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The Jewish Calendar 
6697-1936 

Passnver (1st dllY) .......... " ......................... .'l'ues .• Apr. 7 
ll.osh HQ(k~h Iyul' ...... " ...... " .. "" .............. Thur.~ .• Apr. 23 
J...ut.'; B'Omel' ............................. , ................. Sun., May 10 
Rosh Hodcsh Sivan ........ ,,, .. ,, ................... Fl'i., May 22 
SilnLuot .......................................... , ...... " ..... Wed., May 2& 
n.osl} Hodesh 'l'ammm: ... , .......................... Sun., June 21 
Shiba Allar B"l'ammUl:: ................................ Tues ... July 7 
Il.osh Hodesh Ah ............. ,", .................... Mon., Juh' 20 
Th;hu n'Ah ... , ..... , .. "." ............... "" ..... " ..... 'I'ue.'1., .July 28 
Rosh Hod('.~h Elul ........................... " ..... "Wed., Aug, 19 
Rosh Hu:;honllh .... ,." ... , ..... , ..... ''' .. '' .. '''' .. ,~:·~hu_r3.~Sept. 17._ J 

Reliberation 

THE House of Israel will gather about 
the Seder table tonight to perform 
an ancient and beautiful ceremony. 

In Baghdad and Yemen, in Hollywood and 
Winnipeg, Jews will celebrate the anniver
sary of the liberation of their ancestors 
from bondage. They will recall the days 
when the Jews were slaves in Egypt and 
were delivered from the tyranny of Phal"~ 
oah. For generations the Jew, one reads, 
observed the Passover festival with a fer
vor and passion that was wonderful to be
hold. There was a deep and clear under
standing of the significance of the holi
day. As Jews they felt perhaps, more than 
they understood, that freedom was a prec
ious jewel, beyond valuation, something 
that must not be bartered, or sold. They 
clung to this freedom tenaciously bought at 
so heavy a price. In truth it was a freedom 
that shackled their bodies and would be 
regarded in the modern sense as a cruel, 
taunting freedom depriving them of mat
erial pleasure and worldly goods. These how 
ever, they gladly gave in exchange for their 
~;piritual liberty. With nothing but a crust 
of bread to assuage their liunger they gave 
fervent thanks daily, not alone on the days 
of Passover, for seemingly being invulner
able to physical duress. How wise they 
were. How free they were. Whether 
through reason or revelation they saw cry
stal cleal· that all worldly possessions 
would be as naught if' they were to be 
deprived of their freedom. 

How different from our own lost gener
ation. S'trangely enough we, who have bar
tered our souls for scientific skepticism, 
did it voluntarily, in direct violation of pre
cepts that had been tried by the exigincies 
of time and had stood the test so well. We 
sacrificed priceless pearls of wisdom for a 
few paltry pieces of gold. We freely barter
ed mind for money. And with what tragic 
results. Today we can not sincerely take 
our places at the Seder table with the song 
in our hearts that our forefathers carried 
with them to the festive board. We do 
know that the smile on our lips is a smile 
of bravado bouying a false courage that 
refuses to remain alive unless fed upon 
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false flames. We know further that we 
are fast losing the remaining vestiges of 
freedom which we possess. And the great
est realization of all is that we have only 
ourselves to blame. 

In a land where freedom is something 
more than a hollow mockery we have been 
pleased to interpret it falsely. It has been 
accepted and practiced as an economic 
freedom alone. Our spiritual lives have 
been denied food; our souls were left to 
shrivel under self-inflicted denials. We will 
sit down to the Passover Festival with 
bellies surfeited with food but with minds, 
starved for lack of nutrition. All the suf
fering and striving of preceding genera
tions will be wiped out through the ruth
less neglect of a generation of lost souls 
that calls itself rational. A strange kind 
of rationalism that reeks loudly of the 
Hi tIer brand. 

It is no wonder that the cry for Jewish 
leaders is lost as if it were sent out int') 
the wilderness. There is only one hope that 

the Jew has for survival, a sane and 
strong· Jewish leadership, the leadership 
of a Moses who will lead us out of this 
confusion and chaos. Let us concert our 
efforts to mould the younger generation in 
the hopes that it will produce such a leader .. 
It is our solemn duty to strive with might 
and main to keep our children from fail
ing into the morass in which we are mired. 
Materialism has choked our bodies and 
clogged our minds. We must take every 
precaution to see that our youth is not 
contaminated with the false ideals which 
we pursued too successfully and ended in 
such inevitable drastic disillusionment. 
Empty shells, our minds lost to all the finer 
things in life, we find ourselves enslaved 
again. Only singlemindedness and clarity 
can save us. 

This Passover should be more than an 
observance of the traditional festival. It 
must be a reliberation of ourselves and a 
dedication of our children to seek to strive, 
to find a lost freedom. . 
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Manishtano For Grown-Ups 
!,'\ By RABBI ABRAHAM H. ISRAELITAN 

S01ne highly interesting information, of the 
belicvc-it-or-not type, presented to us by 
Rabbi Israelitan. -The Editm'. 
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THE Congregational Seder, which we 
. find today in so many synagogues, 

even in Reform congregations, is not 
a new thing, as many of us suppose. Rabbi 
Elizer ben Joel Halevi, great German Tal
mudist of the Middle Ages, informs us that 
in Spain and Babylonia there was a prac
tice of having the Cantor perform a public 
Seder in the synagogue. 

( 

Although the Shulchan Aruch, the auth
orative code of Orthodox Jewry, declares 
that the Jew should eat during the Seder 
night in a leaning position, to indicate that 
he is a free man, nevertheless there have 
been great scholars in the past who have 
obj ected to this practice. Rabbi Elizer ben 
Joel Halievi, for example, writes: Leaning 
is not necessary at the present time, for 
it is no longer a sYlllbol of freedom. 

Rabbi Judah ben Ilai, prominent Pales
tinian scholar of the second century of this 
era, once made the following remark to an 
aristocratic Roman lady who had accused 
him of being intoxicated: "I only drink 

Passover SOllgs of Cheer 
By DAVID EWEN 

Of all the Jewish holidays, Passover, per
haps, has a most exuberant music to com
memorate it; the music of .no other h~liday 
has so healthy a spirit. For once, sorrow is 
completely banished out of Hebrew music; 
only joy prevails. In this music there is 
warmth and sunshine and radiance. Its good 
spirits are indeed intoxicating. Begin the 
refrain of one of these songs at the Seder 
table and everyone about the table will 
join you eagerly. 
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wine when I have to make Kiddush and 
Habdalah, and also at the Seder table, when 
I drinl{ the four cups of wine that the Law 
requires. And, believe me, when I drink 
those four cups I get headaches that last 
from Passover to Pentecost." 

For a long time the Haggadah, which 
we l'ecite on the Seder nights, was not 
printed separately, as is customary today, 
but was part of the Sliddur. It is only late 
in the Middle Ages that booklets contain
ing just the Haggadah began to be pub
lished. 

The white robe known as· the "kittel" 
which is worn by many a pious Jew on the 
joyous Seder eve, is not a reminder of the 
shroud and the day of death, as some would 
have us believe, but is a survival of the 
ancient Jewish custom to dress in white on 
holidays. 

Among the Jews of Morocco there is a 
belief that the "afikomen" can calm a 
stormy sea. Many a Moroccan Jew when 
he takes a sea trip will take along with him 
a piece of "afikomen," and when he notices 
th~ oc.ean becoming violent he will throw 
thiS piece of matzo into the turbulent 
waters. 

The late King George V while visitin<T 
Jer~lsalem .in 1882, :vas invit~d by the Seph~. 
ardlc rabbi of the city to witness the Seder 
service at his home. To the rabbi's great 
surprise the British prince accepted. On 
that Passover night, we are told, the rabbi, 
when he came to those famous words in the 
H~ggadah !'In. every generation there have 
arIsen agamst us those who woud destroy 
us," added the follow!ng: "Also in our days 
?ur brethren are bemg cruelly persecuted 
m many lands, but Great Britain has shown 
~ sympathy ~or our unfortunate coreligion
Ists--and thiS sympathy gives us and our 
brethren great consolation". 

The Abyssinian Jews, known as the 
Falashas, do not.partake of food on the eve 
of P~ssover. ThiS fast lasts until after the 
sacrlflC~ of the Paschal lamb; for the Fal
ashas, It J? ust be kept in mind, just like 
the SamarItan sect of Palestine, sacrifice a 
l~mb on Passover, as was done in ancient 
tImes. 
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AND NONE SHALL FEAR 
I NCOMP ARABLE are the memories 

which come to the Jews at Passover 
time. In mind, we travel backward to 

a period still shrouded by the mist of pre
history. Out of the enshrouding fog, the 
Biblical story comes to us crystal clear. We 
can reconstruct the rest, the framework, in 
order that the surrounding circumstances 
might be understood. At that time Egypt's 
rule was mighty. Some Semitic groups too 
had come under her control. In the days of 
Joseph, om' forefathers were well regard
ed. He is portrayed as saving Egypt when 
for some unaccountable reason, apparently 
clear to him, the Nile's waters failed to 
overflow for a considerable space of time. 
Be that as it may, in time a revulsion of 
feeling occurred, and in the second book of 
the Bible we come upon the story of the 
people. Though their immediate forebears 
had stood high in the esteem of those who 
ruled, sharing authority with them, they in 
turn had become servants. As underlings, 
downtrodden and oppressed they now lab
ored under the broiling equatorial' sun, in 
the quarries and at work constructing the 
treasure cities of their Pharaonic masters. 

This state of affairs continued for gen
erations. 

Then, we are told, a great leader ap
peared on the scene. Reared in the court 
of Pharaoh, destined perhaps eventually, to 
sit in the seat of the mighty, he neverthe
less determined to cast all aside and to 
throw his lot with those who were related 
to him by ties bf blood. His spirit was 
stronger than the temptation of the flesh. 
His understanding was such that he could 
not brook sham nor could he salve his con
science to live in the luxury and ease of 
his Egyptian foster parents. He was in
spired by a sense of 
justice. This forc
ed him to turn on 
the Pharaoh that 
had rea red him, it 
enabled Moses to 
organize his people 
into a united na
tion and in the 
welding process he 
compelled them to 
accept as the card

. inal principle 0 f 
their reorganized 
faith this concept 
of justice. Justice 
one and eternal. 
mirroring Him 
Who is All Just, 
who founded His 
universe on the 
changeless laws of 
nature, which in 
the final analysis 
are but expressions 
of this concept of 
justice. 

This all is im
plied in the Pass
over story and as 
we turn the pages 
of the Haggadah, 
amidst all its east
ern imagery and 
beautiflll parable, 
we perceive the 
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By RABHI SOLOMON FRANK 

RABBI SOLOMON FRANK 

perfect. flowering of the ideal of )ustice. 
As he sits at the Seder, rehearsmg the 
age-old story, the individual Jew is direct
ed to recall the incident with such vivid
ness as will enable him to see himself 
among those enslaved and later redeemed. 
There he beholds his own people sunken 
deep in the by-nigh bottomless pit of sor
row of a sudden lifted high to nation-, . 
hood's estate. Justice triumphed. Its 
brilliance overcame the darkness of op
pression. As he rehearses this story in the 
synagogue, home and school, the individual 
Jew finds new faith and courage to meet 
further hurdles on the high way of life. 

Passover breathes with the spirit of 
optimism. A famed philosopher of history 
of a generation preceding our own, called 
the Jew the supreme optimist of history. 
8'ome may find it hard to appreciatively 
understand this term, real zing that so 

much of the Jew's history, national expel·
ience and literature are all written in the 
minor key. This is true as far as the out
ward form is concerned. But as one de
velopcs deep into the spirit, it is to be 
found that all alike, the literature, the his
tory and the life's experience of the J ew
ish people as a whole, are inspired by such 
an incomparable optimism, that in spite of 
countless Egypts and innumerable Phar
aohs, the Jew still lives joyfully and cour
ageously, sure of his tomorrow as long as 
his today is Jewish. 

The spirit of the Passover has accom
panied the Jew on his march through the 
pages of history, giving him courageous 
understanding to rightly evaluate the 
values of life, and like Moses of old to 
transcend the mere material by holding 
fast to a spiritual principle founded on the 
rock-bed of immutable and changless jus
tice. 

Even as the Book which first relates 
the Passover story has become the Book 
supreme of all civilization, so has the spirit 
of Passover a special meaning to all man. 

It cannot be denied that everywhere in 
the world, and for all peoples, difficulties 
abound. It can be said of no nation that 
she dwells peacefully -- or as Scripture 
would have it - underneath her vine and 
fig tree with none to make her afraid. 
This spirit of uncertainty has come to per
vade the whole human family. The average 
individual looks to the morrow with trepi
dation. The national leader, fears the ris
ing tide of conflict. As we look everywhere, 
into the homes of the humble, the marts of 
trade, the chancellories of the nations even 
in the plaCeS of the mighty ones of the 
earth, we find this self-same spirit of un-
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eertainty and fear. 
The cause is not 

difficult to fin d. 
Tranquility is the 
afterma th 0 f se
curity, and rea I 
security can only 
come to the just 
man. 

But man has de
nied the efficacy of 
justice. The world 
today is founded on 
force. The principle 
of power governs. 
Security, is sought 
for in the posses
sion of eve r-i n
creasing sources of 
power. But this 
very state of mind 
is inimical to the 
spirit of security. 
The weaker comes 
to fear the strong
er and even the 
mightiest of all 
does not k now 
when s 0 m eon e 
stronger than him
self will arise to 
challenge him to 
mortal com bat. 

of Passover. 
Passover comes to 

(Cont. on page 59) 
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