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eans were worshipping a golden ass's also found bound to a bed there a 
head in their Temple and that he had Greek who was being fattened for sac-

riflce. (In later days a' sii.nilar accusa
tion was made with regard to Christian 
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children.) A Syrian garrison was left in' 
Jerusalem to protect Menelaus and the 
Hellenizers. Nevertheless, the process , . . 
of Hellenization made no progress. On, 
the contrary, by his barbarity, Epi_ 
phanes had aroused the most bitter 
hostility to Gr~k civilization. Crowds 
escaped from Judea and fled to Egypt 
to place themselves under the protec
tion ·of the' Ptolemiesr as Epiphanes 
learnt to his' cost when in 168 B.C. 
he undertook his second campaign 
against Egypt. Once again he was 
thwarted by Rome, once again he 
avenged himself on the Judeansr and 
under Apollonius, the conunander of 
the Syrian garrison in Jerusalem, a 
fresh massacre took place. Hundreds 
of women and children were conveyed 
to the various slave markets. The city 
walls were pUlled down, and in their 
stead a fortress, known as the Akra, 
was built in the centre of the town for 
the use of the Greek troops. 

For Epiphanes had made up his mind 
to put an end to the J udeans and their 
resistance to the policy of Helleniza
Hon, and from merely persecuting the 
people he turned to persecuting Jud
aism. He deprived Judea of autonomy, 
abolished the constitution, the' Torah, 
and forbade the observance of the Jew
ish religious customs, more especially 
that of circumcision, the keeping holy 
of the Sabbath day, and the food regu
lations. On the other hand he ordered 
the immediate adoption of the Greek 
state religion, and the offering of sac
rifices to the Greek gods. In order to 
force the Greek religion upon the Jud
eans, he commanded the sacrifice of 
unclean animals, particularly pigs. 
Greek officials were installed in Jer
usalem -and in all the towns through
Ollt the country, to supervise and en
force -the carrying out of these orders. 
The slightest show of resistance was 
punished with death. Houses of pray
er were razed to the ground, rolls of 
the Torah were destroyed or befouled . ' 
and people were massacred by hund-
reds. Thus the Greek attack on Judea , 
lent a particular form and spirit to 
religious martyr.dom. 

In December 168 B.C., the Temple of 
Yahweh in Jerusalem was consecrated 
to the Olympian Zeus, whose statue was 
set up there, and a pig was sacrificed 
in his honor. As a result of this "hor
rible abomination" (shiqqus shomen) 
more of the inhabitants took their de
parture. IIi a yery short while Jerusal
em was half deserted, and the Greek 
soldiers anq. officials and the Jewish 
Hellenizers alone- remained. 

But in hiding-places along the Shores 
of the Dead Sea, in the wilderness and 
in the mountain caves, the fugitives and 
exiles were arming themselves to offer 
a passionate resistance, heedless of the 
disparity of. the forces involved. Com
promise with the Greek religion was 
out of the question, for its complete 
dissimilarity to their own made it pos
sible only to say yea or nay to it. The 

EDITORIAL-Cont. 
(Cont. from page 4) 

a Mattathias in our midst who win rise 
and cry "Who is for the Lord, follow 
me." Let us profit by the lesson of 
Chanukah. Each of us must become a 
Maccabee. Then perhaps a Mattathias 
will rise in our troubled midst. 
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Hellenizers said yea, while the great 
mass of the people spurred on by the 
Assidaeans to an insensate but heroic 
resistance, said nay. Thus resistance 
both passive and active spread through
out the country. Fresh cases of martyr
dom occured in the case of those who 
refused to sacrifice to false and mori
bund deities. Ever and again zealots 
would emerge from ambush in order 
to pull down the strange altars, drive 
away the officials, and make surprise 
attacks upon the Greek troops. Epiph
anes ordered them to be pursued right 
into their hiding-places, and to be ex
terminated wherever they were found. 
He was now determined to wipe them 
out. But the threat merely resulted in 
lending the opposition the ne'cessary 
strength and powers of organization. 
The Hasmonean family headed the 
struggle and powers of organization. 
Tht Hasmonean family headed the 
struggle against Epiphanes and the 
Greek culture he represented, and or
ganized the fight for the recovery of 
religious independence. 

The head of the family, the priest 
Mattathias, son of John of Modin, to
gether with his five sons, gave the sig
nal for open rebellion and the gather
ing together of all the forces of re
sistance by killing the Greek officer 
and his troops and pulling down the 
Greek altar. Conununications were es
tablished with all those who had due 
deference to the large numbers of As
sidaeans (the "Pious") it was resolved 
in the interests of the cause to fight 
even on the Sabbath day when neces
sary. Far and wide the call to a Holy 
War went forth. At first it took the 
form. of a guerilla war characterized 
by the lightning appearance and dis
appearance- of the rebel troops. But so 
great was the determination with 
which it was waged, and so rapidly did 
the Jewish forces grow, that Epiphanes 
was forced to send out a regular army 
against them under the comanmd of 
Appollonius. The Judeans, who were 
led by the Hasmonean Judas, sur
named Judas Maccabeus (the Hammer
er), accepted battle and held their own, 
and at Bethhoron that same year (166 
B.C.) they defeated a second and larg
er anny sent against them under the 
command of Seron. A third army un
der Gorgias, which was expected to 
exterminate the Judeans root and 
branch1 and which, fully confident of 
victory" allowed slave-dealers with, 
their coffers and chains to join the camp 
from the beginning1 was defeated in 
the neighborhood of Emmaus. The 
froces of Judas Maccabeus had now in
creased to 10,000 men, and with them 
he was able in the following year 
(165' B.C.), when Epiphanes sent yet 
another army against him under the 
'command of his lieutenant Lysimachus, 
to win ,a brilliant victory near Beth
sura and to clear the Greeks out of the 
country. He was now master of Judea. 
The road to Jerusalem was clear and 
he took possession of the city, drove 
the Hellenizers and the remnants of 
the Greek garrison into the Akra, and 
made clear to all what his struggle 
had meant by solemnly reconsecrating 
the desecrated Temple. Ever after
wards Chanukah, or the Feast of Con
secration, has been celebrated among 
the Jews. 
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