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THE lVIEASURE OF A NATION'S SUCCESS 

. . . 

A lVIESSAGE FROlVI TI-IE HON. JOHN BRACKEN 
Premier of lVIanitoba 

It is a remarkable fact in Canadian history that the right to full citizenship 
and complete equality with all other Canadians in the electoral franchise and 
all other civil rights and privileges was secured to the Jews on Canadian soil 
more than a quarter of a century earlier than to the Jews in Great Britain. 

As a historical background to the Canadian act of emancipation of the 
·Jews r a statute of the Legislative Assembly of the Province of Lower Canada, 
as the oldest portion of the Canada of today was then called, it is interesting 
to look back for a few moments to the beginning of the movement in Great 
Britain for the emancipation of the Jews. That Canadian statute of emancipa
tion became law on June 5th1 18321 one hundred years ago. In Great Britain 
it was not until the passing of the legislation of 1858-60 that the Jews obtained 
the full parliamentary rights which had been secured to them twenty-eight 
years earlier by that Canadian legislation. 

When Lionel Nathan Rothschild was elected in 1847 as a memher for the 
City of London, he could not take his seat in the House of Commons because 
the oath at that time was one which a Jew could not take. In 1851 another 
distinguished Jewish citizen of London, Alderman Salomons, was elected to 
another constituency of London, but for the same reason could not take his 
seat. Not until 1860, as already has been noted, was the oath to be taken by 
every newly elected member1 altered, and from that time Jewish members have 
sat in the House of Commons. In 1885 Baron Nathan Mayer Rothschild took his 
seat in the House of Lords1 the first Jew to become a member of that hereditary 
Upper Chamber of the Mother of Parliaments. 

Canadians, in looking back over the whole course of Canadian history, 
may justly take satisfaction in the knowledge that, while at differernt times 
there have beenl of course1 differences of opinion among citizens of our country 
. . ' 
never In any era from the earliest down through the whole course of the 
development of Canadian institutions and the building up of Canadian national 
unity has racial or religious prejudice flourished on Canadian soil so as to 
poison with prejudice the political thinking of the Canadian people. 

Among the elements of different l'~cial origin that have combined to form 
the Canadian nation) none has worked more faithfully' and steadfastly than the 
Jewish element to promote Canadian progress and welfare and prosperity. All 
Canadians can join in celebrating the hundredth anniversary which their Jew
ish fellow-Canadians are celebrating at this time. The Canadians of Western 
Canada have a special ground for joining in the celebration of another event 

. of Canadian history which happened fifty years ago and which makes the 
present year one of double jubilee for the Jewish people in Canada. It was in 
1882, just half a century ago, that the first group of Jewish immigrants arrived 
in the western half of the Dominion. In the decades that have passed since that 
date, the Jewish element among the citizens of Manitoba and other western 
provinces have maintained yvorthily. the traditions to which the Jewish citizens 
in Eastern Canada have likewise been faithful from the fU'st) and have played 
their part well in helping to stimulate and foster Canadian ideals and aid in 
the general advancement of the West. 

A nation is not I merely a land. It is more than that. It is the soul of the 
people. A nation is a body of people with governmental institutions of their 
own, who have lived together in a land which they love and in which their 
families have taken root. Material success is impo~tant but only as the neces
sary foundations on which \ to build better things. The measure of a nation's 
success is the amount that it contributes to the thought) the moral energy, the 
intelligent advancement, the happiness) the spiritual hope and consolation of 
mankind. The best citizen is the man whose life is guided by recognition of 
this great truth. It is of the highest importance that the young men at' this 
generation and the boys who are growing up, who will be the Canadian citizens 
of the years to come, should understand this conception and keep it always 
before them as the guiding star 01 their lives. The Jewish people, century after 
century, since the beginnings ',of history, have been steadfastly faithful to the 
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great truth that the world is built upon moral foundations. All Canadians 
hold and cherish in common the great inheritance from the history! of the JeWish 
people, who are making a valuable contribution to the national life of our 
country and will· contin~e to do so. 

JOHN BRACKEN 

* • • * 

PREMIER'S OFFICE, SASKATCHEWAN 

A MESSAGE FROM THE HON. J. lVI. ANDERSON 

Premier of Saskatchewan 

I appreciate very highly your kindness in inviting me to contribute to 
the columns of your 100 Anniversary Souvenir !lumber a short article dealing 
with the Jewish people. 

. ~ust a century ago (Canada achieved the distinction of being the first 
Brlt~sh c~untry to remove the disabilities which prevented the people of the 
JeWIsh f31th from sitting in legislative bodies. In 1807 Ezekiel Hart ,was elected 

, to the Legislature of Lower Canada for Three Rivers. He refused to take the 
oath ICon the faith of a Christian'\ and therefore was not permitted to take 
his seat. In 1832 a biil was passed by that Legislature removing this disability 
in r~spect to the Jews, but it was not until between'1858 and 1860 that they 
receIved full Parliamentary rights in England. Canada, therefore, was far in 
advance of the mother land ,in this respect. 

To the student of the world's history the Hebrew influence presents itself 
as p.er.haps the greatest of the human forces responsible for (the shaping of the 
destlIues of the human race. 

. From the Jew,th.e world learnt the elements of religion, of goverrunent) of 
hte~aturel an,d of hygIene. Our morality is still measured by the commandments 
whl.ch Moses brought out of the thunder-smitten cloud of Sinai' and modern 
gemus 'with all its ages of dd d . h ' . . a e experIence as not excelled in poetic fervour 
the songs of praIse rrused by David amid the hills of Palestine. 

.The history of the children of Israel records vicissitudes ahnost incredible. 
TheIr country was ravaged by h t'I' d h . os 1 e mva ers, t ell" homes destroyed and their 
altars desecrated. They were the bondmen of Eg t· th . d h' f Itt. . '1 yp, ey pralse t e songs 0 
amen a Ion In eXl e by the waters of Baylon' anCI th . t k d t 

the martial tread of the legions of the' Imperial C eIr codunthrry rohc ~ 110 

th . d aesarj an aug It a , 
ey remame a race apart-the "peCUliar people of their G d'" Th 

riated and adapted the culture the arts the th dO. ey approp
their conquerors a d f th I' ,me 0 s arid the learning of 

n a e peop es amongst whom the ·1 d ·th t 
confusion of racial ident't d.th '. y were eXl e , yet WI ou 
or their religious tenets. 1 y an WI out ImpaIrment I of their national traditions 

The Pharoahs o£ the Nile are remembered b th· 
all its glory is as a tale that is told' th t Yf eIr tombs; Babylon and 
vanished power' and tra . t ,e s ory 0 Rome is but a record of 

nSlen conquest· broken c 1 d d . d . 
commemorate Hellenic . '1' t' ' 0 anna e an rume portIco 

CIVI lZa lOnj while triumph' g 11 h" . d 
of time with racial identit . . 1 t. m . a over t e VICISSltu es 

, y mvlO a e, theIr tradition and th' t h d 
the He brew race stand ama " th 1 ell' ongue une ange , 

ng. e peop e of the earth . Id' 'd 
ing influence on the destini f th' Wle mg an ever Wl en-es 0 e natIons. 

History does not furnish a parallel D . 
despised, downtrodden persec'ut d d' d rIve? homeless from their native land, 

, e an espolled the d I bl ·b 
tions to every country in which the so' ~ rna e va ua e contrl u-
arms, in which they had nohl t dY ' Journed. Demed at first I the practice of 

e ra ItlOns they f ht th d finance so I well that some of th b ' aug e battle of trade an 
, em ecame th I d' fin 

Rothschild and Hirsch the c fid t e ea mg anciers of the world. 
modern times, are bu; the suocn 

1 an s a£nd bankers of Kings and Ru1er~ of 
cessorsothea·tM· d the gallows' of Haman to b th nClen ordecal, who escape 

Ahasuerus. ecome e advisor and administrator of King 

For centuries the Jews were den' d .. 
every' country of Europe. A branch ~~ t~IVll :iberty and persecuted in almost 

e prmcely House of Judah was long 
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always the refuge of the persecuted and the oppressed. ?ne o£ their n~be: 
is said to have sold sponges in the streets of London. HiS son Isaac Dlsraeh, 
wrote books and the grandson of the immigrant became First Minister of 
the Crown i~ the land of his adoption. It was he who, applying the shrewd 
business acumen of his race, acquired control of the Suez Canal for Britain 
and thus secured a highway to India. It was his policy and his efforts that added 
the title "Empress of India" to those already borne by Queen Victoria . 

To those of us who live in the Overseas Dominion, the name of Benjamin 
Disraeli, Earl of Beaconsfield, will always be remembered with gr~titude. a~d 
respect. He laid' the foundations of the present system of equal natIons wlthm 
the Empire. British statesmen regarded the Colonies as liabilities and not as 
assets to be tolerated but hardly considered. Disraeli saw Britain's Colonial 
Empi~e in its true perspective, and cultivated among the people of Britain 
an Imperial mindedness, that prepared the way for the establishment of the 

units of the overseas Empire as they exist today. 

People of the Hebrew race were early in Canada, and during the French 
regime some of them were engaged in the commerce of the country and 
Chevalier de Levis, a great French captain during the war for Canada, is 
said to have sprung from Jewish family ennobled in France . 

Jewish immigration to the Prairie country was only ante-dated by that of 
the Mennonites and Icelanders. Hardly had the first transcontinental railway 
pushed its way across the plains until it was carrying a party of Hebrew 
immigrants who settled on a tract of land near Wapella1 in what is now the 

Province of Saskatchewan. 

These immigrants from the shops and stores of Central Europe. ~et them
selves dow'n to carve homes from the wilderness. Language and condltlons were 
foreign to them, but with rare courage they exchanged yardstick and scales f~: 
the axe and pitchfork of the pioneer, and in due time won success from hardship 
and striving. Some of them after a while hoved to the cities, and amongst those 
wh have achieved marked success in finance and commerce are the sons 
oR' R . and grandsons of the original Hebrew immigrants from USSlR, oumanla, 

and other European countries. 

Many of the later Jewish settlers in the west were financed through the 
munificent benefactions of Baron Hirsch, who contributed more than ten mil
lions of pounds (said to be the largest charitable trust known to history) 
towards the establishment of persecuted people of his own race upon the land 

on the Continent of America. 

Amongst the most distinguished Jewish families who have been identified 
with Canada is included that of de Sola. Clarence de Sola was born in Canada 
in 1858, and was one of the founders of the Zionist movement. 

The name of S. W. Jacobs who represents the Cartier Division of Montreal 
in the Canadian House of Commons also comes to mind. He is an able 1 and 
brilliant lawyer with an international reputation. Lyon. Cohen i:" Mo~t~~al 
has become known throughout the Dominion for his phi1ant~oplC actlvltIes 
and there are representatives of the race in all the lear~ed professions besides 
men prominent in almost every form of business endeavour. 

It is in English speaking countries that the genius of the Hebrew seems to 
secure its fullest expression. The great banking firm of Rothschild after more 
than a hundred years still remains a dominant factor in British financial ,affairs, 
and a daughter of the house married one of the most brilliant noblemen of his 
time who succeeded the great Gladstone as Prime Minister. The Earl of Rose
berry's biographer describes the marriage as the alliance of a British ar.istocrat 
with a member of the most influential family in the world. DespIte her 
marriage into one of the proudest of British Houses, Hannah) Countess of 
Roseberry, remained in the practice and profession of the ancient faith of her 

people until her death. 

Another notable figure in Jewish modern annals was Sir Moses Montefiore, 
a Sheriff of the City of London, knighted in the first year of Queen Victoria's 
reign1 who spent the most part of a life which exc.eeded a century, in sple~did 
endeavour on behalf of suffering members of hIS own race. Lord ReadIng, 
one of the greatest of British pro-consuls and a member of the present Govern
ment, belongs to this indomitable people, and some of the most learned and 
able of the British jurists are also of the same race. 

In art, in literature, in science, in the learned professions names are always 
appearing in the foremost ranks that indicate the Jewish racial identity of 

their owners. 

And now at the last, under the aegis of Great Britain, the descendants of 
Abraham in 'this day and generation, are seeing the fulfillment of a divine 
promise and' of prophecy, and from every part of the world are gathering in 
to all the coasts of Israel. Once more the ancient land upon which the eyes 
of the dying Moses dwelt, the land where the Ark of the Covenant rested, where 
Solomon built his temple to the glory of the Lord of his people, where DaVId 
the "man of war" ruled in regal splendour-that country, which in the days 
of wandering and stress was always referred to by the exile as the Uland of 
our fathers" is becoming once more the home of the "chosen people." 

Truly may it be said that the Jews are a most wonderful people and that 
they have just cause for rejoicing on this the 100th anniversary of the granting 

of their Canadian citizenship. 

J. M. ANDERSON 
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FROM THE HON. J. E. BROWNLEE 

Premier of Alberta 

It is indeed a ~nique privilege and one which I hasten to accept, 
to be given the opportunity of extending greetings to the Jewish 
people of Canada on the occasion of this anniversary) which com
memorates the granting of full British citizenship to those of the 
Jewish race. We cannot but rejoice in the part which has since 
been played by the Jews in the development of the Dominion, 
recognizing as we do the many fine qualities which they have con
tributed to the enrichment of the character of our national life. 

I am pleased to join with others in expressing the sincere desire 
that the Jewish people may continue to prosper in Canada and that 
their contribution to the development of a better understanding and 
mutual goodwill among all the races which make up our l?opula
tion, may be increasingly important as the years go by. 

j, E. BROWNLEE. 

• * • * 
FROlVI THE HON. GEO. HENRY 

Premier of Ontario 

It is difficult in the light of current opinion and knowledge, to 
realize that in the early days of Canada civil and political rights 
were denied to a portion of the population on racial and religious 
grounds. Yet we are reminded that these privileges were not enjoyed 
by Jews in this country until 1832. That was the year in which the 
great Reform Act was passed in the United Kingdom. Knowing 
what has taken. place during the past century, we cannot fail to 
appreciate the value to the Empire of the enlightened policy to
wards our fellow citizens of Jewish origin, which was inaugurated 
a century ago. This policy has given to Great Britain its foremost 
Imperial leader, and many able statesmen. It has also enlisted the 
cordial co-operation of a wide-spread and brilliant race of people 
who are worthy and law-abiding citizens, and contribute largely 
to the prosperity and well being of the state. This historic incident 
reminds us that the spirit of generous toleration has contributed in 
the past greatly to the strength and stability of the Empire, and it 
encourages the hope that it will continue to be the bulwark of 
British freedom throughout the ages. 

GEO. HENRY. 

* "' * " 
FROM THE RON. J. HINCHCLIFFE 

lVIinister of Education, Provo of British Columbia 

I acknowledge receipt of your letter of May 14th. I am sorry 
that I am not in a position to prepare an article for the number of 
your paper that you intend to publish in the near future. It seems 
to me that it would require a great deal more detailed knowledge 
than I possess to write an article that would be of real use. 

I can say) however, that some of my most valued friends are 
members of Jewish communities in this western cOWltry. I have 
been impressed by their intense loyalty to each other) and the 
spirit of mutual help and fraternity that is found amongst them. 
They appear to have escaped from becoming dominated by the idea 
of purely person,al' advancement regardless of the welfare of the 
other members of their community. Just so long as the fraternal 
spirit which they have displayed during the years gone by per
meates the community, just so long will they stand, as they do today, 
as a respected and dependable section of the population. 

J. HINCHCLIFFE 
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