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FROM ROSS MITCHELL, M.D. 
President Manitoba Medical Association 

As President of the Manitoba Medical Association, an organiza
tion which include~ many Jewish doctors, may I congratulate the 
Jewish citizens of Manitoba on the double anniversary occuring in 
1932. One hundred years have passed since the civil disabilities of 
Jews in Canada were removed and :filty years ago saw the arrival 
of the first group of Jewish immigrants to the Canadian West. The 
Canadian of today can boast, and rightly so, that Canadian citizzen
ship means equal rights and privileges for all, irrespective of race 
or creed. The influx of members of the oldest race on earth threw 
into the melting pot of Western Canada a new element which will 
make its presence felt in the refined metal. 

For there is much in the Jewish character to strengthen and 
enrich any nation. Reverence for old age, strength of family ties, 
capability of self-sacrifice of members of a family in order to permit 
the more gifted brother or sister to advance, temperance, patience 
and long-suffering in adversity, love of education and of the fine 
arts, and the sense of obligation to help another of the race who 
may be in poverty or distress-all these are pure gold. The Jew 
brings with him as an antidote to the restlessness and impatience, 
the eagerness for results, of the Occident something of the unchang
ing nature, the unalterable calm, of the Orient. 

In the fifty years that have elapsed' since the first Jews came 
to Winnipeg we have seen them, or their descendants, take their 
place in legislative halls, in the learned professions, in the schools 
and universities, in the fields of music and drama as well as in 
business and finance. In short, Jew and' Gentile meet as equals 
and learn to respect each other. In the short space of fifty years 
Jews, coming in some instances from homes of poverty, have risen 
to a position of affluence and have so used their means to help 
their fellow men, Christian and Jew alike, as justly to earn the 
name of philanthropist. 

In the field of medicine, and particularly since the time that 
universities have been opened to Jews, metnbers of that race have 
made notable contributions. The Jew is a philosopher. He loves to 
enquire into causes, and he inherits the great lore of preventative 
medicine which Moses gave his people. These fit him particularly 
for research. In the dark days of the Middle Ages Jewish and 
Arab physicians handed on the the torch kindled by Hippocrates and 
Galen. Maimonides (Moses ben Maimon) was the court physician 
to the Sultan Saladin, and may have been the prototype of the hakim 
who cured King Richard the Lion Heart, as Scott relates in "The 
Talisman." In modern medicine one need mention only sUlZh names 
as Ehrlich and Metchnikoff in the very first class, and Henle, Cohn
heim, Weigert, Romberg, Freud, Neisser, Hebra, Kaposi and Unna 
of only slightly lesser brilliance to show what have been the 
medical achievements of the Hebrew race. 

Let us hope that in the University of Manitoba there are, even 
at this date, students who like those mentioned will make discoveries 
great, far-reaching and capable of helping the whole human race. 

ROSS MITCHELL, MD., 

, * . * , 

FROM W. GEORGE WRIGHT 
President, Rotary Club of Winnipeg 

President. 

The Rotary Club of Winnipeg takes pleasure in extending to 
the Jewish People of Canada, felicitations on the remarkable progress 
they have made since being granted the same privileges and rights 
enjoyed by all British Subjects, an Act- covering which I under
stand was assented to April 12th, 1832, and the Royal, Assent 
signified by proclamation on June 5th, 1832. 

On the eve of the hundredth anniversary of this event, we 
most thoroughly appreciate the wonderful contribution made by the 
Jewish People to the development of this great Dominion of ours, 
and how loyal they are to their religion, how adl;nirable in their 
home life and the wonderful respect the Jewish youth have for their 
elders. 

We are deeply conscious of your good-will and we believe 
you are equally conscious of ours. Our history and geography 
have imposed on us differences in duties and responsibilities, but 
if we all work together we can achieve almost any objective we 
set our minds to. 

The world wide depression has naturally presented to us all 
unusual difficulties. The menace of unemployment has given rise 
to an interest in economic affairs. All ,of us must face the problems 
which the situation involves. 

Therefore, let us all take an inspiration of a hope, of .a conviction, ' 
that the better understanding of each other will ensure the continu
ance of a peace l of a good-will, that must endure forever. 

W. GEORGE WRIGHT, 
President. 
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FROM JAS. E. BLOOMER 
President Saskatchewan Medical Association 

On this the 1DDth Anniversary of the Canadian Parliament 
passing the act whereby the Jewish peo~~e were. grant:d. Equal 
Rights and Privileges enjoyed by all Bnilsh subJects, lt 15 only 
fItting that this should be commemorated this year. 

It emphasizes thc wisdom and farseeing Policy of Parliament 
of that date. They recognized, that to build a great nation in Canada 
the foundation had to be firmly laid on British Rights to all who 
are admitted to her shores. 

The Jews on their part have justified the faith that was placed 
in them, by taking their place in all avenues of the life of the 
country whether agricultural, industrial, professional, field of battle 
or on the floors of legislatures t("l build a country worthy of the 
name and maintain British Freedom to all. 

JAS. E. BLOOMER, M.D. 
President. 

, * • • 

FROM D. CAMERON 

President Winnipeg Board of Trade 

What shall I say about our Jewish friends and the contribution 
they are making in the building up of our City and the West? 

A wealth, unmeasurable, in art, science, and the professions 
has been added to our common stock by our Jewish fellow citizens. 

The lore, the music, the brains, of many older countries coming 
to us during the past fifty years of Jewish immigration has added 
its quota to the Canadian culture now making itself visable in our 
midst. 

It is my sincere wish that success crown their efforts, as well 
as all others, in building up a "Bigger and Better" united Canada. 

• • • • 

D. CAMERON, 
President. 

FROM J. M. DAVIDSON 

Secretary, Manitoba Industrial Development Board 

I am sure that your proposed Jubilee Number will be a valuable 
record of Jewish endeavors in the West. 

As to your question regarding the part which Jewish people 
have played in the development of industry in Manitoba, I can 
only say that if the citizens generally showed the individual initiative 
that has been shown during the past few years by Jewish people in 
the development of industrial enterprises, this province would soon 
become a great industrial area. In a number of industrial groups in 
Greater Winnipeg, Jewish people are leading the way in develop
ment .an~ I belie.ve they will continue to playa prominent part in 
estabhshmg the mdustrial prestige of the province. 

J. M. DAVIDSON, 

* * • 

FROM DR. D. GARNET LECKIE 

President Kiwanis Club of Winnipeg 

Secretary. 

At first I intended to extend my congratulations to the Jewish 
people on the Hundredth Anniversary of the g t t th f 
h "1 ran 0 em 0 

t e pnVI eges and rights enjoyed by British sub' t btl' d . 1 I· Jec s, U lmme ~ 
late y rea lzed that when these rights and "1 1m . ' pnVl eges were ac ow-
ledged as belongmg to the Jewish people, it was a belated acknow
ledgement .. They were _ given only those things which they were 
already enlltled to by vrrtue of their contrib t" t h If f 
th B ·t· h I u Ions 0 t e we are 0 e rI IS peop e. 

The Jewish people 01 Can d h . .. . a a ave proved worthy of theIr CItIzen-
ship and to one who is the lead f' . . er 0 a serVIce club, theIr traditional 
loyalty to their 0v.:n people and the way they look after those who 
are in need or afflIcted among them makes t I ' a s rong appea . 

I am glad to join with y . thO h . . . . ou m 1S appy anniversarry of both 
the glVlng of pnvlleges and rights to th J . hId I 1 
the arrival in Western Canad f th fie eWlS peop e an a so 0 

a 0 erst group of Jewish citizens. 

I ·(c .. 

DR. D. GARNET LECKIE, 
President. 
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FROM COL. F. G. TAYLOR, K.C. 

Leader of the Conservative Party in Manitoba 

On the occasion of the 50th Anniversary of the first real influx 
of Jewish Settlers into this Province, and the 100th Anniversary of 
the Act declaring persons professing the Jewish Religion to be '. 
entitled to all the rights and privileges of the other subjects of His 
Majesty in Canada, I feel greatly honored as Leader of the Con
servative Party of Manitoba in expressing, both on my own behalf 
and on behalf of the Conservative Party of Manitoba my sincere 
congratulations to my fellow citizens' of the Jewish faith on the 
noble part they have played in the social, communal and political 
life of our Province. 

The Jewish people have always taken an active and intelligent 
interest in the affairs of the countries where they have been given 
the full privileges of citizenship. Nowhere has this been better ex
emplified than in the British Empire which has produced suc~ out
standing statesmen as Benjamin Disraeli, Sir Herbert Samuels, Lord 
Reading and Sir Isaac Isaacs of Australia . 

I am very confident that the Jewish people of Canada will con
tinue to play an ever-increasing role in the social and political life 
of our country and continue to make their great contribution as 
they have done in the past. 

COLONEL F. G. TAYLOR, K.C. 

• * • • 

FROM MR. RALPH MA YBANK, M.L.A. 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 

The centennial celebration of the granting of civil rights in 
Canada to the Jewish people is deserving of the prominence with 
which it is being featured this year. 

It is, perhaps, to the credit of Canada that at no time since 
this country became a British possession have the Jews suffered 
from the civil vagaries and sectarian fanaticism that they have' ex
perienced in so many other countries of the world. When Wolfe 
defeated Montcalm on the Plains of Abraham Jews were settled in 
Canada and enjoyed a measure of civil freedom. Indeed, their first 
congregation was founded in Montreal in 1768. When we realize 
that their complete emancipation in Canada dated from 1832 and 
that it was not until 1858 that civil disabilities were removed from 
the Jews in England we can understand something of the love of 
country that Canadian Jews have so often demonstrated for our 
Dominion. 

And yet, the very word "emancipation," as applied to any racial 
or religious group, strikes a strange note on the ears of any thinking 
individual in this day of political liberty. It is all the more incom
prehensible when such a term should be necessary in reference to 
a people whose contribution to the civilization of the world even 
approximates that of the Jewish people. 

It is to the Jews that the world is indebted for acting as the 
custodian of that great Hebrew heritage which comes to us through 
so many different channels. And how rich that heritage is! 

From the Babylonians it comes, with their knowledge of city 
organization, their science of building, of irrigations, of brick-m;::\king, 
their art of sculpture and of gem-cutting. 
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From the Egyptians it comes with their science of medicine, 
astronomy and mathematics, of engineering and the use of metals. 

From the Phoenicians it comes with their alphabet, their knowl
edge of commerce and their science at deep sea navigation. 

These are all definitely a part of the Hebrew heritage and the 
world should remember and be grateful. 

But more important than all these are two contributions still 
to be mentioned. One is in the realm of religion at:td ethics, and 
the other in the realm of social justice. 

All the great moral religions of the world are Hebraic in their 
origin: J~daism, Mohammedanism and Christianity. It is of profound 
significance that these are the religions of some thousand millions 
of the human race today. 

The final contribution from the Hebrew world and perhaps the 
greatest we might mention is that of social justice. Under the very 
heel of the many despotisms which wielded their crushing power 
over the tiny strip of land called Palestine, there grew and blossomed 
a tiny flower, "precious as any poppy that blows in Flanders fields." 
It was the flower of human freedom, of the rights of man, of the 
possibility of self-determination, of the duty of brotherhood. Cen
turies before the Christian era those great prophets of Israel spelled 
out the principles of social justice and of political freedom which 
still govern man's relationship to man in this so-called modern world. 

These are some of the reasons why I say that the Jewish people 
of Canada do well to commemorate any anniversary which marks a 
forward step in the "emancipation/' not of themselves merely, but 
of mankind in its age-long struggle for freedom and justice. 

RALPH MAYBANK. 

• • • * 

FROM PROF. E. GUTHRIE PERRY 

Winnipeg, Manitoba 

On the 17th of June, fifty years ago, our family arrived in 
Winnipeg from Eastern Canada. 

It must have been about the same time, that the first colony of 
Hebrews also came, as I remember, among our neighbors and school 
chums were the Biebers, Wertheims, Frankfurters, Finkelsteins, Tap
pers, and others. 

As one looks back upon the years and sees how the Winnipeg 
of Today grew out of the Winnipeg of Yesterday, he cannot but be 
impressed with the fact, that not only did the religion and ethics 
of Ancient Israel but also the industry, idealism and benevolence 
of her younger sons contributed much to the moral and commer
cial stability of Western Canada. 

In one respect especially, the Hebrew like the Scot is pre
eminent, the care and importance, attached by them to a good and 
thorough education. No one connected with this type of work, can 
but be impressed, with the sacrifices both parent and child are pre
pared to make, in order that the rising generation may be fitted 
adequately to understand and meet the problems of their day. The 
University degree of many a Hebrew boy and girl is a monument 
of what may be accomplished, in spite of difficulties, where there 
is lofty purpose and a worthy goal. 

Today the Hebrew, scattered abroad, with deepest emotion sings 
his Hattikwah. In some sense some day that Hope will be realized 
Yet one cannot but feel as he passes "Gods Acre'.' where rests the 
dust of the Hebrew Pioneers to the Western Plains, that in a very 
true Sense, they have made this part of Canada forever a part of 
their uPromised Land" and have done their share in helping this 
new land to realize, "How good and how pleasant it is for brethern 
to dwell together in unity" because conscious of the fact, that how
ever different our national or reiigious origins may have been yet 
after all, we are all the children of one Heavenly Father. 

As the Hebrew Community of Winnipeg journeys towards the 
Land of its Hopes and Prayers, though not of the House of -Aaron, 
yet I can sincerely pray, "That the Lord may bless and keep you, 
That the Lord may make his face shine upon you and be gracious 
to you, That the Lord may lilt up his countenance upon you and 
give you peace." 

Enriched with the gracious memories and the warm friendships 
of fifty years, I am, 

Gratefully and sincerely yours, __ 

E. GUTBRIE PERRY 


