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Molly Picon Returns tAt the Yiddish Stage 

MOLLY PICON 

Molly Picon is 
once again the 
star of a Yiddish 
theatre on Second 
A venue in New 
York. Nearly a 
quarter of a cen
tury ago she be
came known in 
this same theatre 
as the talented, 
tiny, young act
ress who was the 
idol of the Yid-
dish stage. "Molly 

Dolly," "Hello Molly" and "My Little Molly" 
were then shows named after her. People spoke 
of a Molly Picon Theatre. Her accomplished act
ing often made people lose sight of what she was 
playing because they were spellbound by noting 
how she played. Jacob Ralich, her husband, con
tinued to be the moving force in the writing and 
producing of her plays, while Joseph Rumshinsky 
succeeded in bringing his brilliant accomplish
ments into the musical settings. 

Today, after about a quarter of a century, 
this team of Picon, RaUch and Rumshinsky has. 
returned to the Second Avenue Theatre. People 
are coming in large numbers to see their splendid
ly-executed comedy-operetta, "Abi Gezunt." Again 

By SAMUEL PASNER 
Molly Picon is the star. Her songs and dances, 
her dramatic talent bringing alternately moments 
of joy and sorrow, her power of speedy self
transformation from a shy, pious, naive girl in a 
displaced persons camp into a gll:'-morous, coquet
tish French entertainer giving headaches and 
heartaches to all women seeing their favorite men 
enmeshed in the webs of this scheming, Parisian 
girl, together with the use of a flawless, articulate 
Yiddish - all help to show that the many years 
Molly was away from the Yiddish stage did not 
reduce.in the least her great abilities. Her hus
band, Jacob Kalich, appears in person on the 
stage to recall the early scenes of plays in which 
his wife once took part in that very theatre. The 
songs once heard in "Zipke," "Schmendrik" 
"Circus Girl," and other popular plays of the pa;t, 
ring again in the ears of the audiences of 1949. 
Molly Picon herself enters on the stage in the 
costume she once had in "Yankele" and does a 
swift somersault. Together with her, a large cast 

. of excellent actors, actresses, singers and dancers 
try to make "Abi Gezunt" a play that gives enjoy
ment and delight. Among these actors, Irving 
Jacobson is featured as the star comedian and 
producer. 

It was in 1898 that Molly Picon was born on 
the East Side in New York within a very short 
distance from this Second Avenue Theatre. Her 
infancy was' spent in poverty in the presence of 

parents who never dreamt of the possibility of a 
meteoric rise to fame and fortune for little Molly. 
Her father was a hard-working laborer in the 
needle trades. Her mother, to add to the meagre 

. family income, obtained employment that placed 
a wardrobe in her care. 

The mother's occupation, however, served as 
the guiding star for Molly'S later career. Seeing 
actors and actresses frequently, the little girl 
was encouraged to sing before groups of people 
in Philadelphia, where her family had taken her 
while she was only six years of age. Later, she 
engaged in public appearances for which she re
ceived only fifty cents for' each performance. 

There was then little indication that ultimately 
Molly would rise to recognition among the highest
paid Jewish actresses in the world. Nor did pros
pects appear brightei' as she entered vaudeville. 
She sang, played and travelled with the vaudeville 
troupe, but .the venture proved a failure for the 
company. 

Molly Picon began to search for a job. Finally, 
she found one in Boston. Her employer was an 
Austrian-born Jewish young man descended from 
a learned rabbinical family. This employer, Jacob 
Kalich, was. attracted magnetically' not only by 
her dramatIC talent but also by her personal 
charm. He proposed to her in several different 
languages, and Molly Picon became Molly Ralich .. 

Judaism -The New Phase 
For the purpose of the stage she retained her 

maiden name. She retained it while her husband 
took her to Central Europe to earn a well-deserved 
high reputation as an adress among Jews. She 
~etained it while she diligently devoted herself 
m these European lands to learning the Yiddish 
language well. 

By Professor HUGO BERGMANN 
Jerusalem. 

On the day that the remains of Theodor Herjll 
were brought to rest· in Jerusalem, . an English 
writer and friend of the Jews, to whom we are all 
grateful for his support of our case in a time of 
distress, wrote as follows: 

"HerzI, perhaps; was not the first to recognize 
in the Jew a man as other men, a race as other 
races, a nation as other nations ; but he was the 
first to see the reality in the conception and to 
give the conception a substantial form and inevi
tability. In a sense, he drew down the people of 
Israel from a destiny exclusively mystic and mes
sianic, until their feet touched the upholding 
earth. That, it may prove, was his greatest 
achievement. From almost sole reliance in the 
fulfilment of prophecy the Jew moved towards 
a proud and human self-reliance." 

This opinion, which, I am afraid, is not only 
the opinion of an individual non-Jewish writer but 
reflects the outlook of a large section of the 
Yishuv, particularly that' represented .by the 
"Intelligentzia", which establishes the trend and 
the fate of our State, is a very serious mistake. 

. Our country is absorbing hundreds of thousands 

tion of the very foundations of our being. This 
POVel·ty of thought constitutes a danger to the 
spiritual absorption of the new immigrants. Withe 
out a basically uniform conception of the Jewish 
people and of Judaism (despite the multifarious 
and complex forms of its expression) we shall be 
unable to build up a uniform and internally strong 
State of Israel. The question whether we are a 
nation like all nations; a secular people, or 
"Israelis" professing various religions, or whether 

. we area religious-national group of a special 
spiritual structure is not just a question of amus
ing sophistry but of great moment.· We see the 
urgency of the question in our relations to the' 
minorities in Israel, and in our relations to that 
group of Jewish_ youth who recently organized 
themselves under the name of "Aleph" because 
they are desirious of beginning everything anew, 
from alpha, and to cut all their connections with 
the history of the Jewish people in the 
dispersion. . 

How will Zionism and the State be 
able to, overcome the centrifugal spiritual 
forces which threaten them? And how 

Mastery of this tongue helped Molly Picon, 
upon her return later to.New York, to gain fame 
thro?gh appearance in a leading role in. the 
'musical comedy of "Yankele." Soon she became 
the principal actress of "Zipke." The year 1925 

. sa';'\' her as the star of "Mamele," a play. that is 
bemg shown in 1949 as a moving picture. Other 
performan~,es follo~e.d, such as "Molly Dolly" in 
~9~6 and .RaIzele. m 1927. One of her plays, 
Yiddele mIt dem Fiddel," became a movie in 1935. 

Molly spent eight years as an actress on the 
Yi~dish stage of the East Side .. Broadway play
wrIgh~s and l!roducers b~ckoned to her. English
speakmg audIences seekmg vaudeville entertain
ment began to yearn for her presence. She spent 
a number of years performing before people or 
producers. Once more she went abroad. The for
mer East Side actress became an entertainer 
throughout the globe. London admired her tem-
porarily-~cquire~ Piccadilly accent; Paris, the 
fervor "':Ith whIch s?e sang her French songs. 
The JeWish gauchos m Argentina applauded her' , 

(Cont. on page 15) 
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of new immigrants, and the problem of their 
absorption is not only a political and economic 
one but primarily a spiritual and a cultural prob
lem. What is that Israel culture in which we 
shall educate those new immigrants, the adults 
among them and, in particular, their children? 
What shall be that spiritual basis which will 
serve as the crystallizing centre round which the 
Israel nation will be moulded? How shall we create 
one nation out of those broken and scattered 
fragments? That is a spiritual but also a burning 
practical problem. What is Israel culture and 
what must it be? 

will they be able to resist these destruc
tive powers without one centralizing and 
uniting idea, and without bearing in mind 
that Zionism means a return to Judaism 
as well as a return to the land of the 
Jews. However varied our conceptions 
in regard to detail, the one thing that is 
certain is that in building up our State, 
we do not wish t6 remain oblivious of 
our "mystic past", as .the English writer 
put it; on the contrary, we wish to build 
up our country as a decisive part of our I' :...."..,. Olm 

history as a holy natjon.· 
HANUKAH t1IUIOU 

A generatioh ago, this problem stood at the 
forefront of our public life. It was the central 
problem in the writings of Ahad Ha'am, Be~di
chewski Brenner, A. D. Gordon, S. I. HorovItz, 
and oth~r thinkers 0,£ the time. In recent years 
our feverish activity in the political and economic 
spheres and the shallowness of thought which 
has taken hold of humanity generally, ourselves 
included, have prevented any searching examina-

Israel is a holy nation and if we speak 
of the spiritual contributions of the 
State of Isra,el to humanity, we speak of 
the spirit in the same sense as the Holy 
Writ speaks of it; it is that spirit which 
Ezekiel has in mind when he prophesies: : 
'''And a new spirit will I put within you", 
and for whch the author of the 51st Psalm 

(Cont. on Page 15) 
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Synagogue Project Names 
Aggressive Finance Team 

HARRY FAINSTEIN 

S. B. Levin and Harry Fainstein, 
prominent communal and business 
leaders of the Winnipeg commu
nity, were named co-chairman of 
the finance committee at last Sun
day's meeting of the North Eend 
Synagogue board. W,ith' their co
option to executive posts7 the project 
will doubtless gain new impetus in 
attracting the additional member
ships now being sought. 

G. Grubert, well known leader in 
synagogue affairs, has been contrib
uting an important share of the 
work as treasurer of the North End 
Synagogue board. 

Following the visit of a prominent 
spiritual leader here recently, the 
board and committee members have 
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Training Airplane Mechanics Club Names Weizm.ann 
Delegates to Z.O.C. Meet 

Chaim Weizmann club delegates 
to the forthcoming biennial confer
ence of the Zionist Organization of 
Canada, were named at a meeting 
and social held Tuesday, at the St. 
Charles hotel. 

Mrs. Lepkin. 
Mr. and Mrs. Lepkin visited many 

kvutzot and took picturesque shots 
6f the Shavuoth festival as cele
brated by the youngsters there. 
Shown in beautiful array were gay 
floats and the national white and 
blue costumes worn by the youth
ful celebrants, as they danced and 
paraded, while carrying their J.N.F. 
gift offerings, 

The first course for.: airplane mechanics was opened this Fall by the Max. 
Pine Trade School of' the Histudrut in Tel Aviv. Boys are taught all the 
'lngles of this new vocation whi.ch will help develop Isrnel's uviation in~'; 
!lustry. The Mnx Pine school wns founded with funds' of the Nati.onul; 
;"'''::ommiuee for Labor Israel. It offers courses in auto repair, electricity 
,nd radio. 

Children's Corner 
Celebrating Chanukah! 

Every Jewish boy and girl thrills 
to the heroic story of the 'Maccabees 
and the r"dedication of the Temple 
defiled by the ancient Syrians. We 
light the canilles every night during 
the eight nights of Chanukah, re
cite the blessings, sing the songs, 
play chess, go to parties, and dance 
the Hora. 

Many of us will sp~n the Dredel, 
a little 4-sided spin-top, carrying 'on 
each side the Hebrew letters Nun, 
Gimel, Hay. or Shin. They are tho 
first letters of the four words "Nes 
Gadol Hayah Sham," which means 
"A great miracle happened there." 
The miracle referred to was the 
miracle of the little pitcher of oil 
found in the' Temple when the 
enemy's soldiers left and which 
lasted for eight days instead of the 

expected one day. That is the basis 
for our celebration of the Festival of 
Chanukah. 

WHY THE DREDEL? 
Do you know why the Dredel is 

also a symbol of Chanukah? When 
Antiochus, the wicked, told the 
Jews that they could no' longer 
study the Torah or meet in the syn
agogue, the .r ews used to gather in 
small groups and .study the Torah 
by heart. In this way the scholars 
did not have to carry telltale books 
around with them and could teach 
the Torah to others. 

The scholars and teachers would 
gather secretly in the woods. A 
woman would act as a lookout and 
would warn them when a soldier 
was approaching. The s e study 
groups always carried with them the 

been contacted by wide sections of 4-sided Dredel, a fovorite game of 
the North End community, evincing chance among the soldiers of Antl
a growing interest in the importance ochus. When the scholars were 
of a modern synagogue to serve the warned that the soldiers were 
needs of their families and the entire coming, they took out the Dredel 
community. and began spinning it. When the 

Information on the synagogue soldiers arrived they could see that 
and membership may be had from the Jews were not studying, only 
Louis C. Cohen, chairman, phone playing a Dredel, and would even 
52771; Harry Silverberg, co-chair- join the game. To this day we, too, 
man, 53646; Abe Kanee, co-chair- spin the Dredel at Chanukah time. 
man, 55 878; David B. Margolese, It is interesting that in Israel to
secretary, 52 737; S. B. Levin, 51848 day the Dredel no longer carries the 
and Harry Fainstein, 53275, finance letters Nun, Gimel, Hay, Shin, .but 
committee co-chairmen; G. Grubert, Nun, Gimel, Hay, Pay, which 
treasurer, 53083 and S. L. Glass- stands for "Nes Gadol Hayah Poh," 
man, co-treasurer, 51055; and Frank I "A great miracle happened here." 
Marant~, membership, committee, Happily we can now say here, not 
593 051. , there. 

, 

Delegates are Hart Green Jr., M. 
M. Gershfield, W. S. Katz, M. E. 
Kopstein, F. Marantz, I. Parr, A. 
Schwartz, H. Sokolov, M. M. 
Sucharov and N. Sures. 

Mr. Green, president, reported the 
Shekel registration as "well under 
way/' and urged members to regis
ter along with their families. 

Featured at the meeting were 
color films of Israel taken by N. 
Lepkin during his recent tour with 

Hillel Notes 
Tickets are now oh sale to the 

Hillel production HIt's Hard to be a 
Jew" at the Hillel House, Y.M.H.A., 
People's Book store and the Youth 
Centre. Hillelites have been urged to 
buy their tickets early. Prices are: 
$1.00, 75c and 50c. 

A large group of Hillelites will 
travel, 'to the Universit~.f Minne
sota, Minneapolis, for a week-end 
conference with the Minneapolis 

Many glimpses of the lush Israeli 
countryside and the beaches on the 
Mediterranean were caught by Mr. 
Lepkin's camera, along with busy 
traffic scenes in the main cities',and 
the clean sweep of the modern Tel 
Aviv buildings. 

tributed to the U.J.S.D. have been 
urged to do 50 immediately. 

Students not going to Minneapolis 
are reserving the week-end of 
Dec. 23 through 25 for participation 
in a series of exciting events at 
Hillel House. 

Ezra Chapter Chanukah 
Meeting Features 
Cantor J. Lev 

Hillel Foundation over; the week- Cantor J. Lev, outstanding vocal 
end or Dec. 23, 24, and 25. Hillelites artist,. will be guest soloist at a, 
interested in going will submit ap- Chanukah meeting or the Ezra chap
plication. to Hillel House immedi- tel' of Hadassah IVlonday, Dec. 19, at 
ately. 'the Marlborough hotel. He will be 

Chanukah Candle lighting will be accompanied by Jack Garland, well 
observed in the Hillel Chapel during known local composer. Mrs. M.· 
the Chanukah week. Beginning on Israels will portray the Chanukah 
Thursday evening, 'Dec. '15, candles picture. Israeli chapter guests will 
will be lighted each day at 5 p.m. be' the invited guests for the 

Hillelites who have not yet con- I occasion. 

Rabbi Dr. A. Kravetz to Speak: 

T.T. Chanukah. Concert Saturday 

The Tahnud Torah will again 
present its Children's Hebrew 
Theatre, directed by Mrs. Biela 
Lepkin, in a sparkling play "Kulam 
Maccabeam" (they are all Mac
cabees) at its Chanuka concert this 
Saturday, Dec. 17, 8:30 p.m., at the 
Talmud Torah hall, 121 Charles 
street. The program" designed for 
young and old alike, will feature 
new Chanuka and Israeli songs by 
the school choir under direction of 
Cantor B. Brownstone. The Mathe
son branch will pre5ent an original 
opening number, "Haneiret Hallalu" 
directed by M. Charlai. 

, 

A Cbanuka concert for kinder
gartens and parochial classes will be 
held Sunday, Dec. 18, 2:30 p.m., at 
the Tahnud Torah hall. . 

The program will include the 
kindergarten orchestra in a skit di
rected by Mrs', Linda Baker and 
Miss Biela Mazurek, a Maccabeam 
march under direction of E. Yudit
sky and a Chanuka Fantasia featur

ing the parochial classes, directed 
by Mrs. Biela Lepkin. Refreshments 

will be served to the children by the 
parents' associations. Rabbi Dr. A. 

Kravetz will be guest speaker. 


