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ontuffll from the Catskills to the Kibbutz 
memories of the Catskill Mountains go 

back about forty years when ,each summer 
family used to, leave the torrid east side or 
'york for a long holiday in the 'cotmtry. For 

By ETHEL S.COHEN 

Pesach in a Kibbutz after New Years· 
at a "borcht-belt" resort mLn~ in advance we would excitedly anticipate 

long, jiggling train ride, the day filled with 
jolly experiences of jolts, lunch boxes, paper 
pencil games, and then the sudden appear
of the green fields, the her4s of cows, the 
and finally the mountains themselves., 

worlds apart. 

Rosh Hashonah, the next evening, was ushered 
in with a semblance of solemnity. The guests 

• These were the memories I carried with me 
, left the City the day before Rosh Hashonah 
~pemd the holiday with my parents and family 

'the, villages of the Catskills. Though 
since visited many beautiful countries in 

'were festively dressed, the tables properly set, 
some decorated with flowers, and the hazzan, who 
had been engaged for the· holidays (he was a 
butcher by occupation) recited the Kiddush. But 
the holiday spirit was not to last long. For mid-

('"n,.]'; the childhood image of ' joys th e Catskills had once ,iH',.,., __ ~,.,.,#oI'oO~P##',.,.,--~,.,.,,.,.,--~,.,.,."'",.,.,,.,.,,,.,.~,.,.,,.,.,'I'I",,.,.....,.,.,.,....,....-,,.,.,,.,.,V>I'I" 
seemed for the, moment 

SUlCP'ISS all other impressions. ~n (fpt~tlt jfrom ~ob· an hour out of New 
as we travelled along the 

'h\\'av, lined with the Jacks' 
Bars, the Ye Eate Houses 

the long stalls with farm 
)ULLce, we approached stretches 

fields and the promise 
mountains around the 

However, these never 
to come into view. In-" 

almost the whole trip into 
tskills was a panorama of 

posts, each one proclaiming 
blatantly than the other the 

,,.,,,,lQ in comfort and the re
pleasures of respective 

flashing by in cluttered 
like so many long 

Jines, obliterating the land
in the background. The 
were a glossary for the 

jokester. Rip Van 
could not have been more 

~dened by the cha,nge than I 

hotel where I was to spend 
Hashonah was a replica of 

hundreds of monstrosities 
the route, contrived out of 

ni(~ol'Jr€:d stucco, and designed 
special Catskill Mountain 
of architecture.' Moishe, 

greeter, his yarrnelke pulled 
over his ears, ushered me 

the lobby, which was fur
with huge red couches, and 

assortment of 
tables and lamps. 'Swarms 

were running noisily 

EDWARD MICKELSON 

I1eaven~" 

Dear Children (of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob), 
It has been quite some time since I last 

heard from you. I ahnost feel that you have 
forsaken Me. I sometimes wonder if the 
Creation of mankind was a wise act o-n My 
part. Won't one of you (in Heaven's ~ame) 
write Me what is going on do,wn there?' 

With love, 

. 

GOD. 

Nissan, 5711 
Earth, 
(April, 1951) 

Dear Father (which art in Heaven), 

letter You sent to Moses at Mt. Sinai. If I 
remember COl'l'ectly, You told us then how to 
get along with our fellow beings. It seems, 
however, that when Moses dropped Your first 
lett~r thus breaking.it to pieces, a good many 
of Your children thought that they wel'e sup
posed to break Your laws and that's what 
they have been doing for quite some time. 

It has been difficult to find the real reason 
why Your children h~ve forsaken You. They 
put forth a great ~auy trite and fooli~h ex
cuses which really show how ignorant they 
are of Your true nature and teachings. A 
great many have lost faith and do not believe 
that You can aid them, or that You even exist. 

. They do not study Your law, they do not 
honor the Sabbath and they have ceased to 
pray. The warmth of Judaism is unknown to 

them. 
Theil' lack of warmth is understandable 

to some extent, for Your people in Israel have 
been through many faith-shattering experi
ences. It has been only in the last few 
decades that some of them have tried to re-

We are sorry that You feel forsaken, but 
it seems that things haven't ever g(}ue right 
since the day You kicked us out of Paradise. 
We are still trying to kill one another; it 
seems'that we just can't' get along. This old 
world of Yours, isn't the easiest thing to man
age. The Family is, h(}wever, trying to settle 
the world's problems in a peaceful malUler, 
but Uncle Sam and Uncle Joe are kind of 
mad at' each other just now. 

Your scientific children h~ve invented a 
bomb which can blbw this Earth and its in
habitants to bits. I hope You will let them 
know who is the real boss of this place. No, 
we haven't ~ade a very good ,job of things 
down here but we haven't given up hope yet. 
I think some of us ought to read again the, 

turn. to the fold and find guidance and under .. 
standing. Some of Your children are at last 
beginning to realize how essential it is; to have 
a knowledge of YO~l"' teachings and an appre
ciation of the traditions of the past. I am 
happy to say that they are eager to restore
the' religious wannth, color and discipline 
of Judaism. Feel forsaken no longer. We 
arc coming back to Your law! 

AZREAL. 
_The Hillelite, U. of Alberta 

while their elders, refugees 
househlold preparations for the holidays, sat 

cards, listening to the radio or 
Each new guest was a subject 

I was no exception. 

way during dinner, the buoyant, gay Master of 
Ceremonies arose amid the applause of the as
sembled guests and announced that there would 
be movies that night! 

hey Put Their Trust In .Princes 
A Review 

By DR. BERTR.NM W. KORN 

and influence which they had previously wielded 
over State affairs. To whom could the rulers en
trust the myri!ld details of economic transition? 

\ 

Court Jews, about whom Dr. Selma Stern 
written, were a unique phenomenon in 
and European history. Never prior to 

t~~e~.~n~~o~~r since, has there ,been a comparable 
,- who rose from such humble begin-

suc:h powerful positions of influence. 
the few years of their own lives they 

~p€:d over the walls of the medieval German 
with all its disabilities and disenfranchise
and became personal advisers and agents 
rulers of the German States: the Emper-

Kings, Dukes, Electors and Cardinals who 
the royalty of ,tl,1e period 1650-1750. 

this came aBout, how these men came I to 
~ho:sen for distindion yrliile the rank and file 

brebhren continued to languish within 

the confines of the ghetto - or even worse, still 
suffered expulsion or banishment froIY,l some of 
those very States - constitutes a fascinating 
episode: in Jewish history. 

. Period of Change 
This was the period of the, break-down of 

feudalism. Everywhere in Europe the old political 
and economic order was giving way to the, new 
concept of the State as a unified political 'and 
economic organism. The Princes who stood to 
profit most from this change and who were, there
fore, among its 'prime movers, could look for no 

. help from their nobility, merchants or guilds, 
none of whom relished surrendering the power 

The Jews were the only persons of ability who 
had no vested interest in the old order, who could 
therefore be trusted to render loyal service in 
return for freedoms, rights and privileges which 
they had never before enjoyed. Thus these men 
of ability and insight, most of whose names are 
utterly strange to us tod&y, with a few exceptions 
like J ud Suess, were called out of the ghetto to 
occupy positions of high responsibility in expand
ing economy of the one moribund States. As army 
commissaries charged wilih the procurement of 
munitions and supplies; as contractors, financial 
agents and cabinet factors appointed expressly 
for the extension of trade, the administration of 

(Continued on Page 21) 
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