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Israel's Occupation Has Given Arab 
Women Too Many Rights: Gaza M~or ", 

By JONATHAN BRAUN 
One of Israel's worst sins in 

administering the formerly Egyp
tian-ruled Gaza Strip, according 
to Gaza Mayor Rashad Shawwa, 
has been to upgrade the status of 
Arab women. 

"Society has become too liberal 
for us, especially since the Israeli 
occupation," Shawwa was quoted 
as saying in a lengthy question
and-answer interview which ap
peared in the August issue of The 
Middle East, a London-based, 
English-language Arab monthly. 

"Women have been given more 
rights and more freedom than the 
Muslim religion will tolerate." 

The Gaza mayor added that the 
Islamic fundamentalist 
movement, spearheaded by Iran's 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, 
"has aroused ... feelings here." 

Gaza residents, according to 
Shawwa, "are beginning to think 
in terms of tightening up their 
social life and moving closer to 
religious tradition and instruc
tion. " 

Shawwa, who describes himself 
both as "a moderate" and "a 
part" of the Palestine Liberation 
Organization, emphasized the 
demand for "a sovereign 
Palestinian state with Jerusalem 
as its capital. 

"No Palestinian in the occupied 
territories or outside would accept 
less than that," he said. 

. With respect to the Israelis, 
Shawwa said: "There would be no 
problem if they did not come to 
this country as Zionists and were 
willing to live under Palestinian 
authority. " 

Despite its obvious anti-Israel 
bias, The Middle East is regarded 
by many observers as a useful 
source of news and information 
about the Arab world in general, 
and the Persian Gulf states in 
particular. The slick monthly is 
said to be heavily subsidized by a 
group of Saudi Arabian financiers, 
led by the globe trotting 
billionaire, Adnan Kashoggi. 

Also to be found in the August 
issue was the second in a series of 
articles on international 
terrorism. Titled "Through the 
Ba rre I of a Gun," the article 
sought to justify the PLO as a 
national liberation moven.ent 
which, in pursuit of its political 
aims, has occasionally had to 
resort to terrorist "tactics and 
techniques. " 

Births 
Avrum and Marla (Shell) 

Kaplan are thrilled to announce 
the birth of their first child, An
drew Michael on Monday, August 
11, 1980. Grandparents are Eddie 
and Rose Shell and Sonny and Bea 
Kaplan". GreaJ-grandmother is 
Bessie Shell. 

Bill and Marlies Sodomsky are 
pleased to announce the birth of 
their first born, a daughter, Lauren 
Sarah, on Wednesday, Sept. 17, 
weighing 7 pounds 1 oz. Grand
parents are Cecile and David 
Sodomsky. 

Marty and Terry (nee Grushko) 
Hornstein of Calgary, Alberta are 
pleased to announce the safe 
arrival of their first born, on Sep
tember 21, 1980, a girl named 
Ariel Dawn, weighing 7 pounds 14 
ounces. Grandparents are Ann 
and Ben Grushko, Gordon and 
Shilamus Hornstein. Great grand
parents are Mrs. Sal Brownstone, 
Mr. W. Grushko, and Mr. and 
Mrs. B. Choslovsky. 

FIREWOOD 
Seasoned Birch & Poplar 
Complete range of landscaping 

services 

Snow Removal 
Call: Art Stoller 

St. Andrews Landscaping 
and Supply Ltd. 
Ph. 338-5na 

Pager 944-9333 Code 1981 
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Israel's Canal Project 
. By YORAM KESSEL 

Prime Minister Begin is to suggest that the proposed Mediterranean-Dead Sea water canal, one of 
the most ambitious development projects for the arid south, be named after former foreign minister 
Yigal Allon. 

If the idea is approved, it would be a unique, magnanimous gesture from the Likud administration 
to its previously unreconciled political opponent. 

The cabinet has adopted, in principle, the building of the canal. When completed it will be the 
fulfillment of an old Zionist dream, Mr. Begin told his colleagues, but he said that he doubtel1 whether 
he would be alive to witness its completion. The 70-mile waterway, part of it to be below ground, will 
originate in the Gaza Strip, pass south of Beersheva, and fall into the Dead Sea near Ein Bokek, 
where its major purpose will be to turn the turbines in a hydro-electric station that is expected to 
provide one-fifth of the country's electricity needs by the turn of the century. 

The plan was worked out by a committee under Professor Yuval Neeman, Israel's prominent 
nuclear scientist. The project would cost $700 million and should be ready by 1990. 

The waters of the Mediterranean would flow through an open canal inwards for some 20 miles then 
enter giant concrete pipes, which would carry the water to a point overlooking the Dead Sea,' from 
which it would plunge 1200 feet, turning large turbines. 

Finance Minister Yigal Hurwitz said that the government allotted funds for preliminary planning 
and Energy Minister Yizhak Modai said that the entire sum needed for construction was assured by 
overseas investors, although it was later announced that financing will come from both private and 
government capital. 

Israeli ministers stressed that the planned traversing of the Gaza Strip need have no political im
pediments. If objections are raised the canal could be diverted to start in the Ashkelon region, but this 
would add to the length and the cost. 

Another p.ossib!e objection could be from the Jordanians, if they deem it detrimental to the quality 
of the chemICal-rICh Dead Sea. But again, Israeli leaders have stressed that they will invite Jordan to 
become a party to the project, which could be of mutual benefit to the economic development of both 
states. 

Although the cabinet was exhorted to give approval to scheme in principle, many practical elements 
still have to be ironed out and the canal will only be completed by the end of the decade after at least 
three years of planning. 

******************************** 
~ Are You Planning To Go To Israel ~ 
~ This Coming Winter? ~ 

* * ~ Canadian Friends of Boystown, Jerusalem ~ 
* * ~ ARE SPONSORING ~ 

* * ~ THEIR ANNUAL DELUXE TOUR ~ 
~ February 28, 1981 ~ 

* * : This Is Being Organized For: ~ 
* · 16 DAYS ISRAEL * * · 4 DAYS EGYPT * 
~ • 1 WEEK PORTUGAL (Optional) ~ 
* It Is Not Too Eflrly To Plan. * 
** 

*" * * If you are interested contact for details, tour leaders *" 
~ SAMUEL R. POSNER ALBERT LOWE ~ 
: 633-9154 OR 334-6700 ~ 

* * *~*************~**************** 

HELP WANTED 
A couple or single man to work in Chesed Shel Emes. 

Living quarters provided plus salary. 
Tel 582-5088 or 339-7200 evenings. 

Beth Israel Sisterhood 
is holding a 

Tea 
honoring the past presidents of the 

Hebrew Sick Benefit Assoc. 

Gordon Chafetz 
Charles Saper 
Hy Gardner 
Marcus Bressler 

Sol Selby 
Mike Bedder 
Joe Lovitt 
Dave Stitz 

on Sunday, October 5, 1980 from 2 to 5 p.m. at the 
Beth Israel Synagogue 1007 Sinclair Street 
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From Classical Training to Contemporary Style 
By PHIL KOTLER 

Rachel Browne started to dance 
when she was very young, she told 
me, as we sat over "a gloz teh" in 
the basement of the- 'Contem
porary Dancers Studio, of which 
she is the current and longstan
ding artistic director. 

It all started in Philadelphia, 
where Rachel grew up, and where 

she first saw "someone dancing 
on their toes," a performer at the 
local school at which she was a 
student. It was soon discovered 
that Rachel had a strong musical 
bent, through her childh60d ballet 
and piano skills, and a confessed 
compulsive strain, which resulted 
in hours and hours of disciplined 
ballet practice and exercises 
throughout her teenage years. Her 
serious approach to dance had 
become evident in her early teens. 

Rachel had already made her 
decisions about what kind of 
career she wished to pursue, and 
determined that after high school 
she would head for that Mecca of 
dance, New York City. While still 
in school she sought out the best 
possible tuition at the Catherine 
Littlefield school and under the 
guidance of Anthony Tudor, a 
guest teacher there, she resolved 
to continue her study of dance 
with a new young teacher named 
Benjamin Harkarvy. 

On the day after she graduated 
from high school, Rachel began 
her "apprenticeship" in dance, 
living on peanut butter sand
wiches, working in an office at 
night, and delighting in the 
remarkably sensitive, corrective, 
and scientific approach to 
technique which Harkarvy 
brought to bear; all of this when 
Rachel had reached the ripe old 
age of seventeen. She also studied 
with Edward Caton and Robert 
Joffrey (of the Joffrey Ballet) 
during this period, and recalls it 
as a time of learning and great en
joyment. 

Four years of dance training 
later, she auditioned for her first 
professional role, in the musical 
Oklahoma. She joined Actor's 
Eqliity and took up her first 
professional appointment, to the 
New York Drama Dance com
pany, a small group of eight dan
cers, which worked in both 
classical ballet and modern dan
ce. 

Rachel's involvement with this 
group proved a milestone in her 

career, since it afforded her first 
exposure to what was to become 
the mainstay of her professional 
life, and her chief pleasure -
modern dance. She danced and 
went on the road with the com
pany for about two years, but 
found it difficult to both sustain a 
marriage and be on tour for such 
long periods of time. 

When her teacher, Harkarvy, 
then artistic director of the Royal 
Winnipeg Ballet, invited her to 
come up to Canada and join the 
company, Rachel was happy to 
take up this challenge. The Win
nipeg Ballet was still largely a 
regional company, which meant 
not having to go on tour so often, 
and it provided an opportunity to 
return to ballet exclusively. Ballet 
was, to that point, still Rachel's 
first love. 

Winnipeg proved an oasis of 
tranquility compared with the 
strains of living in New York, and 
since the company was such that 
it allowed one to focus completely 
on dance, relatively free of other 
constraints, Rachel's intended 
"one season contract" stretched 
into five years with the Royal 
Winnipeg, first as ballet member, 
and later as a soloist dancer. 

She stopped dancing for a time, 

RACHEL BROWNE 

in order to devote more time to 
raising her family, but found that 
she missed dance so much that 
finally she "had to go back to it." 
Rachel returned to her dance 
career, this time as instructor at a 
local studio run by Jill and Nenad 
Lhotka, presently co-directors of 
the Chai Folk Ensemble. While 
working there, Rachel tried her 
hand (perhaps feet would be a 
more appropriate metaphor) for 
the first time at choreography and 
"experimental dance." These first 
attempts at the rudiments of dan-

ce choreography were to evolve 
into the fledgling Winnipeg Con
temporary Dance Company. 

A first concert by Rachel's in
trepid band of dancers, held at the 
University of Manitoba, proved 
quite a success, and was followed 
by an ever-increasing number of 
invitations to appear in other per
formances and for other audien
ces. Four years of financial 
trapeze artistry followed, leading 
finally, inevitably, to the 
"professionalization" of the young 
dance company. What this meant 
was that they were now enjoying 
the active help of some of the local 
citizenry, of people who valued 
modern dance and who became 
the first nucleus of "supporters of 
the Contemporary Dancers." 

The company even enjoyed the 
largesse of government in the 
form of an operating grant, was 
a ble to assemble its first board of 
directors and to meet some of its 
more esoteric and long delayed 
goals - such as paying the dan
cers. Further, these new 
developments meant that Rachel 
would no longer have to function 
in her roles as the company's 
chief choreographer, manager, 
artistic director, dancer, tour 
manager, business manager, and 
publicity director. 

Many of the financial respon
sibilities were lifted from Rachel's 
by now somewhat wearied 
shoulders, through the acqUisition 
of the company's first business 
manager, Bob Holloway. The com
pany is now 17 years old, and is 
the first cross-Canada modern 
dance touring company. Contem
porary Dancers also tours in the 
U.S. and has this year, for the fir
st time, a tentative European 
booking. 

In order to broaden the com
pany's base of appeal, and 
because Rachel, perhaps unduely 
modestly, felt that she could not 
by herself provide the sole 
"vision" for what was rapidly 
becoming a vibrant and dynamic 
dance company, as' its sole 
choreographer, a pollcy of inviting 
a number of guest choreographers 
was undertaken. This policy has 
since paid handsome dividends in 
the vast expansion of the 
choreographic repertoire of the 
company, by the addition of the 

Anti-Terror Unit 
Jerusalem (JCNS) - "Let liS 
hope that you will not have to 
prove just how good you are," In
terior Minister Dr. Yosef Burg 
told commanders and other ranks 
of the Border Police special anti
terror unit whose new training 
base has just been dedicated. 

Egypt Pledges Smoother Normalization 

This unit includes some of the 
country's best trained combat 
policemen, Inspector-General 
Herzl Shafir said at the ceremony. 

Jerusalem (JCNS) - Israeli 
Foreign Minister Itzhak Shamir, 
who paid a 24-hour visit to Cairo 
on the eve of Rosh Hashanah, told 
his fellow ministers here that the 
visit had not resulted in any 
tangible Egyptian commitments 
but was, nonetheless, "productive 
in promises. " 

The visit had been geared to 
improving bilateral ties with 
Egypt and Mr. Shamir said that 
he believed that he succeeded in 
conveying the Israeli point of view 
that speedier and smoother nor
malization of relations between 
two countries was an imperative 
feature in helping further to 
promote the overall peace 
process. 

Mr. Shamir reported that the 
Egyptian leaders had agreed that 
there should be better implemen-

tation of trade and other ties and 
that there should also be smoother 
functioning of the direct land 
route between Israel and Egypt 
through Sinai. Until now, the 
Egyptians have been slow in im
plementing these links because of 
the stalemate over the Palestinian 
Autonomy talks. 

Mr. Shamir indicated that he 
was pleased with his visit. 

The decision to set up this crack 
anti-terror unit was taken some 
years back to combat terrorists 
who manage to infiltrate into the 
country and need to be overcome 
once they have reached civilian 
targets. 

The members of the unit are 
National Servicemen who have 
served in the Army's crack 
paratroop or Golani infantry 
brigades. 

Marie and Ted Muller 
and Family 

wish friends and relatives 
A Very Happy and Prosperous New Year. 

513 Burrin Ave. . Winnipeg. Manitoba 

Winnipeg's Coutemporary Dancers perform 'Construction Company,' 
choreographed by Stephanie Ballard, with niuslc by Andre Gagnon. 
(Photo by David Cooper.) 

works of some of the most 
distinguished figures in the field of 
modern dance. 

The list of guest 
choreographers, and, indeed, 
guest performers (singers, dan
cers), include Paul Sanasardo, 
Sophie Maslow, Norman Walker, 
James Waring, Norman Morrice, 
Judith Marcuse, Anna 
Blewchamp, Karen Rimmer, Lin
da Rubin, Judith Lander, Jim 
Donahue .... The list goes on and 
on. At present, the company is in 
rehearsal for a new piece, 
"Tryst," under the direction of 
Brian Macdonald, one of Canada's 
outstanding choreographers. 

This year, Rachel assured me, 
the Contemporary Dancers 
prOmise to surpass their earlier 
shows in excitement and in
novation. The 1980-81 season 

(which provides three different 
programs), includes Brian Mac
donald's new work, new pieces 
created by Rachel Browne (with 
Jim Donahue, a folk singer from 
Manitoba), and some original new 
works by Stephanie Ballard; the 
company's associate artistic 
director, as well as by Fred Mat
thews of New York. The regular 
series of performances will be 
seen, once more, at the PlayhouSe 
Theatre, while a speCial holiday 
performance for children (in 
December) will be moved over to 
the Manitoba Theatre Centre. 

I never thought that the day 
would come when I would actually 
find myself looking forward to a 
Manitoba winter. This year, I do, 
anticipating a winter warmed not 
inconsiderably by Rachel's talen
ted, exciting, and very contem
porary dancers. 

Jewish Students In Power Struggle 
London (JCNS) - Three major 
Jewish students unions, including 
the powerful European Union of 
Jewish Students, have suspended 

, relations with the World Union of 
Jewish Students (WUJS), 
following the sacking of Ira 
Cohen, the WUJS project director. 

The South African UJS and the 
. Australian UJS are the two other 
organizations involved in the 
walkout. 

This action follows the WUJS 

Congress in Jerusalem last Se~ 
tember, when the British UJS 
stalked out condemning the 
"ferocious political scheming and 
infighting within the' World 
Union ... · 

Mark Dines, the retiring chair
man of the European Union, 
claims that since the election of 
Alfrado Trapunsky as chairman of 
WUJS and Reuven Shalom as 
treasurer, last September, neither 
had communicated in a proper 
way with the world executive. 
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WEDNESDAY, OCT. 15, 1980 
AFTER 8:30 P.M. 

SHAAREV ZEDEK 
SYNAGOGUE LOUNGE 

CANNED MUSIC! 
REFRESHMENTS! 

If you are 25 years old or more, and if you are 
unmarried 

You and your friends and their friends and 
. their friends are invited to the party! 

..... ~ 


