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• GLENN MILLER • BENNY GOODMAN 

• ED BEDDOME • TOMMY & JIMMY DORSEY .. . . 
~he ~rcmscona Countr!,1 Club and the 

)'vlemorl1 [rAne OrchestrrA 
(Winnipeg's Finest 16-piece Dance Band) 

invite 'd01A to a ttend a 

Valentine Tea Dance 
(';/AYldrAlj IifterYloon ;ebrurAry 11, 1996 

1.30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m'. 
at the 

'f..nmscontinental !3allroom 
(D~fgald and Plessis Y<oad) 

OptioYlal brtAYlch will be serveci 

from 12:00 Noon 
'jar reservations please call !:'3everle'd 

222-1640 
A.dmission $15.00 per person 

(t3runch aaditionalj 

• TANGO • WALTZ • CHA CHA • RHUMBA . 
~ 'FOX TROT • SAMBA • POLKA • BALLROOM' 
,~ . . 

Annual (hoi concert promises to inspire audience 

Brand new Oriental music, a Yiddish 
meringue and two exciting new 
works by an innovative choreogra

pher from Mexico City will highlight this 
year's annual concert of the Sarah Sommer 
Chai Folk Ensemble, scheduled for Febru
ary 6 and 7 at Ccntre Culturel Francll
Manitobain (CCFM). 

Chai, which appeared last year at Mexi
co's Fcstival Aviv Carlos Halpert and 
which will perform in February at Walt 
Disney World's Epcot Centre, is known 
intcrnationally for its unique blend of Jew
ish culture new and old_ Now in its 32nd 
year of opcration, Chai is North America's 
olclest and largest Israeli folk dance and 
music group, and the only group of its kind 
to perfornl to live musical accompani
ment. 

Artistic DirectorsTamar Barr and Casey 
Chisick have assembled an eclectic mix of 
material for this, Chai' s 25th annual con
cert and its second appearance at the more 
intimate venue offered by the CCFM. "We 
are confident that there is something for 
everybody in this year's show," said 
Chisick, who is busily preparing the re
nowned Chai orchestra for the event. "It's 
a show the whDle fanlily can enjoy to
gether. " 

Indeed, the concert promises to be one 
of the most action-packed and exciting 
Chai has ever offered. From the opening 
"Hava Nagila", a medley of traditional 
Israeli songs brought to life by the re
nowned choreographer Alberto Zirlinger 
of Mexico City, to the closing "Yalda 
Yecheifa", a Mediterranean suite created 
by the wel1-known Guillermo (Memo) 
Treistman and first perf01111ed in Winni
peg by Mexico's Ma'agal COl at 
Folklorama 1994, the show is a whirlwind 
of style, color and life. 

Thc influence of Zirlinger is especially 
evident in this year's concert. Zirlinger 
visited Winnipeg last October, conducting 
several Israeli dance workshops, staging 
two new works for Chai and making many 
new friends and admircrs in the process. In 
addition to "Hava Nagila", Chai will also 
be performing "Machol Ro'im" ("Dance 
of the Shcpherds"). a thrilling medley origi
nally created by Zirlinger and his wife, 
Dafne, for their own group. Achshav U Le 
Tamid. Intet6Stingly. both Alberto and 
Dafnc Zirlinger will be joining Chai 
onstage next month when the group per
fOl1llS at Walt Disney World's Epcot Cen
tre, 

Al1 this is not to suggest that no creativc 
juice flows Olltside Mexico, though. Dance 
director Tamar Barr will premiere a brand 

new suite ofY emenite and Oriental dancc, 
entitled "Tsa'ad Mizrachi" ("Oriental 
Step"), which she has created along with 
Shachy Leven, a longtime Chai dancer 
making herChai choreography debut this 
year. The suite builds on the innovative 
themes Barr has explored in hcr previous 
Yemenite works, and features chart-top
ping music by Israeli artists Achinoam 
Nini (Noa) and Etti Ankri, among others. 

Assistant dance dircctor and veteran 
choreographer Merav Barr, who last year 
collaborated with her sister Tamar on the 
wildly successful "Klezmer Jamboree" 
musical comedy suite, wil1 turn her tal
ents in a different direction with her new 
work, "Shlosha Yamim" ("Three Days"), 
a modern piece also set to the music of 
Achinoam Nini. In addition, the Barr 
sisters have collaborated again this year 
on the unique "AIle Brider", a familiar 
Yiddish song given an unusual twist by 
the Flying Bulgar Klezmer Band. (How 
docs a Yidd ish meringue sound to you?) 

Chai regulars will be able to enjoy such 
perennial audience fav{irites as "Zeh 
Hazemer", "Adon Olam" and "Ruma
nia", among others. They will also, as 
always, be cntertained by the talented 
and versatile Chai singers, now under the 
co-direction of Cal Reich and Tracy 
Kasner. The singers will be featured 

. throughout the show, including new 
works adapted from the Israel i artists 
David Brozaand Atraf. The Chai orches
tm, conducted by Casey Chisick, will 
also be on hand, lending its uniquely 
energetic and professional touch to the 
proceedings. 

Chisick confirms that although Chai's 
focus has become increasingly centred 
on international travel in recent years, the 
annual Winnipeg concert is still very 
much the group's priority. "We really 
look forward to the opportunity to show
casc our ncw material to our home audi
ence and supporters. In particular, we 
hope that parents and grandparents will 
be surc to bring their children and grand
children along this year, to help expose a 
new generation to the magic of Israeli 
music and dance. There.'s no better way 
to help Jcwish youth connect with their 
culture - and that's a responsibility we in 
Chai take very seriously. Wc arc commit
tcd to putting on ashow that will thrill and 
inspire our audience." 

Don't miss out on this opportunity to 
spend an evening with the intcrnational1y
acclaimed Sarah Sommer Chai Folk En
semble. It.; 'mises to be a multi-faceted, 
culturally rich event to remember. 8~ ____________________________________ ~ 

Jewish cyberspace links Torah talk from S.F. to N.Y. and beyond 
By LESLIE KATZ 
Jewish Bllllelill oj North
em CaliJomia 

SAN FRANCISCO, 
Calif. Classes on 
Maimonides or the applica
tion of halachah to daily life 
aren't exactly easy to find 
for Jews in, say, Hong Kong 
on'emote aJ:eas of the Pacific 
Northwest. 

But in cyber-space, those 
classes and others are avail
able to anyone with a mo
dem, a telephone line and an 
Internet connection. 
"Internet classes are never 
going to be as good as a live 
learning experience," says 
Rabbi Yaakov Menken, an 
expert in cyber-Jcwish edu
cation. 

"But it is a valuable re
source for thosc who don't 
have ti me for c lasses outside' 
and those who live in places 
where there arc not the local 
resources. " 

Menken founded and 
maintains Project Genesis: 
Torah on the Information 
Superhighway, a Jewish 
learning center on the 
Internet offering classes on 
Jewish philosophy and prac
tice as wel1 as Jewish ar
chives, Torah cOlllmentaries 
and general information 
about happenings in the Jew
ish world. 

The 30-something Ortho
dox rabbi, who holds an en
gineering degree from 
Princeton University, oper
ates Project Genesis from his 
home office in Spring Val
ley, N.Y. 

He visited San Francisco 
recently to talk with staff at 

the Bureau of Jewish Educa
tion and Hebrew Academy 
about Torah on the informa
tion super-highway. 

Currently, there arc more 
. than 10 interpretations of!he 
weekly Torah portion avail
able on the Internet. Four arc 
available through Project 
Genesis, as is one interpreta
tion of the Haftorah. 

The privately funded 
project started in 1993 with a 

single class exploring a spe
cific work on Jewish ethics. 
Since then, it has expanded 
to become the largest Jewish 
learning center in the 
cyberworId, with more than 
a dozen classes and approxi
mately 5,000 students 
downloading class material. 

Those subscribers come 
from as faraway as Sweden, 
Norway, Argentina and Bra
zil. 

Jim Carr to speak at Shaarey Zedek 
Jim Carr has recently 

returned from the Middle 
East where he has been 
reporting on the Palestin
ian election, the peace 
process, and relations be
twecn Israel and Syria, for 
the Winnipeg Free Press. 
Hew i 11 be the featured 
speaker at the Shaarey 
Zcdek Sisterhood's amiual 
Inter-Faith Luncheon 
which will be held at the 
synagogue on February 7. 

Carr is a well-known 
Winnipeg politician and JIM CARR 
journal ist who servcd as a 
Liberal MLA from 1988 to 1992, and has been a regular 
contributor to the CBC and the Globe and Mail as wel1. 
as the Free Press. He recently received a Common
wealth Foundation Fellowship for a period of study in 
London this spring. 

More information about the February 7 luncheon is 
available from Shaarey Zedek Synagogue. 

Tilt tll Ilt~St()VITtll I3A~[) 
"1 t is our p[easure to earn your respect" 

CALL ELI HERSCOVITCH AT 489-5267 
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Tuesday, February 6 and 
Wednesday, February 7, 1996 

8:00 p.m. 

Centre Culturel Franco-Manitobain 
340 Provencher Blvd. 

Tickets $10.00 adults I $9.00 students & seniors, available at: 
Gwen Sectsr Creative Living Centre 

'688 Meln Street 
339·1701 (Tamar Barr) 

Sharon's Linens & Gifts 
660 Academy Road 

488-4461 

or phone 956-1765 for more information 

II Granpa was a goy, Bubbie was a yid. 
I'm a fatalistic atheistic mixed up kid." 

F
rom the pen of one of Canada's best 
young writers comes the witty and ir
reverent "1l1e League of Nathans", a 

co-production of Winnipeg Jewish Theatre 
and Prairie Theatre Exchange. 

With humor, compassion and honcsty, 
award-winning playwright Jason Shcl11H1n 
explores friendship, loyalty, and the qucst 
for idcntity among three 30-something Jcw
ish men, all boyhood friends who have 
drifted apart and arc reunited by a mysteri
ous telegram_I ndeed, it was Shellnan 's own 
personal quest that led to his penning 
"League", winner of the 1992 Chalmers 
Canadian Play A ward. 

"I wrote 'The League of Nathans' be
cause I needed to sort out my cnnfusion 
about what it means tn be a Jew, part icularly 
in the era of 'the Jewish state'. 

"Like many Jews of my generation (I'm 
33), I grew up learning and believing in the 
myth of Israel as little David to the Arab 
w(lrld's monstrous Gol iath. I grew up living 
in fear of my life and the lives of the Jewish 
people because of the constant threat of 
destruction at the hands of 'the Arabs' - the 
scenario of 'the Jews being pushed into the 
sea.' 

"1 sat transfixed in front of the TV as 
Israeli athletes were murdered: I collected 
evcry article I could find about the kidnap
ping. I was told all Arabs arc terrorists. I 
had no reason to disbelieve what I was 
tnld. 

"1 recall, at thc start of the Yom Kippur 
War, one teacher at my Hebrew night school 
widening hcr eyes and warning us of the 
dangers to all of us 'if Egypt wins the war.' 

"1 grew up believing that Jews owed it to 

the world to occupy a highermnral ground: 
that Jews took scriously their own com
mandments: that Israel considered itself a 
moral beacon in the western world. 

"And then I lost my naivete. 
"I realized that 'Jews' were one thing: 

'Israelis' another: 'Zionists' yet another. 
"I learned that 'Arabs' were onc thing: 

'Palestinians' another: 'Terrorists' a third. 
"I learned that there is more to thc his

tory of Israel than David ,md Goliath. 
"I watched the news repOi1S of thc de

struction of Lcbanon and wondered how 
the morally supcrior Jews could do such a 
thing. 

"(saw the pictures of the Holocaust ant! 
askcd how such a thing could be done to 
the Jews. 

"In short, I was confused: terribly con
fused. I didn't understand how a Jew cou Id 
support the violcnt poliL'ies of the State of 
Israel and remain a Jew. 

"SO I invented three friends and created 
a story that would allow me to show how 
three young boys, all of them growing up 
with the same myths and legcnds that I 
grew up with, could come tn take up 
different positions: one a believer: the 
other a doubter: a third indifferent to all. 

"There arc of course many 'positions' 
one can take to the problems of the Middle 
East. 

"1 hopc 'The Lcague of Nathans' shows 
how people come to take up those posi
tions." 

"The League of Nathans" runs from 
February 1-17 at Prairie Theatre Exchange. 
3rd tloor Portage Place. For more informa
tion, cal1 PTE. 

Winnipeg Jewish Theatre 
& Prairie Theatre Exchange 

present 

The 
League 
of . 
Nathans 
by Jason Sherman 

Recipient - 1995 Governor General Award 

directed by Richard Greenblatt 

February 1 - 17 
Prairie Theatre Exchange 
3rd Floor, Portage Place 

Winner 1992 Chalmers Canadian Play Award 
1992 Dora Award Nomination Outstanding New Play 

"startlingly funny and true"-Theatrum Magazine 
"ambitious theme ... intelligent dialogue" -Gtobe& Moil 

For tickets call PTE Box Office 942-5483 
heated underground parking 
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JE~ISH THEATRE 

contains strong language 

Andrew Burasbko 
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teIDl-lel'aments 

Jacques Lacombe 

yO~I'll1ljss gLJCSI conduc!OI 
J.lCQIWS Lacornbe (assiSI"" I 

Cltilrles [JUlui!') and p' ' 0 

Andrew llLl~Jshko';n COJ1C~~'tl~V~!~I~~s~ 
M,lnrloba Charnh., Orclreslril' 

Pepin / Ronde v'/" . 
J;rrrclenrilh / Four len] ".lgeo.se 

peran1enls 
ROla / Siring Conce.1o 
Franp.x / Sei ('rdudi 

800 W . W . P"', ed 7 feb,uary t 996 
eslminsler Church '145 W ' 
$21 adul1l$t9 " eSlrnH.sler 

T'k' Se'IrOr/SI2slld .e "IS available al Mary S J enl 
. M N I corer BOOks 

. c J Iy-Rubinson BOoksellers 
f.cke1Masle. oul/els (780'3333) 

Mea T.ckelLine (783,7377) 
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