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Page 48 lOOth ANNIVERSARY, JEWIS H EMANCIPATION IN CAN ADA 

Leading Editors Greet the Double Event 

FROM MR. J. W. DAFOE 
Editor-in-Chief, the Manitoba Free Press 

The commemoration, by the publication of a special issue by 
the Israelite Daily Press, of the one hundredth anniversary of legis
lation by a Canadian province removing the legal disqualifications 
from which the Jews in Canada-and elsewhere' in the world
suffered, is a happy circumstance. It is an illustration of that qual
ity for which Hebrews have always been noted, of bearing in loyal 
remembrance acts of justice and toleration of which they have been 
the recipients; and the act thus commemorated is one of which 
Canada has the right to be justly proud, The old province of 
Lower Canada has on two counts a notable place in the history of 
religious toleration. It saw nearly half-a-century before the eman
cipation of the Roman Catholics in Great BritainJ an extension of 
civil and political rights to Roman Catholics by virtue of an Imperial 
Act; and it was a legislature controlled by the electors thus eman
cipated that extended these rights to the Jews twenty-five years 
before similar legislation was enacted by the Parliament of Great 
Britain. 

These two landmarks in our history were significant of the 
spirit of toleration and religious understanding, which is one of 
Canada's outstanding characteristics. The instances of religious per
secution in our history were so limited in number and are so 
remote of time that they have faded from the popular memory; 
and there is now universal acceptance 01 the view that there must 
be no legal and political disability attached to the profession of any 
religious faith. The people of Canada will be grateful to their Jew
ish fellow-citizens for having, by their celebration of the anniversary 
of emancipation, recalled to their memory an event in the history 
in which they should take pride. 

EDITORIAL COMMENT IN THE 

"VANCOUVER SUN" 

The Jews of Canada are celebrating the hund
redth anniversary of the passage of that act which 
gave those of the Hebrew religion in this country 
the rights and privileges of all British SUbjects. 

So splendid has been the contribution of the 
Jews to the upbuilding of this country that non
Jews will rejoice to recall that act of simple jus
tice, but blush to recall the media vel bigotry that 
made this process of restitution necessary. 

Even British citizenship, great as it is, could not 
have been an overwhehning favor to a race that 
long since achieved the citizenship of the World. 

That world citizenship possessed by the Jewl to 
the exclusion, until late years, of a landed nation
alism of his own, has been the source of the Jew's 
greatest grief. It has also been the source of his 
greatest strength. 

For if the Jew has been unable to enjoy the 
somewhat hysterical pleasures of patriotism, he 
has also been free from the blinding, benighting 
and narrowing prejudices of patriotism. 

In a world of national hatred and national big
otries, his has been a mind unfettered. His think
ing has been unclouded by the pitiful prejudices 
of nationalism. His reasoning has been pure. 

This has been a strength to him, a tremendous 
strength. 

But it is not alone the reason for his rise, 
against so many o.bstacles, to unfailing eminence 
in those countries where he has lived. 

For the pow~r of the J e:w is as much sentimen
tal as mental, much more spritual than financial. 

The natural and fundamental function of the Jew 
is prophecy, in the broadest and finest meaning 
of the word, 

Down through all the prophets with whom non
Jews become acquainted in their Old Testament 
to that greatest prophet Jesus, the Jew is pictured 
as a man rising in protest agalnst injustice, op
pression an~, tyranny. 
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His voice has been the voice of suffering hum
anity seeking God-and pointing the way to God. 

Nor does this faculty seem to have faded as the 
race emerges into modern times. Spinoza and ~ll 
those other giants of later Jewry have in their 
writings that same note of protest, that same re
gard for humanity-a capacity for suffering, a cap
acity for compassion and a poignant ability to 
make that suffering and that compassion articu
late. 

With Karl Marx, one of the greatest of all Jews 
and one of the greatest of all men, this faculty 
reaches the point of shaping and picturing a new 
social system. 

These are some of the flowerings, with a long 
succession of famous musicians, artists and finan
ciers, of a race which Canada, one hundred years 
ago, graciously admitted to British citizenship. 

Canadians, in that act, did the Jews a justice, 
did themselves an honor. 

• • • • 
EDI'l'ORIAL COMMENT IN THE 

"EDMONTON JOURNAL" 

One hundred years ago this month the royal 
assent was given to legislation which declared 
that all persons professing the Jewish religion 
were entitled to the same rights and privileg 
in Canada as other subjects of His Majest~~ 
The centenary of their attainment of this statu 
is being celebrated by the Jewish_ peopl: 
throughtout the dominion. Just fifty years later 
the first of them arrived in the west and th' . ~ 
annIversary will be. associated here with the other 
Both events deserve to be recalled in such a man~ 
ner as to impress their importance and the neces_ 
sary steps towards that end have been taken. 

The Israelite Daily Press 01 Winnipeg is issuing 
a souvenir number to commemorate the doubl 
~ubil~e. It will cove~ every phase of Jewish activit; 
~ this country durmg the past century and part
Icularly what has been accomplished in the west
ern provinces. That it will be prized greatly b 
those directly concerned in the record goes with: 
out saying. But in addition it promises to be of 
great value from a oroad Canadian standpoint 
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through putting into permanent form what this 
largE:: and growing element of our citizenship has 
done and 1S doing in the building up of the national 
structure. 

A large volume of congratulations and good 
wishes must go out from their fellow-Canadians 
to the participants in these celebrations. 

... ... ... * 

EDITORIAL COMMENT IN THE 
"WHIG STANDARD" KINGSTON, ONT. 

One Hundred Yers Ago-in 1832-the Canadian, 
Parliament passed an act granting Jews all the 
privileges and rights enjoyed by British subjects. 
In 1882, 01' just 50 years ago, the first group of 
Jewish immigrants arrived in Western Canada. To 
commemorate this double event The Israelite , 
Daily Press, of Winnipeg, under the direction of 
H. E. Wilder and Max Mains, is producing an 
Anniversary Souvenir Book, presenting the his
tory of Canadian Jewry for the past 100 years and 
particularly the Jewish achievements in Western 
Canada for the past 50 years. The publishers state 
that this book will cover every phase of Jewish 
activity, and will include special sections such as: 
Religious and Social Life; Education and Culture; 
Industry; Commerce; Finance; Agriculture, etc" 
and contain articles contributed by many eminent 
Canadians, whose activities give them special quali
fications for the formation and expression of par
ticularly interesting views. The publication 'is to be 
~n English and in Jewish, presenting both the JeW-
1sh and the Gentile appraisal of the contributions 
the Jewish people have made in the past 100 years 
-and continue to make-to the development of 
Canada. 

The Israelite Daily Press of Winnipeg is to be 
congratulated on its enterprise and foresight in 
planning thus to make such a notable contribU
tion to the history of, and incentive to, a better 
understanding of Jewish problems in the West. 
It .thus enables Jewish people themselves, and 
theIr Gentile friends and neighbors, to better 
understanding of common problems and to so 
knit together common efforts as t~ promote a 
greater love for, and devotion, to Canada. 

50th ANNIVERSARY, JEWISH SETTLEMENT IN WESTERN CANADA· Page 49 

, :-,; ::~. 

, "'- '~;:, FROM MR. F. N. SOUTHAM 
President of the 'Southam Publishing Co., Montreal 

:,', I appreciate your courtesy in permitting me, through your Souvenir issue 
, '. :to send a message to the Jewish people. It is indeed a notable anniversary that 

.- ~rings into simultaneous celebration the establishment of the political equality 
: ,'i of _Jews in Canada, one hundred years ago, and the arrival in Western Canada 

'-_~,f the first group of Jewish immigrants, fifty years later. 

-', :,,'}::" I think it not unlikely that these two historic events, although separated 
i';.'jj'y half a century were related to each other. The act of the Canadian Parliam

-).:';~nt of 1832 declared Hpersons professing the Jewish religion entitled to the 
. +}~~ights and privileges of other subjects of His Majesty." That was a "Magna 

_:,)~~~l~~harta" of religious liberty, proclaimed by Canada. One can ~magine how even 
-. (,',;'i\'.in those days of slow communication the word of Canada's religious tolerance 

:\_~~;'inged its way around the world. 
.. , .,:,-';". One can imagine how it would inspire among persecuted peLple in other 

lands a desire to live in such a country and how this desire eventually expressed 
',: ',<:1tsel£ in the movement from European countries to Canada. That the influx of 

: ->':Jews into Western Canada in 1882 was a definite part of this ~ovement, is, I 
,'think, altogether probable. 

"':-',' " :_.: Is there not a lesson to be taken from the co-relation of these two historic 
· - ::~vents? I think there is one, and one ,0£ great value to any country that will 
, ',>_honestly apply it. Tolerance, implying religious and political freedom, is not an 

'" ;\2~cademic thing expressing itself only in word and parchment. It is a living 
':".;:~_lorce enriching the nation that embraces it not only in a spiritual sense, but in 
· ::,,~,'fhose things that make for material welfare. 

-;y, : 
, ':; :-~.;;\ -

I;, : Canada has been enriched by the measure which did justice to her Jewish 
:::.':-,citizens a hundred years ago. It brought to her shores thousands of Jews whose 

:', 'activities have been an important factor in the country's progress and without 
c doubt it brought many thousands of others of new Jewish faith who were equally 

"::':::hnpressed with Canada's proclamation of religious and political freedom. 
, , . . 

_.' . _<' It should be the hope of all of us that other countries less given to the spirit 
, ,: ;--"}:-'~f tolerance will come to realize that it is a precious national asset. Let us hope 

, " .. :,that they may look upon it not only as something morally right, hut as an ex
'~':'<',-pedient conducive to a nation's material prosperity . 

• 
--:: ;;, - Incidentally, I think there is something for our Canadian people to remember 
· ,,;,J when they look back with pride, as they have a right to do, upon their act of 

".' -justice to the Jewish people a hundred years ago. They may fairly remember 
'I " that an act, even a great act of tolerance, is not complete within its statutory 

':--" -- confines. The spirit behind it is something to be cherished and nourished through 
the years. It has no stopping place at half century or century milestones. It 

, '- ,::_ must be carried on. 

And so I think that our Canadian forbears, having built so well a hundred 
.: .years ago, we of the present generation and those who follow us, should go on 

-" __ , building-building into the confidence, respect and friendly understanding of the 
, , :-,Jewish people. Doing so we may be assured that the spirit we give will be re
:,,:';'turned to us and out of it all come a finer Canadian citizenship. 

'" Most cordially do I felicitate the Jewish people on the anniversaries they are 
'-celebrating this year. I know the useful part they have played in the pr?gress 
of Canada, and I am impressed with the cultural qualities that have gone hand 

':-' in hand with their material endeavors. 

I have in my circle of business and personal friends a number of Jewish 
-' citizens for whom I have high esteem, It is therefore in no position of aloofness, 
-', but in an understanding of Jews and Jewish qualities, learned by frienclly asso-
: ,; ciation with them, that I wish for them a still larger place in our Canadian citi
_' zenship, and a growing publIc appreciation of their worthiness. 

F, N. SOUTHAM. 

.', . 
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FROM JOHN M. IMRIE 

Editor, Edmonton Journal 

It is not alone the Jewish citizens of Canada who have an 
interest and a pride in the lOOth Anniversary of the passing by 
the Assembly of Lower Canada of legislation that gave to persons 
professing the Jewish religion all the rights and privileges of 

other citizens. 
Their feelings on this occasion are shared in some degree at 

least by all of their fellow-citizens who believe iIlj the fundamental 
principles of civil and religious liberty. To such it is a source 
of national pride that as far, back as 1832 the equality of status 
of the Jewish people in Lower Canada was so clearly defined. 

This action at so early a date in Canada's history has been 
abundantly justified by the subsequent record of the Jewish people 
in Canada and by the contribution they have made to the up
building of our national life. In my ovm city of Edmonton that 
contribution has been very large and impressive, both in its char
acter and in the variety of its manifestations. I have good reason 
to believe that many other communities throughout Canada have 
had a corresponding experience. 

I join most cordially and sincerely with a host 01 other non
Jewish people of Canada in extending felicitations and good wishes 
to our' fellow-citizens of the Jewish religion on this Anni.Y~rsary 
occasion. 

JOHN M, IMRIE, 
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EVENTS WORTHY OF RECORD IN OUR SCHOOL TEXT BOOKS 

FROM MR. M. E. NICHOLS 

Managing Director, Winnipeg Tribune 

I wonder how many lost chapters there may be in Canadian history-lost at 
any rate to the young readers of our history books, and known to a relatively 
small number of the Canadian people. This thought impressed itself upon me 
""hen I learned of the two notable anniversaries that the Jewish citizens of 
Canada are celebrating this year. Both of these historic events, it seemed to me, 
should have been recorded in our school text books. One of them at any rate
the Act of 1832, granting Jews in Canada the privileges and rights enjoyed by 
all British subjects-seemed to me to have an inspirational as well as an historic 

value. 

Why, th'en, should it not have a place in our history books, and so implanted 
in the minds of young Canadians, Jewish and non-Jewish, that it would help to 
develop in them that spirit of tolerance which is essential to_ a country like 
Canada with its complexities of race and religion? 

My own education, I admit, had been sadly. neglected respecting the Act of 
1832, the circumstances leading up to it and the far-reaching results that, flowed 
from it. It is a really epochal event in Canadian history, as I learned when I 
delved into the records and realized its true significance. 

Contributors to your Souvenir Issue will doubtless illumine the sequence of 
events which brought the political emancipation of the Jews,in Canada. It may 
not be amiss, therefore, if I refer to another aspect of it which touches England's 
treatment of the Jews and the granting of rights and privileges similar to those 
granted by Canada in the Act, of 1832. 

England has been traditionally friendly to the Jews. For some centuries, at 
any rate, she has shown toward them a friendly spirit which stood out in sharp 
contrast to the treatment of Jews in Continental Europe.' Since the time of 
Oliver Cromwell, when the ban against the Jewish people (placed upon them in 
the reign of Edward L), was lifted, the English people have prided themselves 
upon their friendly tolerance of those of the Jewish faith. 

What was my surprise, then, when I discovered that it was not England, but 
Canada, that led the way in granting the Jews the full benefits of political free
dom? Canada extended these rights and privileges in 1832. It was not till 1858 
that England extended a similar measure of justice. 

The history of this question of Jewish Emancipation in Britain gives striking 
proof of the obstinacy and tenacity of prejudice established by law, although no 
possible danger could arise to the British Constitution from the admission of 
Jews, as had already been amply proved. As early as 1835 Mr. Salomons had 
been elected Sheriff of London, and a special bill had been passed enabling him 
to act. In 1836 another Jew, Mr. Moses Montefiore, was also elected Sheriff of 
London, and was knighted by Queen Victoria in the very first year of her reign. 

British parliamentary life has been much enriched by the removal of the 
Jewish disabilities. It is only necessary to recall the brilliant parliamentary 
careers of Disraeli, of Mr. (afterwards Viscount) Goschen, Lord Reading, Sir 
Herbert Samuel and the late Lord Melchett, 

Canada is indebted to Ezekiel Hart for making an issue of the question as 
to whether, having been duly elected, a man should be disqualified from sitting 
in parliament merely on the ground of his religion. The Emancipation Act 
resulting from his courageous struggle for religious equality gives Canada the 
creditable distinction of being the first English speaking country, not excepting 
England herself, to establish for her Jewish citizens full political freedom. 

The fruits of those early struggles are to be seen in an act that adorns 
Canada's Statutes and has been the means of bringing to Canadian shores many 
thousands of people to whom religious tolerance was the light and the lure. 

, The achievements of the Jews in Canada admit of no contradiction or dis-' 
paragement. It is indeed unbelievable that the relatively small number of people 
of the Jewish faith should make themselves so strongly felt in the commercial 
and cultural life of the country, But this they have been able to do, and that 
fact alone indicates qua~ities that are of undeniable ,value to the state. 

In less enlightened days the Jew was tolerated. Today in Canada he is 
sought for-sought because of hi,S aptitude for business, his quest of knowledge, 
his steadiness of character and his infinite capacity for work. These qualities, 
long characteristic.of the Jewish people, are pronounced in the rising generation 
of Jews in Western .Canada. 

In the commercial life of Western Canada, our Jewish fellow-citizens have 
played an important part. Dur'ing the past few years they have paid special 
attention to the development of industries, producing articles hitherto not pro
duced here, and in general contributing their share towards the increase of our 
wealth and welfare. 

In the Western educational field, particularly, the ~ews have won for them
selvves an honored place, both in the high schools and universities, and in the 
music and art schools and dramatic clubs. 

The Jews have made admirable use 
ance and political freedom in Canada. 
respect and confidence which Canada 
Statutes, 

of the hundred years of religious toler
They have proved their right to the 

a century ago accorded them in her 

M, E.'NICHOLS . 
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