
Behind the headlines: 

liThe League of Nathans" about 
Jewish young men growing up 

Despitejubilation,A rajatjaces many obstacles ahead 
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W
innipeg Jewish Theatre and Prai
rie Theatre Exchange. join forces 
to produce "The League of 

Nathans", a contemporary, irreverent tale 
of identity, loyalty and the price offriend
ship. Penned by 1995 Governor General's 
Award-winner Jason Sherman, (the play
wright of WJT's "None is Too Many"), 
"The League of Nathans" crackles with 
the firecracker language and laser-like wit 
of three young men growing up. 

Abramowitz, Glass, and Isaacs, three 
guys, all best friends, all named Nathan, 
fornl a boyhood league complete with 
secret chants and intricate rituals (includ
ing a scan of the night sky with flashlights 
to look for God). As they reach puberty, 
Abramowitz and Glass grapple with their 
Jewishness, while Isaacs is more concerned 
with his quest for Denise Filipowicz. 

The league splits up when Glass reveals 
an appalling secret to Abramowitz and 
suddenly flees to Israe1. As Abramowitz 
carries the burden of Glass's secret with 
him, the advice of his grandfather bums in 
his ears: "the day you become I ike your 
enemy is the day you become worse than 
your enemy." 

Thirteen years later, out of the blue, a 
mysterious telegram arrives summoning 

Abramowitz and Isaacs to a league reun
ion at a synagogue in Spain. In the heat of 
a Spanish summer day, in a shul in To
ledo, The League of Nathans must dis
coverwhether the bel iefs that united them 
as boys will be the same beliefs that 
divide them as men. 

Winner of the 1992 Chalmers Cana
dian Play Award and nominated for a 
1992 Dora Mavor Moore Award for Out
standing New Play, "The League of 
Nathans" has been described by critics as 
"startlingly funny and true" - Theatrllm 
Magazine and "ambitious theme ... intel
ligent dialogue" - The Globe & Mail. 

"I wrote 'The League of Nathans' be
cause I needed to sort out my confusion 
about what it means to be Jewish," says 
playwright Jason Sherman. "So I invented 
three friends and created a story abou t 
Judaism and Israel that would allow me 
to show how three young boys, all of 
them growing up with the same myths 
and legends that I grew up with, could 
corne to take different positions; one a 
believer, the other a doubter, a third indif
ferent to it al1." 

"The League of Nathans" runs from 
February I-February 17 at Prairie Thea
tre Exchange, 3rd floor Portage Place. 

Get in depth news from Israel 
& the Jewish world 

Subscribe to The Jewish Post & News 
Call 694-3332 

By GIL SEDAN 
NABLUS, West Bank 

(JTA) - Near the Brothers 
Muna bakery in downtown 
Nablus, three children are 
playing cops and robbers. "I 
will be the cop, you the rob
ber," says one. "Which cop, 
Israeli or one of ours?" asks 
his friend, sounding a bit 
confused. 

He is not alone. It is a time 
of a major change - and con
fusion - in the West Bank. 
Old realities have died and 
the new one is not yet c\ear. 
Palestine Liberation Organi
zation leader Yasser Arafat 
stood two weeks ago on top 
ofthe former Israeli military 
government building in 
Nablus, trying to lead the 
way to the Promised Land. 

"After • Gaza First' came 
lenin, Tulkarm, Nablus, 
Kalkilya, and now Bethle
hem, Ramallah, Hebron and 
eventually OUf sacred Jeru
salem," he said. The masses 
who gathered by the build
ing roared with enthusiasm. 
It was yet another climax in 
Arafat's new career as peace
maker. 

But the triumphant per-
formance of Arafat and his 
pepple in Nablus, Kalkilya 
and Bethlehem ovcr the past 
week belies the internal and 
external difficulties con
fronting the Palestinian com
munity. The major internal 
difficulty is the potential for 
local violence. 

TIle external difficulty lies 
with the uncertain role of 
Jewish settlers on in the West 

. _______________________________ -, Bank. In Nablus on Decem-
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Tuesday, February 6 and 
Wednesday, February 7,1996 

8:00 p.m. 

Centre Culturel Franco-Manitobain 
340 Provencher Blvd. 

Tickets S10.00 adults I S9.00 students & seniors. available at: 
Gwen Sector Creative Living Centre 

, 688 Main Street 
339-1701 (Tamar Barr) 

Sharon's Linens & Gifts 
660 Academy Aoad 

488-4461 

or phone 956-1765 for more information 

ber II, Arafat had good rea
son to be pleased. 

After the labor pains that 
have accompanied Palestin
ian autonomy, his political 

Sole challenger to 
Arafat says she 

would nix accords 
JERUSALEM (JTA) -

The sole person challenging 
Palestine Liberation Organi
zation Chairman Yasser 
Arafat for the leadership of 
the Palestinian Council has 
announced that if elected, she 
would cancel all the agree
ments reached with Israe1. 
SamihaKhalil, a 72-year-old 
Palestinian activist who will 
be going head-to-head with 
Arafat in the January elec
tions, said the accords with 
Israel did not come close to 
achieving Palestinian na
tional aspirations. She fur
ther criticized the agree
ments, saying that they ena
bled Israel to have continued 
overall control of Palestin
ian residents in the territo
nes. 

In a separate development, 
Palestinian security forces 
have arrested an editor at the 
eastern Jerusalem paper AI
Quds for not printing a re
portaboutArafaton the front 
page, officials said Decem
ber 27. News reports said 
Maher AI-Alami was sum
moned to the WestBank Jeri
choenclave by security offi
cials, but had not returned to 8 '-_____________________________ ---1 Jerusalem. 

Getting ready for autonomy 
A Bethlehem shopkeeper hanging PLO flags outside his 
shop in preparation for the December 22 handover of the 
town by the IDF. Copyright ISRANET. 

The citizens of Bethlehem prepared for the December 22 
withdrawal by the IDF, when the town held its first Christ
mas celebrations not under Israeli rule. Christian residents 
expressed concern that the Christmas festivities were over- . 
shadowed by the Muslim majority, who saw the handover as 
an opportunity for celebration. 

Also, PLO Chair Yasser Arafat was expected in the town 
to make an address from the roof of the Church of the 
Nativity overlooking Manger Square. Many thousands of 
pilgrims make their way to the town for the annual Christ
mas procession and midnight mass. 

stock is on the rise. 
As demonstrated by the 

warm embrace of cheering 
Palestinians, Arafat has be
cOllie the symbol of Pales
tinian nationalism. 

Public opinion polls show 
a sure win for him in this 

month's elections for the 
Palestinian governing bod
ies. 

The Palestinian people 
adore him with the same un· 
compromising enthusiasm 
with which they have hated 
the Israelis. 

Arafat calls on Palestinians 
to foster relations with Israelis 

JERUSALEM (JTA) - Palestine Liberation Organiza
tion leader Yasser Arafat has called on Palestinian residents 
of Tulkarnl and Kalkilya to foster friendly relations with 
their Israeli neighbors. Arafat traveled December 24 to the 
two West Bank towns, completing a round of visits to the six 
Arab population centers in the area that Israeli troops with
drew from during the past six weeks. As in previous speeches, 
Arafat declared the two towns "liberated" and urged na
tional unity. He also spoke of Jerusalem as the capital of an 
eventual Palestinian state. 

Arafat used the addresses to launch the Palestinian elec
toral campaign, appealing to members of the crowd "not to 
vote for Yasser Arafat. Vote for the best." Arafat urged the 
crowd to participate in the Palestinian elections, which are 
scheduled to take place January 20. More than 700 candi
dates are running forthe 88 scats on the Palestinian Council. 
After discussions with Palestinian officials, Israel agreed to 
increase the 83-member council previously agreed upon to 
include an additional five seats. 

The president of the Palestinian Authority, who wiII be 
elected in a separate baJlot, will hold the 89th seat on the 
council. Arafat's only chaJlenger for the post of president is 
Samiha Khalil, a 72-year-old social activist. Among the 
contenders for the council seats are four Hamas activists 
~ho announced on December 24 their plans to run as 
mdependents. The move signaled the indirect participation 
of the fundamentalist group, which has officiaJly said it 
would boycott the eleetions. 

The four activists refused to say if they had official 
endorsement for their candidacies from the Hamas leader
ship. Meanwhile, a Palestinian newspaper editor has been 
freed after being detained by the Palestinian security service 
for six days. Maher al-Alami, editor of the eastern Jerusalem 
Al-Quds newspaper, was released December 30 after a 
meeting with Arafat, who reprimanded him for his handling 
of an article about the PLO leader. 

Alami was arrested after he printed on an inside page of 
the newspaper an article about Arafat being granted custody 
of Jerusalem's Christian holy places by the Greek Orthodox 
patriarch. PLO officials had requested that the story run on 
the front page. 
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"It is our pfeasure to earn your respect" 

CALL ELI HERSCOVITCH AT 489-5267 

Gratin recipes to warm you up 
r"'1w~1 he weather outside 

m has been very cold for 
)lL the past few days; try 

one of these gratin recipes to 
warm you up. 

KOSHER COOKING 

JILL KIRSHENBAUM 
BSe, RD 

*** 
POTATO GRATIN 

I tbsp. olive oil 
I 1/2 tbsp. all-purpose white 
flour 
2 cups skim milk 
I tsp. salt 
114 tsp. freshly-ground black 
pepper 
114 tsp. freshly-grated nutmeg 
2 lb. (0.91 kg.) russet pota
toes, peeled 
2 cloves garlic, peeled and 
slivered 
1/4 cup grated Gruyere cheese 

I. Preheat oven to 400°F. 
Lightly oil a I I 12-quart gratin 
dish or other shallow baking 
dish, or coat it with nonstick 
cooking spray. 

2.In aheavy saucepan, pref
erably nonstick, heat oil over 

medium heat. Add flour and 
cook, stirring constantly. un
til the flour begins to brown, 2 
to 3 minutes. Gradually pour 
in milk and increase heat to 
medium high. Cook, stirring 
constantly, until the mixture 
just begins to boil, about 5 
minutes. (The sauce may seem 
thin.) Remove from the heat 
and season with salt. pepper 
and nutmeg. Place a piece of 
wax paper directly over the 
surface to prevent a skin from 
fornling and set aside. 

3. Cut potatoes into 1/4-
inch thick slices (a food proc
essordoes the job nicely); toss 
with garlic and spread evenly 
in the prepared dish. Pour the 
sauce over the potatoes and 
bake, uncovered, for 40 to 45 
minutes, or until the potatoes 
are very tender. Sprinkle 
cheese over the top and bake 
for 10 to 12minutes longer, or 
until the top is golden. Serves 
6 as a side dish. 

Nutrition analysis per serv
ing: 225 calories, 5 gm.fat, 2 
gm. saturated fat, 9 mg. cho
lesterol, 420 mg. sodium. 

*** 
ARTICHOKE & 

POTATO GRATIN 
2/3 cup freshly-grated 
Parmesan cheese 
2 cloves garlic, very finely 
chopped 

I whole lemon, plus 2 tbsp. 
lemon juice 
4 artichokes (about I 2 ounces 
each) 
I Il2lb. (O.70kg) Yukon Gold 
potatoes, peeled 
112 tsp. salt 
1/4 tsp. freshly-ground black 
pepper 
112 cup defatted reduced-so
dium vegetable broth 
1/3 cup ti'esh breadcmmbs 
(see Kitchen Tip below) 

I. Preheat oven to 375°F. 
Lightly oil a I 1/2-quart gratin 
dish or other shallow baking 
dish, or coat it with nonstick 
cooking spray. In a small 
bowl, combine Parmesan and 
garlic; set aside. 

2. To prepare artichokes, 
fill a large bowl with cold 
water. Juice the lemon and 
add to the water; add the 
lemon halves to the water as 
well. Peel away all the outer 
leaves of the artichokes, 
snapping the leaves off at the 
base until the fuzzy choke is 
visible. With a paring knife, 
trim off the leaves, remov
ing any fibrous green por
tions. Trim the bottom 1/4 
inch off the stem and pare 
away the tough outer skin. 
With a melon bailer or knife, 
remove the choke. Slice the 
stem and heart into thin slices 
and drop into the lemon wa-

Hebrew University of Jerusalem 
New Leadership Division presents 1JTheatre Night" 

The New Leadership 
Division, Canadian 
Friends of the Hebrew. 

University, invite all their 
friends and associates to 
join thelll for their "Thea
tre Night": a private show
ing of the award winning 
play, "The League of 
Nathans". 

A scrumptious reception 
will follow with the actors 
invited to attend. This spe
cial evening will be held 
on Sunday, February 4th 
at 7:30 p.lII. at the Prairie 
Theatre Exchange, Por
tage Place, with an exclu
sive, affordable price. The 
evening is sponsored by 
Investors' Group. Tickets 
at this low rate are only 
available through New 
Leadership board mem
bers and the Canadian 
Friends of the Hebrew 
University Winnipeg 
OJapteroffice. 

The "League of 
Nathans", winner of the 
1993 Chalmers Canadian 
Play Award, is about three' 
guys named Nathan, but 
called Abramowitz, Glass 
and Isaacs. Best friends, 
they form a boyhood 
league for life. While 
they're in their teens, the 
league is suddenly split up 
when Glass has to flee to 
Israel. Seven years later, 
out of the blue, a mysteri
ous telegram arrives sum
moning Abramowitz and 
Isaacs to a reunion at a 
synagogue in Spain. 

Written by Jason 
Sherman, one of Canada 's 
best young writers, this ra-

Lori Shenkarow and Wayne Nemy are co-chairs of the 
New Leadership Division "Theatre Night" featuring 
"The League of Nathans." 

zor-sharp story is about 
growing up, friendship and 
loyalty. This play is co-pro
duced by the Winnipeg Jew
ish Theatre and the Prairie 
Theatre Exchange. 

The New leadership Di
vision "Theatre Night" is co
chaired by Lori Shenkarow 
and Wayne Nemy. 
Shenkarow, who is currently 
completing a master's de
gree in political science at 
the University of Manitoba, 
was part of the team that put 
on last year's successful 
Comedy Night in support of 
multiple sclerosis research 
at the Hebrew University of 
Jerusalem. 

She feels a close attach
ment to Israel, and in the past 
has also volunteered with the 
Combined Jewish Appeal 
and Travel Israel. Shenkarow 
is married to Eytan Broder 
and they are the proud par
ents of Natasha. 

Wayne Nemy brings his 
expertise to co-chairing the 

"Theatre Night". An ac
count executive with In
vestors Group, he has been 
active in organizing the 
"Y" Dinner and the Win
nipeg Art Gallery's "Art 
and Soul" fundraiser in ad
dition to serving as the 
commissioner of B'nai 
Brith Baseball and play
ing on the Jewish hockey 
league. He and his wife 
Lisa have two handsome 
sons, Adam and Daniel. 

The New Leadership 
Division, formerly named 
the Professional & Busi
ness Division, is one of 
Winnipeg's foremost 
groups for emerging lead
ers, providing educational, 
cultural and social pro
grams. Jacqueline Freed
man and Fraser Aronovitch 
are the co-chairs of the di
vision. For more informa
tion on the "Theatre 
Night", please call the 
Hebrew University, Win
nipeg Chapter office. 
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tcr. Repeat with the remain· 
ing artichokes. 

3. Cut potatoes into 1/4-
inch thick slices and spread 
half of them in the prepared 
dish. Drain the artichokes, 
discarding the lemon halves, 
and place artichokes on top 
of the potatoes. Sprinkle 2 
tablespoons lemon juice, fol
lowed by salt, pepper and 
half of the Parmesan/garlic 
mixture over the artichokes. 
Layer the remaining pota
toes on top. Pour broth over 
the vegetables and cover the 

Fruits & Vegetables 

"We are famous for our fresh fruits & vegetables" 
Free Delivery! To place order call: 

489-5546 or 489·5023 

dish tightly with aluminum 
foil. 

4. Bakcforl to I 1/4hours, 
or until the potatoes are very 
tender. Combine the remain
ing Parnlesan/garlic mixture 
with the breadcrumbs and 
sprinkle over the potatoes. 
Bake, uncovered, for IOta 
15 minutes longer, or until 
the top is golden. Serves 6 as 
a side dish. 

Nutrition analysis per 
serving: 210 calories. 4 gm. 
fat. 2 gm. saturatedfat. 9 mg. 
cholesterol, 485 mg. sodium. 

* KITCHEN TIP * Don't 
confuse fresh breadcrumbs 
with commercially-prepared 
dry crumbs. To make fresh 
breadcrumbs: Tear ftcsh or 
day-old bread into pici:cs and 
whirl in a food procci;sor or 
blender until coarse; even
sized crumbs form .. Three 
ounces (about 3 slices) of 
bread crumbs makesahout I 
cup crumbs. Store; fresh 
breadcrumbs in a pla~tic bag 
in the freezer. :.: 

The writer is a registered 
dietitian. ; 
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AIIENTION: 
BUSY PARENTS 

Do you need reliable child registry approved 

We transport all children inellldin!!, the physically challellged. 
We {Ire (lva ilah/e for pre-school, before and aJier school, 

to yOl/r home or sitlers, sporting events, etc. 
Pick up and delivery within the'cit)' limits. 

Some restrictiollS lIIay apply. 

Think of us as your 
Second "Mom's Taxi" 

• GLENN MILLER' • BENNY GOODMAN . 
• ED BEDDO~E • TOMMY'& JIMMY DORSEY 

'[he '[YClI1scona COlAntr'1 CllAb anc;l the 

JVlemory [rAYle OrchestrrA 
invite '101.4 toattend a 

Valentine Tea Dan 
SUVlc;(ay AfterVlOOn. iebruary 11, 1996· 

':'j.' . . 

1.30f?:}t1. to 5:00 p.W! 
:.~::. at the . 

crransct:!;tinental (Jallroom 
(DLA9atP and Plessis leoad) 

OptioYlajjiruYlch will be served 

fHim 12:00 NooYl ., ..... ~ .. 
'jor rese~!(ms please call J3everle'1 

222-1640 
AdmissWM $15.00 perpersoYi 

(iJrunch actaitional) 

.. 


