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When the Shofar Sounds 
By Rabbi S. Wohlgelernter, 

Vancouver, B. C. 
, •• '-.o_D __ -,,~_ 

~---<>-)--_II __ '.:. 
Onc of the most important ceremon

ies of the High Holy Days is the 
.cunding' of th£ Shofar, which fol-
10ws upon the reading of the Law
(This Y€ar it win be sounded on the 
sf:cond day only, the Jewish ,Law pro
hibiting' it on the Sahbath.) 

In order to familiarize our English
speaking Jews, and particularly our 
youth, with the great thoughts that 
are bound up in this religious cere
mony, I wish to quote from the com
mentaries of Saadya Gaon, one of the 
gl'-eatest Jewish authorities. 

Before we proce'Ed to ask forgive~ 
ness of the Lord, and for life in the 
next year, liRe member Us unto life, 
Oh King, that taketh delight in life," 
we must hElieve that God is One, up
on whose will the life of each indi
vidual and the eXlstence of the whole 
uniV€l'se is dep<!ndent. 

The first requisite of faith is be
lief in the divine creation of the 
v/orId Since Rosh Hashanah marks 
the beginning of the period during 
"hich God created the world, and 
thus began to reign over us, we pub
licly proclaim by the sounding' of the 
~,11Ofar that the Creator is our King. 
For is it not customary at the corona
tion of it monarch to sound trumpets 
and cornets to announce the com
mencement of his reign? Therefor-e 
David says "with trumpets and the 
sound of the Shofar shout ye before 
the Lord." 

Again, in order to give those who 
have lost faith in the Almighty an 
opportunity to become cOllvinced of 
this truth, and those who have sinned 
it chance to return and rep.ent on 
Rosh Hashanah, being' the first of the 
ten penitential days, ,\v-e sound the 
Shofar. It summons all to return and 
repent, and if they heed not the warn
lllg', they cannot thereafter plead ig
nOrance thereof. For they who wish 
to know the path of repentance, and 
the great precepts that must shape 
our ways and our future, must know 
the Divine Law, and must believe that 
i.- was given to us by God. 

The Shofar also reminds us of the 
Law given to Mo~es on Sinai, for 
Exodus tells us that upon that day 
"the voice of the Shofar was exceed
ing loud." It admonishes 'us to bind 
ourselves to a due observance of the 
word of the Law, as did our anc>.es
tors when they said "All that the 
Lord hath said, we shall do and 'be 
obedient thereunto." 

Not only are we to heed the word 
of the Law contained in the Penta
teuch. We must also learn, study 
and remelnber the words of the pro
phets who, divinely inspired, spoke to 
the Jewish nation at differ.ent periods. 
The Shofar also serves to remind us 
or these prophets, whom Ezekiel com-
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pared to watchmen blowing the ,trum
pets of' warning. "WhOSOEver hear
.th the sound of the Shofar, and 
takes not warning and the sword 
cometh and taketh him away, his 
blood win be upon his head; Ibut he 
that takes warning will save his life." 

Let USt go back to the tim·e 'when 
\ve were a nation among nations, 
v; h·en, because we (Ud not heed the 
Law and the words of our prophets, 
the Templ£· was destroyed, and we 
were driv-en forth iro!"n our Holy 
Land. The c-er-emony of the Shofar 
h. in this respect doubly significant. 
It reminds us that our lapse from the 
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Law brought about "'our ruin, and also 
ii~ tones recall to our -cars the terri
fying shouts of the enemy warriors 
and the destruction of the Temple; as 
Jeremiah the .prophet says (IVj 19), 
jjBecause thou hast h·eard, oh my soul, 
the sound of the trumpet, the alarm 
of war." The Shofar therefOl'€, ought 
to inspire us to beseech t·he Almighty 
to rebuild the Holy Temple. It ought 
to prepare us for better deeds in .the 
future, it ought to instil in our souls 
a willingness to sacrifice ourselves 
fol' the laws of' God, and our careers 
for th, principles of the Law, as did 
our forefathers who gave up their 
lives in His. Holy name, and for th-e 
word of God. The Shofar reminds us 
of the finding of Isaac; just as he 
submitted to the will of Heaven, so 
must we submit -€ven to death, for the 
sanctification of the Almighty and 
His Holy name, The Shofar ought to 
rflmind us of our past, and cause us 
to tremble, so that we may probably 
humble our spirits before the Supreme 
Being'; for it has b,en said that it is 
the nature of these instruments to in-
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.spire terror, for the prophet Amos 
says; "For if a trumpet be blown in 
" city, shall not the people be terri
fied ?" 

The sound of the Shofar is a clar
ion call to warn us of the approach of 
the Day of Judgment, that day upon 
which the Shofar wiU again be heard, 
that inevitable day, drawing st€adily 
ll-€arer, ,because of the hYPl")crisy and 
meanness in a world where the wor
ship of false gods is supreme. Then 
will the Lord take due vengeance up
on those who have sown the.e false 
creeds in our midst, for as Zephania 
says (1; M-16) "The great day of 
the Lord is n-car, it is near and ap
proacheth fast, a day of Shofar and 
of shouting." 

Let us not pray merely for our in
dividual well being, but also for the 
weal of our beloved nation, a wander
('1' for the last 2000 years, suffering 
spiritually and physically, Let us 
pray that our nation ·be withdrawn 
from its terrible exile and returned to 
its land-to the land of Israel. Let 
the Shofar remind us to pray for the 
tim·e when the outcasts of Israel are 
to be gathered together, as Isaiah 
wrote (XXVII; 13) "And it shan come 

(, pass in that day, the great Shofar 
shall be sounded; and the lost Sons of 
IE-rael will return from the land of 
Ashur (Assyria), the downtrodden 
from Egypt, and they will prostrat€ 
themselves ,before the Lord on the 
Holy }\fount, in J el'usal.cm,l' 

While we pray and hope for that 
great day, let us not lose sight of the 
mast essential· tenet of the Jewish 
faith-the resurrection of the dead, 
I, is a part of the purpose of the 
Shofar to remind us of this) to 
strength€ll our belief in it, as the 
prophet Isaiah says: "Yea, all ye that 
inhabit the world, and dwell on the 
earth, when the Standard is Iif,ted up-

011 the mountains, ye shall .behold! 

and when the Shofar is sounded, yo 
shall hear,n 
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For a Real Treat Try One of 

Harry's Corn Beef Sandwiches 
and a Cold Drink off the lee 

Harry's Kosher Delicatessen 
Harry Wolodnrsky, Prop. 

258 FORT ST. 
Opposite Ol'phcum 'l'heatre-Next t.o 

Dominion Motors 
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A Happy 
and 

Prosperous 
New Year 

The Sign of Good Bread 

The ay of Health is the 
Highway to Happiness 

Good wheat bread is the way to health-CANADA BREAD is the best of 
bread-you eat it with extra delight-because-First, the taste is so pleas
ing-and the flavor so satisfying. Second: You know that every ingredient 
that goes into the making of it is given the highest quality test-and that 
is the guarantee for wholesomeness-nutriment-and food value. Third: 
You know that food value means-brain and brawn-vim. :and vig'or
health and happiness-to the young and to the older folk-for all the peo
ple-all the time. Prove the truth that "The quality goes in before the 
name goes on" in a loaf of 

BUTTER~ UT BREAD 
"RICH AS BUTTER - SWEET AS A NUT" 

This "loaf of delight" is served to tens and tens of thousands of Canadian 
homes daily-from eleven great modern baking plants _. - in Winnipeg
Toronto _ Montreal- Ottawa -.Hamilto') - London and Galt. Eat more 
wheat bread - eat more CANADA BREAD - it is the way of health and 
the highway to happiness! 

,~ Try Daintimaid Cake ~ 
. - Try Dainty 

Try Golden Macaroons 
Doughnuts ~ 

No Lard Is Used in Canada Bread 

From the grocer - the CANADA BREAD salesman - or 
Phone 39017 - 33 604 

~ 

THE CANADA BREAD COMPANY 
LIMITED 

J, NICHOLSON, Manage,· at Winnipeg 

" .. 


