 

Unfo.r:tunately, the enthusiasm of the' 
lea~ers -of the new group gradually 
~wm~~ed and the chapter lingered un
III 1922, when Mrs. H. E. Wilder was 
mduced to assume the leadership. 

~rs. Wilder had been long associated 
wlth communal work. Since 1911 _ 
when she was the president of the 
B'n.ai .B'rith Ladies' Auxiliary, she 
mamtamed a close contact with women 
of all ral1-ks. Possessed of unbounded 
energy, organizing ability and enthusi
asm fo~ the. Zionist cause, she was able 
to achieve m a short time a remark
able success. 

The first Keren Hayesod Bazaar held 
unde~ her guidance, proved an' out
~tandmg success-and the membershi 
mcreased rapidly. p 

The more well-io-do women of the 
south end, ~owever, appeared io stand 
aloof. ConVInced that there were many 
south end women devoted to the 
M W·ld dir cause, 

1'5. 1 er .--i{ected her attention to 
~~em: P'~~~llg by. a visit of Rabbi 

otllick tq;* W1l1nipe~, on January 16. 
1923, ~he called a meeting at the home 
of MI s. ehas. Lyons, one of the few 
south end women affiliated with the 
Hadassah. Both the crenial d 

• 0 an per-
suaSIve Rabbi, as well as 11,'';1'5. 'Wilder 
addressed the meeting and th . ' . t. f e Olgan-
lza Ion a another Chapter wa 1 h 

d 
s aunc -

e. Further parlor ...... t· 
h 1 

LUee Ings were 
e d and eventually the Ezra Ch t 

organized, with Mrs Max Rad aP
fi er . .d . Y as rst 

pIeSI ent. Under her able 1 d h· 
1 Ch 

ea ers lp 
t le apter soon established ' 
f I d" a record 
or sp en ld achIevements 

Realizing that the scope of th H 
dassah work could be further ext:ndeC:; 
upon her return from the T ' 
H d h Ol'onto 

a assa Convention in 1924 
Wild d ' Mrs. er. rew up a program f .. 1 l' a actIvlty 
a ong new meso stressing th 1 

1 f ··' e cutural 
va ue 0 ZlOmsm-though not I 
ing the financial end St d ne? ect-. u Y CIrcles , 
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courses of Jewish history, were ar
ranged. A feverish activity resulted
?ime~ chiefly to interest the younger 
m!,elhgent women. Ably assisted 
by .JIIlrs. H. Sokolov, Mrs. H. (Rose) 
Halp~Ffn, Mrs. Gorbovitsky, and others, 
ChaJifer after Chapter was founded 
until at the end of 1925 there were n~ 
~ess 0a~ twelve Chapters functioning 
m Wmmpeg alone, with a membership 
of. over 1,000 women, earning for Mrs. 
Wllder the title of "Mother of Hadas
sahs.'1 

Wit~ so many chapters working, the 
neceSSIty arose for the establishment 
of a central, co-ordinating body. The 
Hadassah Council was formed on De
cen:ber 11, 1925, continuing successfully 
untIl :he present, and registering each 
year 1l1creasing activities. 

In ~927, her health undermined by 
such mtense activity, Mrs. Wilder was 
compelled to resign her presidency of 
the Hadassah Council, and to withdraw 
from active leadership. Mrs, Rady suc
ceeded her as president of the council 
followed in turn by Mrs. Halperin and 
Mrs. M. H. (Sarah) Bernstein, who is 
the present leader. Under their guid
ance, the work continued to show ,very 
credItable results. 

One cannot review the development 
?f Hadassah in Winnipeg without not
~ngd the effect such an intense _ activity 
b a . u.p~n. the Western centres. Partly 

y . mlt.latIve of the leading women in 
theIr respective communities partly by 
the ' pressure brought upon them by 
~rs .. Wilder and Mrs. RadY1 as vice
plesldents of the National Organization 
a wh~le chain of Hadassah Chapter~ 
came mto being, and are still carrying 
?n the major burden of Zionist work 
III thei~ communities. Their reports, 
presentep at the National Conventions 
and D' 'fr' " 
f . -:!,.J~, let Conferences reflect an un-
8lh.r;1'P' d· ' "b evotIon to Palestine and a 

spl~"D-did organizing ability. Those rec-
ords d . . eserve a special chapter, . and it 
IS unfortunate that our invitation to 
SUbmit th· d . . elr ata was not answered 111 

tIme to present them here. 
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into Canada. This was at a time, when the Edenbridge district was a WIlderness 
of weeds and marshes, but nevertheless, approximately 15 years later, under 
diligent cultivation, there were more than 4,000 acres under crop. In this 
district grew up a number of very competent Jewish farmers with their fam
ilies, independent and happy although experiencing times of great struggle 
under harsh pioneering conditions. Their acceptance of such conditions can 
be understood, in that the early history of the Jews indicates very clearly 
their strong attachment to the land. I can do no better by way of illllstrating 
this attachment to the soil in the Western Provinces in the present century, 
than to quote from a letter received by the Jewish Colonization Association's 
Winnipeg office from a farmer in the Edenbridge district, which appeared 
recently in a competent history of the Jews in Canada, and which I feel is so 

appropriate to the occasion. 

"I sit upon my plough and my eye is enchanted with the sight of brown 

earth being turned upwards furrow by furrow. 

"How beautiful are the fields afterwards when they become green. This 
draws you and draws you and makes you willing to root out forests, turn over 
fields, even drink the sweat that pours from your forehead and be satisfied. 

FROM THE HON. R. WEIR 

Minister of Agriculture, Canada 

I have your recent letter with reference to the production of a 
souvenir issue of the Israelite Press,' commemorating your double Jubilee in 
connection with the colonization of the Jewish people in Canada and the 
granting to your people of the inalienable heritage of all citizens of the British , 
Empire. I am sure it will be a worth while addition to the history of Judaism 
in Canada, and I appreciate the privilege you extend to me of making some 
recognition of the contribution made by. the Jewish people toward the develop
ment of Canada, particularly in the past fifty years. 

It is interesting to note that Aaron Hart, who was born at London, England, 
in 1724 and died at Three River, Quebec, in 1800, who had the distinction 
of being created seignior of Becancour in recognition of his services to the 
Colony, and who was at one time a lieutenant in the Eiglish army I was the 
first Jew to settle permanently in Canada. I believe, as well, that the S~'8.:f 
of General Wolfe included Sir Alexander Schomberg, who commanded the his
toric Frigate "Diana." These facts are mentioned as pure evidence that the 
coming of the Jews pennanently to Canada coincided with the settlement 
of the British in Canada. Years later, when the virgin soils of the Canadian 
west went under the plo~gh, representatives of the Jewish race were to be 
found among those pioneers who, under the then very adverse conditions, so 
heriocally extended the producing areas of the British Empire. While. th~re
fore, the Jews have perhaps become more prominent in the commercial field 
than in agricultur"e, they have in Canada, as elsewhere, contributed something 
of worth to the farming industry. In this connection, I recall that last December 
was the hundredth anniversary of the birth of Maurice de Hirsch, founder of 
the Jewish Colonization Association and a very strong advocate of farming 
as an occupation for the Jewish masses. Baron de Hirsch implemented his belief 
through liberal endowments of fo.undations to which were entrusted the mis
sion of colonizing Jews in various parts of the world. There e.xist today many 
usef\..ll monuments to this man's philanthropy and love of his race. His con
tribution to the welfare of your people will, however, no doubt have received 
more" able comment through your publication than I am able to make. I do 
recall that Hirsch in the Estevan district of Saskatchewan is named after this 
very fine: Jewish gentleman. If I am not mistaken, at or about the same time 
this community or colony was built up, that o~ Lipton and Edenbridge came 
into existence. These colonies were, I believe, founded during the heavy im
migration period from 1907 to 1914, and besides the contribution made to 
western agriculture through the medium of those colonies, successful farming 
was then and is still being carried on by. independent Jewish farmers at many 

points hi the three Prairie Provinces. 

"And who can describe the l'ythm of the binder, especially when you have 
enough feed for the horses, and the horses feel their oats and the machine 

is in good repair. 

IIShould t1~e :field be good and the siraw straight, you cannot distinguish 
beiween the iron of the machine, the blood and bone of the horse, and the 
man. They form one happy piece of machinery." 

I wish your venture every success and trust most sincerely that this written 
record of even so small a period as a century in your long history may be to 
the younger generation and those who will follow, an inspiration and incentive 

toward further progress. 
Yours very truly, 

R. WEIR. 

* • .* .. 

FROM. THE HON. T. G. MURPHY 

Minister of the Interior, Canada. 

As you are aware, the first Jewish immigrants under a colonization scheme 

arrived in Western Canada some fifty years ago. 

May I extend congratulations to the Jewish people of Western 
Canada on the occasion of the dual celebration of the centennial 
of the granting of full civil and political freedom and of the jubilee 
of the arrival of the 'first group of Jewish immigrants in the West. 
The occasion is naturally one of gratitude and rejoicing, and I 
sincerely hope and trust that the Jewish people may draw from the 
commemoration of these two great events in their history renewed 
zeal for the achievement of the common cause. 

I understand that the first meeting 01 the Canadian Jewish Colonization 
Association was in the year 1907 on the eve of a very heavy influx of .r ews 
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