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Page Eighteen 

HELENA'-S' 
"HONEY MOON" 

, ' 

"y. ES, perhaps you are right - but it is not 
. easy ... for one who personally suffered it 
is hard to' talk about details still so painful. It 
is like touching an open. woun,d, a wound that 
will never heal . . ." 

This was the answer of Mrs. Marie Jarosova, 
mayor of the martyr village of Lidice, to whom 
I turned with my inquiry. The question was: 
What has been published 'a thousand times. i~ 
nothing but a cool enumeration of events. But 
what are the'memories, the testimonies of those 
few who escaped the massacre? Mrs. 'Jarosova 
told me how it happened. 

On the night of June 9, 1942, a sultry sum
mer 'night, ·the village was rouf;1ed· by the frantic 
howling of dogs! "What's up? What is going 
on?" The win'dows Jit up, and people were step.. 
ping out of their houses to see what was hap
pening. They saw that the vfllage was sur
rounded by hundreds of SS-men, who had arrived 
in big motor cars: Shortly afterwards, the mer
cenaries revealed their intentions: they went 
from house. to house (talking Czech, those scoun
drels, probably Henlein's >people) ordering us to 
get dressed fast and to assemble with all the 
money and all the valuables we had in the house. 
In Prague, an attempt had been made on the life 

, of the chief of ·the Nazi secret po~ice, Acting 
Reichsprotektor Reinhard Heydrich. 'Reprisals, 
horrible reprisals were to hit Lidice. They said 
that a transmitter had ,been found at the parson
age 'and that. the people of Lidice had sheltered 
the Czechoslovak parachutists who had arrived 

. from England and killed Heydrich. But this was 
only a pretext: ,t'he mere trqth was that two 
young people from the. Horak and Stribrny fam
ily ·had left the country in 1939 for Britain, where 
they joined the S11th 'Czechoslovak air squadron, 
affiliated to the Royal Air Force. One hundred 

War criminal Bermann Knuney (negative) 
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The second grade at the Lidice elementary school. Qnly A. Banfova (second row from top, second from the 
right) and M. Dolezalova (lirst row at. the top, third from the left) retunled after the war. em - 646.12. 

an4 seventy-three men of ,Lid ice were h,erded into 
the stable of the Horak farm, and· after the 
women 'and children had been. dragged off, all 
the men' were shot. The.Nazis pillaged the com
munity, desecrating even the graves, searching 
for gold teeth and dentures. Then they laid 
mines and blew up the houses, not forgetting to 
preserve evidence of their havoc in a loathsome, 
film made right on the spot. Eighty-one children 
considered to be of "non-arian race" were sent to 
the Chelmno concentration 

car to the concentration camp. This was my 
honeymoon trip'... . I remember Grandmother 
Cerna with Emilka, her little blonde, blue-eyed' 
gran-ddaughter who cried'l;lnd desperately called: . 
"Granny, G~anny, don't leave me, don't leave me! 
-Don't let the soldiers take me away! Granny!" 
... But her screams were drowned in the uproar, 
sobs and tears. This was the last we saw of little 
EmiIlm, beautiful like. a doll; they thrust her in 

(Continued on Page 26) 

camp in Poland and mur-
dered in gas chambers on 
Eichmann's orqers, as was. 
proyed :by documents Sllb
mitted by the Czechoslovak 
:u n ion of Anti. - Fascist 
Fighters to the court of 
Tel Aviv. Then the debris 
was rem 0 v e d and the . 
ground where Lidice used 
to be was ploilghed up "so 
it become desolate 'forever 
and a war n i n g to. the 
Czechoslov~k 'people'!. 

After the liberation, 143 
Lidice women and 17 chil
dren returned from Nazi 
camps to Czechoslovakia, 
still unaware of the fate 
that had befallen their vil
lage, their men. iBy decree 
of June -10, 1945, the 
Czechoslovak Government 
proclaimed. that it had 
"solemnly resolved to make· 
restitution for the tragedy . 
by building a, new Lidice", 
'and to restore "in the 
liberated Czechoslovak Re
public the village of Lidice 
within its original boun
daries and with its ancient 
official name". . 

"Talk with Mrs. Lefler- , 
ova down there," Mrs. Jar
osova added. "She certain
ly will be able to tell you' 
something -that will inter
est you." 

Helena Leflerova willing
ly answers our questions. 
"I was twenty when the 
gestapo-men came: they 
been married on that day, 
and was getting ready for 
our honeymoon. But the 
tragedy happened. I had 
upset everything, and my 
life, too. First they drove 
us into the school building, 
and took away the bit of 
money we had; then they 
took us to Kladno an4 from 
there,Jn a 'sealed railway , 
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LIDICE INDICTMENT 
Twenty years have passed since that time: the men shot, the women carried 

off to concentration camps, and the children - the children, "sent for appropriate 
. education." Hermann Krumey has meanwhile reached the age of 57. At th~t time, 
when the name of Lidice re-echoed through the world, he was at the height of 
his career: SS-Ob.ersturmbannfuhrer, head of the concentration camp near Lodz 
(Litzmannstadt), Poland, and at the same tim.e chief of the local Gestapo. The 
children from Lidice, and from another, smaller village of Lez>iky, fen into his 
hands, into his concentration camps with extemtination equipment in Chelmno. 
There are documents to prove it. . - . 

There is Krumey's letter to Eichmann in which he acknowledges receipt of . 
88 children - of which' seven were described as suitable for Germanization 

"(ruckdeutschungsfahig), and in which he asks 'Eichmann for further instructions •. 
In another letter, addressed directly to Dr. Ehlich at Reich Security Headquarters 
(RSHA), Krumey takes note of the fact that the Lidice children had been 
designated for "Sonderbehandlung" (special handling) - which was the Nazis' 
expression for extemtination without a court· sentence. The date on this tele-. 
printer message is June 22, 1942. 

The last traces of the Lidice children is a document marked "Bescheinigung" 
(affidavit) and dated July 2, 1942. It confirms the fact' that 81 Lidice children, 
who had been temporarily placed in the camp at Gneisenaustrasse 41, had been 
handed over to the Gestapo in Lodz. . 

The evidence of witnesses and xeconstruction of the known concentration 
camp practices of Krumey confirm that the Lidice children were murdered in 
the gas chambers at Chelmno. _ 

Hermann Krum~y was tried as a war criminal at the war crimes trials in 
Nuremburg. He testified on September 30, 1947, that he remembered the' whole 
affair and that he "thinks that he himself played some part in it." Referring to 
EicluUann he said: " ... the Czech children - as fa!' as I can remember it was 
on the order of office IV of the RSHA (~eaded by Eichmann-Ed.) _ were 
handed over by my office to the sta~e secret police in Lodz." " 

It was not long before the American occupation authorities in West Germany 
released Krumey. - he was welcomed with all the financial advantages belonging 
to a "Spatheimkehrer": to begin with a state grant of 14,000 marks and a prosper
ous, drug store in Korbach. He even went into politics: he becamea deputy for 
the BHE (the party representing "transferees") in the Land parliament in: 
Waldeck. He was sometimes disturbed by unpleasant reminders: protests from 
Austria and from Hungary, where, as Eichmann's representative, he organized 
the last transports of Jews to the extermination chambers in Auschwitz, and 
thus was responsible for the death of hundreds of thousands of people. But 
thanks to West German justice his prison terms were always short and just a 
formality. 

In 1960, however, SS man Krumey was again arrested. Eichmann was testi
fying before the court in Israel. No one knew exactly what he was going to say, 
and it would be better for the West German justice to have an alibi prepared 
. . • for Krumey's crimes have been known to it since 1949 in concrete indict-
ments from Austria, Hungary and Czechoslovakia. . 

Lidice's indictment therefore remains topical. 
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Hebrew University of Jerusalem: Dr. Dov Noy, of the Folklore and Ethnology 
section, records a tale from an immigrant from Iraq. 
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nological Museum and Folklore Archives run by the Municipality in 
Haifa, and it is, here that the above story found its appropriate end. 
For five generations the parochet remained in the hands of the Luria 
family, who took it with them on their odyssey through many: la~ds. 
Then one day they presented it to the Museum, where, on exammatIon, 
it was indeed found to be a French Army coat of the Napoleonic era, 
with the Emperor's initials on it still clearly' visible. 

Jewish folk tales have been a source of endless fasciriation to Dr. 
, Noy ever since his childhood in Poland, 'and in his student days at the 
Hebrew University he found himself adding to his already rich and' 
varied collection of them. His studies of Jewish history for the Master's 
~egree only served to heignten his interest in the sl.!-bject, and by the 
time he left for the University: of Indiana 'for purposes,of postgraduate' 
work, the interest had inevitably extended also to folklore in general, 
to anthropology arid comparative literature. It was actually for his 
work' in these three fields that he received his doctorate at this Ameri-
can University. . 
, Dr. Noy believes that' Israel today is a unique treasure-house of 
Jewish folklore which, however, is in danger 'of being lost as old tradi
tions die and new ones are' formed. In an age of radio and cinema, 
ancient folk-stories are likely to be forgotten very quickly indeed, unless 
an attempt is made to collect them systematically - which is the task 
Dr. Noy has set himself. , 

The tales Dr. Noy loves best are those of the .oriental Jews. He 
will pick up stories in the most unlikely places - on an Egged bus to 
Eilat, sitting next to a newcomer from Yemen, at a Kurdish wedding 
in a maabara, at a social gathering of Bokhal'ian Jews in Jerusalem, 

, sipping Turkish coffee with a venerable patriarch from Morocco .•.. He 
finds that these tales," in an even greater degree than those of the. 
A[;hkenazi Jews, have 'a number of distinguishing features not com
monly found in the folklore" of other nations. For instance, they have 
a deep religious 'content, and the spiritual element is usually ,dominant. 
Thlls iniraculolls events are generally ascribed to divine or diabolical 
intervention rather than to ordinary black -o:r: white magic. 

.on the other hand, the transformations from man into beast. or' 
vice versa, io be found in so many folk stories, are usually absent from 
Jewish ones because the concept somehow conflicts with the Jewish 
tradition of the inviolability of the human soul. ' 

"THE Emperor. Napoleon, during 
his retreat fr,om Moscow in 1812, 

lost his way on the sn~w-covered 
steppes and would have' died if he had 
not met an old Jew who showed him 
the way b~ck -to his army. Not having 
any money on him with. which .1'0 
reward the Jew, Napoleon gave hlm, 

\his coat, which the man took back 

'lage, embroidered a design -in Hebrew 
letters on the Emperor's coat and-, 
turned it into a· parochet, a screen for 
the Arch of the Law, and there it 
hangs in the synagogue to th~s day." 

Not that animal tales are missing from' Jewish folklore. They 
would seem to derh:e, however, from the Jataka sagas of Indian folklore 
rather than from the fables of Aesop, which form 'the basis of most 
western animal fairy tales. 

Spirits - as dist~nct fr0111 ghosts - abound in Jewish tales, 
parti'Yularly in those of the Oriental Jews, which is one reason why the 
carrying of amulets is still so common among these communities. 

to his village. But the Jew, fearing 
that this highly-prized gift would get 
him and his fellow-Jews into 'trouble 
when the Russians reoccupied his vil-

,This is one of' the many Jewish 
folk-stories recorded by Dr. Dov Noy, 
who, besides teaching Hebrew Litera
ture -at the Hebrew University, has 
also carried out research in Jewish 
folklore on a Warburg Fellowship. 
granted hini. by the 1Jn~versity. In 
addition, he is Director of the' Eth-

Nevertheless, Jewish folk stories do have many elements in common 
with the folk literature ,of other 'natiolls. A good example is the German 
fairy tale Die Sonne bringt es an den Tag ("The Sun Brings All to 
Light"), wnich 'was published by the Grimm Brothers. Folklorists had 
known for some time that the tale originated-in India, but they could 
not trace the route by which it had reached Europe. Research in Israel 
showed that a similar story' exists among the Yemenite Jews, except 

ISRAEL'S . . 

SCULPTOR· '. 
, , , 

DETECTIVE 
SLEUTH by day, sculptor by night, Winnipeg

born Eli llan,' carved out for himself a dual 
career in Israel since his immigration .there 14 
years: ago. As a worker in the scieI).tific labpra
tories of Tel Aviv's Criminal Identification De-' 
partment, 34"year-old '. llan identifies' everything" 
from skulls to footpnnts, teeth to tool marks. 
His archaeological and anthropological interests, 
developed in his early ldbbut:.>; days in Israel, 
have served him well not only in his detection 
work, but also in the avocation h~ 'has chosen 

. which has become his secoIJ,d profession: t~at of 
sculptor. 

Though llan's careers in both fields developed 
in Israel, his training for them was partially 
acquired in Canada. After almost nine years' 
living the rugged kibbutz life in Israel, doing 
agricultural work and going on archaeological 
digs in his spare time, llan joined Tel Aviv's 
police force and after a few months, in the spring 
of 1957, decided to return to Canada to study 
methods of police identification with the Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police at its .ottawa Head-
quarters. , 

In his two and a half years back in Canada, 
Ilan also worked for the CBC-TV design. depart-

ment in Toronto, and managed to take a sculpture 
course at .ontario College of Art in Toronto, under 
the tutelage of the noted Scottish sculptor, 
Thomas Bowie, who had recently immigrated to 
Canada. 

, His diversity of interests did not come out of 
the blue, of -course. Although Ilan had arrived 
iii Israel at the- age, of twel)ty, accompanied by -

(COntinued on Page 28) 

his young wife Pnina (nee Pearl Reider of Winni
peg, whose parents now live in Toronto), he had 

. had a year of pre-medical training at the Uni
versity of British Columbia in Vancouver, and 
a year at a Hechalutz training farm. Thus when 
he settled as an army enlistee in the border kib
butzim, he already 11,ad some ,background· for both 

(Continued on Page 27) 
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