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Community news 

B 'nai Brith Canada honors Axworthy with Award of Merit 
By MYRON LOVE 

In being elected to Parlia
ment seven times, Lloyd 
Axworthy has received the 
greatest honor his fellow citi
zens can bestow upon him, 
in the words of Israel Asper. 
Nonetheless, the Member of 
Parliament for Winnipeg 
South Centre and federal 
minister of human resources 
was noticeably touched by 
the honor bestowed on him 
by B 'nai Brith Canada Thurs
day, November 23 in a gala 
affair at the Westin Hotel. 

"'This is the first time in 
public life that I have re
ceived this kind of honor," 
said the recipientoftheB 'nai 
Rrith Carmda 1995 Award 
of Merit. 

Dinnerco-chair Asperde
scribed Axworthy as an icon 
in Winnipeg and praised 
B 'nai Brith Canada for rec
ognizing him with the Award 
of Merit. "I have known 
Lloyd for 35 years," Asper 
said. "I have been told that 
my greatest contribution to 
public life in Manitoba was 
persuading Lloyd to go into 
public life." 

Lloyd Axworthy, federal 
minister of human resources: 
Noticeably touched. (Photo 
by Perry Diamond.) 

time. the Liberal Party has 
been in opposition. During 
his few years as a minister in 
the last Trudeau government 
however, Axworthy was in
strumental in the creation of 
the Core Area Agreement, 
the North Portage Develop
ment and the development 
of The Forks. The partner
ship among the three levels 
of government in those 
projects has been a model 
for development in other ur
ban areas. 

Presenting the award of merit. From left: Lyle Smordin, senior vice-president, B'nai 
Brith Canada; Frank Dimant, executive vice-president, B'nai Brith Canada; Lloyd 
Axworthy, honoree; Pearl McGonigal and Israel Asper - dinner co-chairs. (photo by 
Perry Diamond.) . 

united. Braying commentators and 
sneering cynics are too quick 
to tear down people in pu blic 
life. By default, therefore, 

politics is left to the extrem
ists and true believers who 
use the media to bamboozle 
the public as we have seen in 

B 'nai Brith Canada official: 

Quebec." 

Axworthy called for more 
jobs for Quebec and Canada 
as a way to combat separa
tism. 

"There are no answers to 
be found in isolation," he 
stated. "We need a new con
sensus on how to get peoplc 
back to work. The fedcral 
government has to fom] new 
partnerships with the prov
inces and business." 

In his closing remarks, 
Asperdescribed the honoree 
as an inspiration to all. "You 
bring honor to all who sur
round you - your fam il y ,your 
friends and every commu
nity that you have touched 
so deeply," Asper com
mented. 

"You have grasped every 
challenge and touched every 
problem our era has pro
duced. This will not be the 
last honour you receive. The 
story is not over. The best is 
yet to come." 

A product of Winnipeg's 
storied North End, the 
honoree praised the city 
where he grew up and the 
people that comprise this 
community. He thanked the 
high school teachers and 
university professors who 
inspired and educated him 
and the voters who keep re
turning him to Ottawa. 

Introducing the honoree, 
past honoree Pearl 
McGonigal, a formal Lieu
tenant-Governor of Mani
toba, praised Axworthy for 
his courage and leadership. 
She reminded the audience 
of over 400 how the Winni
peg South MP, acting as ex
ternal affairs critic during the 
period just prior to the Gulf 
War, travelled to Iraq with 
two other MPs and managed 
to return with three of the 17 
Canadians being detained by 
the Iraqis. 

Axworthy in turn praised 
B'nai Brith and the League 
for Human Rights for their 
contributions to the level of 
civilizcd discourse in our 
society. "Theirs is often the 
first voice raised in a just 
cause," he said. "At no time 
in our history has B' nai 
Brith's voice been so des
perately needed." 

Reports that secret service informant 
fueled hatred of Rabin are "shocking" 

"I have had the tremen
dous good fortune to have 
been born in Canada into an 
incredible family and acom
munity with enormous vital
ity," he said. "It is a long way 
from Mountain Avenue to 
the halls of Parliament in 
Ottawa. That the journey is 
not uncommon is a positive 
statement about Canada." 

Axworthy was first eJected 
to Parliament in a by-elec
tion in 1977. Much of the 

Frank Diament, executive 
vice-presidentofB 'nai Brith 
Canada, asked the Lord to 
grant Axworthy continued 
courage and strength in 
working to keep Canada 

The honoree spoke of "a 
nagging sense of unease and 
anxiety" in these turbulent 
times. He talked of the re
cent assassination ofYitzhak 
Rabin and how ithas affected 
him. 

"So many good people 
have been stmck down for 
what they believe," he said. 
"Prime MinisterRabin stood 
for something. He stood out. 
The courage that he and oth
ers have shown stand in stark 
contrast to the image we in 
Canada have of politicians. 

In the days after Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin's 
assassination November 4, 
media outlets around the 
world publicized a poster 
showing Rabin in a Nazi 
uniform. 

Reports that an agent 
working for the Israeli secret 
service distributed copies of 
that poster at a Likud Party 
rally against the peace proc
ess last October are deeply 
disturbing, says the execu
tive vice-president of B 'nai 
Brith Canada. 

"As Canadians, we were 
really shocked when the al
legations came out that he 

"A Jew who does not believe in miracles 
is not a realist. " - David Ben-Gurion 

CELEBRATE THE 
MIRACLE OF CHANUKAH. 

INVEST IN THE 
REALITY OF ISRAEL. 

State of Israel US $100 Certificate: 
Non-interest bearing. May be redeemed in Israel for US $100 in 
Israeli currency after a minimum of 1 year from issue date. 
EI AI Israel Airlines will accept State of Israel US $100 Certificates 
that are at teast one year old toward the purchase of a round trip 

, 

flight to Israel, under current provisions. Redeemable 5 years from issue dale. 

283 Ponage Avenue. Suite 606 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3B 2BS 

Tel: (204) 942-2291 
HAPPy CHANUKAH 
to our entire community 
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FRANK DIMANT, execu
tive vice-president, B'nai 
Brith Canada: News that 
an informant for Israel's 
secret service fueled anti
Rabin feeling before his as-

sassination might help 
heal rift between Likud 
and Labor. 

was a paid informer for 
the General Security 
Service," Frank Dimant 
said in an interview dur
ing a visit to Winnipeg 
last month. 

Dimant was referring 
to Avishai Raviv, a 
leader of the militant 
Eyal movement, with 
which Yigal Amir, Rab
in's confessed assassin 
was connected. 

Allegations that Raviv 
was working as a spy for 
Shin Bet, Israel's domes
tic security agency, have 
surfaced in the Israeli 
media in the past few 
weeks. 

Those making the 
charges accuse Shin Bet 
of using Raviv to dis
credit legitimate protests 
against the govern
ment's peace policies 
with the Palestinians. 

Raviv has denied the 

insisting that he's been in
volved in rightwing extrem
ist groups for years. 

Dimant said most Israelis 
see nothing wrong in the 
country's secret service hav
ing informants, to keep tabs 
on activities of Israel's ex
tremists. 

He compared Raviv's al
leged activities to those of 
Grant Bristow. Canada's se
cret service planted Bristow 
as an informant in this coun
try's extreme rightwing 
movement several years ago. 
He went on to playa leading 
role in the Heritage Front, a 
racist movement that still 
exists. 

"The question is: Was 
Raviv overzealous like Grant 
Bristow was in Canada? Did 
he go beyond being an in
formant and try to make the 
news himself?" 

Dimant hopes the allega
tions about Raviv will bring 
about a "healing process" in 
Israel. 

"The Likud leadership was 
attacked because it allowed 
the rally", where the poster 
of Rabin in Nazi uniform 
was held up. 

Raviv was also at other 
anti-government rallies, 
where he was seen "scream
ing" anti-Rabin slogans loud
est, Dimant added. 

Dimant acknowledged he 
served as a teenager in Beitar, 
the youth movement of 
Likud' s predecessor, but said 
he's politically non-aligned 
now; he declined comment 
on whether Shin Bet might 
have used Raviv to try and 
discredit Likud. 
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"Executive officer" to preside 
over Y Centre's "transition" to campus 

A new "executive officer" 
at the YMHA Jewish Com
munity Centre will supervise 
the centre's move to the Jew
ish Community Campus of 
Winnipeg. 

Robert Yaffe will offi
cially start that job February 
I, 1996. 

Now executive director 
of the Toledo, Ohio Jewish 
Community Centre, he has 
been in the "Jewish commu
nity centre movement" for 
marc than a decade, Barry 
Steinfeld, president of the Y 
Centre's board, told The 
Jewish Post & News late last 
month. 

"He's a lawyer by train
ing, who prosecuted for the 
state. " 

Initially, Yaffe's main job 
with the Y Centre will be to 
serve as a "transition direc
tor", Steinfeld said. 

He'll be responsible for 
developing job descriptions 
for centre staff on campus, 
developing programming 
and "marketing" the centre's 
services to the public. 

Until the campus opens in 
1997, the "day-to-day opera
tion" of the Y Centre and the 
centre's current program
ming will continue to be the 
responsibility of Les Marks, 
the Y Centre's longtime ex
ecutive director. 

As for Yaffe, he's initially 
here on a two-year contract, 
and "if we're happy, he'll 
continue", with his exact 

BARRY STEINFELD, Y 
Centre president: Execu
tive will "do everything in 
its power" to keep existing 
centre staff, after campus 
opens in 1997. 

duties yet to be decided. 
LETTER TO 

EMPLOYEES 
CRITICIZED 

The Y Centre president 
was also asked to respond to 
criticism of a letter of notice 
he sent to Y Centre employ
ees last February. 

A source who contacted 
TheJewishPost&NelVs last 
month and asked not to be 
identified angrily con
demned the letter and sent 
Winnipeg'sJewish weekly a 
copy. 

Among other things, 
Steinfeld's letter notifies all 
Y Centre staff that the Y 
Centre, "as it now exists", 
will wind up operations when 

Notice to organizations, publicists 
Due to a sharp recent rise in printing costs, The Jewish 

Post & News now is charging for publicity about 
upcoming events running in this newspaper. 

• Stories and community calendar announcements 
publicizing upcoming events and synagogue services arc 
charged for at a rate of $7.00 plus GST for every 20 words. 
Announcements can also be published in smaller, eight
point news type, at a rate of $7.00 plus GST for every 30 
words. (l~or examples of items in eight-point type, sec the 
synagogue news announcements on page 17.) 

• Items paid for in advance arc published ata reduced rate 
of only $5 every 20 words plus GST, or $5 every 30 words 
plus GST in eight-point type. Headings of up to four words 
run for free. 

• Anyonerunning adisplay ad at least "business card size" 
(2 columns wide by 2 inches deep) publicizing a Jewish 
organizational upcoming event will be entitled to the equiva
lent amount of editorial space free every time the ad runs. 

• Stories and other editorial material with phone numbers 
and prices kept in at the request of the sender will be billed 
at the current advertising rate of $7 .78 per column inch, plus 
GST for organizations, and $8.78 per column inch, plus 
GST for other local material. 

• All publicity about upcoming events submitted for 
publication must include the names and addresses of the 
individuals authorizing publication, for bill ing purposes. 

• All news releases and .lI1nouncements published in The 
Jewish Post & News are subject to editing, and all references 
to ticket prices, admission charges and phone numbers 
will be deleted, unless the items are authorized to run at the 
full display advertising rate. 

• All news and advertising should be in our office by noon, 
Thursday for the following week's paper. 

• We can't be responsible for the delivery time of the 
paper. You may wish to run your publicity or ad at least two 
weeks in advance of the event. 

Note to readers 

the new campus opens "at or 
after the end of Marah, 
1997". The centre now has 
10 program staff, three main
tenance staff, and an execu
tive director. 

"As you arc an employee 
of the YMHA Jewish Com
munity Centre, we must give 
you this [onnal notice that 
your employment with us 
will cease as of March 31, 
1997, (if not before for some 
unforseen reason)," the let
ter continues. "We hope that 
work will be available tn you 
through the Campus, but we 
arc in no position to give you 
any promise or guarantee in 
that regard .... " 

Steinfield adds in his let
ter that the process of pre
paring job descriptions for 
the campus "is beginning 
soon. We will be consulting 
with you in the ncar future 
with respect to the new posi
tions that will become avail
able. We will make every 
effort to assist you in finding 
a place on campus and will 
work with you in that re-

d " gar. 
The source, who wasn't 

Executive Director Les 
Marks, felt particularly up
set that the letter prov ided 
for no severance pay, and 
offered no guarantee long
time Y Centre staff would be 
hired for the campus. 

"Meanwhile," the source 
charged, "staffhave been left 
hanging," with even people 
who've worked atthe Y Cen
tre for decades uncertain 
about their futures. 

Steinfeld told The Jell'ish 
Post & Neil'S he had to issue 
the two years written notice 
last February for legal rea
sons, because the centre can't 
afford togive staff the "huge 
amounts in severance pack
ages"that would be required, 
instead. 

"Maybe it wasn't done in 
the best way," he acknowl
edged, referring to the letter. 
But change is "always very 
unsettling". 

Yaffe was due to visit 
Winnipeg in early Decem
ber and meet with Y Centre 
staff. 

"He's not coming here to 
axe everybody in one or two 
weeks. He wi II evaulate them 
Dver a period of time, and 
give them the opportunity to 
shine." . 

Among other changes 
when the centre moves to 
campus. the centre staff will 
be running programs, only, 
with the camplls corpora
tion's stafThandling all main
tenance on campus. 
. Steinfeld ,<tid he's always 
been a big suppmter of Y 
Centre staff. and described 
them as "bright, dedicated 
employees" who've had to 
work at a time of "fiscal con
straints, reduced member
ship, and reduced support 
from the comnlllnity". 

"Our executive will do 
everything in its power to 
keep the stafr," he empha
sized, adding that the centre 
will probably require an even 
larger number of employees 
when it moves to campus. 

3rd annual Chanukah at The Forks 
The Chanukah family cel

ehration at The Forks will 
take place on Sunday, De
cember 17th from 1:30-3:30 
p.m. in The Forks Pavilion 
(beside skating rink). 

The afternoon activities 
include: 

I :30 Storytelling 
I :45 Young Entertainers 
2: 15 Storytelling 
2:30 Stay Young Seniors 

Choir 
3:00 Brock-Corydon He

brew Bilingual Students 
3: 15 Lighting of the 

Menorah 
Children will be able to 

make their own Chanukah 
crafts, and animal balloons 
by Jason will be available all 
afternoon. Samples of 
Chanukah cookics and the 
traditional potato latkes will 
be offered. Again this year, 
the giant menorah will be 
situated in the Plaza at The 
Forks. 

Throughout the week of 

Chanukah, artwork from the 
students of Ramah Hebrew 
School will adorn the Pavil
ion windows. 

Bring your skales and join 
us I'm a fun-filled afternoon. 

Chanukah at The Forks is 
co-sponsored by the YMHA 
Jewish COllllllunity Centre 
and the Winning Jcwish 
Comlllunity Council. 

Prayer: Cut 
off 

archaeologists' 
hands 

JERUSALEM (HAl -
Nearly 20,000 fervently Or
thodox Jews demonstrated 
in Jerusalem against ongo
ing archaeological excava
tions ncar the town of 
Modi'in in central Israel. 

The demonstrators held a 
prayer vigil November 26, 
which included an invoca-

Correction to tion that the hands of the 
archaeologists involved in 

page 1 box the dig be cut off. 
A box at the top of page I Demonstrations erupted 

of last week'sJewish Post & near the site two weeks ago 
When pictures and/or stories appearin boxes that indicates News incorrectly referred to after the remains of a burial 

the material inside the box is fully or partly paid for. Gerry Koffman as chair of eave, with links to the 
Stories with headlines in a typestyle other than the one the Combined Jewish Ap- Hasmonean period, were 

. used for standard news stories (samples vI standard news peal campaign. As the story uncovered. Protesters said 
headl ines appenrwith 'all stories on page' I ) are also partly. JlQle.U •. .KPffn!.lUl..i.s_clirc!:tor_.rew?\iaLof .bone~ fouml-.at ... 
or fully paid for. of the campaIgn. the sIte defiled Jewish graves . 

IT MAnERS 
TO ALL OF US 

B'nai Brith Camp -
An Island Of Opportunity 

Heading to the swim dock 

For over 40 years, B'nai BrithJewish Community Camp 
has been on the ford ront of innovative outdoor program
ming for children :lges 8-16 years. The camp which is 
located on Town Island, 10 km south of Kenora, Ontario 
on Lake of the Woods, strives to give its campers aJewish 
experience that is integrated into their day to day living. 

Through a multitude of programs, BB Camp enables 
campers to learn about themselves, their community amI 
their environment. The camp's challenge of maintaining 
and stimulating the interests of childrt'll is consistently 
surpassed by the ongOing introduction of new and crea
tive activities each summer. 

In recent years, the camp h'l~ expanded it~ existing 
program portfolio to include: kayaking, sailing, basket· 
ball, drama productions and new this coming ~ulllmer 
wall climbing - which will provide endless hours of 
enjoyment and challenges to camper of all ages. The cam p 
is also been very proud of its role in expanding it~ service~ 
to accommodate special need~ camper~ to participate in 
camp programming. 

In addition to offering ~ummer camp programs, BB 
Camp provide~ outdoor education packages to schools 
both in Winnipeg ami in rural Manitoba during the ~pring. 
As well, the ever popular Family Weekend in June allows 
familic~ to spend quality timc together over Shabbat in a 
beautiful, serene environmcnt. 

B'nai Brith Jcwi~h Community Camp is an accredited 
mcmber of thc Manitoba Camping As~ociation and i~ 
under the kashrut ~upervision of the Vaad !la'ir. The camp 
remain~ committed to providing a safe, nurturing and fun 
environment to the young pcople in our community and 
wc look forward to the future in bringing new experiences 
to campers of all ages. 

Kayaking and pedalboating at BB Camp 

Winnipeg Jewish Community Council 
Combined Jewish Appeal 

2nd Floor, 370 Hargrave Street, Winnipeg, MB R3B 2Kl 
. (204) 943·0406 Fax: (204) 956·0609 
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