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THE JEWISH POST ------------------------------------

The Hebrew Theatre 
In The Holy Land 
By ERICH GOTTGETREU 

(Seven ArLs-Palcor Correspondent) 

• • 
Within, the next few weeks the 

first bUilding ever constructed as 
a Hebrew theatre, the permanent 
home of the Habimah, will be dedi
cated in Tel Aviv. In this inform
ative review of the Hebrew theatre 
in Palestine, Mr. Gottgetreu tells 
what this theatre 1.vill be like and 
1'eviews the achievements of the 
Hebrew stage. 

-The Editor. 
• • 

JERUSALEM ~ Cmiously enough 
the large German immigration of the 
past two years has been almost com
pletely ignored by the Palestine Heb
rew theatre. While every other prQ
fession has absorbed a number of the 
German newcomers, the doors of the 
Hebrew theatre have been closed 
against them though they did open 
a little for the stage managers. 

No moral issues are involved. The 
Hebrew theatres are a collective unit, 
so to speak. -The artistic stamp of the 

German-Jewish actor is totally differ
ent from that of the actor deriving 
from Russia; and to a still greater ex
tent does he differ from the actor 
who stems from Yemen. Possibly, 
even pro ba bly, the gradual process of 
assimilation to ,Palestinian life and 
conditions may be the stepping-stone 
onto the Hebrew stage. 

The language employed in this most 
subtle of professions certainly consti
tutes a distinct handicap for the new
comers from Gennany. Admittedly, 
they all speak Hebrew fluently. But 
very naturally their Hebrew sounds 
different from that of the members of 
the Habimah of the Ohel, the native 
Hebrew theaires. Not that Hebrew is 
'the mother tongue of the latter, but it 
is, 'so to'speak, their grandmother ton
gue; from childhood onward it has 
been more familar to them than to 
their colleagues from Western Europe. 
And contrary to the Westerners, they 
have a kind of Hebrew subconscious
ness,. 

But there is dramatic talent among 
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the newcomers. Jointly with the sing
ers, Benno Fraenkel created the cham
ber opera. Its performances, of a h1gh 
standard througho~t, are cwell pat
ronized. So far, Offenbach, Gluck and 
Pergolese have filled the programs; 
Mozart's "Seraglie" is in course of 
preparation. 

Miriam Ben Gavriel, Hermann Heuser 
and Horst Ladendod are going to per
form '''Oktobertag,'' by George ~aiser, 
Hebrew translation by J. Kopilewitsch. 
Other modern plays are to follow. 

But Fraenkel is also flirting with the 
legitimate drama. He has formed a 
group among the actors who are not 
members of regular theatres and has 
started working with them, Posters 
are up stating that Esther Taube, 

The .Theatron Chadash (New Theat
er) of Alfred Wolf, formerly of Frank
furt am Main, is rehearsing "Vorunter
suchung" by Alsberg. It has already 
perfonned "Die andere Seite" ("Jour
ney's End") and three short plays by 
Kurt Goetz. Why Wolf should invar
Iably select plays known to the maj
ority of playgoers is something of a 
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puzzle, Another theatrica 1 manager 
promised far more original programs: 
first we were to see a play of Herzl's, 
then one featuring the late Baron de 
Rothschild: But his enterprise came to 
an untimely end before the opening 
performance; he had been sadly lack
ing in a sense of responsibility. 

The Workers' theatre, the ahel, the' 
members of which returned a few 
months ago from a highly successful 
European tour, is rehearsing "Liliom" 
by Moinar and "Sabbatai Zwi" by the 
Hebrew writer Nathan Bistritzky. 
These will probably be followed by 
several Biblical and modem Palestin
ian plays. liThe Merchant of Venice" 
will be the next classical play to be 
staged. Messrs. Halevy and Lobe are 
the stage managers. 

As a rule the Matate th~atre is the 
sole ruler of the satirical field. It is 
amusing to observe written and sung 
Hebrew trip the light fantastic toe. 

The famous Habimah is building 
its own theatre. This event is not only 
of outstanding importance for the 
members of the company, who are at 
lqng last to have a home worthy of 
their art, but for the world at large, 
since it will be the first building put 
up as a Hebrew theatre not merely in 
Palestine, but anywhere. And it win 
be the first building owned by the 
Jewish people solely to be devoted to 
art. 

If the length of period of waiting 
is any criterion of success, this should 
be the most beautiful of all theatres. 
Seven years ago the Tel Aviv Muni
cipality promised the Habimah a loca
tion on land reserved' for a number of 
public buildings. When the city archi
tect showed the plan to the actors he, 
came in for a good deal of criticism, 
It was asked whether he intended to 
make fools of them; and it almost 
seemed so at that time. Not a house 
was to be seen anywhere near the 
proposed site of the theatre. The 
Theatre Square was too far even from 
the Sabbath promenade of the Tel 
Aviv residents. What good was it to 
go out as far as that anyway? Sand 
and sand again. And the plan too 
seemed to be built on sand-at tha t 
time. 

Tel Aviv grew, It numbered 60, 80, 
100,000 inhabitans. Asphalt roads had 
long taken the place of the sand 
dunes. Huge white blocks of houses 
towered up to the sky. No longer did 
anyone speak contemptuously of sand. 
On the same spot which years ago 
seemed a mirage the Habimah theatre 
is now being builtj and next to it, in 
time to come, will be erected a new 
Town Hall, a Museum and a Muni-

cipal Library, 
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