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Menahem 
Ussishkin 

By REV. J. K. GOLDBLOOM 

where he called the famous large majority of delegates who voted against the 
conference of representatives Proj ect. . . ' . 
of the Yishuv in "Zichron I can still picture the stormy scenes Whl~h 
Jacob", and laid the founda- were enacted' at that congress. Israel Zangwlll, 
tion there for the establish- and his followers, who had begun to call them
ment of a united body which selves "Territorialists" because they had lost ?e
should represent all Jewish lief in ever regaining Eretz Israel as a J~W1sh 
communities in Palestine. Homeland caused many obstructions at the C.on-

He also founded the Hebrew gress, and every time Ussi.shk~ rose t.o speak, 
Teachers' Organization. From they jeered him; but Usslshkm remamed un
there he cabled to the Sixth daunted and finally succeeded in having. the 
Zionist Congress, protesting. resolutidn passed, that the Zioni~t Congress rejects 
Herzl's suggestion, and de- with thanks the U gand.a ~roJ ect, ~nd. res?lves 

Jews In Industry 
DESTROYING FALSEHOODS 

. WITH FACTS By Louis Rosenberg 

clared that he would fight the that the object of the ZlOmst OrgamzatlOn IS to 
Uganda Project with all his strive solely for the return of Eretz Israel, as the "CONSTANT dripping will wear away a stone" is an old say-
might. National Home of the Jewish People. ing, and it is just as true when it refers to the dripping of 
After the congress, on his During that period he wrote his well-known false propaganda from poisoned tongues. Was it not 

return from Palestine to Russia, brochure "Our Program", in which he points out .Hitler himself who wrote that the constant repetition of false 
Much that the Rev. J. K. Goldbloom says about 

his friend and mentor" Menahem Ussishkin. in this 
finely drawn sk.etch, written exclusively tor The Jewish 
Post may be applied to him. Rev. Goldbloom came to 

. thes~ shores onl1J recently, without any fanJare. from 

he organized all opponents of that the' Zionist Organization must work for an statements will make the multitude believe them? The charge that 
. the Uganda scheme, in a strong entire Jewish revival-of nation, land, .and the Jews are not a productive people, that they sell and exchange but 

opposition, u n d e r the name Hebrew Language. do not create, has been repeated so often in the past, that even an his beloved England and. immediately made his pres
ence felt. In the short while that he has beel1, here he 
has endeared himselfto both young and old. Where he 
d,'aws his vigor 'a:itd vitality, his ever youthful enthus
iasm, mu.st remain a SeC1"et -unless perhaps it is to be 
found in the work he is doing for the full realization of 
an ideal-the rebh·th of Eretz Israel and the people of 
Israel.-The Editor. 

MORE than five months have. elapsed since 
the passing away of Menahem Ussishkin, 

and I still find it difficult to make peace 
with the thought that the strong man of the 
Zionist Movement is no longer amongst the living. 

For over 40 years I had the honour of working 
under his leadership; he was one of my great 
teachers in Zionism. I met him at Zionist Con
gresses, Conferences, at meetings of the Actions 
Committee, both in the Galuth and in Eretz Israel. 
And at every meeting I felt how fortunate the 
Zionist Movement was to have a man such as 
Ussishkin, who. possessed all the qualities of a 
great Jew and a great Zionist. 

"Zionei Zion" _ "Zionists for After the Seventh Congress, Ussishkin still increasing number of Jews have come to believe it. Yet nothing 
Zion only," and came to the S'ev~ had to combat the Political Zionists, in the Zionist could be further from the truth. . 
enth Zionist Congress with a encampment, who believed that the ma~or wo!~ of From the earliest days of Jewish history, industry and farm-

the Zionist Organization was to gam pohtlCal ing have been held in highest respect. The great Jewish rabbis. 
rights in Eretz Israel, and were therefore opposed and teachers of old were proud of the fact that they made their' 
to colonization on a small scale. living as craftsmen and artisans, and were not paid 

At the Eighth Congress a heated discussion . , for their studies and preaching. Many of the great 
took place between the political and pr.actical Zi.on- Jewish sages of old were shoemakers, tanners, 

. th h silversmiths, etc. 
ists, of which Ussishkm was e mam c amplOn, An ancient writer of the sixth century, Cosmos 
and' finally an agreement was reached, and the 
synthetic Zionism of U. ssishkin's pro.gra.m-that Indicopleustes, who was not a Jew nor a lover of 

1 h Z to Jews, wrote that the Jews were a people "endowed 
together with the political wor {, t.e lOms. rga- by divine grace with special aptitude for handi-
nization must do practical work m Palestme on crafts". 
the colonizational field, and also for the develop- From the earliest centuries of the present era, 
ment and strengthening of the cultural work of Jewish craftsmen were renowned in the Moham-
the Yishuv was adopted, and as a result of the medan countries, in North Africa, in Russia, Italy 
synthetic Zionism, we have ~odaY r~ac~ed a!l era and Spain as glass blowers, silk dyers and silk 
of new Jewish life in Palestme, whIch IS bmlt on weavers. It was the Jews who 'introduced, silk 
all these doctrines. weaving in Italy, France, Holland and Germany. 

From then on, Ussishkin became the spokes- Jews were and still are the outstanding goldsmiths 
man of the greater part of the Zionist Movement, and silversmiths of Northern Africa. Much of the 
and his influence grew at Zionist Congresses ,year most elaborate embroidery of the early Middle 
after year. It is impossible, in one article, to Ages, including even the ecclesiastical embroidery 
enumerate all the great and wonderful deeds that used by the Roman Catholic church, was the work 
Ussishkin had accomplished from that time until ': of Jewish craftsmen. 
the last day of his life. In Jerusalem, material for Trade and commerce did not oust industry as 
special books on Ussishkin's.life and wor.ks ~s the the favorite occupation among Jews because of 

REV. J. K. GOLDBLOOM 

In Spain and Portugal before the days of the Inquisi
tion, the Jews were silk weavers, saddlers, shoemaker:s, 
tanners, tailors, coppersmiths, goldsmiths, basket makers 
and makers of swords and armour. In Morocco. and in Egypt 
Jews engaged in similar occupations. In ·Italy Jews were 
among the earliest type-founders and type setters. Typsiles, 
the man who re-discovered the manufacture of gunpowder 
in Europe in 1353 was a Jew. It was a Jew, Joachim Gans, 
who operated a smelter in England in the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth, although Jews were not officially allowed to live 
in that country at the time. 
. However, it was not until the coming of the Industrial 

Revolution that the guild system rea.lly crumbled and Jews 
were permitted to use. their skill in manufacturing goods 

instead of merely selling them. 
It was the newer industries, those which depended upon the 

raw materials which were brought into Europe from the newly 
discovered countries across the Atlantic that Jews first became 
prominent. Marrano Jews were planters of sugar cane in Madeira, 
South America, Martinique, Surinam and Jamaica, and Jews first 
introduced the sugar refining industry into Europe. The manufac
ture ana use of tobacco was first introduced to Europe by Mestre 
Bernal, a Marrano Jew who acted as doctor on Columbus's ship. 

Cigarette making was introduced to England by Jews, and 
cigar making in England, the United States and Canada was in its 
early stages largely a Jewish occupation. 

.Samuel Gompers, the London Jew who subse
quently became president of the American Federa
tion of Labor, was a cigar maker by trade. A fellow 
worker of his, Bernard Baron, developed the cigar
ette industry in England and became the founder 
of the firm of Carreras Ltd., the makers of Black 
Cat cigarettes. Sir Mortimer B. Davis played a 
prominent part in the early stages of the tobacco 
and cigarette industry in Canada and was the 
founder of the Imperial Tobacco Company. However, 
in this as in many other industries, while Jews 
were among the founders and most active while 
the industry was small, as the industry developed 
they have been replaced by large corporations in 
which Jews have played very little part. 

In the countries of Eastern Europe, prior to 
the first World War, Jews played a very important 
part in the industrial life of the countries in which 
they lived. They were not merely middlemen, 
traders who bought and sold the products of farm 
and industry. They were the craftsmen without 
whose help the peasant could not have carried on 
his work. 

The more I listened to his great speeches, which 
flowed from his mouth so earnestly, the more I 
was under the impression that Ussishkin was not 
born in the 19th century, but that he belonged to 
the heroes of the past, who had so. gallantly de
fended our liberty against the onslaughts of the 
Romans, and was resurrected in our age. 

Yes, the Zionist Movement has had great Zionists during the 
last 50-60 years, but Ussishkin was an outstanding personality. 
Just as there was no equal to Dr. Herzl, who was the founder oj'! 
Political Zionism and of the Zionist Organization, there is no equal 
tQ Ussishkin, who was the personification of a great, proud Jew and 
wholehearted Zionist in the fullest sense of the word. 

great Zionist leader, are being compiled at present for pubhc~tlOn. choice. The Jews were forced out of craftsmanship .LOUIS ROSENBERG The Polish, Ukrainian and Rumanian peasant 

From his early youth, for over 60 years, he devoted his life to 
the Jewish Renaissance, and with his extraordinary energy, he 
worked and made others work for all phases of the Jewish rehabili
tation, and on his flag were engraved the words: "Strong will, 
unlimited sacrifice, and great 
faith in a glorified Jewish 
future of Eretz Israel." 

And here I will only dwell upon the work that had dUring the and industry by the rise of. the guilds, whiCh 
last twenty odd years become the poetry of his life, and that was limited their membership to Christians only. 
Geulath Haaretz. It is already well-known that he was the redeem~r No Jew could be a guild member. No Jew could be accepted 
of the historical "Emek Jezreel". In 1920 when he settled In: as an apprentice to a guild member, or become a joutrneyman 
Palestine, and was at the head of the Zionist executive in Eretz " . craftsman. No man could practise his occupation in an incorporated 
Israel he assumed the responsibility for the purchase of the Emek city or town unless he were a member of a guild. • 
Jezre~l. His associates were displeased at the high price he had' Thus Jews were forced out of industry· wherever the mediaeval 
paid and also because he had not received the consent of the J.N.F. ,. guilds were strong, but in spite of all difficulties, there was still 
head office which had at that time its seat in the Hague, Holland, . a considerable number of Jews who held tenaciously to their 

, under the chairmanship of occupations, and with the opening of the New World 
Dr. Leimah, and the question:' and the decline of the guild system, Jews again began to pFay ai 
was therefore raised at the ii prominent part in industry. 

plowed and sowed and harvested, but it was the 
Jewish blacksmith who made and repaired the plows; the Jewish 
wheelwright and carpenter who built the wagons and the furniture; 
the Jewish shoemaker and harness maker who made the shoes and 
harness; the Jewish tailor who made'the clothes; the Jewish 
weavers who turned the wool into cloth; the Jewish bristle arid 
brush workers' who manufactured the pigs' bristles into brushes 
which were used in industry, or graced the dressing tables of 
Parisian and London ladies and gentlemen. Jewish manufacturers 
and workers converted the sugar beets into crystalline sugar. 
Jewish workers turned the potatoes and' grain raised by the peasants 

. (Cont. on page 19) 

It is no wonder that when 
Dr. Herzl appeared on the 
Jewish horizon, he invited 
Ussishkin, who was already 
then known as a leader of 
the Chovevei Zion in Russia, 
to aid him in his work. Uss
ishkin went to Vienna to 
meet Dr. Herzl, and after 
that first great meeting, he 
placed himself entirely at 
Dr. Herzl's service and be
came one of his disciples and 
followers. But his first love 
for Eretz' Israel was such 
that when Herzl introduced 
the Uganda Project at the 
Sixth Zionist Congress, Uss
ishkin immediately opposed 
the proposal, in spite of the 
fact that Herzl had intro
duced it. During that period, 
Ussishkin was: in Palestine, 

Twelfth Zionist Congress.' 
They protested at this deal, 
and the debate on this ques
tion was a very heated one, ". 

·JEWS IN WAR 

.Menahem Ussishkin is seen here addtressing the graduates of the Haifa Technica! Institute l 

where engineers., architectsJ 1tQ.vigators, wireless operators aM other skiHed technicians~ 
are trained, tasks of growing importance in War time. 
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and when Ussishkin rose to . 
answer the criticism the, 
Congress assembly was filled :: 
to capacity, and all ~he del~- •. 
gates eagerly aw!ute~ hIS '. 
reply, and I can. st11~ pIcture ',' 
the scene: Usslshkm stood '. 

,firmly in his place, and, his " 
expressive face and forcef:uI 
voice threatened the dele
gates, raising his right hall:d ..... 
from time to time, at theIr. 
neglect of the most import-::: 
ant work for the rebuilding ." 
of our homeland, the Keren . 
Kayemeth, which has the:, 
holiest duty, that of redeem- ': 
ing the land of Eretz Israel 

(Cont. on page 18) 
Young Jewish recruits in Palestine on parade. Young Jewish soldiers in Palestine engaged in musketry training. 
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