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By ALBERT VORSPAN 
By MORDECAI M. KAPLAN 

.... in The Jewish Fr~ntier 

I 

THE EPISODE BEGA~ innocently en?,ug~ w,hen, a}ew weeks . SHOULD BE'the next step in Jewish 
. an associate in my OffIce asked me to baIl.hlm out by taking 

a speaking commitment he had made some time ago. He ~ow ,.: secularism, as reported by the cooperative 
he would have to be out of town on tl,lat ?ate ~nd was COUI;tmg on, ''''im(.,,0'lvement in Israel arid by 'its~ friends in 
to pinch-hit for him. This kind C!f .thmg IS qUl~e common m orl?:aniz1i . .. that this particular type of Jewish 
tional life, and I was perfectly wIllmg to help ~llm out. is dominant in the Yishui, from the 

"What's involved? I,a.sked. ' ".... f b 'ld' . d f d' dId' 
"It's a simple propOSItIon," he told me. An mter-falt~ counC;l;l~ ~'l ~"l ~';~~~~~ 0 ,U1 mg, e en mg, an ea mg, 

mome'n has thI'S annual meeting, and this time they're haVing a the next step to be taken by it of decisive 
H on the future of Jewry both in Israel 
discussion. You'll be a panelist." the Diaspora.. ' 

I asked him what I was to speak about. direction which that type of. secularism 

, ' ' 
'Scene above from !Rabbi Chiel's collection, shows the cornerstone laying of the 

. "Oh," he said, "about ten minute
h 

s." b' t'l" will pe determined 'by its own past and 
"No" I said "I mean, what's t e su Jec . . specific characte'r it has achieved since its 

, He informed me that the subject was "Religion and the For that~reason it is important to have , ' 

Shaarey Zedek Syanagogue on Dagmar Street, in 1906. "- Nations" and that the panel consisted of a 'Protestant, a notion of ,:what motivated not so much 
a Jew, each of whom would speak briefly on the a~titude ~d secularism in general 'but the particular 
of his particular faith group with respect to the Dmted NatIons. it which is an integral part of the Zionist 

deal with Judaism and the UN. ' 
I asked him if he knew who the Protestant 

Catholic spea;kers would be. He didn't, but he said 
I, 

leI'e are -two Zionisms. One is the Zionism 
a political endeavor of Jews to secure 
established national home or state. As 

e an eerce tory Albert Vorspan is director of. the Union of. it includes Jews of varying religious/and 
American Hebrew Congregations' commission on'" .. , ideolog~es. ., 

By DAVID 1. GOLOVENSKY 
social action. ':, I,' other is the Zionism of Pinsker, Herzl, 

",,,.' Ha'am, Weizmann and Ben Gurion. It rep-
"",,,,,,,,,,,"""""'--''##'«'-0'1'.1,,,,,,,,,,"0##,,,,,'-'01/1#''''''''''''''''''-''###.'';:':' " a'definite break with the traditional con-

LlUIl of the. status of the Jews as suffering ex~le 
sins and i condemned to endure exIle 

advent of the Messiah. The repudiation PERHAPS THE MOST comforting and 
cheering experiences were associated with 

the concerts of Jan Peerce (a member of my 
congregation in New Rochelle and dear per
sonal friend), who was invited ):Jy the Ministry 
of Culture to give recitals in the larger Rus
sian cities. Even before I left New York I 
had read of the great triumphs he scored 
wherever he performed. En route, in Amster
dam and in Copenhagen, we heard other glow
ing reports of his 'sensational success. As a_ 
Jew and asan admirer, I was very proud. He 

This is part of the series of articles 
by Rabbi Golovensky reporting on his 
experiences in the Soyiet Union. 

( 

was the first American artist to be invited 
and being a Jew, his visit had special signifi
cance to me, and, as I later learned, to the 
Jews in Russia. 

Before departing I was asked to take the 
Peerces' sixteen-year-old daughter Susan with 
me to Russia where she was to join her par
ents. She was with us on the plane to Am
sterdam and accompanied us through Den
mark, departing for Moscow one day before 
we' did. Soon after our arrival in Russia I 

~called the Peerces and asked them to reserve 
seats for our party for his July 3rd concert, 
his last performance in Russia. 

As we were leaving the synagogue that 
afternoon, ·following a conference with Rabbi 
Schliefer, two women on the street breath
lessly ran to us and asked whether we were 
the American rabbis they h!ld heard about. 

\. When we said we were they tightly clasped 
our hands and trembled with joy. They spoke 

from a world-famous opera star. It had great 
significance and meaning to the Jewish people. 

Although the huge hall was completely 
sold out soon after the tickets went on sale, 
we were delighted to find that he had pro
cured seats for our entire party. Among the 
celebrities present were Ambassador and Mrs. 
Bohlen, high Soviet offiCials, foreign digni
taries, news correspondents, and a representa
tive cross.;Section of M013cow'S intellectual and 
cultural elite.. The audience filled every seat 
in the huge hall with many standees, in the 
aisles. The Jews among,them were not of 
the bearded synagogue variety but consisted 

. almost exclusively of young intellectuals, uni
versity graduates, professionaly trained and 
esthetically cultivated people who were ex
pected to h3. ve been' completely divorced from 
Jewish life. 

Mr. Peerce's program included Italian and 
French arias, a Russian song, and other clas
sical and folk 'selections. His offerings also 
included a Hebrew song, Hayarden, and two 
Yiddish numbers, A Dudele, a popular lullaby, 
and A Chazandle auf Shabbos, a humorous 
folk song. All his songs were greeted with 
prolonged and spirited applause. When his 
Hebrew song was announced I sensed a ten
sion among a substantial segment of the audi
ence. It was warmly applauded, but with 
some restraint. However, the first Yiddish 
song was so thunderously applauded that it 
was quite obvious to me that something un
usual was happening. The Jews present, 
though reared in atheism and contempt for 
religion, suddenly' gave expression to their 
Jewish feelings which, though suppressed, still 
lay dormant in their hearts, Their applause 
was ,,0 resounding and persistent that Mr. 
Peerce, though fatigued by the long program 
of six encores, returned to the stage and 
bowed in grateful acknowledgement of their 
plaudits, 

were being "imported" from outside the 
where the meeting was being held. 

Having been briefed on the easy task expected of 
I didn't get around to preparing my notes until the 

(Continued on Page 21) 
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First West,ern Jewish Seul 

! t conception of the status of the Jews was 
the rejection of the entire traditional 

I~Q:19g'Y concerning the world, human life and 
.. 

second Zionism is the most dynamic 
,tel3sion of Jewish secularism. It is Jewish \in 

that its objective IS the reconstruction 

LEADER fElED 
"BAR MIlZV AH" YEAR 

-, 
!Iel,ration of the beginning 

thirteenth year as presi
of the Union of American 

Congregations, DR; 
,"'''oJ! N. EISENDRA TH, 

here with hiS wife, was 
ted with an anniversary 

a recent meeting of the 
;'"",'. national executive board. 

Eisendrat)l was called to 
parent body of American 
Judaism in 1943. On the 

. is a of the House of 

of'Jewish life for 
the purpose of 
perpetliating' it 
as a creative 
force in. relation 
to the non-Jewish 
world as well as 
in the relation to 
the individual 
Jew. It is secu
larism, not in the 
sense of being 
either material
istic or atheistic, 
for it could not 
be either and yet 
be Jewish. The 
very desire to 
resurrect the 

. of the bankruptcy of Jewish life, the lack of a 
Jewish newspaper, of social and cultural con
tacts among Jews, and their tragically empty 
Jewish existence. One of them remarked with 
gleeful excitement, with the hearty concur
rence of her companion, that she enjoyed her 
greatestthrill in many years only a few ~ights 
ago. She happened to turn on herradlO and 
to her great ecstasy, a Hebrew song! Yes, a 
Hebrew song by Jan Peerce, This was the first 
such thrill in many years. I then know that 
Jan Peerce's presence was more than a visit 

When the audience saw that he was about 
to leave, the volume of applause mounted and 
tlley began a rhythmic applause which be
came so overwhelming that he announced his 
third Yiddish number. A Din Torah Mit Gott, 
a deeply stirring and plaintive song in which 
a saintly Jew appeals to God for mercy for 
the oppressed Jewish people, This song obvi-

arrived"i~ 838 Fifth Ave-
York center of the, The Coblentz brothers, born in Alsace-Lorraine. 

in Manitoba in J.877, after a brief stay in Pennsylvania, 

, J ewiflh people im
plies a passionate 
faith in spiritual 
forces ,which are 
negated by ma
terialism and 
atheism. '. Who 
but ardent believ
ers in the power 
of the s p i r i t 
would stubbornly 
have refused the 
U g an d a offer, 
when the possi
bility of obtain
in gPalestine 
seeme(! as remote 
as the milleniuril, 
or even if near at 
h·a n d amounted 
to acquiring a 
swampy, denud-

(Continued on Page 22) 

were the first Jews to settle in Manitoba, :Left to right, IheV":P 

are Adolphe, Achilles and Edmond, . 

ed wasteland and a coastline of .arid 'dunes. 
This second Zionism is s'ecularism first in the 

sense that itrefqses to subscribe 'to the tradi
tional belief that man's self-fulfillment is possible 
only' in another sphere of reality or only in a 
world which is not subject to the limitations of 
physical and human nature. On the contrary it 
affirms that this world with all its imperfecti~ns 
must be made the scene of man's salvation. 

Secondly, it is secularism in the sense that it 
refuses to subscribe to the traditional belief that 
the conditions for redemption whether collective 
or i~di.vid~al must be le~t t~ God, man's part 
consIstmg m the act of faIth as expressed in the 
principle of the Maimonidean .creed., Zionism as 
a philosophy of life counters this belief with the 
conviction that for redetnption to come about 
man . must take the initiative in creating the 
conditions which are essential to it. /' 

Thirdly, it is secularism in the sense that it 
breaks with the traditional conception: of Jewish 
polity as divinely ordained. AC,cording to that 
conception all authority is derived from God 
through the Torah, and only those who, are duly 
ordained or recognized as experts in the· know
ledge of the Torah and as subscribing to its 
teachings and ordinances have' the last word in 
deciding all questions of conduct and faith. 

As, such the Zionism which is a reconstruction 
of the Jewish people and its life insists on vesting 
all authority ih the people which they transfer 
as a· matter of free consent to those whom they 

. regard as expert in the understanding of their 
needs and capable of furthering both from the 
standpoint of personal character and ability. 

The cooperative labor movement in accepting 
this Jewish secularism, which has given rise to 
Zionism. as ~he reconstruction of the Jewish peo
ple and ItS hfe, has gone one step further. It has 
taken into account a principle that is often over
looked in the pursuit of high ideals. That is the 
principle that you cannot separate means from 
ends. It is the very antithesis of what some of 
the most idealistic movements have often acted 
on, namely, that the end justifies the means. 

The cooperative labor movement recognized 
from the very beginning that an Eretz Yisrael 
built by methods of exploitation, such as taking 
advantage of the poverty and weakness of the 
native population, could not becpme a desirable 
home for the Jews. 

( 

possible without the' 
moral 'and financial 
support of the Zionist 
movement in general 
and particularly the 
friends of L!libor Zion
ism in. the Diaspora. 
Though the context in 
which Labor Zionism 
sought to achieve the 
synthesis of Prophetic 
purpose and Western 
form was mainly life' 
in iEretz Y'israel, the 
life of Labor Zionists 
here and' elsewhere 

RABBI 
MORDE~ M. ~ 
. Dr, Kaplan is the founder of 

the' Reconstructionist Move
ment and 'rabbi emeritus, of 
the Society for the Advance-, 
ment of Judaism. 

was enriched through their efforts. The' contact 
with' the achievements of the . cooperaive" labor' 
movement in Israel led to the cultivation of Jew
ish cultural arid ethical values which' gave mean
ing to their identity as Jews in a non-Jewish 
environment. 

However,we must direct attention upon our 
future as Jews in the Diaspora, whose future is 
not to be in Israel. The more provision we make 
for such a future, the more energy we shall lay 
up for the long pull needed to save the situation 
in Israel. We must realize that the establishment 
of the State of Israel has created conditions 
which have rendered unworkable many of the 
concepts and values of the Zionist .movement, 
whether general or Laborite. They have also 
brought forth problems which can no longer ge 
left in abeyance. 

The creation of the term Israeli for a citizen 
of the State of Israel necessitates a redefinition 
of the term Jew. Moslems and Christians can 
also be Israelis. Israel, though established by 
Jews and predominantly Jewish in culture and 
social institutions, is not a Jewish state. If Israel 
were a' Jewish State it would compromise' the 
civic status of Jews in other countries, by imply
ing that they were also its nationals, 

All that is more than a question of semantics. 
It is a question of what we believe should be' 
the future of Jewry in the Diaspora, whether we 
should seek to keep it alive or let it be absorbed 
by the majority populations. ,.' . 

The effect of the establishment of Israel; in
stead of silencing all doubts as to the feasibility 
or worthwhileness of Jewish survival in the 
Diaspora, has reenforced both the survivalists and 
the assimilationists in their respective conten
tions, The survivalists point to the accession of 
confidence and self-respect which the .events in 
Israel have produced as proof of the invigorating 
effect which Israel is bound to have on Jewish 
life elsewhere. On the other hand, others voice 
the same negation of Jewish life in the Diaspora 
that many Zionists,-particularly the most active 
and zealous among them, have been voicing when
ever the question was aired with regard to the 

The fact that the early pioneers in the move
ment became aware. of the folly of such a course 
through the hardships which could not be, suc
cessfully overcome except by' cooperative effort 
and self-labor does not detract from their achieve
ment. The ability to ma!ke a virtue of a costly 
necessity that leads to constructive results pre
supposes a leaning to virtue. Had they not been 
possessed by an inherent abhorrence for exploita
tion they might, have found other ways of cir
cumventing the hardships of colonization .. 

If on the other hand, they had chosen to adopt 
a low standard of living in order not to fall back 
on cheap fellaheen labor, they would have laid 
the foundation of a Jewish State that would have 
been on the same low level of material civilization 

future of Jewry. It is, no doubt, possible to ad
vance good reasons, both for and against the 
likelihood of Jewish group survival in the Dias-
ppra. In the final, analysis whether reasons would 
be advanced could be shown to be rationalization 
of what is basically an act of will. as the Arab States. ' 

Thus out of meticulous regard for the prin
ciple that the means determine the end, the co
operative labor movement succeeded in transl&,ting 
Zionism into a deliberate attempt to combine the 
high ethical purpose of justice and cooperation: 
derived from the Jewish prophetic tradition with 
the attractive fprm supplied by the high standard 
of living which is the product of Western civiliza
tion. For a pioneer society this is indeed a gran-' 
diose' and unprecedented synthesis. No other 
civilization, not even, the Anglo-Saxon, at its 
spiritual best, l,ike the Puritan settlements, can 
point to this kind of pioneering. . 

Such an achievement would not have been 

Nothing can be more fantastic than to assume 
that a considerable number of American' Jews 
will wish to migrate to Israel.. We must count on 
the five million Jews in this country remaining 
permanently here. Were conditions here to be
come such as to render their' stay insecure, it is 
inconceivable that they could look to Israel for 
greater security. For then, God forbid, we should 
have nothing less than a political earthquake 
which would make the entire world unsafe for 
Jews., 

American Jews are committed to the process 
of integratio-n into American life and culture. 

.' '(Continued on Page 23) 
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