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The Shekel 
By ISRAEL COHEN 

T IS SIGNIFICANT of the 
care and thought that 
Herzl devoted to the de_ 
tails of the establishment 
of the Zionist Organization 

that he created the Shek.el as the 
token df allegiance to the Jewish 
national 'movement. Some Bort of 
contr-ibution had, of course, to be paid 
to the Zionist Organization by, its ad_ 
hereniJS in order to ensure its maiu_ 
tenance and its effective activity, but 
it was nothing less tllan the inspira· 
tion of 'genius that gave to this con_ 
tribution the name of Shekel. For 
the Shekel was. an ancient Hebrew 
coin of ,silver, current in the ,days 
when the Jews enjoyed national iu_ 
de,pendence in Palestine, and the re_ 
vival of that monetary term clearly 
implied -that if the blessings of na· 
tional freedom were to be regained 
then they must be acquired not' only 
by faith and zeal but also by material 

means. 

kel". for the annual contributions 
paid by the Zionist to the headquar
ters of his movement. The Zionist 
Organization is not enga-ged in malD~ 
taining a Temple, the centre of 1'9_ 

1igious worship in 'ancient Judaea: 
but it is engaged on' a stupendous 
task, of a mudh wider scope and -more 
far.reaching implications upon the 
success of which will depend whetlL 
er it will ever ,be pos-sibla for modern 
Israel to establish in Zion a seat of 
religioUll autbority for all Jewry. Its 
undertaking is, indeed, so great that 
it is nothing less than astonishing 
that the amount of the anTIual Sheltel 
is ,so small. But the First Zionist 
Congress, ·which laid the foundatioud 
of the Organizati,on, understood full 
\ve11 that if the Shekel was to become 
a popular institution l it must be with_ 
in the means of even the neediest and 
humblest supporter. Only thuS was 
it possible to ensure the democratic 
character of the .organization and to 
prevent it from becoming the privi1_ 
eged preserve of the wealthy. But 
the contributor of the Shekel receh·· 
ed a right in return for the discharge 
of his duty - the right of voting for 
a delegate to the COngreBs, which is 
the supreme authority in t-he Zionist 
movement. 

the adminietrative apparatus of the 
Zionist Executive, and without' ade· 
quate support that apparatus is 1111_ 

able to function properly or fruitfully. 
It is no secret that owing to dimini£h~ 
ad revenue, the Central Office of the 
Zionist Organization has been obliged 
to retrench its expenditure and to 
curtail its activitie,s quite drastically 
during the past year or two. It is 
inevitable that thie retrenchment has 
prevented the Executive from foster_ 
ing such close and personal relation~ 
with its constituent bodies as it was 
wont to do in former years, and like· 
wise prevented it from cultivating ex_ 
ternal relations, especially in the 
sphere of political and publicity 
worl\:," On a flcale commensurate with 
the importance of jts task. If ,any 
criticism is directed against the Exe .. 
cutive on the ground of any lessened 
activity in these respects, it must be 
remembered that the Executive. is 
limited in its operations by the re_ 
sources at its disposal. ThOBe who 
desire - and who does not? - that 
the Executive should display more 
extensive activity, have the remedy 
in their own hands. 

The Shekel is most commonly used 
in the Bible in connection with the 
tax that was paid by the children of 
Ismel for the upkeep of the Temple, 
the amount to be given by, each per .. 
son being fixed at a half_Shekel. It is 
impossible to determ·ine exactly what 
the equivalent of the Shekel would 

be in terms .of modern currency, since 
there is no basis for comparison, and 
one can 'only conjecture that it was 
by no means a small coin, since it 
was divisible into twenty smaller UD .. 

its, the "gerab.," and also because 
the average Jew was not expected 
to be able to contribute the whole 
of the Shekel even once a year, buL 
was called upon to pay only a half· 
Shekel. The important part which 
bhe coin played in the days of ancient 
Judea may be gathered from \'he fact 
that there ill a tractate of the Talmud 
called "Shekolim," which contains a 
great number of regulations regard_ 
ing the payment of ,the tax to the 
Temple. U prescribes hOW, when, 
and by wh{)ID the half Shekel was to 
be ,paid, how the silver coins were 
to be changed for gold, what was to 
be done if the Shekel money were 
lost or stolen, what articles -should 
be bought with the proceeds of U,e 
tax, and many other detail£. All this 
may appear to have no bearing upon 
the modern :Shekel, but it shows that (, 

The Shekel has been kept at a pret_ 
ty modest level all along, sO as not 
to entail any certificate on the part 
of those whQ wished to pay it. but 
despite that fact it cannot be said 
that it has attained any particul~r 
popularity. Indeed, its very smalL 
ness may have militated against its 
success, for other Zionist funds, bas_ 
ed on a very much higher unit of 
contribution, halVe yielded very much 
richer results. But the ,price of the 
Shekel cannot be increased, for the 
simple reason that it must retain its 
democratic character. In certain 
countries in Central and Eastern Eu
rope it has even -been found neces_ 
sary to 'reduce it in comparison with 
the amount paid in most Western 
countries, owing to the distress pre .. 
vailing there. An . improvement in 
the yield ·of the Shekel can be 
brought about only by an increase in 
the numb-er of contributors. 

If we compare the total number of 
Shek.el.payers wHh the total Jewish 
population in the world, we are driv_ 
en to the conclusi·on that most of the 
constituent bodies of the Zionist Or_ 
ganiz'ations are not by any meaUS dis .. 
charging their duty. There are over 
15 m.illion Jews in the ,~orld, yet the 
hIghest number of Shekel·payer.s 
since the War was only 637,000 in 
1925, whilst in the year that closed 
with the last Congress it was only 
430,000. The latter figure indicates 

the :Shekel occupied quite a ·notabIe 
place in the scheme of national life 
when our forefathers lived "each un
der his vine and under ·his fig tree." 

There is no little symbolism en_ 
shrined in the use of the word "She_ 
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Before the War the Hhekel receiv_ 
ed far more attention on the part of 
the Zionist world because the Keren 
Hayesod had not yet been founded, 
but although the latter needs by far 
the larger funds the Shekel is a vital 
institution, upon the success of Which 
lhe results obtainable through the 
collections _ of the Keren Hayesod are 
in many respects dependent. For the 
Shekel is devoted to the upkeep of 

a state of affairs that cannot and 
should not ·be allowed to continue. 
It is true that there are large areas 
In which no Shekel collection is at all 
possible, such as Soviet Russia, Tur .. 
key, and Iraq, but there are enough 
Jews in the rest of the world to en_ 
sure a Shekel income at least three 
Or four times as lar-ge as the present. 
What is needed are more efficient 
organizations, more systematiC actiV .. 
ity, and especially more vigorous and 
persistent drives on the part of all 
constituent bodies, whether Federa.· 
Lions, -Separate Unions, or local BO.~ 
cieties. Despite the economic depres
sion, it should be possible for them 
all to effect a considerable improve
ment in their ,past results and ro 
raise the total again to what it was 
fieven years ago. Upon he increase 
of the Shekel income will depend tM 
increase in the scope of the Zionist 
Executive's work, and with that are 
intimately linked the prospects -of all 
our endeavours in the Land of Israel. 

Season's Greetings to all our Clients 
and Friends 
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The New Dawn· 
By BORIS DE T ANKO 

SH E was the pride of Paris, loved, 
feted, toasted by all the gay citizen .. 
ry of that gay city. Then a memo 
ory came and with it the trend of 
her life shifted its course. 

000 

R UElL indeed and pitiless is 
that invisible flame of life 
.to those addicted to the 
Glavish indulgence of plea_ 
sure. How lil{€ children, 

insensible of the danger, they play 
about it until too late, feeding this in_ 
satiable fire with ,their ideals. Then, 
illusion vanished, nothing is left them 
but despair. Weak children of cor_ 
ruptible human flesh and blood, we a,a 
try Lo seize some warmth from thiF; 
unseen flame of our souls that lllust 
dwell in the cold existence of this 
prolonged night. Never does it ceaS9 
to burn in this great clownish circu:5 
of laughter and tears and JOY and 
l)ain. Here is Nora. She is young 
and beautiful. Her soul, too, once 
1Va.S beautiful. But that was long 
ago. Everything is different with 
her now. 

Seated before her golden mirror, 
611e contemplates ,herself while in her 
mind her thoughts rebuke her, say
ing: "Nora, Nora, you are like a mum .. 

m!, a. painted idol without feeling, 
Without hope." 

As an artiste she had long been ac_ 
ltnowledged the queen of the Parisian 
stage. This univel'sal acknowledg_ 
ment HUed her with pride and a cer· 
tain vanity which was not the fault 
of IH~l' own wB'almess so much as the 
logical consequence of the opinion of 
the 'world's critios who had thus pro_ 
claimed her. 

Who was Nora'/ None really knew. 
Even thOSe who boasted of some intL 
macy with her could not tell. To all 
she was a mystery, a silent, beautiful 
Sl)hinx. BuL to herself' she was an 
open boole Often she would say: 
"Men have done me grea.t harm. They 
have 'destroyed in my heart the faith 
of nlY ancestors and taught me a nm"," 
one which was alien to me. But now, 
alas! I have lost respect for bot:'1 
of them. Today will be for me like 
yesterday, and yesterday lib:e today, 
without any change. I have founel 
only emptiness around me. 

"0 Thou mysterious mirror of life. 
thou hast been the constant witness 
of my job and sorrow. Thy shadow 
hae pursued me like a phantom. Thou 
hast taugh t me how to make a false 
smile at those terrible moments when 
my eyes really were calling for bitter 

j\ 1.t1uppy unb 'roSpernUli 
Nem lear 

To all our Jewish Customers 

DACK SHOES LTD. 

231 Portage Ave. 

"Men's Fine Shoes" 

W. J. FLEMING, Mgr. 

Winnipeg 

ON THE OOCASION OF THE NEW YEAR FESTIVAL OF 
THE JEWISH PEOPLE, OUR FELICITATIONS 

ARE HEARTILY EXTENDED TO ONE 
AND ALL 

"Furs of Distinction" 

ELIAS REICH CO. LTD. 
WHOLESALE FURRIERS 

H. HECHT, Manager 
138 Portage Avenue Winnipeg, Man. 

tears. Thou hast reflected for me 
everything but myself. I smile, I 
laugh, I . sing, I dance, -I hate, but I 
cannot love. In my heart I have de
sired to pray. yet my Ups refused. At 
times I feel I am near the great foun· 
tuin from which life springs, and 
again 1 feel GO -desolate and alone. 
T,hat is my puni'shment. The blind, 
to whom the light of day is only a 
magic word of sadness, can see amI 
feel life better than I. Is it always 
necessary to lie in order to be able 
to live? I wonder if we are all wear_ 
ing masks? Who will tear this rnaBIt 
from my eyes and smash it to pieces? 
With the enemies of my race I have 
laughed without realizing that I 

laughed at myself at the .same time. 
How I h~ve studied my features in 
this mirror and rejoiced -at finding no 
mark of the Jew upon them. But oh, 
the cost to me! The years! The 
suffering! It is terrible, terrible 
when I think of all I have done and 
suffered, to remove the traces from 
them. 

"How long must I play this miser. 
able comedy? Shall I have the cour· 
age to tell the world my story and be 
done? Whether the chain be of iron 
or of gold, studded with diamonds, it 
is still a chain." 

Over the city of Paris the fog had 
fallen, covering it 11k,e a gray, impen_ 
etra-ble night. The chilling wind of 

A Happy and Prosperous New Year 

l 

While in the city call at our showrooms and 
examine our new Fall $tock 

Ontario Garment Mfg. Co. 
LIMITED 
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Top Floor, Plymouth Building 

WINNIPEG •• • • MANITOBA 

Cream .-. lULU Darters 

The Season's Greetings 
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Del's Confectionery 
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TO ALL 

THE DOMINION FUR AUCTION 
SALES LIMITED 

171 James Street 
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