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nationhood" of Jewry in its American as
pect. Within this great community there 
can be, as within analogous ones, all shad

. ings of religious opinion.' But it will be 
functionally one. It will administer, face 
our economic problems in so far as they 
. are group problems, co-ordinate cultural 
and educational activities, focus all social 
services and provide organon of defense 
against anti-Semitism. It will, in brief, pro
vide a sociological frame-up in which it will 
be' easier for Jews to live as Jews, to func
tion as Jews, to bring up their children as 
Jews and therefore to be richer and more 
self-affirmative human beings and mem
bers of the American nation. 
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A Double Celebration 
The fulfillment of a long cherished 

dream has been realized. The hope that The 
Jewish Post would celebrate its Bar-Mitz" 
vah in a home of its own has been fulfilled. 
Grown to manhood The Post stands upon 
the threshold of a new era of life. With 
the continued confidence of those who 
watched it grow it hopes to reach even 
greater heights. 

In another month The Post will enter 
upon the thirteenth year of publication. 
Looking backward through the files and 
noting the steady, progressive growth of 
the publication, one readily realizes that it 
has more than justified its existence in the 
community. The very fact that it has car
ried on for 12 years, some of those the most 
difficult years in the history of Canada, 
through the steady and loyal co-operation 
of reader and advertiser should make it 
clear that there was a need for a publica
tion of the nature of The Post. From week 
to week it has brought to the Jewish com
munities in the West the Jewish news of 
the world, of which there always is an ab
undance. From every nook and corner of 
the earth the Jewish voice was heard to cry 
out-sol!letimes in joy, more often in pain 
or angmsh-and was faithfully recorded in 
the columns of The Post. 

From small beginnings The Jewish Post 
rose in stature to become the recognized 
community organ. . 

At thirteen, after experiencing the 
growing pains of youth, it emerges more 
mature and more experienced in serving 
those wp.o so faithfully fostered and sup
ported It. As The Jewish Post enters its 
thirteenth year of publication in a home of 
its ow~ the management expresses the sin
cere WIsh that The Post may continue to 
serv~ to ever greater advantage the com
mUnIty at large upholding the ideals most 
dear to every. J e~ and striving for right
eousness and Justice and the alleviation of 
suffering J ewry as it has in the past. 

A Cultural Event 
?r. Abram Leon Sa char, the most likely 

chOIce for the post of Executive Secretary 
of the. B'nai B'rith, a position left vacant 
followmg the death of the esteemed Isaac 
Max Rubinow, will be a welcome visitor in 
Winnipeg over the week-end. He is schedul
ed to give four addresses on the B'nai B'rith 
Culh:ral series, a!l undertaking he person
ally maug~rated m the city a year ago. It 
was followmg Dr. Sachar's brilliant ad
dresses to enthusiastic audiences last 
winter that the idea was conceived by a 
group of Ben B'riths to engage a number 
of distinguished lecturers to compose a ser
ies for presentation to Winnipeg audiences. 

(Cont. on page 14) 
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Reconstructionism 

I rIs high time that all thinking Jews 
who may not yet have done so take 
cognizance of the Reconstructionist 

movement and philosophy. No doubt can 
cloud the fact that this movement, for want 
?f an exacter word, is the most philosoph
Ical as well as the most dignified contribu
tion that American Judaism as such has 
yet made to the right and fruitful grasping 
of our problems as a people and as a group 
within American life. 

The founder of the movement is Dr. 
Mordecai M. Kaplan and its fundamental 
text is Dr. Kaplan's "Judaism as a Civiliza
tion". (MacMillan, 1934.) For the past year 
and a half, moreover, Dr. Kaplan and a 
group of his adherents and closer col
leagues have issued a bi-weekly periodical 
called "The Reconstructionist" which ranks 
with the "Jewish Frontier" in that crucial 
matter of intellectual seriousness which is 
so rare in Jewish-American life as it is 
for that matter, in American life itself. ' 

The new and vital documents have just 
issued from the movement both admirably 
presented by the publisher. They are 
"Creative Judaism" by Mordecai M. Kap
lan. (Behrman's Jewish Book House.) 
Rabbi E'isenstein's small volume is a skill
ful popUlarization (in the very best sense) 
of "Judaism as a civilization"; the volume 
of paper represents a selection of varied 
and vital contributions to "The Recon
structionist" which the editors considered 
worthy of reprinting in this more perman
ent form. 

The chief merit of Reconstructionism is 
its realism on fundamental issues. It starts 
ou~ with the recognition that Jewry is 
neIther a sect nor an organization which 
men can join 01' leave. The Jews are a 
people and Judaism is a civilization-the 
civilization of the Jews. It might have been 
happier to have used the word "culture" 
in its anthropological sense. But that is a 
minor detail. The mark of this civilizar
tion or culture, which sets it off from 
others and chiefly characterizes it is the 
fact that it is in the broadest and deepest 
sense a religious civilization. It embraces 
the whole man. But its emphasis is on the 
religious aspect. 

Judaism being a civilization and the 
Jewish people its living bearers or, if one 
prefers, vessels, it follows that, since Jews 
must live within this civilization or, rather 
live it in experience, it can be a healthful 
and so helpful civilization only if Jews live 
it affirmatively and richly. Reconstruction
ism suggests as the most important next 
step toward this end not another Jewish 
order or organization but the consolidation 
of American Jewry into one great com
munity which is to represent through every 
Jew who feels that he is a Jew the "ethical 
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Reconstructionism assumes the central
ity of Palestine to the religious civilization 
of the Jews as well as the at least symbolic
al primacy of the Hebrew language. It re
pudiates the concept of Galuth for the dis
persion and I am very willing that, for prag
matic purposes, it should do so and do so 
with all sincerity. To face the quite ultim
ate psychological truth on this issue is too 
hopeless and paralyzing. By the same token 
Reconstructionism while holding that Jews 
must be crippled souls unless they exper
ience their Jewish civilization affirmative
ly, declares that American Jews must be 
Americ~n first and Jews afterwards. This, 
too, agam from a pragmatic angle, it is well 
enough to concede, although (provided I 
understand con-ectJy) there will be trouble 
about the definition of the word "first". 

N eec1less to say Reconstructionism has 
its critical as well as its constructive as
pects and its criticism of the various forms 
v: hich J uda~sm, and e.specially the religious 
~lfe of J udmsm, take m the world, has been 
nnmensely cogent and telling. But the con
structive aspects of the movement have 
been far more important than its merely 
critical ones, ~nd I do not see how anyone 
can sa:y .anythmg higher in its praise. The 
recognltron of Judaism as the civilization of 
t~e. ~ ew!sh people, the recognition of this 
clvlhz:'ltron as a religions one, the plan to 
organ:ze .the entire Jewish population of 
AmerIca mto one great community for the 
purpo~e. ?r ~elping Jews to live creatively 
the clvl.hzatlO,n which is theirs inevitably 
and whICh therefore alone can give them 
a? adequate means of growth and expres
SIOn-these are capital matters. I do not 
see how any Jew who has reflected at all 
d~eply or at all scrupulously can withhold 
hIS assent or cooperation. 

. ~he weakness of the movement is its 
~lIghtly "d~~ed" positivism. I want to speak 
m all humlhty. The leaders of the move
ment ~re me~ whose Jewish learning and 
authol'lty entrtle them to be my teachers. 
Only, they talk about religion and then 
shy. away. Metaphysical consideration burn 
theJ~ fmgers. They go in 'for Vaihinger 
(taCItly) and the als ob attitude Wh . 
1936? P I '11 • y, m . :, eop e WI . not commune in prayer 
~Ith the power that endorses what we be
heve ought to be", but only with the Melech 
Adon 1'khol. ha-~halom ... I once wrote (if 
I dare mentIOn It) a small book named "The 
Pe:'manent Horizon" which privately I call
ed. Prolegomena to the Jewish' l" The rb t· f re Iglon. I era IOn 0 metaphysics has b 
com:pletely accom12lished. Religion is pr~~~ 
arY.I!l ~he cat.egol'les of time and value. The 
POSltrvlsms dIe-Lucretius, Comte H I 
1"1' el d l' d ' ux ey, .~ a. an. man un -Israel, above all-has 
I cgamed Its chernth olam. 

Continued on page 12 
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OUR EARLY YEARS 
(Glancing Through The Jewish Post Files Of The First Three Years) . 

Post first came into existence to fill AT HOME la If they were not transported to Pal-Thirteen years ago when The Jewish . . . 

a much needed place in the com _ estine was held by the Ezra chapter of 

munity, several happenings of interest Hadassah. 
transpired in the conununity. Looking Allan Bronfman, president of the 
through the files a few of these items RABBI SOLOMON FRANK Jewish Orphanage was honored at din-
are culled and old-timers wil! prob- nero Rabbi Samuel was preparing for 
ably recall with interest, when and Founded in January, 1925, The Jewish Post of Winnipeg is now in a home a visit to the western B.B. lodges. 
under what circumstances they took of its own. . An editorial on "Trotsky" in the 
place. The period leading to a decade Commencing a little better than a decade ago, The Jewish Post came upon the March 6th issue tells of his exile. 
ago is here recalled: Western Canadian Jewish scene to fill a decided need. On Friday, March 13, The Post an-

m common with all Jewish communities in English speaking lands the nounced that it will appear hence-

1925--VOL. 1. 
Anglo-Jewish weekly fulfills a real p=pose. ' forth as a monthly. 

Using the language of the street, the home and society, it brings to its readers The . first Passover, number was 
A striking coincidence is found in the ' 

first iusse of The Post. Vol. 1, No.1, 
anneunces -the removal of the paper 
from temporary quarters at 1152 Main 
St., to the Crump block, Commerce 
Bldg" 848 Main St. (It is interesting 
to note that throughout the history 
of The Post several moves were made 
always to larger quarters and finally 
to its new own home). 

~e n<>ws of the c~rrent Jewish scene and an interpretation of the general situa- featured by a front page cover show
tion. Let us conSIder both of these functions. ing Herzl inviting the Jews to Pales-

The Jew has an interest in common with other tine where the caption reads uThere 
members of his faith and his race. That which is no quota law in force here!" 

The first issue is headed by an 
article by the late beloved Rabbi Her
bert J. Samuel -on a "Review of Dr. 
Eliot's address before Harvard Zionist 
society." Gracing the front page too 
is an article by 1. D. Rusen, on "Zion
ism-The Solution of the Jewish prob
lem." J. Samuel Perlman was writing 
a sports colunm "The Jew in Sport." 

Zoe Isaacs was editing the social 
page and annoWlced in her columns 
that a bridge and whist was being held 
in aid of the Talmud Torah. Dr. 
George Shapera, who was then a resi
dent of Prelate, Sask., was a visitor 
in the city. 

Among the advertisers in the first 
issue were Finkelstein and Co., Alex. 
E. Cantor, Gordon & Kimmell, Arono
vitch & Leipsic, Segal's Bakery adver .. 
tised Sabbath bread, while the Lyceum 
theatre announced the showing of D. 
W. Griffiths "Broken Blossoms" with 
Lillian Gish and Richard Barthelmess, 
at no advance in prices. 

A conunittee of 100 young men were 
organizing to assist the Talmud Torah 
in a drive for funds. The objectiv~ 
was $12,000. liThe success of the cam-
paign is assured," members of the board 
announced. 

In the second issue Rabbi Barnett 
R. Brickner wrote on "Facing the 
Jewish Problem." N. B. Zimmerman 
wrote an article on "The Ideal of the . 
Talmud Torah." 

Isa Kremer, "the world-famed inter
national balladist" appeared at the 
Board of Trade auditorium. 

Dr. and Mrs. Sam Churchill were re
ceiving congratulations on the birth of 
a daughter. Harold Bishop arrived 
from Calgary for an indefinite period. 
Mrs. Finkelstein returned from a trip 
to Montreal; Mrs. Harry Steinberg re
turned from a visit to New York. 

Simon Abrahamsonr Rabbi Samuel, 
A. E. Cantor, H. Sokolov, Marcel Mar
cus, Zoe Isaacs, 'Montague Stall and 1. 
D. Rusen were announced contributing 

editors. 
HThe Wandering Jewish Youth,u by 

HOne of Them" was the leading article 
in the third issue. A reply was given 

is transpiring elsewhere is of conceITl to him. The Post moved downtown to 53 
It also makes for his spiritual growth and cul- Aikins Bldg. 
tural development. Anyone who has travelled An interview with the late H. L. 
considerably in places where a Jewish publica- Weidman told of the first Passover in 
tion has not been accessible has immediately felt Winnipeg. 
the loss. The Anglo-Jewish weekly, bringing us Dr. Gerald Shragge announced the 
a reswne in the language we customarily use, of removal of his offices from Selkirk 
that which is transpiring in Jewry everywhere, avenue, to the Somerset bldg., in the 
makes for individual loyalty and communal May number. 
solidarity. This latter element too, is emphasized Chapter II of the Youth 'Of Zion 
in its columns. In addition to reporting news was organized and Max Wolinsky 
items from outside points, naturally more space wrote a touching article on their as-

is assigned to local happenings. pirations. 
The Anglo-Jewish weekly goes beyond this Rabbi Brickner was a welcome vis-

point. It plays an important part in the foster- itor in the city. 
ing of everything which is best in' the city and Max Steinkopf in an exclusive inter .. 
the nation, ana: to thalt exitent it takes its view with The Post told of his exper-

position among the important publications of the commWlity, working loyally iences in Palestine. "An important 
in the cause of civic goodwill and progress. thing," Mr. Steinkopf observed, "was 

After twelve years of constant publication, the Jewish Post is happy with the absence of hostility on the part of 
its accomplishments. Looking ,back over our years of activity we find that the the great bulk of Arabs." 
Jewish Post has ever endeavored to hold fast to the highest ideals expected of In the issue of Friday, July 3, Dr. 
Anglo-Jewish journalism. Perry, who together with Mr. Stein-

The Jewish Post has served Winnipeg Jewry. It has faithfully recoroed local kopf, represented Winnipeg at the 
happenings. It has zealously and courageously supported that which in its own opening of the Hebrew University, 
unbiased judgment merited support. But above and beyond all else it has ever there was an account of Dr, Perry's 
held fast to those ideals of journalism which have made of the press the power impressions of Palestine. He spoke in 
that it is in Anglo-Saxon lands. the Central Congregational church 

We feel happily and justifiably proud of the position which The Jewish under the auspices of the Menorah 
Post occupies in the considered judgment of Jew and non-Jew alike. society. Archbishop Matheson, presid-

The Jewish Post is now in its own commodious quarters. Thus the better ed. 
enabled to extend the use of itS many facilities to all who recognize the fine Mr. and Mrs. N. 1. Maza were re-
service which this publication is rendering the community. ceiving congratulations on the birth 

As the oldest Anglo-Jewish publication in Western Canada, The Jewish Post of a daughter. Dave and Nat Druxer
pledges itsel£ anew to hold fast to everything which is worth 'While in British man arrived from New York to be the 
Canadian and Jewish interests., ' guests of their parents, Mr and Mrs. 

We are now in our own home; we are happy to serve Winnipeg Jewry. Frank Druxerman, Ruskin Row. 

the following week by Rabbi Samuel. 
Dr. Jehudah Leib Kaufman spoke in 
the city on "What is Jewish Culture?" 

Rabbi Samuel was re-elected to the 
Canadian club executive, A contro
versy was -on over the publication of 
the youth articles. Dr. Churchill took 
sharp issue with the writers. An edit
orial on the subject appeared in The 
Post. 

Marcus Hyman paid tribute to Dr. 
Kaufman. America's newest Cantor, 
Joseph Shlisky, was coming to Win
nipeg. 

In issue No, 4 A. M. Shinbane lashes 
out against Housten Chamberlain and 
Hilaire Belloc in an editorial entitled 
"Criticism." The Montefioire club was 
described by M, E. Kopstein as I~a 
communal organization which surviv
ed the business depression in the city 

that followed the year 1920." The or
ganization was about to celebrate its 
15th anniversary. ' 

An official report or the Menorah 
Educational Loan Fund was given by 
Ernest A, Brotman. 

In the issue of Feb. 13, Israel Tessler 
writes on the Hebrew Sick Benefit 
society. 

Born to Mr. and Mrs. Chas. Gurvich, 
a daughter. 

S. Wodlinger died Feb. 13, at the 
General hospital. 

Sholem AleiL:hem's comedy, "Hard 
to be a Jew", was to be present.ed by 
the Menorah society. 

Allan Bron.fman was a guest from 
Montreal, stopping at the Fort Garry 
hotel. 

A tea to aid Zionist prisoners in 
Russia who faced banishment to Siher-
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An outline of the work' of' the 
Shaarey Zedek was given in the issue 
of July 31, by the newly elected presi
dent, Mrs. Max Heppner. 

Rabbi Samuel's departure was an
nounced. Reports of the Zionist World 
Congress were featured. 

The first Rosh Hashonah number 
contained 50 pages. Rabbi Wohlgeler
enter who was taking up the position 
left vacant by Rabbi Samuel became 
a contributing editor to The Post. His 
first contribution was on "When the 
Shofar Sounds." 

John I. Stein was appointed Western 
Canadian representative of the Laur
entian Insurance Co., of Montreal. 

Dr. Bermack was elected president 
of the Jewish Orphanage. The death of 
Israel Abrams was announced. 

Jack Miles, treasurer and chairman 
(Cont. on page 16) 
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