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FROM RALPH H. WEBB 
MayOl' of Winnipeg 

As one who is deeply interested in all that concerns the best 
interests of all our people in Canada, in Manitoba, and particularly 
of course in Greater Winnipeg, I was very glad to hear from you 
that your splendid and powerful daily paper is getting out a souvenir 
edition to commemorate the great double event of 1932: in the first 
place celebrating the lOath Anniversary of the Canadian Parliamenes 
action in granting to those of the Jewish faith all the privileges and 
rights enjoyed by all British subjects; and in the second place 
celebrating the 50th Anniversary of the arrival of the first group 
of Jewish immigrants in Western Canada. 

It is a good thing that not only the Jewish citizens of Canada, 
but all our people) should know more about these two great events 
in the history of the Jewish folks, and of this country; and I feel 
sure your special edition will do much to bring home to the people 
generally, the tremendous developments which have taken place 
throughout Canada since 1832. Also, making them realize the great 
contribiltions made by your people to the upbuilding of all parts of 
Canada l particularly Winnipeg and the West; and your splendid 
citizenship, for though you are not large in numbers you make up 
one of the most virile races of people in the world. 

No one appreciates more than I do, the wonderful qualities of 
•. )lir Jewish citizens; their splendid contributions to the culture of 
vur people] to the arts, music, and history; their leading part in 
the financial, industrial, and social life; their never-ending interest 
1n all things which concern the greater and broader development of 
'his country, especially the West; their respect for law and order; 
and particularly their never-failing interest and hard work on be
half of not only the Jewish people who may be in need of help and 
d.dvic.e, but of all our citizenship generally. 

Numbering as I do amongst my friends, men and women of the 
Jewish faith, not alone here in Winnipeg but in every part of this 
Dominion, some of whom served with me in the, Great War from 
1914 to 1918, it has been my privilege to know the ideas and ideals 
of the Jewish people; their great love of family; their loyalty to 
this country and to all that the great British race has' fought for and 
maintained throughout the centuries; and their respect for the 
traditions and ideals of the British race. I therefore feel that our 
people as a whole will join with me in extending to all the Jewish 
people a renewed hand or friendship and goodwill, with heartfelt 
thanks for all thev have contributed to the development of Canada 
during the past, and with an assurance that they will not only 
continue, but will put forth even greater efforts towards building 
up for the future of this great Dominion of ours. 

In doing so they will fight at all times to maintain all that the 
British Empire stands for, realizing l as they have in the past, that 
our living together in tolerance and goodwill leads to understanding 
and neighborliness, and the very highest form of citizenship can-
not help but be the result. . 

If the Jewish folk think they owe an undying gratitude and 
appreciation for what was done for them in 1832, I can assure you 
that weI who do not profess the Jewish faith but believe in the 
sam~ .principles and in the same Supreme Being who guides our 
desbmes, feel we owe to them - particularly the great leaders in 
all walks of life-an ever greater gratitude. 

• , 

RALPH H. WEBB, 
Mayor. 
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FROM LOUIS D. TAYLOR 
Mayor of Vancouver 

It gives me pleasure to wish, through your valuable paper 
success to the Jewish community of Western Canada in its com~ 
~emoration of the settlement of the first group of Jewish immigrants 
In the West. 

As one who has been in public life in British Columbia for 
many years, I cannot speak too highly of the fine conduct of our 
Jewi~h 'settlers.1 The~ are among our best citizens, and are promin ... 
ent m all walks of life. They have contributed not a little to th 
upbuilding of Vancouver and British Columbia. e 

1 am reminded that one of the first mayors of Vancouver and 
one of our great pioneers, was David Oppenheimer, to whose ~em-

ory the citizens of Vancouver erected a monument in Stanley Park. 
The annals of British Columbia's early history are replete with 
stories of the ~utstanding pioneering efforts of representatives of the 

Jewish race. 

As Mayor of Vancouver for eight years, I have been impressed 
wit the fine calibre o~ citizenship of Jewish people. It is significant 
that very few Jews l if any, are found on our civic relief list. The 
Jewish community in this regard has set a fine example in looking 
after its own people. Not only this, but I have found it generous in 
contributing to all public welfare activities. 

One hundred years ago the Canadian Parliament wisely granted 
Jews the privilege and rights enjoycd by all British subjects. None 
can say that Parliament made any mistake in this for the Jews 
have been law abiding l industrious and patriotic to' a degree. In this , 
they have followed the example of Jewish residents in Great Britain , 
where they have taken a leading part in the affairs of that\ country, 
even to occupying the high position of Prime Minister. I have no 
hesitation in saying that the British Jews the world over have sei 
an example of good citizenship to the people of other nationalities 
who have become naturalized Britishers. 

Permit me to wish all concerned success in your conunemora
tion ceremonies, and to congratulate you, Sir, on the leading part 
your valuable publication is taking in this movement. 

With kind personal regards, I am, 

LOUIS D. TAYLOR, 
Mayor. 

• • • • 

FROM W. J. STEWART 
Mayor of Toronto 

It is. with pleasure that I avail myself of the opportunity afforded 
by :he Issue of your Souvenir Number to extend greetings to the 
JeWIsh people of Western Canada. I am glad to be able to convey 
to them through your journal an expression of my good will. 

yve rejoice with them in the celebration of the One Hundredth 
~lversa~~ of the granting to the Jews, by the Canadian Parliament, 
oli full pnVlleges enjoyed by British subjects. 

th ': e ~eco~.ize the important contributions made in the past by 
e eWlsh cItlZens of our country towards th b 'ld' f t D .. e up- U1 mg a our 

grea. om~llon, and we observe with much satisfaction the in-
~~e~sl~gll eVidences ,of g~o.d understanding between your people and 
e~ e ow Canadian CItIzens. It is our desire that thi ·t 

contInue, and that we all ma h' s unl y may 
of the great Em' £ h' h y wort lly fulfil our part as citizens 

. plre 0 w IC we are proud to form a part. 

WI Ith every good wish for the happiness and prosperl'ty 
peop e, of your 

W. J. STEWART, 

, • • , 

FROM DANIEL K KNOTT 
Mayor of Edmonton 

Mayor. 

I take this opportunity of extendi 
Western Canada greetings of the C' ng to the Jewish people 01 
Hundredth Anniversary f th It: of Edmonton, on this the 
.d'h' 0 eextenslontoJ f .. an ng ts enJoyed by all B 'f h' ews a all prIVIleges 
Fiftieth Anniversary of th n 1: subJects in Canada, also on the 
. W e arl'lval of the fir J . In estern Canada It· fi st eWlsh immigrants 
t . IS very tting in 
wo events that you are publ' h' , commemoration of these 

be prized by the Jewish pe lSI mg th,S Souvenir issue which will 
op e and their friends in Canada 

The Jewish 1 . peop e have contributed 
advancement and up-buildin f W a great deal towards the 
Part d g 0 estern Can d , as goo citizens in the . 1 a a. They have taken 
m 't I ' SOCIa and politO I um y. am very glad of th lca life of the com-
appreciation of their contribut' e opportunity of saying a word of 

. Ion. 

I wish to extend, through the . 
my best wishes for the future well medIum of the Israelite Press, 
ern Canada. are of the JeWish people in West-

DANIEL K. KNOTT , Mayor. 
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FROM FERDINAND RINFRET 
Mayor of Montreal 
(Translated from French) 

Gladly do I join all the friends of your newspaper who desire 
to contribute to this special issue, and express their whole-hearted 
sympathy with your celebration. 

I regret that circumstances do not permit me to send you a 
more elaborate article, but I am sure that my sincerity will not 
appear less profound because expressed in but a few words. 

I am one of those who believe that the younger nations, if they 
would advance and progress, must add to the basic stock <>r their 
population, elements from without. This is what contributes to the 
increase of their numbers as well as to their wealth. 

There are periods of stress and storm-we are passing through 
such a period iust now-when we must cut down immigration, in 
order to be able to give the local population a chance to readjust 
itself to the difficult: but temporary, critical conditions we· are now 
facing. 

With the return of prosperity, however, we shall again see our 
population increase by the assimilation of foreign elements. 

What the United States has achieved l Canada, too, will. 

Jewish immigration has been one of the most abundant that 
we have absorbed. The Jewish people have a capacity for economy, 
energy, industry and temperance-qualities which deserve recog
nition. The Jews who came to live among us and whom we have 
welcomed to Canada, are good, law-abiding citizens. They are 
loyaly devoted to their families and many of them have attained 
the highest measure of success in commerce and industry. 

They are naturalized Canadian citizens. As such they are en
titled to the respect and goodwill of all. They constitute an important 
group of our Canadian population. 

The largest portion of Canadian Jews reside in Montreal. They 
may be assured of our whole-hearted consideration and our spirit 
of fair play. 

I am very glad indeed to join in their festivity and their cele

bration. 
FERDINAND RINFRET, 

Mayor. 

FROM J. E. UNDERWOOD 
Mayor of Saskatoon 

While originally founded as a Presbyterian Temperance colony, 
the City of Saskatoon situated on the banks of the· South Saskat
chewan River has developed into one of the leading industrial centres 
of Western Canada. The population is cosmopolitan. Practically all 
races of peoples are represented, each race or group contributing 
in some measure' to the rapid industrial and social development 
which has taken place. 

Quite a large percentage of the City's population is made up of 
Jewish people who play no small part in our industrial, professional 
and social activities. Scores of Jewish people have established busi
nesses, have become property owners and achieved an indepen
dence. And their children have attended local schools and univer
sities, many of them· attaining high distinction in their chosen line 
of endeavor. 

Generally speaking our Jewish citizens are law abiding and thrifty, 
possessing in no small measure the many attributes which constitute 
the desirable citizen. But not only have· the Jewish people held 
their own in commercial and industrial liie 'of the City, they play 
an important role in the social life of the City. They have' estab
lished schools, church, playgrounds, formed social clubs, taken a 
prominent part in athletics, and generally fitted into the general 
plan for the proper and efficient development of a City such as 
SaskatooI1i is destined to be. 

In this message to the Jewish people I am pleased to note that 
your lOath Anniversary looks back over years of progress and 
development and that in the future, the privileges and rights en
joyed by all British subjects will be continued to the Jewish people. 

J. E. UNDERWOOD, 
Mayor. 

Greetings from Leading Financiers 

FROM C. B. GORDON 
Head Office, Bank of Montreal 

The members of the Jewish race have played an important part 
in the development of this Dominion and, indeed, of the Empire, 
and I send my greetings and good wishes to our Jewish compatriots 
on the occasion of this important anniversary. 

Yours very truly, 
C. B. GORDON. 

• * • * 

FROM FRANK A. ROLPH 
Pres. Imperial Bank of Canada 

1 am glad to congratulate the Jewish people on the Hundredth 
Anniversary of their complete emancipation in Canada and also upon 
the progress Jews are making in almost every walk of life. The Jews 
of Western Canada who in. fifty years have gone through the 
vicissitudes of good times and hard times will know how to bear 
the present stress with fortitude and optimism. 

Yours faithfully, 
FRANK A. ROLPH. 

President. 

• • • 
FROM F. H. MASON 

Gen. Manager, Bank of Toronto 
It is contrary to my practice to write for publication, but I 

have pleasure in expressing to you my respect for the achievements 
of the Jewish people in this country. They have shown ability, intel
ligence and enterprise in all their activities, and as a people have 
been good Canadians and loyal to our institutions. I am - glad to 
avail myself of the opportunity of extending my best wishes for their 
continued prosperity in this country. 

Yours truly,' 
}'. H. MARSH, 

General Manager. 
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FROM J. A. McLEOD 

Gen. Manager, Bank of Nova Scotia 

It affords me great pleasure, on the occasion of the Hundredth 
Anniversary of the enactment whereby persons of the Jewish 
religion in Canada were granted privileges equal to those enjoyed 
by all British sU,bjects, to say a word in appreciation of the part 
which the Jewish people have played in the development of this 
country. That the action of Parliament at that time was well taken 
is borne out by the prominence to which members of the race have 
attained in numerous walks of life. In manufacturing and commerce, 
in the learned professions and the arts we find outstanding expon
ents among the Jewish people. Their industry, tenacity of purpose 
and ambition to excel are characteristics worthy of emulation and as 
loyal and peace loving subjects of the British Empire their record 
is admirable. 

To the remote borders of the settled part of this country Jewish 
merchants have extended their activities, thus assisting materially 
in its development and in certain important and specialized lines of 
industry we are in great measure indebted to the Jewish manufac
turer for the production of necessary articles of every day use. 

With the march of time, a better understanding in this country 
has grown up between the Jew and the Gentile and we can look 
forward to increasing mutual goodwill and co-operation; thus may 
the united effort and common aspirations promote not only a speedy 
return to prosperity, but continued progress in the working out o£ 
our country's future. 

My hearty felicitations are extended to the Jewish people in 
Canada on this auspicious occasion. 

J. A. McLEOD, 

General Manager. 


