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wlien called upon during the ser
vice he will cajole thtn'ight notes 
out of his unique instrumen,t. n neut 

By S.T. MERAVI 
This year and every year it is 

important to recall the words of 
the prophet Isaiah when we hear 
the sound of our ancient musical 
instrument. "A great shofar shall 
be blown and they shall come that 
have been lost in the land of 
Assyria and dispersed in the land 
of Egypt and they shall worship 
the Lord in the holy mountain of 

America's most successful 
popularizer of Jewish history is 
unafraid of expressing unpopular 
opinions. Some of Max Dimont's 
v-lews in fact are downright 
popeyed. 

Jerusalem." ~ 

For example, he "loves" 
Menachem Begin, ,calls Sa'ad 
Haddad "a man of vision," and 
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says he can't stand "the black
coated boys from Mea Shearim." 
He also believes that with its set
tlement polides in the territories 
Israel for the first time is being 
"realistic." And he maintains just 
as solidly that despite all the 
statisticians and demographers, 
American Jewry has a great 
future. 

Indeed, at a time -when so many 
gloom-and-doomsayersare on the 
scene, Dimont is unusual in his in
clination to accentuate the 
positive. 

The 67-year-old author of the 
immensely popular Jews, God and 

,History and other works revealed 
his vil!ws during a recent stay at 
Jerusalem's Mishkenot 
Sha'ananim, the statelY row of 
guest houses reserved by the 
Municipality of Jerusalem for 
foreign scientists, artists and Very 

MAXDIMONT 
Important Guests during .the~r 
stay in the capital. He speaks ill 
the same feisty style in which.he 
writes, sprinkling his monologues 
with numerous Yiddish ,and 
Hebrew expressions. iUs books 
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" 
have been faulted for their 
scholarship, but no one. has....ever 
accused them of bemg dulL 
Similarly, Dimont in convers~tion 
may not always be convincing, but 
he is as engaging as a Borscht 
Belt comic. 

"'This is us!" he exlaims, drag
footing his way' along the sunny 
back veranda of his Mishkenot 
apartment. "We Jews schlep this 
sack with, us, this cultural suit· 
case, this 2000-year burden on our 
shoulders. Okay, we're stuck with 
it. But .shouldn't we stop j)very on-

, ce in a while to examin~ what's in 
the sack? Is it genuine heir 1001p,S 
we have in there - or is there also 
a load of crap and scrap?" 

He flops back into his seat, 
feigning exhaustion. "Me, I'm a 
willing prisoner of Jewish histor'J. 
BuUor years I've been con4uctink 
a crusade - call it a Zionade -
against those historians who 
downplay the heroism, the glory 
of the Jewish people. This whole 
business of the whining underdog, 
the pious and the powerless - a 
bunch of dreck! I've no time for 
it. 
, ~'I'm even-planning a J,lttle book; 
a paperback called ~omething 
like, Will the Real Jewish History 
Please Stand Up? I want to knock 
down the myths and show the Jew 
as he really was and is, a coura-' 
geous, creative'human being." 

Dimont's literary plans also in
clude "a popular history of the 
founding of modern Israel, cine 
which for the first time will show 
the magnificent heroism of it all." 
He has in· the works a children's 
history of the ,Jewish people -- "4 
book without schmaltz, without aU 
the 'oy-oy-oy!' " - and further in 
the future, a book on Jesus "from 
a Jewish point of view." 

The book on Israel occasioned 
his latest visit. He and his wife 
Ethel first came here in 196~, 
when Jews, GOd &lid History was 
havingitB enonnous'success, aM 
last visited se'ven years back. 
Each time he Cornell he sees 
greater progress. " 

"Slwns? You want to talk about 
slum?" I don't, particularly. but 
Oimont does, passionately. "ru 
tell you about slums. We saw 
slums recently in Sao Paulo, 
Brazil, that make the housing in 
the Hatikva Quarter look like 
palaces! The Israelis' shOuld see 
what slwns really are! 

"But all the Israelis know what 
to ,do' is gripe," he ~oe,s on.' 
"Prophets ,in a hUrry, that's what 
I call them. Never satisfied, have 
to achieve everything now. But 
they're so._busy worrying about 
what's yet to be accomplished, 
they don't take time to appreciate 
what they've dorie. And they've 

,done marvels - marvels, I tell 
you." 

I suggest that the world once 
, seemed to share that view, but 
,that today mOst nations tend to 
view Israel aS,a villain. ' : 

The author suddenly ,winces an~ 
, , at his chest Alarmed,;1 

' .. , 
hatf'rille frOlll' my chair' before ] 

";Just makiiig another 
, ;~, ~It' s all a sign of this 

sickness. 'of ours," he 
gasps. "Some people have 
pacema~ers in their hearts. , 

" "I'll tell ,: you, ,a secret -
.M'enachem, Begill. 1 love him. 
Gol~';E:s,*ol, Rabin -they we~e 
just llk~ the polite, subservient 

,- @etto Jews. 'Give us peace,' the,Y 
said, 'and' we'll g,ive you the 
teITitories, anytlW)gyou, want. We 
really didn't meim, to' conqu~r 
them. We've been bad' Jews, bufif 
you promise1lS;peace •. ,.', ;, 

"But Begin? He was theJirsqo 
stand up and stiy "" 'What;oCcupi~d 
territories? This is the Land of 
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Israel we're"Jalking ,about! .. Now 
that)vasa stroke of genius. Really 
the manfs a political genius. Nu, I 
promised myself I wouldn't talk 
politics here., But I admire the 
man enonnously, 
, "The settlements? Marvelous! 
It's just like in the American 
West. That's how they did it on the 
frontier, in Texas, in California. 
You puL.,up frontier settlem~nts 
among the Indians, you establish 
your authority, and eventually the 
locals come to accept· it. It's the 
same great spirit here. That's why 
Americans love IsraeL And I'll 
tell you another secret: the UN 
privately adinires Israel for it, 
too. Only they won't admit it." , 

Dimont leaps out of his seat and 
stri!!.es up and down the veranda, 
punctuating his points by poun
ding his fist into his palm. "Set
tlement in the West Bank and 
Gaza means that for the first time 
Israel is being realistic! " 

Ethel 'Dimont looks up and 
reminds her husband that he 'has a 
lecture, to give this evening and 
had' better preserve his ,{oice. 
Dimont dutifully sits down, and 
for the moment continues in a 
spiritual whisper. "I'll just tell 
you, boychik," he confides. "What 
happened in Hebron (i.e. the 
massacre of six students) shows 
the futility of appeasement. Israel 
needs a strong hand - at all 
t ' " unes. 

Reading doubt on my face, 
Dimont resumes his lecturer's 
stance. "History shows us, my 
friend,. that politiCS, like nature, 
abhors a vacuum. If Israel doesn't 
apply force, others will. It's as 
simple as that. 

"Sadat certainly understands 
that. A very wise statesman. We 
were just in Egypt before we came 
here," he says, nodding at his wife 
for COnfirinatif;lD. "The pyramids 
- what a pile of junk! To think 
that my allcestorli schlepP.ed those 

stones around so that some 
pharaoh could lie for all time with 
his concubines ... "; 

"Sadat, I was saying ~ he's 
smart. You know what he's doing? 
He's building a middle class, He 
knows that's the key to stability 
and prosperity, Franco did the 
same thing after WQrld War II. 
You know what Franco dill -
brought in Jews! Made a middle 
class I We met Jews in Spain -
they got a nice littl~ community 
there. 

"Anyway, it's the same thing we 
saw down in the Gsza Strip. Now 
that's a wonderful example of 
Israeli reality. The place used to 
be a terrorists' nest. Today it's 
perfectly safe. And the people 
there have better housing, a better, 
life all arbund - a middle class in 
the making." 

I'm having trouble following 
these leaps from the West Bank to 
Egypt'to Spain to Gaza, but 
Dimont is already [n southern 
Lebanon. 

"We also just met with Major 
HtE;dad, the Christian militia 
Ie der," he says. "I tell you, I 
a' . e the man enonnously. He's 
a true man of vision. He's in a dif
ficult position, but he sees very 
clearly what his situation is. 

"Anyway, I asked him the cen
tral question - how he felt wnen 
all his appeals for aid to the 
Christian world fell on deaf ears. 
And you know what he told me? 
Oil. He said the world's Christian 
nations are more concerned about 
assuring their oil supply than they 
are about the lives of some fellow 
Christians. 

"Now, my friend, if Christians 
are willing to sacrifice Christians 
for oil, how do you think they feel 
about the Jewish state? On the one 
hand you have a $500 billion 
mechanism, the Western in
dustrial complex .. and on the other 
there's Israel. The choice is ob-

Huge Claim over Oil Fields Loss 

Jerusalem (JCNS) - William 
Levitt, a millifJnaire American 
Jewish businessman, has filed a 
claim against the Israeli govern
ment for $300 million. 

in western Sinai since 1974. 
In that year, Israel found new 

wells, having earlier returned the 
old Abu Rodeis oil fields under the 
disengagement agreement signed 
with Egypt after the 1973 Yom 
Kippur War. 

The sum is an estimate of the 
anticipaJed loss of revenue 
resulting from the return of the 
Alma oil field in ,Sinai to Egypt 
under the peace treaty. 

Mr. Levitt's claim has been 
passed by the energy and finance 
ministries to the attorney-general, 
so that tie can make legal recom
mendations as to how it should be ' 
handled. 

Mr. Levitt's company had been 
involved, together' with the Israeli 
goverriment, in prospecting for oil 
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vious! Since World War II there 
have been 60 new slates. You' 
think the world cares if there's 
one more or one less? Especially a 

, Jewish state, at that? 
Mrs. Dimont throws her 

husband a glance of gentle disap· 
proval, and he moderates his 
stand accoI;'dingfy. "Okay, I'm not 
advocating a War policy or a 
peace policy - just a policy built 
on long-range security. W Il. have to 
acknowledge that the desirable 
and the possible are not always 
the saine." His voice rises as he 
backtracks now from his own 
backtracking. "To hell with it! 
Israel must. never compromise! 
Let the Palestinians' declare 
themselves for moderation for a 
change!" , 

Having resolved all the political 
problems, we now turo toward 
religion. Born in Finland, Dimont 
has lived in the U.S. since 1930, 
making his home in' St. Louis, 
Missouri. As he reveals in his 
most recent book, Tbe Jews in 
America, he is a great believer in 
the American brand of Judaism 
and sees it as the wave of the 
future. 

"First of all," he sneers, "all 
that business about the vanishing 
American Jew, it's ~ bunch of 
garbage. I don't care, about the 
statiStics. History doesii't f6110wa 
statistical curve. If It did, we'd be 
able to predict the future, and in 
fact we can't." 

Nonetheless, Dimont goes on to 
make some predictions, albeit 
based on his views of the past. 
"American Judiasm is vigorous' 
and healthy ~ and it's something 
entirely new. I call it voluntary 
Judaism. The American experien
ce was the first in which groups of 
Jews actually precede'd "the 
arrival of rabbis. In ArD.erica, 
when the first rabbis showed up, 
they found that laymen had beat 
them there by 200 years - and 
these laymen weren't about to be 
dictated to. 

"Voluntary, that's the point. It's 
the Judaism of the future. Earlier 
there was the priesthodl:l and then 
the rabbis to enforce observance. 
Now I see a merger coming about 
among the Refonn, the ,Conser
vative, and the Modern Orthodox 
- I don't count those fossils, you 
know, the Hechal Shlomo boys, 
the Mea Shearim crowd. They 
don't count - but let me tell you, 
they are the only ones who really 
recognize that a new strain of 
Judaism is coming. 

"Anyway, .what we'll see in this 
voluntary' Judaism is a new 
Shulhan Arukh, that's the 
prepared table of the law. The 
new Shulban Arukh will be a 
smorgasbord. It'll have two tables 
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- and a wastebasket on the side. 
"The big table, that's what I call 

the essentials. You'll have the 
main' course, the' staples - the 
Shabbat, the High Holidays, cir
cumcision and so on. But we'll ob
serve Shabbat in a rational way! I 
shouldn't drive to synagogue on 
Shabbat? I should walk my legs off, 
just to please some rabbi? What 
kind of !lay of rest is that? 

"Anyway, the second table is 
what I call the electives. Here we 
can do some bargaining, picking 
and cpoosing. Take kasbrut. The 
Bible says it's kosher to eat 
locusts. Locusts? Feh! So I'll tell 
you what, I'll pass on the locusts 
and I'll help myself to the shrimp 
and the lobster. It's a deal, okay? 

"Then there's the wastebasket. 
That's where we simply have to 
toss a lot of the nonsense that we 
mistake for Judaism. 

"Rabbi,nic Judaism passed on to 
us a lot of nonsense. So we have 
these idiots running around in 
these fur Iults and long black coats 
and silk stockings - this ghetto 
image that some Polish goy han
ded to them - these Jews think 
it's Jewish! 

"What's worse, a lot of modern 

Jews think this five per cent ultra· 
Orthodox minority i8\ somehow 
more authentically JeWish than 
we are. We're afraid of offending 
them! Afraid they'll reject us! It's 
crazy! It's as crazy as Israel 
begging for peace!" 

"I see Jewish history as a three
act drama," he says. "The first 
act was the 2000 years from 
Abraham to the fall of the Second 
Temple. That was the Jewishness 
of the priesthood. 

"The second 2000 years, that 
was the 'period where the rabbi 
replaced the Temple. In the 
Diaspora a third of the Torah was 
thrown out: 

"Well, you know, there's an old 
Jewish saying: 'When God sends 
an illness, he also sends a cure.' 
That's what we're getting now in 
this, the dawn of the third act. 
Voluntary Judaism, Judaism 
without coercion, and without the 
nonsense. America has sbown 
the way. Now it's up to Israel to 
pick up on it. Israel has three 
million Jews in search of a faith. 
Nationalism isn't enough. 

"This is what we'll have in the 
third act, The proud, free, in
dependent Jew - the "ish 

We wish aill our Jewish Friends 
a Happy and Peaceful New Year. 
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