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Giving 0# the Law 
'On Ithe Shavuot Festival a sublime human 

element is introduced into the' historic saga of 
Israel's wanderings in the desert on its way from 
the house 'Of bondage to the land of its liberation. 
This festival is inextricaj;)ly bound up with Pesach 
and is complementary to it. "The time of our 
liberation" our exodus from slavery to the free
dom was bestowed 'On us 'only to ena:ble to rea,ch 
"thee time of the giving of our Torah." Freedom 
is not an end in itself but only' the means of 
,31t,taining' the purified. moral code which was. 
given to mankind, in the Ten Commandments 
and the injunctions of the Torah. The national 
ideal reaches complete fulfilment only when it 
has been combined with a human ideal broader 
and w~der in scopelthan~tself. 

'On the sixth day of Sivan, the Jewish people 
were a party to the greatest I'eligi'ous experience 
of their history and that of the world - the 
Revelation at Sinai, oommemorated heJ;lceforth 
in the Feast of the Giving of the Law at Shavuot. 
Synagogue readings centre upon the Ten Com
mandments and the story of the Sinaitic Revela
tronais well as upon the prophet Ezekiel's esoteric 
description of his personal V'ision of the Divine 
Revelation in the form ofa chariot, that mystic 
symbol of the 'wheel within wheels' . through 
which the universe is governed. 

'Originally the public reading of the Deca
logue formed part of the daily services in the 
Temple and it is sWl Ito be found at the end of 
the morning' serviee in the siddur. Its public 
reading was abolished to (lom'bat the influence of 
Jewish sectarians, the forerunners of Christian
ity ,who narrowed down Judaism to the Ten Com
mandments, depreciating al'l the other precepts. 
But it has remained as Ithe central reading for 
Shavuot, woven in many congregations into a 

. tapestry that tells the t3ile in poetic language 
or in the form of a pseudo-Legal document of 
"the Almighty's betrothal of Israel for eternity 
with righteousness, kindness, and mercy ... on 
the sixth day of Sivan in the year 2,480 anno 
mundi ... to be his spouse ,endowing her with 
the marriage portion of Torah and 613 precepts 
. . . wit'h two witnesses - heaven and earth, 
bes't man, Moses the S'on of Amram." 

A,t the same time Shavuot is a nature festival 
inseparably associated with the landscape and 
climate of Israel and its real content can be 
attained only through identification w~th the 
natural aspects of the country. , 

It is the harvest feast when the'last of grains, 
the wheat, ripens and the first fruIts are ready to 
be gathered. Two loaves of bread from the new 
wheat were ceremoniously offered up in the Tem
ple. The Jewish farmer brought his first fruits 
and rejoiced that a further hurdle in his struggle 
for his dai1y bread had been safely negotiated. 

. In the Dias'pora, with the severing of our 
people's ties with the soil 'of its 'homeland, the 
festival has lost much of its power. of expression. 
None of its fundamental principles, however, have 
been forgotten: it has been, so to speak, em
balmed, s'hroued in the tradition of memories and 
inextinguisha;b].e hope. The seven species men
tioned in the Bible are no longer harvested, but 
milk dishes are served at the festive table and 
the synagogue is decorated with fresh green
stuffs in order to lend effective color to the read
ing ·of the Book of Ruth and the ancient prayers. 
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Ab . II ." JOSh"" Hesche' ra " t h h· w to be still? It is· sur.ely important 
Eminent Hebrew scholar,philosopher of reli- t~a~ev~fop °a sense of h~mor; but is it ?not also 

gion, Abraham 'Joshua Heschel is a member of im ortant to have a sense of reveren<;e. . 
the distinguished family whose ancestors were PWhere should one learn the ~ernal WIsdom 
among the founders of the Hasidic ~ovem.ent. of 'compassion? the fear of bemg cruel? the 

Born in Warsaw, where he receIved hIS H~- 1 f being callous? Where should one learn 
brew training, he· studied philosophy at the Un;- ~~~fe{h~ greatest tJ:uth is found in contrition? 
versity of Berlin and the Hochschule fur dIe Important and precJO?-s :;s the dev~lop!llent of 
Wissenschaft des Judentums. He was .taught .at 'our intellectual facu~tIe.s I~, thecultlVatlOn of a 
higher schools of Jewish learning III ~er.lm, sensI.tl·ve conscience IS mdlspensable. We are. all 
Frankfurt am Main and Warsaw. At the mVlta- th d k fat 
tion of the Hebrew Union College in Cincinnati, in danger of sinking into ~ 3;1' ness 0 v my; 
he came to this country in 1940, serving as Asso- we are aiJI involved in worshlppn.lJ?i our own· eg~s. 
ciate Professor of Jewish Philosophy and Rab- Where should we become sensItIve. to .the PIt-. 
binics. Since 1945 he has been Associate Pro- faIls of cleverness, or· to the' r~ahzat~on that 
fessor of J'ewish Ethics and Mysticism at the expediency is not the acme of WIsdom.. . 
Jewish Theological Seminary of America. In We are 'constantly in need of self-pur!f!catl?n. 
the great tradition to which he was born, D~. We are in need of experiencing moments III whICh 
Heschel has devoted his life to a study of hIS the spiritual is relevant and concr~t,: ,. , '. ~e 
people. He is the authoro~ ;nany st~dies ~n must learn to be sensitive to the spmt. It IS III 
Jewish. philosophy and· mysbclsm pU'blIshed III the Synagogue where we !ll.u~t try to acquire 
English, French, Hebrew, Yiddish, Polish, Swed- such inwardness, such senslt~v~ty. .. 
ish and Dutch. To attain a degree of spIrItual securIty one 

Dr. Heschel is concerned, with the ~unda- cannot rely upon one's own resources. 'One ne~~s 
mental kinship between man and the umverse, an atmosphere, where t~e concern for. thespmt 
man and man, man and what is outside himself. is shared by a commumty. We are III n~e~ of 
His' philosophy of Religion is n.ot a philosophy students and scholars, masters and. speCIalIsts. 
of a doctrine or'the interpretatIOn of a dogma. But we need. also the company of wltne~ses, of 
Life itself is where the author starts from, with- human beings who are engaged in w:ors~lp, who 
out presuppositions, without doctrines, without for a moment sense the truth that hfe IS mean
dogmas. He erects his carefully built structure of . dngless without attachment to God. 
thought upon foundations which are universally 
valid but almbst generally ignored; 

Two separate articles of his !"re reprinte~ 
here. With last w~ek's presentatIOn by RabbI 
Zalman Schachter they should help. those w~o 
take advantage of the series of lectures. he WIll 
present at the Rosh Pina Synagogue this week
end to better understand the philosophy and 
attitudes of this man. For those who will be. 
unable to attend we hope it will add to their 
understanding of his "depth theology" of per
sonal involvement as distinguished from "dogma" 
and "rituaL" 

THE PURPOSE OF THE SYNAGOGUE 
What does a person expect to attain when 

entering a Synagogue? In the pursuit of learning 
one goes to a li:brary; for esthetic enrichment one 
goes to the art museum; for pure music to the 
concert hall. What then is the purpose of going 
to the Synagogue? 

Many are the facilities which help us to 
acquire the important worldly virtues, skills and 
techniques. But where should one learn about 
the insights of the spirit? Many are opportuni
ties for public speech; where are the occasions 
for inner silence? It is easy to find people who 
will teach us how to be eloquent; but who will 

That it was repugnant to the spirit of Judaism to 
establish one standard of dignity and worth for 
the J,6'W and another for the n'on-Jew is seen from 
the fact that many of the greatest Jewish not
ables were of .foreign blood. Thus David from 
whose loins the Messia:h is destined to spring 
\-vas a deseendant of the M'Oaibitess Ruth. To 
demonstrate G-d's love of the stranger the Rabbis 
pointed to the "gleaner maid" whom He blessed 
by making her the aneestress of Israel's greatest 
monarch. 

Shavuot reminds us of Israel's promise "to do 
and obey" Divine Law and RUlth's attachment to 
the Jewish faith is one of the lessons. 

Judaism is not a proselytising faith in the 
sense that it actively preaches Judaism among 
Gentiles. But there is one sense in which Juda
ism must continue to be a missionary faith, and 
of this ShavU'ot accentuates the necessity. Israel 
must cOllitinue to maintain those precious ideals 
which were thundered forth on Sinai Mankind 
has yet to learn the meaning of the truths which 
Israel's prophets and sages proclaimed. Such 
universal recognition of Israel's underlying mes
sage [such is the Jewish belief] will herald the 
age when: 

"Many nations shall come and say, come 
let us go to the mountain of the Lord, and 
to the house of the G-d of Jacob, and He will 
teach us of His ways and we will walk in 
His paths, for the law shall go forth from 
Zion, and the word of the Lord from 
Jerusalem." N.S. 

MODERN JEW ASHAMED TO 
AND EXPRESS FAITH 

PRAY 

The modern Jew is ashamed to live up to 
whatis in his heart. It would look sanctimonious, 
if not hypocritical. He is too sophisticated;' he 
is ;ashamed to pray; he is ashamed to confess 
that at times he is overpowered by an, awe and 
a sense of the trace of God in the world. Bash-, 
fulness leads to a further alienation .. 

A religious revival will come only from inner 
embarrassment from the agony of the intellect 
as it stands overwhelmed in the face of the 
mystery which lies hidden in all things and the 
inscrutable mystery of the mind itself. 

In the meantime a new religion is emerging 
throughout the world, a religion in which the 
body is the supreme object of worship to the 
exclusion of all existence. 

There is no faith except in the cultivation of 
the heart, in the depths of the soul, in the en
noblement of the mind. 

And this cannot be attained amid the vul
garization of liie,or without sensitivity and 
strain, discipline, effort, and contemplation. 

There is no human being without faith. But 
some worship idols and others the God of Israel. 
We are free to choose. An idol is what man 
creates for himself, in his own image in the 
image of his own concepts. ' 

Th~re is no faith without strenuous effort, 
effort III thought and in deed. Faith is not some
~hing snatch~d fro~1 mid-air, something absorbed 
111 a fit .of dIstractIOn. Awe precedes faith; the 
sense of wonder precedes faith. 

Faith ,comes out of aJWe, out of an awareness 
tha~ we are exposed to I-lis presence, out of 
anx18ty to answer the challenges of God out of 
an a,wareness of our being called upon. Religion 
consISts of God's question and man's answer. 
The wa:r to faith is the way of faith. The way 
to God IS a way of God. 
. God is eithe~' of nOi!111)Ortance or of supreme 
ll!ll?~rta~ce. WIthout HIm all is vain: the State, 
clv~hzatlOn, the life of the individual and of 
socIety. What God means is expressed in bhe 
'\':'?r~s: "Fo~' Thy loving kindness is better than 
hfe.. God;s He whose regard for me I value 
mO~'e than hfe. If there is no God it is not worth
w~llle to be a Jew. 1£ there is no God the work 
o~ the prophets of Israel is a scandal of world 
hIstory. 

Judaism is an anS"lver to man's ultimate 
questions. 

Judaism .declined not because it was refuted 
~)Ut. ~ecause It became irrelevant dull Ol)pressive InSIpId. ' ,. , 

~h.e individuals detached themselves from the 
trad!hon when they ceas8d to perceive· the con-
nectIOn between the problems that 't t th 
heart and the 1'orah and the Comma~~II::e~ts. e 
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Musical Club Sunday Concert 
To Commemorate Baal Shem Tov 

The Jewish Musical club, com
memorating the bicentenary of the 
death of Rabbbi Israel Baal Shem 
in 1760, wHl present its 14th annual 
Spring Concert on Sunday, May 29, 
at 8:30 p,m. in the Playhouse 
theatre. 

J ascha Resn.tsky will conduct the 
32 piece orchestra and Benjamin 
Brownstone !Will direct the Com
munity Choir. Guest artists are 
Klara Benjamin, 'cellist; Dr. Leslie 
Kocsis, violinist, and· doctor with 
the Mall Medical Group,' and Zoltan 
Lantos, operatic tenor. 

Program highlights include: orch
estral - Kol Nidre Iby Erdenko, 
Gliere's Russian Sailors Dance, 
Manfred's Jewish Rhapsody; Klara 
Benjamin in Prayer for 'cello and 
orchestra by Ernest Bloch and Zol
tan Lantos, operatic tenor in Kin
nereth by Marc Lavry and Rocanca 

from the Pearl Fishers by Bizet. 

Jewish Community Choir-Nish
baner with music by Pinchos Zvan
kin, Croatian Nightwatchman's Song 
(Yiddish), From the Treasures of 
FIassidic FolkLore, introduced by 
Ra'b-bi .Zalman Schachter· featuring 
Lubavitcher, Baal Shem andCha
bader Nigunim, Dr. Leslie Kocsis, 
violin:ist in Blocih's N~gun from 
Baal Shem Suite and Rachel for 
choir and orchestra, music hy B. 
Brownstone. Piano accompanists 
are Marjorie Jacobson, EHeen Tay
lor and Alice N ekeuchi. 

Tickets are available at the YM 
HA, B'nai AJbrflham synagogue, 
Bell Drugs, Graham and Smith, and 
Simon's Delicatessen, 1595· Main 

street. The Jewish Musical Club 

is an affmate of Canadian Jewish 

Congress Winnipeg Council. 

V-Centre Staff Award Winners 
Arnold Cohen who was a full-I Following this summer, when he 

time Y -Centre 'staff member iast wiH act as assistant director of 
. 'II 

year, has won the Paul IMyers Me- Camp Playmore, Mr. Cohe,n WI 
morial IAward for highest standing complete 'his required stud:es ~or 
in first year graduate study in social his M.S:W. degree at the Umversdy 
group work at the University of of Manitoba School of Social Work. 
Manitdba. He was also the cur- Les Marks, a long-time part-ti,:,e 
rent year's recipient of ,the Cen- worker in Centre programs WIth 
tre's Sair Family Scholarship, an- youth, has been announced iby Cen
nuaHy awarded iby the Sair Family tre officials as the recipient ~f next 
to a first year 'group 'Work student year's Sair Family ScholarshIp. He 
who will upon graduation return will commence his studies in group 
to emplo~ent on the Y!MII.A Com- work "t the University of Manitoba 
munity Centre's professional staff. this [all. 
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ARE YOUR UP TO DATE 
ON JEWISH AfF ? 

Y'OUR FRIENDS WILL THANK 
Y'OU EVERY WEEK IF YOU GIVE 
THEM A GIFT SUBSCRIPTION TO 
THE JEWISH POST. 

Every week THE JEWISH POST will g!ve 
them a comprehensive view of the JeWIsh. 
scene - all the major events, their back
grounds and significance - here and abroad, 
and particularly in Israel. 

fYOUR FRIENDS WILL FIND THE 
S P E C I A L CORRESP'ONDENCE, 
FEATURES, AND C'OMMENTS OF 
THE JEWISH POST 
INTELLIGENT, ENLIGHTENING 
AND ENTERTAINING. 

Fill out the coupon below: 

THE JEWISH POST 
P.o. Box 248, 
Winnipeg 1. Manitoba 

!Please enter a gift subscription for one year: 

Name 

Address 

City ___________ Province ---------

Sender 

Address 
o [enclose my cheque for $4.00 
o Please bill me for $4.00 

Jewish Child and Family Service 
Reviews Work - Plans for Future 

, 

JOSEPH WOLINSKY • 

Addressing the annual meeting, 
May 12, 'E, GuM, president of the 
Jewish Child and iFamily Service, 
stressed the continued growth of 
the agency since its amalgamation 
nine years' ago. "The growing de
mand for a variety of services has 
proven the agency's ability to adapt 
itsel,f to the changing circumstances 
and requirements of the eommun
ity. Today's accent is on treatment 
of the child and adult who has 
e:xoperienced a breakdown in his 
social or emotional adjustment to 
family or social life. Emergency 
situations such as the :Hungarian 
refugees who arrived in W·innipeg 
a lfew. years ago also had to be met. 
To keep' "breast of changing needs 
a number of studies had been 

Collegiate Tea undertaken by' board eommittees 

9 such as the need for a sheltered 
Sunday, May 2 workshop,- special job placements, 

The' Joseph Wolinsky Collegiate fee charging, and child placement. 
will hold its first annual eoHegiate The matter of Jee charging would 
tea, this Sunday, May 29, from 2:30 be studied further in the coming 

Year." until 5 p,m. at the collegiate, The 
afternoon's activities will include a E. Moscovitch, executive direc
program of singing and folk-danc- tor, in summarizing ,the work of 
ing. ·An exhi!bition of students' work the agency in 1959 emphasized that 
will be on display in the Industrial the main job of the agency was to 
Arts room, while tea will be served strengthen family ties and in doing 
in the Ubrary. In addition, there so contributing to a stronger and 
will be a sale of home baking. healthier community, both physi-

The 100 students, Who this year cally and mentally, since the family 
comprise grades 7,8, 9 and 10, are is ,the primary foundation of any 
putting forth every effort to make community. He stated that there 
the occasion a success. had been 256 families served by the 

agency in 1959. During the year 
an 'average of 71 chi'ldren both di
rectly in offiee interviews, or at 
home, and indirectly in contacts 
with parents alone, homemaker 

the year totaUed $46,522.09. Income 
in the Family Department totalled 
$18,973.-14 and was provided mainly 
by Jewish Welfare Fund and Cana
dian Jewish Congress. Income of 
$27,548.95 in the Children's Depart
ment was provided mainly by· the 
Community Chest but also by the 
City of w i;"nipeg and Province of 
Manitoba. 

E. Kimelman presented the nomi
nating committee report. The fol
lowing were elected for a three 
year term: Messrs. E. Kimelman, 
E. Guid, B. Rosner, A. Swartz, 1. 
.Brotman, B. Rykiss, H. Warren, I. 
iPeltz, Witliam Gelfand, Mrs. M.· 
Kettner, E. Danzker and Harvey 
Pollock. Mr. Jack Chapman and 
Mr. Sam Kaplan were' elected for 
1he two year term. 

Miss Helen Mann, director of the 
School of Social W 9rk, praised the 
work of the agency and emphasized 
the respect it holds in the general 
community. 

In ,introducing the film . "Deep 
Well" she drew attention to the 
"Declaration of the Rights of the 
'Child" ,which had been unanimous-
1y passed iby the Hth G!enenal 
Assembly of .the United Nations on 
Nov. 20, 1959. All countries making 
up the General Assembly had Slllp

ported a philosophy which recog
nized the child's rigiht to services 
which would enable him to develop 
his full potential, physically, mor
ally, spiritually and socially and in 
conditions of freedom and dignity. Collegiate officials, meanwhile, 

have announced .that this coming 
year the curriculum .will be ex
panded iby the addition of the grade 
H course of studies. 

UNIOU,E 
CLASS 

Jerusalem (JTA) - Israel is 
almost cel'tainly the only coun
try in the world whose President 
holds Bible discussion meetings 
in his 'home and whose politics 
include a Parliamentary debate 
on a mot ion 'of confidence 
sparked by a di"pute over Bibli
cal interpretation, o'h s e r V e r s 
here pointed out in reference to 
the Knesset dispute over Prime 
Minister David Ben Gurion's 

service, etc., had been served. Mr. 
Moscovitch spoke briefly about the 
different kinds of needs presented 
in caring for ,children and paid 
special trDbute to foster parents 
for their consCientious efforts to 
help children, He stated that prob
lems of aging have been on the 
increase. There had been a large 
number of requests. for homemaker 
service, ,or companions ,for general 
problems of living, and ,the main 
thread in aH these requests seems 
to be the desire of the older person 
to remain as independent as pos
sible but in the community. 

In commenting on the film, Miss 
Mann drew attention to the many 
different kinds of facilities that are 
required if we are to meet chil
dren's needs adequately; Referring 
to the fact that at one time large 
institutions, and later, foster homes, 
were the only child care resources 
available, she ,went on to point out 
more recent developments and their 
uses. 

One of the most specialized ser
vices in the field is the residential 
treatment centre. This is a small 
institution providing a total tliera
peutic environment for the child, 
staffed iby a 'highly skilled team of 
psychiatrists, psychologists, social 
workers and house parents. It is a 
relatively costly service, but it is 
an essential resource for the seri
ously distunbed child. 

. exegesis of the Old Testament. L. Davis presented the treasurer's 
report. He stated that "income for 

In Memory of Those Who Perished 

Gov. Nelson A. 'Rockefeller (right) !Watched the, kindling of six 
candles' in memory of the 6,000,000, Jews who perIs'~ed under 0-e 
Nazis. The memorial was held durmg the annual Histadrut Third 
Seder of the National Committee for Labor Israel ~t tJ:e Waldorf
Astoria and Hotel Commodore where. 3,500 guests pa~d tribute to the 
Warsaw Ghetto heroine, Zivia Lubetkin (shown I1ghtmg the candles). 
The Seder also hailed the Golden Jubilee of Degania, .first K vutza 
established in Israel in 1910. At left is Label A. Katz,. mternahonal 
president of B'nai B'rith, who addressed the gala function. 

'A second type of residential care 
is provided 'by group residence, an 
agency owned residence· generally 
caring for a small group of chH~ 
dren who continue to use conunun
ity facilities for school and recrea
tion. To use such a residence a 
child must ,be able ,to make a 
minimal adjustment to make com
munity living. Neverth.eless such 
residences can frequently help 
seriously disturbed children and 
'have the advantage of requiring 
less capital funds than do treatment 
institutions. 

New types of foster homes are 
also being deve10ped, Miss Mann 
stated. In some instances these are 
provided by [oster parents who are 
full time members of the agency 
staff and who are ahle to acconuno
date themselves in a very flexible 
way to the needs of varied groups 
of children, IWho may be moving on 
to other types of care. In other 
instances these may he highly spe
cialized foster parents with special 
skill with particular types of young-
sters. 
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