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Girl with a Smile Interviews 
Jewish Toreador's Mother 

Sidney Fl'anldin Is l\'lastcr of Sn'ord -and Brush 

By 

'rho Girl With A Smile 

C<Que hombre!" exclaimed thirteen 
thousand Spaniards at the Ivladrid 
arena when Sidney Franklin, Amer
ican Jewish matador\ made his 
debut as a bull-fighter in Spain. 

"What a man!" re-echoed the man 
of the New York street as he read 
of the exploits of the first Yankee 
bull-fighter. 

There was one, however, who did 
not join the shout of the throng. 
He is her son and she views with 
mingled feelings the tales of his 
glory. 

In the front room of a drab 
apartment in one of the poorer sec
tions of Brooklyn, a woman of 
fifty sat on the edge of a sofa. 
Her work-knarled hands, interrup
ted in the midst of preparations for 
the Sabbath, rested in her lap. Her 
eyes filled with tears as her hug
band, black moustached and vigor
ous, arriving with a fresh batch of 
afternoon papers, read the latest 

news of Sidney's exploits. "He's 
the talk of· the town," declares 
Abram Frumkin, retired policeman, 
reading aloud how Sidney slew the 
bull with one sword thrust and. 
for his unusual skill, bravery and 
fine cape-work. was accorded the 
rare privilege of circling the buH 
ring to receive the frenzied plaud
its of the spectators. Pride flick
ers' over the mother's face when the 
report points out her son's bravery. 
But she shakes her head and fin
gers a cablegram: 

"Don't worry, Mom," it says, 
don't believe the papers. I'm all 
right." It had come after reports 
that on Sunday in Lisbon Sidney 
had been gored in the arm and leg 
by a bull, 

Into this brown room with its 
furniture shrouded in faded cretonne, 
the Girl With a Smile was admitted. 
On the walls \\'ere framed enlarge
ments of family groups, a couple in 
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European attire, the man with ear
locks. But the one spot of color 
in the room was an unframed oil 
painting of a bullfighter flaring his 
cape before a bull. 

"Is that your son?" the Girl 
With a Smile asl<ed, 

"Yes. He painted it himself," 
the mother replied with just pride 
for it was not the work of an ama .. 
teur. IjYou will ask how does a 
Jewish boy come to be a bullfighter. 
Well, he is an artist and that is 
how he came to be a bullfighter." 

Mr. Frumkin retired with his pa
pers to the kitchen and Mrs. Frum
kin, beginning her story in the way 
that Jewish women always begin a 
story, took me to the window. uYou 
see, across the street there. the 
frame house. That's where Sidney 
was borD. Right on this block. 
Twenty-six years ago. July 11th 
was his birthday." 

Wo went back to our seats. !lHe 
was always a lively fellow and he 
loved excitement. Whatever it was, 
he was always in the midst of it. 
Years ago when the Kiddie Klub had 
a play he took the part of the 
wolf. But how could he be a bull
fighter?" She shook her head at 
the inexplicable. ,jI don't know. 
When he was a boy he wouldn't let 
you harm a cat. He had a button 
from the S.P.C.A." 

Her eyes fastened on the past, 
Mrs. Frumkin recalled. j'Sidney 
went to public school and to Hebrew 
school. He went to Commercial 
High School and specialized in art. 
Then he took a job with a commer
cial artist. 

uSoon," his mother continued with 
the understanding that comes of 
rearing four boys and three girls, 
"he got the wanderlust. It was 
wartime and he wanted to enlist. 
But he was too young, he was six
teen when he came to me and said , 
'Mom, I want to go to Chicago.' 

"I told him when he went that 
the door was always open to him 
to come home. 

"But he stayed only six months in 
Chicago. He was on the road 
again. When he came back to 
New York he got another job with 
a commercial artist. In the same 
office was a Mexican, also an ar-
tist. The Mexican knew no Eng-
lish. Sidney, who studied Spanish 
in High School, was the interpreter. 
They became friends. But the Mex
ican soon went home." Mrs. Frum
kin smiled "That was the beginning 
of how he became a bullfighter'" 

Mrs. Frumkin paused, then went 
on with her story. The Mexican 
invited Sidney to come to Mexico 
City and, of course, Sidney was 
keen to go. He was only 19 then 
but he went. In Mexico City he 
went to work as a commercial ar
tist. 

The color of life in Mexico City 
appealed to the artist in Sidney 
Frumkin. This was what he had 
been longing for. He had not been 
content with New York, Chicago 
had palled. 

Naturally, being in Mexico City 
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it was not long before he went to 
., bullfight with his new friends. 
He watched the matador, heard his 
southern friends praise the skill 
and swiftness of the favorites cf 
the arena. T.hen with the assur
ance of a New York boy who had 
been on his own since he was six.
teen, Sidney dared to say carelessly: 
"It's easy to do." 

HoW they laughed at him, his 
Mexican friends who boasted of 
pure Castilian blood. HEasy to 
dO!" Why, not one of them, born 
and bred in an atmosphere where 
bullfighting was the only sport, with 
the attitude toward it that an 
American has to baseball, not one 
of them would have said ult's easy 
to dO." Not one of them would 
have dreamed of himself in the role 
of a matador! 

uYou have to be born to it," they 
told him. "There's a special kind 
of supple swiftness necessary and 
only a Spaniard can possess it. 

Sidney did not mind their taunts, 
With a determination and methodi
cal precision, he sought out a lead
ing matador and arranged for less
ons in bullfighting. 

The Jewish boy, city born and 
bred, who had perhaps never before 
seen a bull (unless on a rare trip to 
the country) dared to aim at being 
a matador! 

After some weeks of training. 
Sidney went to a ranch where prize 
bulls for the ring were raised. Here 
he practiced and became wise in the 
ways of the bull. 

When .he actually made his ap
pearance in the arena in Mexico 
City, 'his friends' surprise was 
matched only by their chagrin. 

For seven years Sidney Frumkin, 
whose brothers are a policeman and 
accountant, whose sisters are steno
graphers and a teacher, continued 
as a matador in Mexico. On a 
visit home he saw his mother's 
anxious eyes and said, "Mom, for 
your sake I'll give it up." But 
soon he went back to Mexico City. 
"1 can't help it," he wrote. "I 
can't give it up. It's the only 
thing I like to do. I could fight 
three times a day." 

"There is more art to bullfight
ing than in being an artist," says 
Sidney Franklin. Yet he still 
paints--chiefly pictures of the arena, 
of the bull, of the matador in full 
regalia, twirling his cape. 

So she tells her son's story, Sid
ney Franklin's mother, Mrs. Abram 
Frumkin. Still another light passes 
over her face. It is deeper than 
the pride, even stronger than the 
pride, even stronger than the appre
hension. "Er is doch a Yid," sbe 
says, 

And while the descendants of thOse 
who drove the Jews from Spain are 
hailing a Jew in that very Spain, 
cheering his skill and bravery, a 
Jewish mother sits in Brooklyn and 
thinks of her son, of the Jews' in
herent revulsion to blood, and shakes 
her head. uEr is doch a Yid," 
she says_ 
Copyright 1929 by the J.T_A. lIlC· 
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BRITISH GOVERNMENT 
SAYS THERE WILL BE 

NO ABANDONMENT 
OF MANDATE 

(Continued from Page 1) 

think neither can be a real success 
without the other! 

"Arabs who have devoted their 
lives to the problems of t,heir people 
and who are deeply concerned about 
the future of their people know 
what folly it is to have initiated the 
outrages that have taken place, and 
which can have only one effect: the 
condemnation of the Arab popula
tion by the civilized world." 
Z.O.A. Administrative Committee 

Issues Stawment. 

A statement, issued by the Ad
ministrative Committee of the Zion
ist Organization of America, de
clared: 

"We are glad to see in t,he press 
this morning the statement issued in 
Palestine by Sir John Chancellor, 
High Commissioner, in which he ex
pressed sympathy with the victims 
of the Arab outrages and promised 
that order would be restored in the 
country and punishment visited upon 
those guilty of the acts of violence. 
We had for a time been disquieted 
by ~he silence of Sir John, and even 
though we stil! believe that this 

administration has been guilty of 
vacillation, indecision and even 
worse, we look upon his belated 
statement as the first step toward 
a just policy which has been so 
woefully lacking during this critical 
period. 

"But simultaneously with the 
news of Sir John's statement there 
appeared the stories of t)le attacks 
made on twelve Jewish settlements 
in northern Palestine. This and 
other events that have occurred 
cause us to feel that the military 
forces in Palestine are still inade
quate. Frantic appeals for help 
come to us almost hourly. There is 
imminent danger .that the slaughter 
of innocent people will go on and 
unspeakable horrors will continue 
unabated, unless active measures are 
adopted to prevent such occurrences. 

uThe Administrative Committee of 
tp,e Zionist Organization of America 
takes the liberty to make two sug
gestions: 

"The first is that Jewish self-de
fense corps in Palestine which have 
formed solely to protect Jewish life 
and property, and without thought 
of aggression, should not be dis
armed while Arabs continue their 
attackS. The second and construc
tive suggestion is that under British 
officers additional defense units be 
recruited from among ~he Jewish 
population, many of whom, we are 
informed, are both fit and eager to 
volunteel'. There are enough able
bodied and brave Jews in Palestine 
to defend Jewish lives and property 
against attacks. But in this tragic 
emergency they must be armed and 
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officered and not denied at least an 
opportunity to die fighting in de
fense of the lives and honor of their 
loved ones." 

CANADIAN JEWS 
SEND $30,000 TO 

AID SUFFERERS 

Montreal, Que. Sept. 10.-The Can
adian Palestine Emergency Fund 
Committee has already cabled $30-
000 for relief of pogrom sufferers. 
Among the largest contributions' are 
those of Mr. and Mrs. Freiman, 
Ottawa, $5,000; Mr. and Mrs. Silver
stone, Montreal, $5,000. Montreal 
has sent over $25,000 in cash and 
$50,000 is expected. The follOwing 
amounts have been received from 
other communities: Winnipeg Council 
of Jewish Women, $1,000; Timmins, 
Kingston, Lachine, eac,h $600; Kam
sack, $500; Fort William, $400; 
Glace Bay, $350; Peterboro, Estevan, 
each $250; Regina Hadassah Chap
tel'. Melfort Hadassah, Moose Jaw; 
each $200; Prince Albert, $160; 
Buchanan, Sha1Nfnigan Falls, Leader, 
each $125; Owen Sound $100.; Shee
brooke Hadassah, Regina Ann Selick 
Chapter, La Tuque, each $50; Por
tage La Prairie Hadassah, $25; 
Swift Current Hadassah, $30; st, 
JO,hns, Que., $26; Regina Judaea::Ls, 
$23; Chat,ham, $15; Monisburg, Onto 
Riviere Du Loup, Que., each $10' 

The following communities have 
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i S 
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Also stores at 1841 Portage 
Avenue, St. James; and Marion 
and Tache, st. Boniface. 

wired that the following amounts al
ready have been collected in cash 
but they are still continuing the 
work: Calgary, $4000; Saskatoon, 
$1300; Quebec, $1200; Hamilton, 
London, each $1000; Melville, $500; 
V'egrevil!e, $350; Moncton, Yorkton, 
each $230; st. Catharlnes, $400' 
Tho Zionist organization has sent 
out an urgent appeal to speed . tp 
the work and to complete collections 

at t,he earliest possible date and to 
wire to thc National Treasurer, A. 
Levin, Care of the Zionist Organiza~ 
tion, 384 Sherbrooke West, Montreal. 
"It is most important that all mon
ies be remitted through one channel, 
'1'he Canadian Palestine Emergency 
Relief Fund, headed by Mrs. Frei
man, Chairman, and A. Levin, Treas
urer," states Rabbi J. L. Zlotnik, in 
his wire to Zionist leaders. 
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