
I: 
" I , 

, , , 

6 ____________________________________ T_H_E JEWISH POST ____________ ~,~, __________________ . ________ __ 

EDMONTON, ALBERTA 
Thornton & Perkins 

The Chesterfield House 

For Quality Upholstered Furni
tUre and Draperies 

Phone 24654 

10628 JASPER AVENUE 
. EDMONTON JlLTA . 

, 

the 

GLEANINGS 
BY 

RABBI JACOB J. EISEN 

"It is better that I should suffer jor speaking the 
truth should suffer for the want of my speaking!' 

WHY I REMAIN A JEW 
(Extract of rt Radio Address) 

truth than that 

-- I shall try to answer the question raised by my unknown friend the Evan
gelist who was so kind to invite me to "jump over the bounds" so to speak. The 
time allotted is short and so it will be impossible for me to present the thousand 
and one reasons why I must remain a Jew, but I do hope you will "listen 
between the lines" as-it-were, and picture for yourself what I might have said 
if time permitted. 

I remain a Jew because of the pro
found aesthetic appeal it makes to me 
and mnst make to the outsider. It is 
glorious to live, to roll up years, de
cades, centuries, millennia. It is 
thrilling to look back on vistas of 
time; there I was-then I was. Age 
mere age, evokes interest, admiration' 
respect. A diamond wedding anniver~ 
sary gets a head line in the newspaper. 
Medicine is deeply concerned with the 
prolongation of life; it is making 
every effort to procure longevity for 
the individual. We need not go beyond 
our own country for natural beauty, 
but we do travel to Rome, Jerusalem 
Cairo to worship the old. Napoleo~ 
standing in the shadow of the pyram
ids began to paetize and paid reveren
tial homage to the age of Egypt's 
civilization. How pained we all are to 
see an old landmark, an age-hoary 
shrine disappear! I remain a Jew be
cause I share' in the eternal story of 
my people. 
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Why I remain a Jew! We are the heirs of yesterday. ((The past still travels 
with us from afar and what it has been, makes us what We are." We are the 
children of every people and of every age. All they did through the ages, all 

the experiences they had,' all the dreams 
and visions and ambitions that led them 
on, have helped to make us what we are. 
Christains are the products not merely 
of Christian, parents but Christian hist
ory. Jewish history has made and kept 
me a Jew. 

It would be difficult for me to be 
other than a Jew if I tried. Some Jews 
have left the faith. Most of them were 
forced to do so, victims of cruelty, threats 
or discriminaton; Few have ever been 
converted of their own free will. .And 
few of those who did take the step, so 
long as they lived, could ever forget their 
birth or ,the faith of their fathers. Most 
of them continued to' observe the faith 
in secret. In Spain and Portugal today, 
children of an ancestry which centuries 

. ago, due to the Inquisition, left the syna-
gogue and joined the church. Now these 
Marranos, as they are known, are re
joining their people, since most or the 
restrictions under which the Jews lived 

in these lands have been removed. "Once a Jew always a Jew/' "The Jew in 
the soul may be conquered," says Louis Golding, a distinguished Jewish writer 
in England, "the J~w in the ~d may be drugged, it is the Jew in the marrow 
that persists." Hennan Bernstein quotes Queen Marie of Rumania as remarking 
rather' sadly, "It is not easy .to take ,on another faith." She might better have 
said "It is not easy to put off the faith of one's birth." I remain a Jew because 
my people were Jews through the ages. 

There are. Jews today in every land Wlder the sun, more especially through
out Europe who, due to obstscles !placed in the way of Jewish life politically, 
economically, educationally, had definitely( left their people. They found they 
could not pay the price of Jewish loyalty. So they abandoned the Jewish ranks , 
in the hope that they might escape from the house of bondage and find welcome 
in the land of promise. They becam~, as Thackeray su~gested "the blank pages 
between the Old Testament and ,the New." But the sufiering they had to endure, 
and the sufiering they saw heaped on the people to whom they still belonged, 
awakened a Jewish attachment, a Jewish loyalty which they could not have 
believed they would ever again know. So a Bergoon, a Freud, an Einstein, a 
Ludwig Lewisohn, a Theodore Herzl, all became Jews anew when they felt 
they had ceased to be such. So Emil Ludwig, could say "I became a Jew again 
when Walter Rathenau was so cruely slain." I remain a Jew, because the world 
will not allow me to be other than a Jew. I would not be other than a Jew if I 
could. But I could not be other than a Jew if I would. 
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To my unknown Evangilistic friend 
no doubt his or her people is Divine. 
To me Israel is divine. If every faith 
has a message for the world, so has 
Judaism. But the message must have 
messengers. For ages the Jews have 
stood for a specific program. Commis
sioned of God, as they believed, they 
have tried to. be His faithful witness
es. Their's was an eternal assign
ment. Their work was not to be finish
ed until their message had become 
universal. Each generati::m as it grew 
to maturity accepted the torch as it 
received it from the hands 6l those 
who went before. I dare not break the 
chain. I too must carry on. Hence I 
must remain a Jew. 

The historians tells uS that the sur
vival of the Jew is a miracle. What 
then of the survival of the faith of 
the Jew? Here is a religious program, 
whose followers were tortured at every 
step 'Of the waYl whose teachings were 
,:ot allowed to be published, whose 
lIterature was burnt, which to this 
very day is criticised and maligned 
and yet it lives. Is not the whole trond 
of religious thought, of monistic phil
osophy, an approach to the uncom
promising monotheism for which this 
program has always stood? Are we 
not thinking and writing and speaking 
more and more of the Fatherhood of 
God and ttie Brotherhood of man for 
which this faith has stood through the 
ages? May there not, must there not 
be s~mething divine about this fait3, 
that It endured, nay that it has grown 
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in power, in the face of world hos
tility. Think it over my unknown 
Evangilist. How else interpret the 
mystery saVe as witness to the prin
ciple of the survival of the fit? "Be
hind the dim unknown standeth God 
within the shadow keeping watch 
above His own." I remain a Jew be
cause I feel my faith makes me part of 
eternity. 

I remain a Jew because my faith 
teaches me to have no prejudice against 
those who belong 'to other faiths. To 
hate is to deny the faith we profess. 
All men of every faith, I learned at 
my mother's knee, belong to God, and 
God belongs to all of them even to 
those who deny Him. I resp~ct honest 
people of every faith. The more loyal 

·'they are1 the better men and women 
they will be. It takes all kinds of 
people to make a world . .And it takes 
all kinds of religions to satisfy the 
spiritual needs of all kinds of people. 
We do not all see God in the same way. 
It does not matter, so long as we 
honestly seek to know Him and His 
will. You have heard the tale of the 
group of men arguing as to the best 
way of reaching the crest of a hill; 
Each took his own path, and they all 
met at the top. For ages to come, re
ligiously, each of our groups will 
follow its own course. Some day in the 
distant future, long after we who live 
are gane, men will discover a common 
faith. When that faith comes, it will 
probably represent a composite to 
which every historic religion will have 
made a contribution. Judaism will 
have its share in that larger visian. 
For the present each of us loyal to 
his own, to the truth as he sees it, try
ing to put that truth into practice, 
must learn how to work considerately 
and co-operately with his differing 
neighbor, for their common end, for 
thus will we reach "the tree of life, 
and all that lay hold of it and support 
it will find happiness for its ways will 
be ways of pleasantness and all its 
paths lead to divine peace." 

I say to my unknown Evangilist, in 
the words of the ancient Hebrew sage: 
"Let each walk in the name of his 
God. We shall walk in the way of the 
Lord our God forever and ever." 

Ed1nonton News 
By Miss Jean Cohen 

Dr. Maeth, of New York, N.Y. is a 
visitor in the cty, the guest of her 
aunt and uncle Mr. and Mrs. S. Lis
ker. Dr. Maeth was the fonner Miss 
Goldie Simenstin of this city, having 
been on the teaching staff at the Alex 
Taylor school. Dr. Maeth is a graduate 
of the University of Alberta, and at 
present is doing clinical psychology 
work in New York, and had been 
working with Prof. Pavlov, in Russia. 

Dr. Maeth will be in Edmonton for 
the next few weeks. • • • 

Rosenberg-Hanson. 
Mr. and Mrs. E. Hanson announce 

the marriage of' their daughter, Re
becca, to Mr. Ralph Rosenberg. The 
ceremony which took place at the 
residence of the bride's parents wa~ 
followed by a weddng breakfast at 
the home· of Mr. and Mrs. S. Laub. 

The young couple left for a short 
honeymoon to Calgary and Banff. 

• • • 
Mr. and Mrs. Stein of Altoona, Penn., 

are visiting their daughter. and son
in-law, Mr. and Mrs. B. Wainberg. 

• • • 
Mr. and Mrs. I. Allman and Mr. and 

Mrs. B. Allman and respective fam
ilies have left the city to take up 
residence in Saskatoon. 

• • • 
Mrs. L. Heiman of Montreal, Que., 

is visiting her parents Mr. and Mrs. P. 
Wainberg. 

• • • 
Miss Dora Riskin and Dr. Sam Ris

kin left Saturday evening for Winni-

f 
( 

peg, where they will holiday for the 
next few weeks. 

• • • 
Mrs. A. Cristsll, Mrs. G. Cristall, and 

Mr. Ted Levitt, spent the past week
end in Calgary, Alta. 

• • • 
Mr. Victor Chmelnitsky, of Regina, 

Sask., is a visitor in the city. 
• • • 

Mrs. J. Brody has returned to the 
city after spending the past few 
months in Los Angeles, Calif. 

WINS MUSIC HONORS 

GLORIA LANDER, 

winner of first class honors at the 
Toronto Conservatory of Music for her 
brilliant piano playing. She i, the cnly 
student from Winnipeg to receive the 

" 

" 

award in her class. She is the 12-year
old daughter of 1I1r. ar,d Mrs. D. Lan
der, 410 Redwood avenue. 

ROBLIN COMMUNITY BIDS FAHE
WELL TO S. GOLD, TEACHER 

A farewell banquet for S. Gold, 
teacher in Roblin, Man., was held 
JWle 25, in the community centre. 
The affair was arranged by S. Shreib
er, who acted as chairman, M. Gold
man and 1. Lechter. 

Addresses were given by two former 
studeots of Mr. Gold, Isaac Spigelman 
and Isaac Goldman. Eight-year-old 
Israel Shreiber presented his teacher 
with gifts from the students. 

Mr. Gold spoke briefly in reply, 
thanking the conununity for their well 
wishes. Hadassah women were in 
charge of refreshments. 

KEEP COOL AT THE 

Summer 
Member

ships 

3 Months 
For 

$5 

91 ALBERT STREET 
"The Coo! Spot that's a 

Cooling Spot!" 

CREATED KING'S COUNCIL 

BEN GINSBERG, KC. 
Mr. Ginsberg, prominent Jewish 

barrister of Calgary, past president of 
the B'nai B'rith in that city and pion
eer conununal worker, has been creat
ed a King's COWlcil, according to word 
received here. 
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SHIPMENT 

use 

ALBERTA TRANSPORT 
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