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ANew Era. In Zionism 
The twenty-seventh annual national conven

tion of the Zionist Organization of Canada saw 
the" end of an era in the movement and the 
beginning of a new and what is hoped a vigorous 
and vital period that will see the realization of 
our ultimate aims, a Jewish national home in 
Palestine. 

Canadian Jewry, it would appear, has finally 
awakened to its responsibilities. The hour of 
decision is near, the hour is late but the signs 
as evidenced at the historic gathering in Montreal, 
are favorable. There can be no mistaking the 
determination of the desire of a united Jewry 
in Canada. There can be no misinterpretation of 
its united will to see the revocation of the in
famous White Paper and the implementation of 
the Balfour Declaration. 

Not only was it the largest convention in the 
history of Canadian Zionism but the most deter
mined. Shorn of customary inspirational addres
ses, the convention resolved itself into a business 
meeting'. True, the main business was the election 
to office of a new leadership, but no once can deny 
that this matter required the urgent attention 
that was given to the problem. 

I t is heartening to note that there is an almos l 
unanimous opinion in the final choice of a prae
sidium, and it is even more gratifying to find at 
the helm the men appointed. In Mr. S. E. 
Schwisberg, Mr. Michael Garber, K.C., and Mr. 
S. J. Zacks the Zionist Organization has three 
men who are young and vigorous, well informed 
and able leaders. The new era in Zionism ushered 
in over the week-end should see a revitalized 
movement forging ahead without pause to its 
ultimate goal. We shall look forward to witness
ing the inauguration of activity in the field of 
education and public relations. The Jewish people 
of Canada expect strong political action and it 
may be confidently expected that it will be forth
coming. To the new leaders and to the organiza
tion we say let us get on with the task. 

A Fitting Tribute 
A long and honorable term of able stewardship 

came to close with the retirement of Mr. A. J. 
Freiman as president of the Zionist Organization 
of Canada. There was a universal expression of 
regret when it was learned that owing to ill health 
Mr. Freiman would no longer be able to retain the 
active leadership of the Organization. One of the 
Dominion's most respected and beloved leaders of 
Jewry, Mr. Fl'eiman brought a combination of 
dignity and able leadership to the office and to 
the Zionist Movement in Canada. 

Under his long regime the Zionist Organization 
of Canada grew from a swaddling infant to become 
the paramount organization in Canadian Jewish' 
life. Mr. Freiman was in no small way responsible 
for the great progress made by tlie Zionist 
Organization in gaining the widespread support of 
Canadian Jewry and the admiration of Jewish 
communities in every land and especially in Eretz 
Israel itself. By far the most interesi;ing and 
exciting chapter in Canadian Zionism was written 
during Mr. Freiman's incumbency in office. They 
were trying times, difficult in the extreme, but 
due to the fine statesmanlike qualities of its 
leader the organization continued to grow and 
expand, gaining new strength and new adherents 

(Cant. on Page '7) 
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Jews At est Point 
. 

By MAURICE J. BLOOM 

THE first graduation of the United States 
. Military Academy at West Point, New York, 

was held on October 12, 1802. The class 
consisted of two cadets who were commissioned 

. second lieutenants in the Corps of Engineers. 
Their names were Joseph G. Swift and Simeon 
M. Levy. , 

Indeed, Jews have been prominently identified 
with West Point since its earliest beginnings as 
a military establishment. It was General George 
Washington who first recognized its strategic 
importance and who urged the fortification of the 
narrow turn in the Hudson River at West Point. 
The story of .the great chain that was stretched 
across the river to. halt British shipping is well 
known. In 1779 George Washington established 
headquarters at West Point. The quartermaster 
and foragemaster of this fortification was young 
Isaac Franks, who had enlisted three years earlier, 
at the age of seventeen, in Colonel Lesher's regi
ment of New York volunteers. He had served in 
the Battle af Long Island and was taken pris(}ner 
by the British when they captured New York on 
September 15, 1776. After 'three months he 
escaped and made a dangerous crossing of the 
Hudson to join the American Forces. 

In 1780, control of the fortifications at West 
Point was turned over to Major General Benedict 
Arnald, the hero of Saratoga, who later became 
the country's most despicable traitor. When 
Arnold assumed command he brought with him, 
as aide-de-camp, Col. David S'alisbury Franks, who 
had been a member of his military family at 
Philadelphia and who was a relative of Isaac 
Franks. Upon Arnold's flight to the British, 
Franks was arrested far alleged implication be
cause of his close relationship to the general, but 
he was honorably acquitted the next day. Not 
satisfied with this, Franks wrote to. George Wash
ington; asking for a Court of Inquiry. This court 
met at West Point on November 2, 1780, and 
completely exonerated him. The subsequent mili
tary al}d diplomatic career of this Jewish military 
afficer of West Poi'nt in its early days was a 
distinguished one. 

The following story, contained in the memoirs 
of Joseph G. Swift, displays the true patriotism 
of a common Jewish soldier at West Point at the 
time of Benedict Arnold's treason at West Point: 
"In reference to the treason of Arnold, his escape 
from Beverly, near West Point, was by the energy 
of the coxswain of his barge, Corporal Levy, who 
supposed they were going upon an interview with 
the British; that on' their arrival on board 
ship, the sloop of war, Volture, General Arnold 
offered to make Levy a Sergeant Major in the 
British service, with some remark on the cause 
of abandoning the American cause. Levy replied 
that one coat was enough to wear and, said Dr. 
Eustis, this reply made Arnold look like a dog 
with his tail between' his legs; that the Com
mander of the Vulture commended Levy for 
sticking to his country and treated the barge crew 
with good fare and allowed them to return to 
West Point." 

Among the papers of the Continental Congress 
there is a record of a mortgage on the lands at 
West Point that was held by a Jew from Phila
delphia named Eliezer Levy. Levy sued the Con
gress to recover some of the money that he had 
advanced to it, on the security of 1,080 acres at 
West Point, but that body took no favorable action 
. on his claim. 

West Point continued as a military establish
ment after the end of the Revolutionary War. It 
did not become a permanent military academy 
until March 16, 1802, when President Thomas 
Jefferson signed an act of Congress to that effect. 
It was then that Cadet Simeon M. Levy and his 
classmate Joseph G. Swift were ready to become 
the first graduating class from the United States 
Military Academy. 

Very little, unfortunately, is known of Simeon 
Levy. His classmate Swift has left us his mem
oirs from which some information can be gained. 
According to these memoirs, Levy was "from a 

respectable Jew family of Baltimore and formerly 
a sergeant in Captain Lockwood's Company of 
Infantry and thence promoted to Cadet for his 
merit and mathematic attainments. He was now 
25 years of age." Callum's Register of the gradu
ates of the United'States Military Academy says 
that he was appointed cadet "for his good conduct· 
as Orderly Sergeant in the battle of Maumee 
Rapids, August 20, 1794." 

In a footnote to his article_ on the "History of 
the Jews in Baltimore" (Volume 25, Publications 

. of the American Jewish Historical Society), B. H. 
Hartogensis calls Simeon M. Levy "the hero of 
Maumee Rapids" and indicates that his distin
guished military career was so well remembered 
in 1823 in Baltimore that it helped secure the 
extension of citizenship to Jews by the Maryland 
Legislature. 

What a pity that most of the data of his life 
is not known to us. No work on American Jewish 
history seems ever to have heard of him. Callum's 
Register merely says that on July 28, 1802, Cadet 
Levy was attached to the Corps of Engineers by 
Colonel Williams, commander of West Point, in 
accordance with an order from Secretary of War 
Dearborn. One month after their graduation day 
(November 12, 1802), Levy and Swift participated 
in a meeting with their officers and former 
teachers for the purpose of forming a military 
philosophical society to promote military science 
and history. I This organization is still in exist
ence at West Point. Its original constitution, 
bearing the signatures of the eight founders, can 
be seen framed in the Military Academy Library. 
Upon graduation, Lieutenant Levy was sent as an 
assistant engineer to Fort Jackson, Georgia. The 
register states., that he resigned his commission 
on September 30, 18'05. The reason may have 
been poor health because it is noted that he died 
in 1807 somewhere in Georgia. 

On May 5, 1805, when the Corps of Cadets was 
yet very small another Jew was enrolled as a 
member. His nam~ was Samuel Noah, <tndhe 
became a cadet in i!J.e first regiment of artillery 
at West Point. When he was commissioned on 
December 9, 1807, he became the thirtieth gradu
ate of West Point. 

Samuel Noah was a cousin of Mordecai Manuel 
Noah, the first American consul at Tunis and 
famous as playwright and journalist. The official 
register of the- United States Military Academy 
says that he was born in London on July 19, 1779; 
and emigrated to this country when he was twenty 
years old .. But in Isaac Goldberg's biography or 
Mordecai Manuel Noah, there is mention of a 
"Sammy Noah" who grew up in the home of the 
former's mother. 

The career of Samuel Noah was colorful and 
distinguished. Whjle yet at the Military Academy' 
he was often aide to the superintendent and fre
quently acted as judge-advocate or recorder of the 
courts at West Point. When he obtained his 
commission, he joined the Second Regiment of 
Artillery at Cantonment Columbia Springs, near 
Fort Adams~ Mississippi. To reach his assignment, 
Noah had to undertake a very tedious and danger
ous journey. Here he divided his time between 
watching smugglers on the Florida frontiers by 

(Oont. on page 5) 

The J~ish Calendar 
5704 - 1944 

t Rosh Hodesh Adar ..... "" ..................... ,,,,,,, ................... Fl·i., Feb. 25 
S Purim .............. " .............. , .......... " ................ " ........... 'fhul's., Mar. 10 

Rosh Hodesh Nisso.n ........ "." ..................................... Sat., Mar. 25 
S Passover, ....................... " .... " .... " ........ Snt., Apr. 8 - Sat., Apr. lil 
t Rosh HodC!sh Iyll.1' .............. : ....................................... Mon. Apr. 24 

Lag B'Omer ............................................... , .............. Thurs., May 11 
Rosh Hodesh Sivan ...................................... ::., ........ Tues" May 23 
Shavuoth ..................... ",." ................. " ........... "" ......... Sun .• May 28 

l' Rush IIode!;h Tammllz." .... ,"" ......... , ......... "''''',, .. ThUl'S •• June 22, 
oS Fao;t of '1'ammuz"" .......... , ......... " .. " ...... , ..... "" ......... ,,, .. ,Sat., July 8 

Rosh Hodesh Ab.", .................. , ................... , ... , .. , ........ Fri., July 21 
~ Tishn B'Ab .. , .. " ......... ,." .................... , .......... , .......... , ..... Sat .• July 20 
t Rosh Hodesh Elu) ....... " ............................................. Sun .• AUg. 20 

,,5705 - 19401 
oS Rosh Hashonah, ......................................................... Mon .• Sept. 18 

Yom Kippur ..... , ............................. , ......................... ,Wed .• Sept. 27 

.s Holiday begins at sundown day before. 
'1' Second day of new moon. 
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A Page From 
Sicilian History 

By DR. BARUCH BRAUNSTEIN 

Sicily, token of the ultim~te 
victory of the United Nations 
over the .!Axis, is linked to the 
past of tne Jewish people as is 
every other land on the Contient. 
Dr. Baruch Braunstein, historian 
of Spanish Jewry, of· which 
Sicily was once a branch, here 
recalls some of the highlight 
events of that past.-The Editor. 

J EWS have shared the fortunes of 
history, both good and baq, with 

other dwellers of the island of Sicily. 
They have lived under the varying 
r~les of the Romans, Nor.mans, 
Arabs, Spaniards, Italians, and lat
terly of the Italian-Fascists. Despite 
misfortune and, persecution, and 
even attempts at extermination, they 
persisted there· from alIpost time 
immemorial. In the towns of Syra
cuse, Nota and elsewhere, their 
memory is recorde4 in the street 
name "Via Guidecca (the Jews' 
street)." Because of the long and 
happy Jewish associations with Italy, 
they have given its name a Heb,rew 

. meaning-UI-tal-yah," meaning "the 
Land of the dew of the Lord.JJ 

Sicilian history begins to record 
the existence of Jews on the island 
only when their situation deterior
ated, which is already~ a historic 
reminder that the J ewE. knew of 
better things before! to which I they 
could point for precedent. The first 
interlude of recorded ,persecution in 
a long and happy Jewish association 
with the island came when the Jews 

indigo plantations. He presented the 
Jews of the city of Trani with a 
monopoly in the business of raw silk. 
Instead of jesters' and politicians for 
his cou:rtiers, this prince assembled 
the great scholars in his· palaces. 
Among them were 'Jews in Naples, 
his capital, and more especially in 
Palermo! his favorite city. They 
rubbed shoulders with the great of 
the At;abic and Christian world. 

Frederick fought the Church to 
protect the Jews but. finally suc
cumbed before its power. He wanted 
to shield the Jews against the Papacy 
and made 'them into "serfs of the 
King's Treasury" (Servii Camerae) 
which was later to prove a boomer
ing for the Jews when it was utilized 
as an instrument for their oppression. 
His privileges to the Jews of his 
kingdom became the model for 
Austrian privileges"which in turn in
fluenced the status of Jews in Europe 
for generations. During his life! the 
Jews prospered and their prosperity 
was reflected in tneir synagogues, 
in the 52 cities and towns in which 
they had lived on the island. The 
Italian preacher and traveller Oba
diah di Bertinoro described the 
Palermo synagogue as not having an 
equal "anywhere in the whole 
world.1I He reported that the "Ri
monim" and crowns adorning the 
Sefer Torah were valued at not less 
than 4,000 goid pieces. , 

Sicily was taken over by the King 
of Aragon and the fate of the Sicil-

petitioned Pope Gregory the Greaf ian Jews was linked forever with the 
at the end of the sixth century! to fate of the Spanish Jews. The Edict 
persuade the Christians to cease rno- . of Expulsion of 1492 was also meant 
lesting them. This Pope, it will be for them. It affected Jews in all 
remembered! laid down the law (ob- parts of the far-flung Spanish Em
served more in the breach or there pire. The Jews of Sicily, however, 
would be a different Jewish st.:?ry formed such an important pa'rt of the 
throughout the western world) that island's life that to dislodge them 
Jews should accept Christianity will- would seriously jeopardize its devel
ingly through love and admiratiori 0 p men t. Accordingly, important 
for it and not be forced into baptism. Christians beseeched Ferdinand and 
The Jews refused to be won ov7r Isabella to extend the date of expul
to Christianity by love and the sion f'or the Jews. Among them 
Christians had other methods, al- were irreplaceable physicians, arti
though not officially approved, to ficers, merchants and manufacturers 
remind the Jews that, they were of dyes, silks and fine cloths. "Near1y 
members of the "despised and reject- all the artisans of the realm are 
ed race." They were, for example, Jews". the Christian petition to the 
compelled to clean all the private ,king read. "In case all of them are 
and public stables on certain days expelled at once, we will lack crafts
during the year. men capable of supplying the mech-

In the writing of Jewish history, anical utensils, especially made of 
the dark and bloody side has a iron, such as horseshoes, agricultural 
tendency to obscure the ineluctable implements and equipment for ships, 
facts that Jews have lived tolerably galleys and other conveyances," -:rhe 
well and oft-times happily in the last argument for keeping the Jews 
many countries t4ey have called is enlightening, in view of the 
home. Indeed! they rose to fame' and, charges mades by anti-Semites:, "Ii 
fortune in many places. Thus, the all Jews go . . . Christian artificers 
Jews in Sicily held important posts will unduly raise their prices .. :' 
in the industrial and agricultural life On the' strength of this petition, 
of the community. Especially in the the Jews were permitted to stay 
first part of the 13th century,' during until the last day of the year 1492. 
the reign of Frederi~k II, who has Then came the grand exodus. Most 
been characterized as the most en- of them went to the cities of the 
lightened and intelligent prince Ger- Italian mainland - Rome, Leghorn, 
many ever had! the Jews were ill Genoa, Pisa, Venice. Others shook 
high favor, and it can be said lived the dust of Europe f-rom their tirf}d 
quite happily in Sicily. Frederick feet and set their courses for Con
encouraged the immigration 'of Afri- stantinople, Cairo, Damascus and 
can Jews into Sicily by setting aside ·cities of the Holy La~d. After 1492, 
crown lands for the development of to be a Jew in Sicily and to declare 

) , , 

.... -'" ..... _,---_._ ... -
", .. , .",,_·c" ;--.---'---'-'-',~-' . 

adherence to Judaism was considered 

a crime. And the Inquisition was 

prepared to see that the law was 
c~rried' out. Its task was executed 
with such thorougluless that the 
Sicilian Jewish community never re
gained its place, on the island. The 
Holy Office of the Inquisition broke 
it forever. So that in 1911 the offi-
cial census revealed only somewha.t 
more than 1,000 souls on the island. 

Jewish memories, however, still 
linger in Sicily. United Nations' 
troops saw these memories as they 
marched farther and farther into the 
heart of the island. Tbey' abide in 
streets, buildings and palaces, as 
well as in faces that bear unmistak
ably an affinity to the Jewish face. 
As ~ur soldiers move 'into the main
land on their march of liberation, 
the many Jews who are among them 
may well remember that they are 
restoring Italy to its former high 
estate-as the "Land of the dew of 
the Lord'!. 

POETRY 
. Fred Grossman, Jewish Welfare 

board director in Biloxi, Miss.! is the 
man to thank for sending on the 
following "kosher lyrics" for Irving 
Berlin's song, "This Is The Army": 
dashed off, between training classes, 
by Pte. Herbert Leventhal, stationed 
at Keesler Field, Miss.: 
"This' is the army, Mr. Cohen, 
No private rooms or telephones, 
You had your bagel and lox before! 
Now you won't get it here anymore." 

I'This is the anny! FinkelstelTI, 
You dipped your blintzes· into 

cream, 
You had potatoes in borscht before, 
Now you won!t get'it here anymore." 

"Is this salami, Mr. Fink? 
It's maybe kosher, what d'ya think? 
You had your kreplach with cheese 

before, 
' .. Now you won't get it here anymore.!' 

TIME TO LAUGH 

held something of the clean, expect
ant look of Ted Burton. The faces 
seemed to say that they knew that 
Al Berk was tops, and they !mew 
that he would show them a good 
time. 

And Berk did his best. He worked 
as he never had ~orked before. He 
exhausted himself. But it was no 
use. He tried to sing, but an iron 
band seemed to tighten about his 
neck, threatening to strangle him. 
After that, he was afraid to attempt 
any jokes. "'He was forced to fall 
hack on his dancing, and that was 
clumsy, ragged. He knew that! 

The whole thing became like a 
bad dream, as the minutes dragged 
by, a nightmare. No longer did he 
see hundreds of faces, he saw only 
one, the eager young face of a boy 
for whom he had made great plans 
... Sam, his son ... _ 

Al Berk came at last to the end 
of h~s performance" to the point 
where he always rocked back and 
fortn on his long, grotesque shoes. 
it always got him a lot of laughs. 
This night, he began as usual. He 
said, "It's. time to laugh." And he 
rocked forward and down until his 

By RICHARD WETHERELL 
big red nose almost brushed the 

I hesitated, grinned boyishly. ((Some floor. HIt's time to laugh," hf', 

, day, after the war, I hope to write a croaked. 
1t' L BERK was sick. Desperately, book about show people." But Al Berk didn't laugh. Not to
M deathly sick. ,His heart iay like The older man scarcely heard. He night, he didn't. A spasm crossed 
a dead weight inside his breast. A was lost in thought: his face, as a great sob shook him. It 
strange sort of paralysis had crept HI can!t make them laught tonight. was true! He was crying, for huge 
into his muscles, clutching at his I can't. I must get out of here. God!" tears were running down his face 
bones. ,Every nerve in his body, it The boy shuffled his feet a hit un- and dropping to the floor when he 
seemed, was burnt out! dead. certainly. "I know I had a lot of rocked forward. He, Al Berk, always 

It was a peculiar sickness . .It had guts, sir! bursting in on you like this. had been the clown, the man of 
st.ruck him suddenly, that afternoon, I'll go now--" laughter; but he was weeping now. 
when the boy gave him the telegram. "Wait!" 'AI Berk's voice sounded Suddenly, he, knew a kind of hor-· 
Up to that morrient, three hours ago, strained, harsh; so he tried to smile. ror. And he hated himself again. For
he had been perfectly normal _ Al But it was no use. ((I'm sorry if I this was a nice way to raise the 
Berk the comedian the dancer the' seem rude, but I'm not feeling well morale of a bunch' of fine young 
man 'who made pe~ple laugh.' I tonight.1I For a moment, he let his sol~iers! He ,;as almost as bad as 

th t · hand rest upon the boy s shoulder a fIfth colummst. 
Reading e message, s armg "e I . ' h' h 

t 'I th d d th lome ane see me after the war and I Then e noticed t at the boys were 
s ODI y as e war s seare em-, . 

1 . t h' b . h h d th ht I II help you with your book.'" laughmg. As he rocked rhythmically se ves In a IS raIn, e a aug: . . 
"I'll I h . II A sort of glow spread over the back and forth, and wept, hIS audi-

never aug agam. b 'f " , . . , oy s ace. Thank you! sir. That's ence howled with glee. For a mo-
, .M~cham.cally! hIS nerveless hand, what I like about show people-you ment he was at a loss, then he under 
slId mto . hIS pocket, came out with a : never let anything get you down. stood. 
[aIded bIt of paper-the teleg.ram. I You always go on with the show." "Thank God!" he whispered with 

Over and over, for three long, I A) Berk· looked at him queerly. quivering lips. For it was all right. 
dreadful hours, he had been doing Hyou are very kind, my boy." No one expected a clown to cry; the 
this. He had thought to bu!n the i j~I mean itJ 'sir! Your family must boys thought he was laughingJ too. 
m~ssage, but something held him, be terribly proud of you," And Al Berk discovered that he 
back

r
• T.p.e words drew him like a i His fa~ily! Al Berk's body grew was feeling' better. No longer was 

motn to the flame-to unspeakable hot. Something inside him seemed he almost ready to crack. The dams 
torture: I to seethe. His family had been wiped had broken J and a measure of peace 

" ... Your son, Sam Berk, was out in Warsaw. was coming to his heart. Also, he 
killed in action ... , " "Here come the Anderson sisters," was beginning to see clearly again. 

Tears might have relieved the said Tom Burton quickly. His son, Sam, and others like him, 
agony. But there was no relief for Al Berk turned just in time to see were dying gallantly in line of duty, 
Al Berk. Tears would not come. Al, the girls blow him a kiss as they so that Al Berk, and others like him, 
had always been the clown! the. tripped by. The music, down in the could live and go on about their 
~an of laughter. i auditorium, had stopped; it started duties-work,ing! lau'ghing and, above 

Feet came pounding up the steps. I up again now. The band - a name all, trying to make the world a bet-
The owner! a towheaded youth jn band - was giving him his cue. ter place to live in. 
uniform, came to an abrupt halt. It The Great Albert didn't move. For l'It's time to laughl" croaked At 
was evident t,hat he tried to keep a· a moment he hated himself, utterly. But not for him. Not now. Some-
straight face, \ but his white teeth While others fought and died, he was time, though ... not toworrow per
flushed in a wide grin. ·expected to sing and dance and ten haps, but sometime, somewhere! he 

I'Forgive me, sir/' he said quickly, . jokes which were not always funny. would laugh again. 
"but you look so funny in your I Nothing could be funny tonight. 
makeup." . He was sure of that! He was not 

Al Berk did look funny, with the going .... 
buck teeth, the big red nose~ and the' The low voice of Ted Burton sliced 
grotesque shoes" which were about through his panic. "Good luck, sir." 
three feet long. And the boy's clear eyes were fast-

"You're the great Albert, aren't ened upon him expectantly, almost 
you?"- said the boy. worshipfully. 

'''I'm AI. Berk/' the ~an replied Al Berk never knew just why he 
simply. He wished, above everything did it. but he turned and pranced 
else, to be alone, but he couldn't just heavily out on the stage. And while 
drive this friendly kid away. the applause still shook the building, 

"I'm Ted Burton." The boy drew he went into his act. 
nearer. "I'm a reporter. I was! I Down there in the auditorium were 
m~an, til~ Uncl.e Sam took me ~ver.1 hundreds of eager young men, wait
t hke to IntervIew show people. He ing to be entertained. Each face 

Hollywood Interlude: Paul Lukas 
was having some difficulty with his, 
make-up. He asked the hairdresser 
to go over his top-piece, IISorry," 
was the answer, "but that ain't my 
'b" 'IS'" d ,-]0 . ony, srng-songe LUKas, 
"but this ain!t my hair!" 

* * 
, 

Not content to rest on his laurels 
after providing a free hotel for ser
vicemen, Phil Goldstone is planning 
a maternity hospital where medical 
services will be free to wives 'at 
servicemen. It will be a memorial 
to his mother. 
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