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when' !he is able to camouflage it ' 
behind aquotaltion. Thus he quotes 
W. Tausk, who related the following 
tale in his book The Faith of the 
Fathers: One of ihis acquaintances, 
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These two attitudes were by no 
.. means prevalent ones in Vienna at 

the turn of the 19th century. Freud 
. numbered many converts among his 
acquainrtances, and the theme oc
casionally appears in his writings, 

where . it is treated.:in a rather 
casual marmer. 

He attempted, as always, to main
tain a scientific. objectivity in his 
discussions, but sometimes his per
sonal viewpoint emerges, especially 
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a convert, was addressed in an 
anti-Semitic manner while at a 
holiday resort with his family, but 
didn't reply to the words of con-
tempt.· . 

He tried to chase away the boys, 
who were aware of his descent, lest 
an unpleasant discussion ensue. He 
wanted to say to them, 'Go into 
the garden, boys!' But actually !he 
said, 'Go into the garden, Jews!' 
Tausk, and ·Freud with him, con
dudes the storybypointing a moral, 
taken from the words of the father 
involved in this incident: "And so 
I was' obliged to learn a lesson, that 
the faith of the fathers cannot be 
denied without punishment if you 

. " are a son and if you !have sons. 
Through :this quotation Freud in
dudes himself as an inseparable 
link in the chain of generations, 
and this is by no means the only 

example. 
His circle of friends in Vienna was 

comprised almost exclusively. of 
Jews, the majority of them doctors. 
Freud was not interested in public 
life except on one occasion - the 
election of the anti-'Semitic candi
dme Karl Lueger 'as mayor of Vien
na. In ihe exchange of letters be
tween Freud and his great friend, 
the biologist Wilheim Fliess, this 
election constitutes the only poli-
tical topic mentioned. 

Austrian anti-Semitism preceded 
German anti-Semitism, and was to 
a certain extent its spiritual father 
and originator, It also determined 
its racial pattern, and it is therefore 
not surprising that Freud used 
terms like 'Aryan' as early as the 
18905, rterms which did not become 
familiar in Germany, at least among 
its Jews, until after 1933. Freud 
employed them not only in his 
private correspondence but even in 
his scientific writings. 
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ihiIilself reacted to anti
attacks openly and courag
He once used !his walking 

to make a way for himself 
a crowd' of Jew-baiting 

inti.-S,emitic Vienna had its share 
the ground for the 

iZionist movement -and. in 
the Jewish .personality of 
Herzl, its founder. Freud 

in the sanle city and was ai
his age, yet their ,contacts 
extremely limLted. In his let

Fliess, written September 2, 
Freud recalls Zola with en-

thusiasm in connection with the' 
Dreyfus case but he does not men
tion Herzl. 

But on September 28, 1902, Freud 
sent Herzl his book, The interpreta
tion of Dreams, on the recommend
ation of another member of .the 
Neue Freie Presse's editorial board . . , 
with the suggestion that Herzl re
view it, and ·continued: "But at all 
events, may I ask you to keep the 
book as a token of the high esteem 
in which I~like so many others
have held since many years the 
poet and the fighter for the human 
rigihts of our people." 

THE JEWISH POST 

In the choice of words there is 
no identification with· Zionism as 
a political movement .. Freud puts 
the poet before the statesman, and 
everutthe latter achievement is de
fined in an unusual manner. Freud 
sees in ,Zionism not merely a na
tional movement but a struggle of 
human emancipation, not on a pri
vate but a public scale. But the 
matter is even more complicated. 
In The Interpretation of Dreams it
self Freud mentions a performance 
of Herzl's play, The New Ghetto, 
but does· not indicate the name of 
the author, an omission which 

hardly ever occurs in his numerous 
literary references. 

Tins anlbivalent attitude is cor
roborated by another source. The 
late ,Jerusalem X-ray specialist, Dr. 
Joseph Freud, a x·elative of Sig
mund's, stated rthat Freud re:ferred 
to Herzl in one of his lectures at 
the University of Vienna, on the 
subj-ect "Dreams and '11heir Inter
pretation," either in 1905 or 1907. 

. On this occasion Freud related 
that '11heodor Herzl had once ape 
peared to him in a dream: 'An 
appearance filled with glory, with 
a dark yet pale countenance, adorn-
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ed with' an attractive black beard, 
and with .eyes which. expressed in
fiilite grief. The apparition attempt
ed to persuade Freud of the need of 
immediate acrtion, if the Jewish 
people was to be saved. These words 
astonished him, by their logic and 

. their :pent~up emotion.' 
Sigmund . Freud added, according 

to Joseph-Freud, that he had never 
previously set eyes on' Herzl, nei
ther had he ever been interested iii 
his ideas. But after the dream he 
once encounrtered him in a bus and 
was astonished at the resemblance 
between Her:m's apparition in the 
dream and his actual appearance. 

Two of Freud's sons were Zion
ists, Ernst being a member of the 
Student Zionist Federation. Freud 
ihimself joined the' board of . goy..; 
. ernors of the Hebrew :University, 
which· he occasionally called "our 
universirty." 

Freud's final attitude towardS 
Zionism was elaborated in his let-· 
ter to Prof. Friedrich Thieberger; 
. dated April 25, 1926, in which he' 
says: "Howards Zionism I have only-. 
sympathy, but I make no judgment' 
on it, on its chances of success, 
and on the possible dangers. facing .. 
't " 1 • 

Despite his inconstant 'and equi..;· 
vocal attitude to Zionism, Freud 
may be' termed a primitively na
tionalistic Jew, and perhaps even 
an affectively nationalistic Jew, -as 
the described himself in a letter 
to the poet Arthur Schnitzler. In 
support of this two further 'exanl
pIes can be adduced, one from his 
youth and one from his old age. 

In 1885 Freud was in Paris, study
ing with the great Charcot. It was_ 
the year of the reign of General 
Boulanger, the year of rthe cry of 
"revenge" against Germany. 

Freud was openly talked about; 
after he ihad told one of his fellow 
physicians that he was a Jew, and. 
neither an Austrian nor a German. 
This was 11 years before the publi
cation of Herzl's The Jewish State,· 
.and Freud was then 29. 

Exactly 53 years later, ill the' 
autumn of 1938, a 'short time before 
his death, Arthur Koestler visited· 
him in London and asked 'him to· 
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