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Re-birthOf Faith 
By OSCAR Z. 

FASMAN 

an Orthodox 
Jewish s y n a
gogue on the 
basis 0 f the 
confusion and 
noisiness that 
he saw in his 

Rabbi of the United Synagogues, Ottawa, Onto 

~~'-'-

LETTERS that come to rabbis from soldiers in 
different parts of the world clearly reveal 

that Judaism still plays a vital role in the lives 
of our young people. Men who previously visited 
the synagogue casually on a High Holiday, seem 
to take an intense interest in the religious ser
vices of a Jewish festival being celebrated at the 
actual field of battle. There are countless instances 

grandfather's 
"'Shul'chel", of 

. which he 
speaks in reverent tones of the splendid decorum 
and the imposing dignity of an Orthodox syna
gogue he happened to attend in E'ngland. It will 
certainly do no harm to clarify for our uniformed 
globe-trotters the nature of Israel's institutions, 
so that they will not judge a religious act by 
the caricature of it at the hands of certain people, 
bilt they will learn to distinguish between the 
basic and the unnecessary. 

experience for certain types of local leadership 
. to be brushed away, lest our returned men can.·· 

clude that they are bucking against a brick wall 
feel forced to abandon all interest in the ' . 
and purposes of an organized Jewish community. 
One can easily imagine that a zealous group of·. 
young trustees supervising the decorum at a syna· .' 
gogue, keeping in mind that which impressed 
them somewhere in England, will do a magnifi. ' 
cent job in lending new dignity to a religious , 
service .. They should be encouraged to undertake 
a project of this nature. Again, we might picture . 
the birth of a revelationary eagerness in the·' 
activities of a Zionist society or a B'nai B'rith ' .. 
lodge where the men who have rubbed elbows .,. 
with representatives of other Jewries will intro- . 
duce the methods and thoughts that have given ' 
so much substance to those interests in other ' 
lands. 

in which the writ
ers report to their 
families th!lct the 
Seder in which 
they.participated, 
or the RoslhHash
onah w 0 l' S hip 
they attended will 
remain fixed in 
their memory. 
Young men who 
were never - par-
tic ularly con-
scious of the soli-

To the communities at home comes a tremen
dous challenge from this broadened education 
earned by our young people in the far corners of 
the earth. The ground must be prepared for 
them to feel that there is room in the community 
for their energy and for their ideas. Some of 
the vested interests in our organizations must 
be willing to open their ranks and allow the new 
enthusiasts to enter. It will perhaps be a healthy 

It is a new world that faces us. Unusual 
abilities can be'brought to play upon the furnish
ing of an entirely new structure in Israel; let us 
welcome them. At the very moment that we look 
to Heaven for an inscriptiOIi in the Book of Life 
and Happiness, let us do a bit of valuable inscrib
ing into our own communal books, utilizing the 
golden lettering of those whose heroism and 
courage have protected the values of our' 
civilization. 

darity between 
Jews of different 
I and s discover 
with deep satis
faction that they 
have a common 
treasure w hie h 
draws all of them 
into a union of 
great inspiration. 
For example, a 

New Year Meditations - - -
By M. J. FINKELSTEIN, K.C. . 

._ .. 
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letter from an army private who was tremen- rJ'IME is eternal, but man divides the time 
dously impressed by the manner in which the 1:-.1 :within his ken into periods. These he calls 
Jewish soldiers from Palestine, who were his years - ~arked by the sun in its complete 
companions at a Seder in Italy, sang the ancient cou~'se as It revolves the seasons in succession; 
Hebrew melodies. Another lad, describing. the sprmg, summer, autumn, winter. Periods of time 
same Seder, was fascinated when he saw for the usually begin with some important event. The 
first time in his life the round matzoth (pre- ancie?t Hebrews ,began their year with the month 
pared by hand) that came from Algiers. Such of Nlsan, perhaps because it was their spri:,.g 
discoveries may seem quite unimportant in our month when the whole. earth seemed to be born 
eyes, yet between the lines of these letters one again, more likely because it was the month of 
can ~ee they constituted a major experience in t~e Exodus from Egypt, and marked the begin
the lIves of the writers. . n~ng of a new and Important period in their 

We might shift this scene to a camp in our hl.story. W~ of a later day, begin the Jewish year 
own country. A few weeks ago a bombardier in With the first day of Tishri, just at the period 
the Canadi;:m Army dropped in for an informal when summer changes to autumn. Sometimes 
chat. He had been coming to our camp services the c~rrectness of this is challenged, because, 
faithfully for a whole series of Sundays, and I when m the early chapters of the Bible the first 
was therefore surprised to hear him say that day of Tishri is set aside as a holiday to be 
he has not been in a synagogue for almost ten observed, it is designated in these words; "In 
years -' not even, he replied to my question, on the seventh month, on the first day of the month 
Yom Kippur - not that he had suddenly become ye sha~1 have a holy convocation, ye shall do n~ 
religious,hut he did have a desire to spend some work, It shall be unto you a day of blowing the 
of his time with Jewish friends, and the service trumpets." So that it would appear that in 
afforded him the opportunity he needed. those' d~ys the New Year began with Nisan in 

Religion has a use with our people far beyond the sprmg and not with Tishri in the autumn 
the strict limitation of religion proper. It has the ~irst d. ay of the latter month being merely ~ 
become the common meeting ground for the bl hId k d b scattered units we know as individual Jews. Not pu IC 0 I ay mar e y the blowing of trumpets. Now, however, the first day of Tishri has be-
infrequently, on the other hand, has the value come well established as Rosh Hashonah, the 
of meeting become enhanced by a truer apprecia~ New Year. 
tion of the intrinsic value in the faith that is Larger periods of time, groups of years also 
subsequently stimulated. Our men develop a cer- begin. with so~e important eve:n.t. In the 'olden 
tain sense of loftiness in the universe through days It was With the accession of a king to the 
the earthy instrument of close association. It is thr~me, or . even of a high priest to· his exalted 
a safe predication that many boys who. went to offIce. ThIS h.as ~emained down to our day in 
the war without previously caring one iota for matters of legislatIOn, where Acts of Parliament 
a period of synagogue worship will, after they ar~ referre~ to according to the years of the 
return, visit the house of prayer on frequent reign. sovereIgn. An Act of Parliament this yeaI', 
occasions. f t or ms ance, may ?e referred to as Chapter 20 

Psychologically, too, there is a basis for such .' of 8 George VI, WhICh, translated into every-day 
a belief. That which looks humdrum and obsolete language, means. that it is the twentieth Act 
in our daily surroundings takes on a glamorous p d b P [' t . 
halo when we learn that it is characteristic of asse y. ar lamen m the eighth year since 
people in distant lands. What a man is inclined ~f;tl~.ccenslOn to the throne of King George the 
to dismiss lightly as empty superstition or tyranc We Jews are now on the threshold of a New 
nical custom appears to him refreshing and Year. Will it merely mark the end of one and 

in an environment that has numerous th b .. f 
gu.alilth!s to arouse his curiosity' and command . e . egmrung 0 B:no~her cycle of seasons, or I . wIll It mark the begmnmg of a new period in our 

!~t~ie~~c~ mIght .take, as another example, ~istory? Will the gruesome and tragic events 
'.\! of a CanadIan lad who always judged m Europe cement together the scattered and 

divi~ed H;ouse of Israel? Must blood be the cement 
to bmd together a broken people, shattered not 
only by the element~ f~om without but by centri
fugal force from wlthm? Are we indeed on the 

.. threshold of a new era at last? 
For nearly nineteen hundred years the Jew 

has gone to a great big public school, learnt many 
languages, was taught many lessons by numerous 
teachers. Surely the recent lesson in Europe is 
the la~t one. Sur~ly: t~e Jew has had enough 
schoolmg. Surely It IS time for him to graduate 
from school and assume the status of an inde
pendent self-reliant adult. It is most fitting that 
R 0 s h Hashonah . 
should be Gradu
ation Day, when 
new d uti e sand 
new responsibili
ties are assumed. 

Let the tragic 
but significant 
events across the 
seas, coming just 
before Rosh Hash
onah, mark not 
only the beginning 
of a New Year but 
also the beginning 
of a New Period, 
so that in after 
time we may count 
a new era in Jew
ish national life 
from these events. 
Jewish men and 
women are dying 
by the millions as 
martyrs to their 

M. J. FINKELSTEIN, K.C. 

R~ce and to their Faith. Shoulder to shoulder 
WIth heroes of the United Nations our Jewish 
y~ll~~g I?en ar~ battling for the preservation of 
clvl!lzatlOn aga.mst a brutal foe, and together with 
theIr non-JeWIsh comrades are shedding their 
blood on land and sea -and in the air. The death 
of the martyrs must not be in vain. The blood 
of our heroes must not ,be a futile sacrifice. Those 
of us who are not so privileged as the martyrs 
a!l~ ?eroes must not shrink our duty and respon
SIbIlIty to J.uda~sm and to Jewry, both forming 
a Cause whIch IS as holy as it is ancient. 

L .. ~ 
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two most pressing interests of Canadian 
. Jewry. during the past year continued to. be . 

effort for victory and the relief and rescue 
Jewish victims of the war overseas. With 

ptc)ry nearly within sight, the post-war plan
activities of the community become more 

'nc.rete. In all its activities the Jewry of Canada 
encouraged .by a tangible diminution of 

lilti-Semdti'sm which gave way to a wide-spread 

DAVID ROME 
qiv,es a complete review of the 

,,",or'., work of the Canadian Jewish 
'onrwes's, and a scholarZy iUscussion 

position of Canadian Jewry . .. 

and sympathetic 
understanding 
among non-Jews 
of Jewish needs 
and of the iden
tity of interests 
between the Jew
i s hcommunity 
and of the very 
survival of the 
Canadians tat e 
with 0 n e out
standing excep
tion in this grati
fying picture, the 
situation in the 
province of Que
bec. 

In this period 
Canadian troops 
led the invasion 
of the continent 
of Europe from 
the south through 
Sicily and Italy 
and fro m the 
north in France. 

air force struck even heavier blows at German 
trC)ODS .. channel positions and the heartland of 

industry. Its navy participated in the 
of the Atlantic of the menace of German 
warfare to a far greater extent than 

:;;~ImLI been expected. 
In all these epoch-making achievements of the. 

.1."'Ln~lIan forces the Jewish men and women of 
Dominion took a glorious part and wrote the 

page in the military annals of the com
. Jewish men fought oil every' front. Total 

registered by the Bureau of War 
of the Canadian Jewish Congress reach'a 

of 14,859, composed of 431 sailors, 9,289 
'soldie!rs and 5,144 airmen (as of May 21st, 1944). 

'" shipments of cigarettes and comfort boxes 
",' by the Women's War Efforts Committee of Con
. 'gress to the men overseas whose addresses are 

•. ,known to the committee, reach many thousands 
.' every month. The number ofrabb'is in the chap-

. lain services has increased during the past year 

. from three to eight, in spite of the difficulty of 

. securing 'suitable personnel, 

of 98 killed, 61 presumed dead, 38 mlssmg, 23 
died, 33 wounded, 38 prisoners of war. 

It has been felt. necessary to issue a special 
publication about Canadian servicemen entitled 
"Jews in Uniform", believed to be the first of 
its kind in the world. 

The libel which had been current in earlier 
years that Jews are not bearing their share of 
civic sacrifice in the national war effort has 
practically disappeared, and in its stead there 
are frequent public and editorial comments on 
the extent of Jewish participation in all phases 

. of national patriotic endeavour. 
The Canadian Jewish Congress co-ordinates 

this coast-to-coast activity which is expanding 
rapidly and is most deeply appreciated by the 
general Canadian public as well as by the military 
authorities. Hundreds of thousands of men and 
women in uniform have benefitted directly from 
the servicemen's centres which the Congress is 
operating throughout the country, and six mor,e 
such clubs have been estalilished during the past 
year, bringing the total to 16. 

Typical of the more purely civilian war effort 
of the community has been the work of the 
Congress Patriotic Committee for the Red Cross 
Blood Bank. This committee, under the chafr
manship of Allan Bronfman, embarked upon a 
program of securing 500 blood donors in Mont
real. Before the conclusion of the project it had 
secured 2,900. 

Congress Helps Refugees 

The harrowing news reports on the fate of 
the Jewries overseas stirred the Canadian com
munity to its depth, but the reaction was slightly 
mitigated by the fact that for the first time since 

. the outbreak of the war the Jews of the Dominion 
were enabled to extend a welcome to several hun
dred Jewish refugees to whom the Federal Gov
ernment ·gave asylum. Following the representa
tions 'of the Canadian Jewish Congress through 
appeals, statements, meetings and delegations, 
the Minister of Mines, Hon. T. A. Crerar, 
announced in the House of Commons in Novem
ber that Canada would admit a number of refugees 
from Spain and Portugal. A representative of 
the Immigration Branch, Odillon Cormier, was 
sent to the Iberian Peninsula to examine candi-' 
dates for immigration, and on the eve of Passover 
the first group of 274 came to the ;Dominion 
aboard the S.S. Serpa Pinto which docked in 
Philadelphia. 

Transportation costs were met by the Ameri
can Jewish Joint Distribution C.ommittee and the 
HICEM, but all costs of reception, settlement, 
establishment, placement and care of the J'ewish 
refugees are borne by the United Jewish Refugee 
and War Relief Agencies, an "arm" of Congress. 
The refugees were met on board ship by repre-

Win Many Honors sentatives of the Canadian Jewish Congress and 
The record of the awards and decorations they of the Jewish Immigrant Aid Society who assisted 

. won during this year proves that their services them in the clearance of their papers and with 
were gratefully appraised by the authorities. other formalities relating to their entry into the 
During the year Flying Officer Sydney S. Shulem-' Dominion, and escorted them to Montreal and 
. son, R.C.A.F., of Montreal, became the first Cana- to Toronto. Reception committees in these cities 
dian Jew to be admitted to the Distinguished welcomed them, placed them in homes, completed 

Order. Two more Canadian Jews were arrangements regarding alien and national regis
ad:mitted to the Order· of the British Empire tration, National Selective Service, rationing, etc. 
(military division); one added the bar to his Within a few weeks nearly all the refugees were 

.C.;. five more won the Distinguished Flying placed in employment. 
.JrC'RR. and another won the U.S. decoration of During the year several Jewish families were 

same name. Two won the Distinguished Fly- repatriated abroad the Gripsholm from Japanese 
Medal; three won the British Empire MediLI; civilian camps and returned to Canada. In this 
won the Air Force Medal, and six were group was General Morris Abraham Cohen, 

in despatches. English-born Canadian Jew who had achieved 
This great contribution to victory was not considerable fame in China for his services to 

without tragic cost. -The total of Jewish the military forces of the republic. 

By DAVID ROME 

tinued their integration into 
munity. 

the Dominion com-

Canada's Attitude 

Much of this improved attitude towards refu
gees in the Dominion can be placed to the credit 
of the active, non-sectarian Canadian National 
Committee on Refugees which, under the leader
ship of Senator Cairine Wilson, carried through 
a number of important projects during the past 
year of a fund-raising and of educational value, 
and have cared for the non-Jewish refugees who 
reached the country. The most important acti
vity of the Committee during the past year was 
the sponsoring of a mass petition to the Govern
ment favoring the admissionn of refugees, espe
cially from the Iberian Peninsula. This proj ect 
was successful in securing the signatures of 
individuals and' organizations totalling several 
hundred thousand across the country. It drew 
the most favorable attention of all Canadians to 
the refugee problem and enlisted the support of 
hundreds of leaders of public opinion, teachers, 
churchmen, labor leaders, journalists and political 
figures. The official appraisal of this petition 
appears in the contrast with the value attached 
by the Government to a counter-petition spon
sored by the "Ligue N ationale" of the province of 
Quebec, urging the Government to adhere to the 
prohibitive strictness of the immigration legisla
tion on the lawbooks. The Prime Minister stated 
in the House of Commons that it is obvious from 
the identical wording of the petitions submitted 
by some 1,600 municipalities and parishes in the 
province that this petition emanates from one 
source. Later, in the course of the Quebec election 
campaign, one of the Duplessis supporters, Owen 
Cote, admitted that he personally had carried out 
this counter-petition which was so summarily 
dismissed by the 
Prime Minister. 
On the other hand 
it is unnecessary 
to conceal the 
fact that French
speaking Canada, 
a large-proportion 
of the Dominion's 
population, con
centrated but by 
no means c 0 n
fined to Quebec 
Pro v inc e, i s 
n ear 1 y unani.7 
mously opposed' 
to any immigra
tion. 

Quebec's 
Opposition 

This is true of 

PRIME MINISTER 
MACKENZIE KING 

. . . has had to handle the refugee 
question with extreme cau.tion due to the nationalistic, anti - Semitic 
eLement in Quebec and to the general 
lethargic attitude of the rest of 
Canada. The Prime Minister has at 
severaL conferences expressed his 
approval of a Jewish homela.nd and 
his desire to admit refugees into 
Canada . .. 

. nearly all groups 
among them, but 
is more extreme 
among the more 
"na tionalistic" 
elements politi
cally organized in 
the UnionN ation
ale and the Bloc 
Populaire. To a 
large extent this 
is opposition nQt 
only to Jewish 
immigration but to the entry of any people of any 
origin or creed who would lessen the French
Canadian ethnic propotions in the Dominion or 
would change the specific character of Canadian 
culture. In a sense the views of these groups 
are a refletcion of their anti-Anglo-Saxon views has risen so that the national honor The' refugees who had been brought to Canada 

now carries 291 names, including 64 slodiers, . from Britain where they had been interned after 
sailors and 220 airmen.' This total is ·composed . Dunkirk: and had been freed in the Dominion, con- . 

rather than anti-Semitism. But anti-Jewish feel· 
(Cant. on Page 15) 
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