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The Agony Of Israel 
In the introduction to his recent book 

"Twilight of Liberty", Professor Watson Kirk
connell, formerly of Winnipeg and now at Mc
Master university, Hamilton, tells the story of the 
unfortunate young woman who had bee,n buried 
alive by mistake in the crypts under the church 
of St. Michael, in Vienna. She regained conscious
ness too late for her despairing struggles to be 
heard. "That," Professor Kirkconnell concludes, 
"is a possible symbol of Freedom buried alive 
under a Nazi world-order, and buried, not by 
accident, but by the deliberate brutality of her 
enemies." That, too, may have been the motive 
which prompted this distinguished man of 'letters 
and ,humanitarian to write his poem "The Agony 
of Israel" which appeared, in a recent issue of 
The Jewish Post. He himself in a note to the 
editors of the Anglo-Jewish press states: "This 
poem is written out of lifelong sympathy for the 
Jewish' people and the keen distress over our 
Government's attitude tow a r d s the refugee 
situation." 

A United Nations Conference 
It was gratifying to learn from Judge Bernard 

A. Rosenblatt during his visit to the city over the 
week-end that there is hope for a successful con
ference in America to discuss a uniform program 
for American Jewry to present at the peace con
ference. The American Jewish conference sched
uled to open in New York on August 29, will be 
representative of all the leading Jewish organiza
tions. Democratic elections are now proceeding 
and indications point to a sincere desire on the 
part of the various groups interested to draft a 
common platform. The aims are simple. American 
Jewry must take the lead in rescuing world Jewry. 
The importance of the conference takes on added 
significance in view of the recent statement by 
Rabbi Irvinlj: Miller, of New York, qn his return 
from an extended stay in England, that the Jew
ish problem will receive consideration at the 
peace table. 

The question has been asked why Canadian 
Jewry is not participating in this conference. In 
our opinion this would not be in the best interests 
of the American gathering. What would be far 
more productive of concrete results would be a 
meeting of Jewish representatives from all the 
United Nations, in which Canada would be in
cluded, as soon after the American conference as 
would be physically possible. With a unified voice 
speaking for American Jewry it would be essential 
to have a united voice speak for World Jewry. 

I 

Greek War Relief Fund 
The closing date of the Greek War Relief drive 

is Saturday. All those who have not made their 
contribution to this worthy cause are urged to do 
so at once. The heroism of the the valiant Greek 
people is well known to ev~ry Canadi.an .citizen. 
Their resistance to the NaZI and FasclSt mvader 
is but another glorious chapter in the ancient 
history of these brave people. 

Today, Greece, overrun but unconquered, is a 
land robbed of its food and wealth by the Axis 

(Cont. on Page 6) 
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The Jews Are A People 
, 

By DOROTHY THOMPSON 

I N considering the nature and the solution of 
the Jewish problem, one fundamental factor 
must be kept in the forefront. The Jews are 

a people. To ignore that fact is to miss the point 
of the abnormality of the Jewish position. 

I believe that as long as the Jews do not have 
a country of their own, built by themselves and 
expressing their own peculiar culture and way of 
life, there will continue to exist a common super
stition about them in the Gentile world. 

That is why I believe the Zionists are right. I 
believe that Jewry must have a home and a state, 
in order that the life of Jewry shall be normalized 
to the life of all other men on this planet. When 
that happens, and when a few generations have 
passed, the problem of "assimilation" will solve 
itself. For then a man of Jewish inheritance can 
very simply decide whether he is or is not a Jew. 
He will be able to abandon his religion and his 
Jewishness without abandoning his people and' 
feeling that he is traitorous. For his people wiJ] 
be represented, as all other peoples are repre
sented, by what they as an integrated and respon
sible community are able to show as their unique 
culture., ' 

In that family of nations the Jews must have 
their place. Room must be made for them. It 
need not be an enormous state; it need not be 
a state in which all Jews must live. All Englishmen 
and Britons don't live on the British Isles or even 
in the British Commonwealth. All Swiss don't live 
in Switzerland, or' all' Swedes in Sweden. More 
Irish live in America than live in Ireland. But a 
Jew, like an Irishman, must be able to say: That 
'is,the land of my fathers, the expression of my 
people's genius, and that is the land, that wher
ever I am alien, represents my interests and pro
tects me according to the law of nations. It is 
my firm conviction that when that happens and 
happens fully, the superstition about the Jews will 
evaporate. 

What the Jews have already accomplished in 
Palestine emphasizes that the establishment of a 
Jewish state there is not only theoretically desir
able, but concretely practical. Between the two 
wars, from which the Jewish people have perhaps 
suffered most, Palestine has made great strides 
forward. 

To my mind, the great things that Zionism has 
accomplished have been amongst youth. For it 
has removed them from an abnormal atmosphere 
into one which is normal for the rest of mankind 
It has set their feet upon the earth, earth which 
they can call their own and defend as their own 
and has restored to them their names. The youth: 
ful citizen of Palestine has a name, a Hebrew 
name. The youthful Zionist is not divided from 
mankind by the fact of his Palestinian and national 
citizenship; he is joined to it. 

In the past ten years thousands of young chil
dren have been rescued from Hitler's Europe and 
brought into Palestine. I understand that the 
British government is prepared to admit almost 
thirty thousand additional children by next April. 
The realization of this goal would be the most 
constructive solution of their problem. 

To the sufferings which Jewish children share 
with millions of other children must be added 
another suffering which can have the most cor
rosive of all effects upon the soul, the suffering of 
humiliation. The effect of humiliation upon the 
young is to create either an aggressive, obsequious 
or ne?ro~ic personality. Tha:t is,:why the possibility 
of brlllglllg them to Palestine IS so gratifying. 

It is my beli~f that at this moment, in this 
world, the one slllgle space where a Jewish child 
can be sent, with the most favorable opportunity 
to grow into a psychologically adjusted human 
being, is Palestine. The reason is a simple one' it 
is the only place where the Jewish child, after 
being subj ected to every kind of physical hardship 
and psychological shock finds himself immediately 
welcome as a member of a community. Elsewhere 
he may be welcomed as an individual. There alone 
is he welcome and in that sense that he is at home. 
Elsewhere he must immediately compete. There 

t 

he must co-operate. 
I believe that the Jewish people, as a people 

have a contribution to make to mankind. I a~ 
familiar enough with the social organization of 
Palestine to believe that the stone that is being 
re,iected by Europe may become the very pillar 
of the temple. A people who through the vicissi
tudes of thousands of years has retained its 
jdentity while other peoples have perished off the 
earth, has in it some wisdom of survival which 
transcends mere happenstance. Its recognition of 
the unique God, the creator; its religion of right
eousness, truth, and charity; its emphasis on the 
social nature of the family; its respect for intellect 
which also leads it to place the scholar and teacher 
above the millionaire in esteem-all of these quali
ties of mind, all this accumulation of social experi
ence, under persecution and suffering, contains 
the elements for the building of a great state. 

I believe in your people. I am not a Jew. If a 
Jew does not believe in his own people, as a people, 
then he is less a Jew than I. 

If you believe in your own people, you must 
save them. You must save them for the state 
which they must found, and you must save them 
because they are your brothers and your hope. 

You, as Jews, and believers in the prophets of 
Israel, who through vicissitude understood and 
preached that misfortune and disaster, are but 
the invitations of God to repentance, you whose 
religion teaches the inexorable law that all sins 
against God and nature are punished in due time, 
and you, whose race has been the greatest sufferer 
in a world of suffering mankind, have, I think, 
two challenges: To preserve your people and ful
fill the scriptural injunctions regarding your com
munity, and to join with men of all faiths and 
creeds who are determined that we shall find the 
true path out of our present darkness. - Part 
of the address delivered by Miss Thompson at the 
U.P.A. Conference held at Philadelphia May 1, 
1943. 

J.T.A. News---Twenty 
Years Ago This Week 

(Copyright, 1943, J.T.A.) 
Vienna - The establishment in the Crimea of 

a series of colonies for Jewish agricultural settlers 
is contemplated by the Joint Distribution com
mittee and the Jewish Colonization association in 
accordance with the plans outlined by Dr. Rosen, 
J.D.C. representative in Russia, it was announced 
here. The plan would involve the expenditure of 
about $1,000,000. It is understood to have the 
approval of the Soviet government. 

London - 'Speaking in the House of Lords, the 
Duke of Devonshire, Colonial Secretary, declared 
that the government had every intention of giving 
full support to Sir Herbert Samuel, High Commis
sioner for Palestine, according to the instructions 
of the Mandate, since the Mandate was an inter
national obligation and the Balfour Declaration 
was the basis on which it was accepted by the 
Allied powers. The, Duke of Devonshire's state
ment came in reply to an attack on the govel'll
ment's policy in Palestine by Lord Islington who 
charged that the Arabs would never accept a 
"Zionist system of government". 

Vienna - The Vienna "Morning JOUl'llal" con
tains a report that the Soviet has ordered the 
Jewish Commissariate revived. This action, the 
paper says, is to be a part of a comprehensive 
~lan to develop a council of nationalities. _ 

The J~ish Calendar 
Fast of Tamuz ............................. ,,, .......................................... July 20 
L"ast of Ninth of Av ................................................................ Aug. 10 
~osh Hashonah ............................................................ S~pt. SO·Oct. 'l 

ash Hnshonnh ..... " ..................................................... Sept. so-Oct. 1 
~1:lc~oth ................................................................................... Oct. 14-19 

IS or ........................................................................................ Oct. 21 
~imchas Torah ......................................................................... ·Oct. 22 

hanukah .................................................................................. Dcc. 22 

I I I 

,., 
--~~- .. 7 

" 

ThUl'Sday, June 24, 1943 
F'~' ,Tl!WI8H ..;!'_O_8_'r~ ______________________ p_a::.ge_Thre-' . .,-,e 

r'" ,_ .. : 
For a moment Barkan forgets the 

reverence and respect with whiC;h 
he regards the rabbi and interrupts 
him in a crying voice:, The· Rabbi's New Garment' 

he hear the rabbi say, "We must not 
enjoy the'labor of others unless it is 
paid for." 

To this Barkan always said: "No
body knows the piety of our rabbi. I 
agree that he is not as well-known 
as some other rabbis because he 

A Short Story 

By S. B. KOMAIKO 
(Copyright, 1943, J.T.A,) 

always said: 
as regards the Sabbath day. devotes his time to the study of th~ 

True, the tailor shop was closed on. Torah. I am telling you whenever 
Saturday, but something compelled you come to his house, day or night, 
him in a secret manner to take a he has his face in the Book. I am 
street car for down town .... It was telling you that a rabbi and a tailor 
a convenient. day for him to visit from the old country cannot be beat." 
wholesale woollen houses where he. Barkan is in hopes that the rabbi 
could pick up remnants. There were has the money to pay by this Tues
also trimming houses and button day and that he should wear it 

1(1 am a haimesher shnider for 

haimeshe menshen." 

T HIS is not the first time that Meaning that he is a tailor from 
Hyman Barkan, the well-known the old country for old country 

m~rchaht tailor in the Jewish neigh- folks. 
borhood, is on his way to the home Of course, it was, a great honor and 
of the rabbi, with a new garment. distinction for hir ( when tp.e rabbi 

Barkan always prided himself that. of his congregation, a few years ago, 
he is a professional tailor from the: ordered an overcoat for the winter. 
old country. He came to America as The rabbi, too, at that time was a 
a middle-aged man. Instead of get- middle-aged man. It was not neces
ting lost in a large clothing factory, sary for him to remind Barkan that 
he opened a small store where he put his warm coat should not be sewed 
out a sigo with red letters on a white, on the Sabbath, for the rabbi knew 
background which read as follows: that Barkan was a God fearing man 

"All kinds of tailoring. good work, and he kept his shop closed on the 
and reasonable. Hyman Barkan, a Sabbath. 
tailor from the old country." However, he empJ-.dSized strongly. 

The announcement on the,,;gu, "All that Barkan should be watchful and 
kinds." attracted all sorts of custom- careful not to put "Shatniz" in the 
ers. Most of them were women from; coat. This means that since the 
the middle class, and working men. material for the coat is woollen, 
They began by bringing in all kinds, there should not be any cotton in the 
of alterations. Later Barkan also, trimmings. 

manufacturers where he could pick "Gezunterheit." r 

up odd lots at the end of the week. Barkan never studied psychology. 
In the beginning Barkan would His entire life he studied pieces of 

make his visits to down town in the. wool, trimmings and buttons. Hu: 
afternoons, because on Sabbath understanding of human souls was 
morning he went to Shul and after- rather limited. Yet when the rabbi 
wards enjoyed a delicious "Tsholnt" greeted him with a melancholy ex
which was made by his efficient wife, pression, Barkan knew the reason. 
Rivka, in the "Haimeshe" style. For the moment he is lost, but he 
Sometimes he took a nap afterwards. gathers courage and calls out: ((Rabbi, 
But he discovered when he came let me show you that my tailoring is 
down town in the afternoon all the like old wine. The older I get, the 
bargains had been picked up by better is my work. 1'11 tell you that 
other tailors, so at the advice of the young tailors torture their cus-
Satan he started to make his trips tomers with measurements, fittings 
down town early Saturday mornings. and what not. I need all those 

The rabbi of his synagogue never thO f Ka w II bb' I t 

"May you live long, rabbi, won't 
you at least let me put the coat on 
you? For all my labor and toil day 
by day, won't you give me a chance 
to enjoy my tailoring? You will see 
that even the rebbitzan will admit 
that notwithstanding the fact that 
I am so many years in this country, 
I am still an old country tailor." 

Barkan on purpose brings in the 
name of the rebbitzan, seeing her 
approaching from the kitchen. She 
greets him pleasantly. 

"How are you, Mr. Barkan? Oh, 
I see you came with my husband's 
coat." 

"Yes," answers Barkan with a sigh, 
Ubut the rabbi, may he live long, will . ' not gIve me the pleasure to see how 
it looks on him." 

The rebbitzan is silent . . . She 
knows her husband, the rabbi . • • 
She also knows her own situation. 
She, too, is waiting for that cheque 
which was to have arrived today. 
The needs are great. While the 
grocer and the butcher are kind to 
her, she feels that she cannot impose 
upon them ••• 

made new clothes for them, particu- i . As _for "Shatniz" Hyman Barkan. 
larly for the older generation. He, ,kept his word but he rather stumbled 

, . b mgs or pores. e ,ra 1, e 
asked explanations for hlS a sence i me put your new garment on you. 
from the Shul on Saturday morn- I ·11 t II th t ill h t WI e you a you,W see w a 
ings. To some of the members who f' . bId PI It" 

URebbitzan," calls Barkan with 
excitment, "you too are against me. 
Won't you help me to see that the 

(Cont. on page 9) 
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By BORIS SMOLAK 

a me JO rna e. ease e me ... 
pressed him for an explanation for Wh th' tl f f the en on e saln y ace 0 

his absence he would I shaY:d F'd rabbi appears a forced smile, Barkan 
"I had an awfu ar nay. I h art 

h · f osese ... 
Everybody wants t elr garments or "Please rabbi,H Barkan pleads with 
Sabbath, so I could not get up in the deep emotion, "1'11 tell you. Let me 
morning on account of a terrible see how the coat will look on you." 
headache." 

• • • 
Now Barkan walks briskly carry-

"My dear Barkan," entreats the 
rabbi with sympathetic voice, "I can 
hardly explain to you my regret that 
I asked you to bring my coat today. 
It was my great hope that I shall be 
able to pay for it today. I expected 
to receive a cheque from the congre
gation, but unfortunately, it has been 
delayed. You understand, my friend 
that I have no complaint to make. 
These are hard times and we all go 

r 
through trials and tribulations. May 
the Father of Mercy help us all. I 
am sure ... " . 

Weekly Giggle 
Their Little Way 

A Dutch Nazi, sent back from 
Russia wounded, had to report at a 
German hospital in Amsterdam. He 
found two doors - one marked 
uSeriously Wounded" and the other 
ULightly WOWlded". He chose the 
latter, and found himself in a cor
ridor with two more doors, "Ger
mans Only" and "German Allies". 
. He passed through the "German 
Allies" door; it swung shut behind 
him-and there he was out in the 
street again. 

ing a new garment for the rabbi. As 
a matter of fact, it was finished a 
week before but the rabbi requested 
that it be delivered today, Tuesday. 
Barkan knows from long experience 
why his rabbi, who now has aged 
very much, wanted to wait a whole 
week for the coat. His rabbi, to 
whom he becomes more and more 
attached as the years go by, will 
not put any clothes on himself unless 
it is paid for. More than once did .-------------------------------------------

EYES ON WASHINGTON - Important developments concerning 
Palestine are now brewing in Washington. . . . Sufficient to say that Dr. 
Weizmann, who contemplated returning to London this month, may change 
his mind and remain in the United States for a few more weeks .... This, 
despite the fact that he is very much wanted now in England and is anxious 
to get there as soon as possible .... I would not be surprised if Dr. 
'ft/'eizmann is in the midst of decisive consultations in Washington within 
the next six weeks. . . . I do not think I will be committing a breach of 
confidence if I disclose here that the Zionist leaders who originally 
decided to ignore King Ibn Saud's anti-Jewish statement in Life magazine, 
have changed their minds .... Yau will read a lengthy Zionist reply to the 
ruler of Saudi-Arabia signed either by Dr. Weizmann or by Dr. Stephen 
S. Wise in an early issue of Life. . . . The Zionist leaders decided to 
answer Ibn Saud after an important vjsit to Washington by Dr. Weizmann 
last week. ... He returned to New York in quite a happy mood .... And 
speaking of the statement which Ibn Saud published in Life, it will interest 
many to learn that the English translation of the Arabic text turned out to 
be somewhat incorrect .... One passage in the statement reads too mildly 
in its English translation as compared with the original. ... Experts who 
studied the original, as it appeared in Arabic in Life magazine, discovered 
that the text implied that all Jews who settled in Palestine aiter the Balfour 
Declaration would be dep~rted if Ibn Saud has his way .... This implication 
was "softened up" in the English translation .... Zionist leaders feel that 
it would have been much better if the text, with all its implications, had 
been published in Life magazine in a painstakingly correct translation .... 
This would have given the world a better idea of what the ruler of Saudi

Arabia actually has in his m4Jd. . .. 
JEWISH PEACE FEELERS - Both Zionists and non-Zionists are 

rather glad that the American Jewish Conference will hold its sessions 
not in July, as originally planned, but in the latter part of August .... 
By that time many important issues which would have brought friction to 
the Conference if it were held on July 1, will assume quite a different 
and more peaceful aspect. ... Including the Palestine issue~ ... I under
stand that it is possible that the Palestine issue may be straightened <lut 
between Zionist and non-Zionist leaders even before the American Con
ference convenes .... One proposal is that the fourteen American members 
of the Administrative Committee of the Jewish Agency come together 
and agree on a united program for post-war Palestine to be brought 
before the American Jewish Conference .... There are seven Zionists and 
seven non-Zionists in the American section of the Administrative Com
mittee of the Jewish Agency .... An agreement between them would be 
tantamount to agreement between all groups of American Jewry, since they 
are the leading figures in their organizations. .'. . Such an agreement 
presented to the American Jewish Conference would find little opposition 
and would saVe lots of battling .... As there is practically no disagreement 
on the post-war demands for Jews in Europe among the various groups 
participating in the Conference, a pre-arranged agreement on post-war 
Palestine would complete the spirit of unity and would avo~d UlUlecessary 

zonfusion and dissension. . . . 

-'.~-

HIGHLANDERS PIPE THE VICTORIOUS 8th ARMY INTO GABES 

• 
Men of the famous 51st Highland Division piping 

the 8th Army in Gabes, Tunisia, after General 
Montgomery's successful outflanking movement had 

-
broken down the deep Mareth LinE] defences and 
driven the Axis armies northwards. Gabes fell to 
the 8th Army on March 29, 1943. 
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