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Community deserves more seats on campus board ,Dry Bones 
\)( '~:]( }" hat is the exact role of the Jewish Community 
'it i "ih { Campus board in the Winnipeg Jewish commu
~S/ 'W' nity? 
That issue surfaced at the last meeting of the Winnipeg 

Jewish Community Council board January 23, when that 
board was asked to transfer more than $3 million worth of 
Jewish community properties the WJCC owned to the 
campus corporation, so the campus board can sell some of 
them and raise more money for campus construction. 

The W JCC created the campus board in 1994. This new 
board was to be independent of, and not "subsidiary" to the 
WJCC, partly to ensure consistency in campus planning. 
The board was successor to a campus project committee 
that had been fundraising and doing initial planning for the 
campus for several years. 

Of nine members, four now serving on the campus board 
were already serving on the campus project committee, and 
are major financial contributors to and fundraisers for the 
campus. 

When the board is expanded shortly to II members, the 
additional two will represent a foundation set up on behalf 
of another local Jewish philanthropist who's also contrib
uted very generously to building the campus. 

One of the five remaining board members represents the 
Jewish Foundation of Manitoba; another, the Jewish Com
munity Centre, and still another, the Board of Jewish Edu
cation. The remaining two are WJCC appointees. 

Six community philanthropists, then, will exercise ma
jority control on the campus board at least partly because of 
their large donations to the campus project. 

Some will argue that he who pays the piper has the right 
to call the tune. Guaranteeing major donors a say in the 
running of a project is also a frequently-used fundraising 
tool. But lately, Winnipeg Jews were supposed to have 
progressed beyond the tradition of relying on the wealthiest 
among them to take the lead in running the show. 

In the mid-1980s, a WJCC-appointed "End of The 
Decade Review Committee" warned that among Winnipeg 
Jews in general, the community was perceived as being run 
by an "elite", and recommended community-wide election 

of WJCC board members. 
Those elections started in 1986, and they've allowed the 

average Winnipeg Jew a chance for at least some say in 
shaping community policy. Meetings of the WJCC board 
are open to the public and media. The campus board, in 
contrast, is totally appointed, and meets monthly behind 
closed doors. 

That board's first responsibility was to fundraise for the 
campus, now slated to cost at least $26 million, and to get 
planning for it off the ground. 

Once the campus is opened in the next two years, the 
'board will be responsible for setting general guidclines for 
running the physical plant, efficicnt usc ofthc facilitics, and 
ongoing fundraising for the 16-acre complex. 

It's hard to predict when issues like that might spark wider 
community interest. The same holds true for the campus 
board's new right to dispose of the Matheson Avenue Jewish 
day school building, which also houses Talmud Torah-Beth 
Jacob Synagogue, and other Jewish community properties. 

The campus president has pledged he'll use some pro
ceeds from sale of the Matheson Avenue building to keep a 
Jewish day school going in the North End, if student 
numbers warrant. Even so, many North Enders might feel 
safer having more elected representatives on the campus 
board, when that decision is made. 

The community owes major contributors now sitting on 
the campus board heartfelt gratitude for their central roles 
in realizing this exciting new project. 

But about 1,600 other Winnipeg Jews also donated 
varying sums for building the campus, collectively 
providing much of the community's $15.5 million contribu
tion. They deserve to be represented in greater numbers on 
the campus board. 

Ideally, they should also have majority control, through 
appointment of more representatives from the WJCC, the 
community's dcmocratically-chosen parliament. And as 
sensitive as the campus board's discussions about tapping 
new sources of fundraising might sometimes be, a way 
should be found to open at least parts of their monthly 
meetings to the Jewish public and media. 
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Peres to call early elections 
(Cont. from page 1.) 

Peres rejected accusations 
made recently by opposition 
leaders that he was moving 
up the date for elections to 

Ramadan a time/or spiritual "stretching" 

exploit the LaborParty's gain 
in popularity in the wake of 
the Rabin assassination. A 
Gallup Poll released lastFri
day gave Peres 52 percent of 
the vote for prime minister, 
compared to 30 percent for 
his leading rival, Likud 
leader Benjamin Netanyahu. 

In his remarks, Peres out
lined the Labor government's 
achievements since it took 
power in July 1992 - in· 
cluding the historic peace 
accords Israel reached sepa
rately with the Palestinians 
and the Jordanians. 

But Israeli authorities fear it might also be a time for violence ... 

t'llT\ he Muslim holy 
m month of Ramadan 

JtL began on January 21 
this year. 

BEHINDTHEHEADLINES 

MOSHE STERN 

On the Friday following 
the start of the month, more 
than 160,000 Muslims at
tended the noon communal 

prayer serv ices at the 
mosques of the Temple 
Mount (known among Mus
lims as the Haram ash
Sharit). 

Other than the Hajj (Pil
grimage) rituals in Mecca, 
the public observances of 
Ramadan are probably the 
most significant expressions 
of Islamic solidarity and 
commitment. It is an espe
cially good time for spiritual 
"stretching" which, formany 
Muslims, would include con
siderations of the political 
state of Islam. 

It is within this context that 
Israeli authorities made se-
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Thousands of Muslim wor
shippers flow into Jerusa
lem's Old City for Friday 
prayers on Ramadan in 1993. 
This year, Israeli authorities 
have sharply limited Pales
tinians' entry to the city. IPPA 
photo. 

groups of such Jews at
tempted to enterthe Tem
ple Mount area for pur
poses of prayer on those 
first days of Ramadan. Se
curity officials, howevcr, 
strictly enforced the rule 
that Jews, even when al
lowed to visit the site of 
the mosques - Temple 
Mount - are forbidden to 
pray. Such remain the con
stant headache of law and 
order in the Holy Land. 

MONTH-LONG FAST 
The Ramadan observ

ances center around the 
month-long fast in which 
believers deny themselves 
the pleasures of the flesh. 
The fast involves abstain

curity preparations limiting, 
to some degree, the mobility 
of some to ensure public 
safety. A closure order was 
issued barring entry of most 
Palestinians from Gaza and 
severely restricting the entry 
of West Bank Palestinians to 
Jerusalem. Security person
nel had received information 
suggesting Islamic extrem
ists were planning to smug
gle explosives to Jerusalem. 
The fear was that they would 
observe the holy time by 
making a strike against the 
Zionists who hold the Holy 
City "hostage". 

There was also some con
cern that extreme elements 
within the Jewish religious 
andlor national ist right would 
usc the occasion for a pro
vocative and potentially vio
lent demonstration on the site 
of the Holy Temple. Indeed, 

ing from all food and drink 
from the break of dawn until 
shortly after sundown for the 
entire 29 or 30 days of the 
lunar month. Believers are 
also forbidden to engage in 
sexual activity then. 

The widely-observed fast 
is an act of sacri fice whereby 
the believer learns to do a 
mostdifficultthing. S/he says 
"no" to a material desire andi 
or appetite. This self-im
posed discipline is offered as 
an act of worship to Allah. It 
is understood to cleanse the 
spiritual aspect of the bel iev
ers' mundane existence. It 
combines with a celebration 
of the Muslim's connection 
with God. It was in the later 
part of this month that 
Muhammad is reported to 
have received his original 
divine revelation, his call to 
prophecy and apostleship. 

Ramadan is a fundamen
tally intense time ofIslamic 
spirituality and it can inspire 
in different ways. It is easy 
for the individual Muslim to 
feel a special need to sub
merge his own feelings into 
those of the faith community 
as a whole. It is, then, a prime 
time for the early recruitment 
of persons capable of being 
directed to a suicidal politi
cal act. 

It is then a reasonably 
comforting fact that the Is
rael Defence Forces has just 
appointed its first Muslim 
chaplain. Small but increas
ing numbers of Muslims have 
been volunteering for army 
service and their spiritual 
needs must also be accom
modated. This Imam, from 
an Arab town in Northern 
Israel, was chosen in coordi
nation between the IDF and 
the Ministry of Religious 
Affairs and will serve in the 
north. Minister Shimon 
Shitreet and Chief of Staff 
Am non Shahakarecurrently 
seeking another clergy per
son to serve in the Southern 
Command. Muslim chap
lains must be confirmed by 
IDF Chief Chaplain (Rabbi) 
Major General Gad Navon. 

Israel is correct in ena
bling religious observance 
while trying to minimize 
negative fallout. The fast will 
end with a three-day holiday 
(ld al-Fitr, the Break Fast 
Holiday), one ofIslam 's two 
major yearly festivals. To all 
our Muslim friends, Id 
Mubarak (a Blessed Holi
day). 

Peres called for a short 
campaign period. 

I LETTERS I 
Kosher Food 
Directory 
available 

In response to the letter in 
the January 24 issue of The 
Jewish Post & News, "Keep 
community informed about 
kashrut" written by Paula 
Ross, we wish to advise Paula 
Ross and the entire Jewish 
community that the Vaad 
Ha'Ir of Winnipeg has a 
Kosher Food Directory 1995/ 
5755 available. 

If Paula Ross had taken a 
moment to call our office, 
our staff would have been 
delighted to forward a copy 
to her. 

The Vaad Ha'IrofWinni
peg and the Council of Rab
bis constantly try to keep the 
community informed about 
kashrut and the method that 
we have been using to propa
gate the information is 
through the synagogues, The 
Jewish Post & Nell'S, and, of 
course, through the use of 
our Kosher Food Directory, 
which we update yearly. 

PAUL SILVER 
President, 

Vaad Ha'ir of Winnipeg 

Reviews 

Dancers wore dazzling "Yemenite" costumes in "Yalda Yecheifa 
(Barefoot Girl)", Chai wardrobe volunteers created the outfits, 
based on a picture supplied by Mexico City's Maagal CDI Israeli 
dance troupe, 

Exciting blend of musical styles 
in 25th anniversary Chai show 
Review by MATT 
BELLAN 

?'~Ir\ ~~la~a~~~k S~~~~~ 
.. St. ble offered plenty of 

skilful dancing, some daz
zling costumes and an excit
ing blend of musical styles 
at its 25th annual concert last 
week. 

Three Mexico City Israeli 
dance choreographers added 
an interesting flavor to the 
two-night show at the Centre 
Culturel Franco-Manitobain, 
arranging three separate 
numbers. 

And a hilarious Kinzey 
Posen lived up to his grow
ing reputation as the Winni
peg Jewish community's 
favorite emcee, as Master of 
Ceremonies for the concerts. 

The soldout performance 
February 7 started with a 
bang, as dancers joined in a 
joyous medley titled "Hava 
Nagila". Chorus lines of all
male, and all-female dancers 
took to the stage for this first 
number, choreographed by 
Mexico City's Alberto 
Zirlinger, and Chai 's singers 
offered some impressive syn
copation in the opening bars, 

Zirlinger, who conducted 
a seriesofIsraeli dance work
shops in Winnipeg last Oc
tober and worked with Chai, 
included horas and other tra
ditional Israeli folkdance 
moves in last week' s open
ing medley. The choreogra
phy was fast-paced, and the 
dancers' movements crisp. 

Sean ShapirQ performed 
gracefully as a solist in "In 
The Beginning", a jazz bal
let-style retelling of biblical 
stories choreographed by 
Winnipeg's 1 ill Lhotka. The 
Chai singers' accompani
ment added to the beauty of 
the peace - particularly their 
achingly beautiful hannoniz
ing in "Adon Olam". 

In "MitachatHaolam (Un
derTheSky)",staged byChai 
Co-artistic Director Casey 
Chisick and Tracy Kasner, 
singer Cal Reich offered 
some more jazzy stylings, 
with impressive piano and 
orchestra backup. Reich was 

Emcee Kinzey Posen has 
the audience chuckling af
ter intermission, when he 
appears in front of curtain 
wearing female dancer's 
skirt and headband. He 
strayed too close to the line 
for female dancers back
stage, he joked, Lightning
fast costume changers 
grabbed and dressed him 
by mistake. 

especially good when he 
broke loose, and let his voice 
soar in this moody love song. 

Chai's growing musical 
sophistication was also evi
dent in "Lomir Aile Zingen 
(Let's All Sing)", a lively 
series of Yiddish numbers, 
starting with the hassidic
style dancing and singing of 
"A lie B rider". 

HASSIDIC- STYLE 
DANCING 

Choreographers Tamar 
Barr, Merav Barr and Nenad 
Lhotka offered some tradi
tional moves, like the 
hassidic-sytle dancing and 
singing of" Aile Brider". But 
they wen t beyond that later 
in the medley, where danc
ers offered some jazzy cho
rus-line movements. 

The singers were as skilful 
as ever, but their pronuncia
tion of the Yiddish lyrics was 
sometimes fuzzy. 

"Rumania", the last 

number in this series, was a 
colorful showstopper, par
ticularly when male dancers 
jumped high and perfornled 
some impressive acrobatics. 
The orchestra wound up the 
numberwith a pleasing, con
temporary-sounding styling 
of the famous song. 

Chai Dance Director 
Tamar Barr premiered 
"Tsa'ad Mizrachi (Oriental 
Step)", which she choreo
graphed with Shachy Leven. 

This medley featured 
many of Barr's trademark 
Israeli oriental dance moves, 
like fast shaking of the shoul
ders and upper body. The 
ensemble captured the sexy, 
sometimes feverish tempo 
and flavor of Middle Eastern 
music; Chai percussionist 
Rika Hawes' fastpaced 
thumping on a darrabuka, a 
traditional Arab drum, here 
and later in the concert added 
authenticity to the pieces. 
Overall, though, this number 
was a bit too long, and the 
dance moves too repetitive. 

"Machol Ro' im (Dance of 
the Shepherds)", choreo
graphed by Mexico City's 
Alberto and Daphne 
Zirlinger, featured male and 
female dancers in traditional 
shepherd costumes. But it 
didn't really get interesting, 
dance-wise, until later in the 
piece, when the action 
speeded up. 

WITTY STAGE 
PATTER 

Emcee Kinzey Posen, 
member of Winnipeg's in
ternationally-famous Finjan 
klezmer band, kept the audi
ence in stitches between acts 
with his witty stage patter. 

"What a crowd," he ex
claimed before the curtain 
went up. "My goodness, I 
haven't seen anything like 
this since Yom Kippur at 
Rosh Pina." 

Posen almost had the 
crowd rolling in the aisles 
when he appeared in front of 
the curtain at the end of the 
intermission wearing a fe
male Chai dancer's skirt and 
headband. 

It was all a mistake, he 
assured the audience. He 

strayed too close backstage 
to the lightning-fast cos
tume changcrs for the female 
danccrs. 

The Chai dancers were at 
their best in the second half 
of the show in two Israeli 
folkdance-style medleys 
many have had years to 
polish - "Bakfar Uva 'ir" and 
the rousing closing number, 
"Hava Netze B'machol". 

But the biggest visual thrill 
of the second act was "Yalda 
Yecheifa (Barefoot Girl)". 
Guillermo Triestman of 
Mexico City choreographed 
this two-song number with a 
Yemenite flavor; his Israeli 
dance company, Maagal 
CDI, performed it at 
Folklorama's Israel Pavilion 
two years ago. 

DAZZLING 
COSTUMES 

The dancers wore dazzl ing 
red, black and gold Yemenite 
costumes and headdresses. 
They performed a series of 
fast-paced dances with dis
tinctive"Y emenite" arm and 
shoulder movements. The 
ensemble orchestra backed 
them up, alternating Middle 
Eastern melodies with the 
sounds of jazz and blues. 

Lisa Reiss designed the 
patterns for the costumes, 
based on a picture sent by 
Maagal CD!, Sophie Tap
per, a Chai volunteer ward
robe assistant, told The Jell" 
ish Post & News last week. 
Margaret Kasner and other 
Chai wardrobe volunteers 
helped sew the elaborate 
costumes. 

Chai was to perform the 
following Sunday at the Win
ter Cities Showcase at the 
Centennial Concert Hall, 
along with the Rusalka Danc
ers, the Royal Winnipeg Bal
let's Evelyn Hart, and other 
Winnipeggers. 

Toward the end of this 
month, the ensemble will 
leave to perform at Orlando, 
Florida's Epcot Centre from 
February 28 through March 
5. Next August, Chai will 
perform again at are-opened 
Folklorama Israel Pavilion. 

Albert Speer's 
selective memory 
Hitler'sfavorite architectfiltered out what 
was happening to Jews ... 

Albert Speer - His Battle 
With Truth, By Gita 
Sereny. Knopr. 757 pages. 

Review by ARNOLD 
AGES 

i1\ IbertSpeer,ayoung 
/,At German architect, 

.. L ,hk was unable to resist 
Adolf Hitler's hypnotic 
power. The scion of a well
off family. Speer was ini
tially disinterested in poli
tics. 

POST & NEWS 
BOOK REVIEW 

The disinterest was trans-
forn1ed into admiration and 

ALBERT SPEER: His 
memory "delete key" 
worked overtime, when it 
came to remembering Na
zis' mass murder of Jews, 

obsession when he first heard a speech by Hitler in the early 
1930s because, contrary to what he had been told by critics, 
Hitler's address was a model of sobriety, histmical analysis 
and without a trace of anti-Semitic content. 

This is one facet of the genesis of Albert Speer's pact with 
evil incarnate that Gita Sereny unearths in her monumental 
study of the man who was spared the hangman's noose at 
Nuremberg at the trial of the major Nazis in 1946. Sercny, 
a Hungarian journalist and author of a book on the comman
dant of Treblinka, has done something quite exceptional in 
her essay. 

Splicing together verbatim tcstimony involving Speer at 
the Nuremberg assizes, major extracts from Speer's Spandau 
prison correspondence, post-Nuremberg books and mem
oirs and searching interviews with Speer conducted over a 
decade, Sereny constructs both a portrait of an amazingly 
complex man and a tableau of the social, political and 
military character of the Third Reich. 

The author mentions, on several occasions, that for 
Speer, truth was realized too late, especially where Jews 
were concerned. It was always he, Speer, who turned the 
conversations towards that subject. Speer claimed at Nu
remberg, as he did in his books and dialogue with Sereny, 
that while he didn't know the specifics about the murder of 
European Jewry, he could/should have known and in any 
case, he bore, along with the Nazi apparatus, responsibility 
for that horrendous event. 

At Nuremberg, his judges accepted Speer's "general 
responsibility" confession about the fate of the Jews, and 
sentenced him to 20 years for his use of slave labor in thc 
munitions factories. 

Speer had the ability, he would have us believe, of 
compartmentalizing the different segments of his political 
and esthetic carecr. Thus he concentrated exclusively on 
massive building projects of which the Nazis were fond. 
(Cont. on page 16. See "Bookreview") 

I ETTERS 
North End Jewish garage sale* 

In honor of the upcoming holiday of Purim, I would like 
to announce the gigantic North End Jewish Garage Salc. 

The entire Jewish North End is for sale with all net profits 
going to the Campus Corporation. 

Be the first on your block (or on our block) to purchasc 
schools, libraries, synagogues, daycares, seniors buildings, 
social service offices and private homes. Don't miss this 
great opportunity! 

This sale will never be repeated because there won't be 
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HAROLD SOSNOWICZ !!l 
'll Winnipeg rn rr 

*The writer's letter is a satirical comment on a report in 2 
last week's Jewish Post & News that ownership of the ,:l 
Matheson Avenue building housing Talmud Torah/I.L. 
Peretz School has been transferred to the Jewish Commu- f>o 
nity Campus of Winnipeg Incorporated, and the building is 
now for sale. Campus President Sheldon Berney has prom

-" 
CD 
CD m ised to use proceeds from the sale to fund a Jewish day 

school in the North End, if student numbers warrant. 
- EDITOR 5 


