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Sweden's Noble Offer 
The noble offer by Sweden, termed "impudent" 

by the Nazi madman, to permit Danish Jews to 
come to that little country, will not be forgotten 
either by the Jewish people or by the people of 
a world where sanity has been restored. To 
Sweden has fallen the signal honor of being the 
first country to raise its voice since the dark and 
bedevilled days of 1933, to extend asylum to a 
people that has suffered unparalleled cruelties 
under the heel of a tyrannical and sadistic dic
tatorship. In its long history of martyrdom the 
Jewish people had always been able to find a place 
of refuge. Not until the enlightened twentieth 
century did the doors dose in the face of persecu
tion. 

The action of the Swedish Government has 
broken the chain that had locked out the basic 
principle of human decency and compassion for 
one's fellow man. The doors have been opened 
ever so slightly, but even this is cause for hope 
that other nations will now follow this great 
example. 

The bodies of those riddled with Nazi bullets, 
caught while attempting to escape to the friendly 
shores of Swedish hospitality is yet another indi
cation {)f Nazi sadism that a world has witnessed 
and refused to believe. Perhaps now there will be 
a greater realization of the great sin the world 
has committed in turning a deaf ear to the pleas 
and entreaties of a people trapped in a horror 
chamber for a decade. 

The II Arms Trial" 
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The Jews 
By ALFRED ESPIRO 

(Copyright, 1943, Jewish Telegraphic Agency) 

J EWISH writers in the Middle Ages and even 
of a later date were fond of a Hebrew pun 

, on the name Italy. They referred to it as 
I-tal-yah, which in Hebrew means "the land of 
the dew of God". This play on the name Italy, 
reveals their fondness for Italy. It was a land 
where God's dew of mercy fell for them. To be 
sure, the history of Italy is not without manJl: 
periods when Pope or civil ruler made the lot of 
the Jews unhappy, but on the whole the position 
of the Jew had been a favorable one there. 

As Benito Mussolini once said, the Jewish com
munity of Italy is the oldest Jewish community 
in Europe. As far back as the Maccabean period 
we know of relations 'between Rome and Jerusa
lem. Before Christianity was born, Simon J\lIacca
beus had dispatched emissaries seeking an alliance 
of Rome with Judaea against the Syrians and the 
emissaries were fa:vorably received and the alli
ance formed. 

At the time of Julius Caesar there was a con
siderable Jewish group in Rome, and no element 
of the population lamented Caesar's passing more 
than the Jews. Speaking of the dirges after J uJius 
Caesar's death, the Roman historian, Sueton, 
writes: "Each people sang its mourning songs, 
but in a special way must be remembered the Jews 
who for many nights went to the hill where Julius 
Caesar was buried." 

Julius Caesar had become endeared to the Jews 
because Caesar had favored them. In his empire 
building, Caesar had found the Jews, because of 
their dispersal, a particularly valuable element. 
They were important building bricks in his exten
sion of Rome, the city state, to the Roman Empire. 

Today we are prone to look askance at such 
empire building proclivities as marked the career 
of Julius Caesar, but it should be remembered 
that imperialism at that day contributed no little 
to the widening of horizons and to the abatement 
of intolerance. In September, 1934, when Musso
lini had a lurking sneer for Hitler, he said in a 
speech, referring to the Nazi doctrines of race 
hatred: 

"Thirty c e n t uri e s of existencjl allow the 
Italians to look with some pity on certain doc
trines which are preached beyond the Alps by 
those who were illiterates when we had Caesar, 
Virgil and Augustus." 

It was in the days of the great Roman Empire 
that she did stand for tolerance to peoples of all 
creeds. It was only recently that Madame Chiang 
Kai Shek, speaking in America, called attention 
to the fact that the Roman Empire endured so 
long because of this very tolerance. It is a pity 
that Mussolini, who himself first recognized this 
and voiced contempt for Nazi race ideas, should 
himself finally have been contaminated with the 
same poison. 
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Of Italy 
When Mussolini was a boy growing up, the 

Mayor of Rome, Ernesto Nathan, was a Jew .. At 
the peace conference after the First World War, 
it was Sonino, a Jew, who with Wilson, Clemen
ceau and Lloyd George, were regarded as the 
leaders around the peace table. Luigi Luizaati for 
years was a member of the Italian cabinet. 

In many other ways it was evident that there 
was little if any bitterness between the Jews and 
non-Jews. For one thing, the percentage of inter
marriage was enormously high. At Venice,: for 
example, the rate of intermarriage was about one
third of the whole number. It was to Italy that 
David Lubin, the American Jew who is immortal
ized in one of H. G. Wells' books, turned when he 
conceived the founding of an International Insti
tute of Agriculture. 

In 1922, Mussolini's "Blackshirts" marched on 
Rome. It cannot be said that the Jews viewed 
this march altogether unconcernedly, because the 
Jews were allied with the liberal forces, yet as 
pointed out before, it was not. until Hitler's ties 
with Mussolini's were firmly linked, that there 
was to be any real apprehension or serious cause 
for it. 

On May 31, 1929, Jacob Landau, managing 
director of the Jewish Telegraphic Agency, had 

. an interview with Mussolini. It was shortly fol
lowing the conclusion of a Concordat between 
Mussolini and the Catholic church, and some ap
prehension was expressed in non-Catholic circles 
about their own status as a consequence. In this 
interview, Mussolini said: "The Concordat, if any
thing has improved the status of the Jewish 
community in Italy. The Jewish community in 
Italy is 2,000 years old; in fact it is the oldest 
Jewish community in Europe. The Jew wept on 
Caesar's grave and has throughout a period of 
more than 20 centuries participated in the history 
of the country during all of its trials and tribu
lations." 

In 1932 in an interview with the German
Jewish writer, Emil Ludwig, Mussolini went on 
to scoff at Hitler doctrines of race: "There are 
no pure races. Not even the Jews have remained 
unadulterated. Race that is sentiment, not realit~. 
National pride does not require this delirium of 
race. Anti-Semitism does not exist in Italy. The 
commandant of Sardinia, General Modena, is a 
Jew; another general in the artillery is a Jew." 

A few years later however, Benito, who had 
been laughing at Adolf, as an imitator began to 
get increasingly chummy with Shickelgruber. The 
launching of Mussolini's Ethiopian campaign 
strengthened this bond and when Mussolini began 
dreaming dreams of conquest of Arab lands, the 
possibilty of the exploitation of anti-Semitism as 
a means to attract the Arabs, further strengt~
ened his leaning to follow Hitler on the antl
Jewish issue. 

Mussolini, to be sure, at first made profes
sions of liberalism generally. In an interview with 
Theodore Wolff, former editor of the Berliner 
Tageblatt, as late as 1933, Mussolini said: "There 
is not the least relation between my imitators in 
other lands and myself. Italian Fascism is a 
stranger to the doctrine of anti-Semitism. Italian 
Fascism is not reactionary. It is a democracy of 

On August 3, 1938, it was announced that 
Jews were to be dropped as teachers in all schools 
and subsequently Jewish children were denied 
admission to Italian schools. Signor Salem, the 
Jewish Mayor of Trieste, was forced to resig~. 
Theodore Mayer, editor of a leading paper III 
Trieste, was forced out. Italians began to be 
punished for dealing with Jews and Jews were 
forced out of employment. Little by little, every 
Nazi anti-Jewish measure was duplicated in Italy. 

The infamous "Arms Trial" in Jerusalem has 
come to a close with the conviction and sentencing 
of Leib Sirkin and Abraham Rachlin-to terms of 
ten and seven years' imprisonment respectively. 
The men were found guilty of illegally securing 
arms stolen from military stores. As the trial 
proceeded every effort was made to inject libel
lous propaganda levelled at leading Jewish insti
tutions in Palestine, not excluding the Jewish 
Agency, implying that they were directly involved 
in a gigantic conspiracy to smuggle arms to secret 
Jewish defence groups. No proof was offered by 
the prosecution to back these statements, but no 
opportunity was lost to spread what Judge Louis 
E. Levinthal, retired president of the American 
Zionist Organization, -called a scandalous smear 
campaign aimed at the Jewish Agency and Jewish 
Palestine. 

The circumstances surrounding the affair 
which attracted world wide attention, since the 
issues involved transcended· the guilt or innocence 
of the two accused·, lead to the belief that there 
is a great deal of truth in the charges of the 
J'ewish leaders in Palestine .that the trial was a 
"frame-up". Instigated at a time when the White 
Paper's immigration clauses were about to be 
implemented, it was obvious from the, outset 
from the statements made by the prosecution 
that their interests were beyond the conviction 
of the two accused. It is difficult to believe that 
the presence in Palestine at the' time of the 
attests of leading journalists· including the two ' 
Sulzbergers was coincidental. CuriouslY enough 

. (Cant. on page 7) 

authority." We may take with a whole salt-shaker 
of salt Mussolini's contention that Italian Fascism 
was not reactionary, but it is true that Italian 
Fascism was at the first and for a long period of 
time, not anti- Semitic. Not only was J\lIussolini 
not antiJSemitic, but the whole background for 
anti-Semitism did not exist in Italy. Perhaps in 
part this was due to. the fact that the Jewish 
population was small. The Jews were estimated 
to number only some 57,000. But beyond this fact 
was the primary fact that the Italians always had 
had a tradition of liberalism to minorities, They 
had evolved no Nietzches and Trietschkes and 
Chamberlains to. exalt war and ruthlessness and 
chauvinistic nationalism. Noone ever spoke of 
Italian arrogance as one speaks of Prussian arro
gance. 

(Cont. on page 7) -

The Jewish Calendar 
Succoth, 1st Day ........... ,.", .................................................. ,,Oct. 1~ 
Succoth, 2nd Day ...................................... , .............. " ....... ".,Oct. 10 
Hashana Rabah ....................................... " ............................. Oct. 20 
Shemini Atzereth .................................................................... Oct. 21 
Simehath, Torah ................................. _ ..................... " .......... Oct. 2~ 

.Rosh Chodesh Cheshvan ................................................... · .. Oct. 3 
Uosh Chodesh Kislev ......................................... ,,, ................ Nov. z~ 
Chanukah, 1st Do.y .. ", ............ " ... , ... " ••• ~." ............... ·····, .. •• .. ··Dec. 23 
Ohanukah, 2nd Day ........... " ............. " ......... " ....................... Dcc .. 2 

*Rosh Chodesh ',I'ebeth .... " ........... : .............. " ..................... ; .... Dee. 2g 
Chanukah, 8th Day" .. """ ............................. """ ................... Dee. 2 

'" Also observed previous day. 
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you know what Canada has done for 

you. It has given you peace, and the 

right to work; the chance to worship in 

your own faith, to enjoy happiness; to know 

security and freedom from fear. What can 

you do for Canada? 

You can do a lot. You can show her your 

loyalty and appreciation by being a good 

citizen. You can observe her laws faithfully, 
.. 

~crupulously. You can work hard at your Job, 

whatever it may be, to increase production, 

and ease the strain of man-power shortages. 

You can LEND yot.~r money to Canada. 

Canada is engaged, side by side with the 

other United Nations, in the greatest war 

of all· time, the war for freedom. Canada 

needs the money you can Lend to help to 
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pay the costs of the :; p,:< ;\' ,:,~:',~_t<{YJ ~".// 

For the dollars Y~:~ND,;~'~Q 
Victory Bonds. These are Canada's promise 

to repay_ your money - and Canada has 

never failed to repay money loaned to her. 

. Victory Bonds will pay you good interest, 

and the money you LEND will be helping 

Canada to give her troops the sustained 

power that will speed the end of the war, 

and bring them home victorious. 

Buy Victory Bonds now. Buy all you 

can from your savings, then buy moreevery 

month out of your income. You will soon 

have saved a nest-egg that' will provide you 

with enough money to take advantage of 

the opportunities Canada will offer after 

the war. 

HOW TO BUY 
"", , ",' .' 

Give your order to the Victory Loan salesman who calls on you or place it with any branch 
bank or trust company. You can also buy Bonds through your employer for cash or on 
the Payroll Savings Plan. Or send your order to your local Victory Loan Headquarters. Any 
one of these agencies will be glad to give you every assistance in completing your appli

cation. Bonds may be bought in denominations of ~50, ~100, ~500, ~l,OOO and larger. 

Speed tile Victory 

NATIONAL WAR fINANCE COMMITTEE 
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